
July 27, 2014 

A PERFECT TEN 
The 8th and 9th Commandments 

Your Honor I fudged the numbers 
 
 

IF YOU’RE GOING TO FUDGE… 
- round up or down in your favor.   
- round up or down in ur neighbors favor:  work, boss, community 
- Imagine being able to stand before a judge and tell him you 
fudged the numbers… 
The 8th & 9th com test our resolve,  “love our neighbor as ourself” 
 

TRUST IN GOD AND DO NOT… 
  Exodus 20:15  “You shall not steal. 
 Steal = to go by stealth  
(The word STEAL means: to go by stealth, steal away)  it carries 
with it the idea of being a sneak & a cheat 
- stealing shows I do not trust God to supply what He says I need 
Illust 
  
  Leviticus 19:13  “ ‘Do not defraud or rob your neighbor. “ ‘Do not 
hold back the wages of a hired worker overnight.  
 defraud = deceitfully gotten  
- This is the same commandment but expanded on in Leviticus. 
Many pl play a game when they buy or sell something.  Thinking it 
they can gain an advantage w/o giving someone the whole truth, 
its OK.  It is not. 
Illust 
  
  Matthew 6:1-4 “Be careful not to practice your righteousness in 
front of others to be seen by them. If you do, you will have no 
reward from your Father in heaven. 2  “So when you give to the 
needy, do not announce it with trumpets, as the hypocrites do in 
the synagogues and on the streets, to be honored by others. Truly 
I tell you, they have received their reward in full. 3  But when you 

give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what your right 
hand is doing, 4 so that your giving may be in secret. Then your 
Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you.  
 give = a donation to the poor 
- The best way to counter the temptation to steal is to become a 
giver, looking to help those who do not have.  
- It takes time and faith in Jesus to develop a heart that gives, 
rather than a heart that is always looking for a financial advantage 
or gain. 
Illust 
  
  Exodus 20:16  “You shall not give false testimony against your 
neighbor.  
 testimony = evidence of things  
- It may be the greatest temptation of mankind to say something 
derogatory about pl we know.  Makes us look good. 
Illust 
  
  Leviticus 19:16-18 “ ‘Do not go about spreading slander among 
your people. “ ‘Do not do anything that endangers your 
neighbor’s life. I am the LORD. 17  “ ‘Do not hate a fellow Israelite 
in your heart. Rebuke your neighbor frankly so you will not share 
in their guilt. 18  “ ‘Do not seek revenge or bear a grudge against 
anyone among your people, but love your neighbor as yourself. I 
am the LORD.  
 slander = tale bearer or an informer  
- This teaches us that even if we have been wronged, we are to 
hold our tongue.  Most especially among other Christians.  
Grudges only hurt us, they build a root of bitterness.  We are to 
rise above, be different, be holy 
Illust 
  
  Luke 3:14  Then some soldiers asked him, “And what should 
we do?” He replied, “Don’t extort money and don’t accuse people 
falsely—be content with your pay.”  
 falsely = to attack by malicious devices 
- “To accuse wrongfully to get what you want”   



- The solders could use the threat of a false accusation to put a 
fear into pl that they might go to jail in the Roman prison.  
- We may use similar tactics thru a threat which today we call 
blackmail  
Illust 
  
 
 

IMAGINE YOU’RE FREE 
- u don’t have to worry about money cuz u know some1 who has  
(moved to Haviland my boss sent me $250/month) 
- you don’t have to worry about manipulating the words out of ur 
mouth, to make u look better or to lift you above someone else 
YOU ARE FREE 

* Put your Money and Mouth under God’s control 
- M7Ms 
 
 
 

DO WHAT’S RIGHT AND  
- your conscience will be free 
- your prayer life will be productive 
- allow God to reward your behavior 
FAST THIS WEEK AND ASK GOD IF there is an area of your life that 
you are stealing and didn’t know it  
Fast this week and ask God if your are saying false words against 
someone and you didnt even notice 
 
Video:  
Ideas: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Pass out M&M's because central point money and mouth. 
Props walk up to a mirror not really a mirror and have someone 
else looking back or maybe a mannequin. 
Movies: Fly Wheel for 8th A few Good men for 9th  
Make sure you continue the "Love your neighbor..." throughout 
sermon 
10 commandment boogie video for call to worship last 2 weeks. 
Review all 10 commandments at the end 
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IF YOU’RE GOING TO FUDGE… 
 

TRUST IN GOD AND DO NOT… 
 Steal = to go by _________  Exodus 20:15  “You shall not steal. 
 defraud = _____________ gotten  Leviticus 19:13  “ ‘Do not 
defraud or rob your neighbor. “Do not hold back the wages of a 
hired worker overnight. “ 
 give = a ____________ to the poor  Matthew 6:1-4 “Be careful 
not to practice your righteousness in front of others to be seen by 
them. If you do, you will have no reward from your Father in 
heaven. 2 “So when you give to the needy, do not announce it with 
trumpets, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and on the 
streets, to be honored by others. Truly I tell you, they have 
received their reward in full. 3 But when you give to the needy, do 
not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, 4 so 
that your giving may be in secret. Then your Father, who sees 
what is done in secret, will reward you. “ 
 testimony = ____________ of things  Exodus 20:16  “You shall 
not give false testimony against your neighbor.” 
 slander = tale _________ or an __________  Leviticus 19:16-18 
 “Do not go about spreading slander among your people. “ ‘Do not 
do anything that endangers your neighbor’s life. I am the LORD. 
17 “‘Do not hate a fellow Israelite in your heart. Rebuke your 
neighbor frankly so you will not share in their guilt. 18 “ ‘Do not 
seek revenge or bear a grudge against anyone among your 
people, but love your neighbor as yourself. I am the LORD.” 
 falsely = to attack by _____________ devices  Luke 3:14 
 “Then some soldiers asked him, “And what should we do?” He 
replied, “Don’t extort money and don’t accuse people falsely—be 
content with your pay.”  
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IMAGINE YOU’RE FREE 
 

* Put your _________ and __________ under God’s control 
 

DO WHAT’S RIGHT AND  
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