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How Christians Behave 
Romans 12:9-13 

Part Four 
Rejoicing In Hope 

 
Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor what is evil. Cling to what is good. 10 Be 
kindly affectionate to one another with brotherly love, in honor giving 
preference to one another; 11 not lagging in diligence, fervent in spirit, serving 
the Lord; 12 rejoicing in hope, patient in tribulation, continuing steadfastly in 
prayer; 13 distributing to the needs of the saints, given to hospitality (Romans 
12:9-13). 
 
Review 
 

In our short series on these five verses entitled How Christians Behave, we 
began by examining what it means to love “without hypocrisy.”  As much as 
we’d like love to feel a certain way, to love without hypocrisy has more to do 
with our convictions than our feelings; a hypocritical love means my 
convictions are not convictions at all but a mere show for the benefit of others.  

We then discussed what it means to “abhor what is evil (and) cling to 

what is good” and how abhorrence is not entirely synonymous with hatred.  It 
means to shudder or bristle—to be horrified.  This is not mere contempt but a 
recognition that the consequences of evil can be devastating.  Along with 
abhorring what is evil, we are to “cling to what is good.”  Obedience to this 
requires an understanding of what goodness is then being committed to hold 
tightly to it.   

We must be careful as we engage in this (what the Apostle Paul elsewhere 
calls) “warfare” (2 Corinthians 10:4; 1 Timothy 1:18) that we don’t become harsh 
and overly militant but we are to be “kindly affectionate” to one another—
giving others honor and priority over our own selfish interests.  None of this is 
an easy task so we see the call to be diligent and fervent, knowing in the final 
analysis when we are loving and serving others, we are loving and serving 
Christ. 

The Apostle continues to address what should be going on in our minds 
and hearts as we pursue proper Christian Behavior: 
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…rejoicing in hope, patient in tribulation, continuing steadfastly in prayer 
(Romans 12:12). 
 
Two Extremes 
 
 What does it mean to rejoice in hope?  Depending upon the era in history 
or the influence of its leaders, the Christian faith has erred in two directions 
when it comes to the pursuit of joy, piety, holiness or godliness.   
 There have been those who view with suspicion any feeling of joy based 
upon their material experience/observations.  In other words, if it is something 
I find pleasure in, it must be wrong.  In its extreme this has led some to pure 
isolationism—a monastic attempt to extricate all worldly pleasures from one’s 
experience. 
 But such an ascetic (severe self-discipline and abstention from all forms of 
indulgence) life is contrary to God’s call for us to enjoy what He has made.  We 
are permitted (if not required) to rejoice in our spouses (Proverbs 5:18) and our 
families (Psalm 127:3) and our labor and rest. 
 

I perceived that there is nothing better for them than to be joyful 
and to do good as long as they live; 13 also that everyone should eat 
and drink and take pleasure in all his toil—this is God’s gift to man 
(Ecclesiastes 3:12, 13).  

 
 It’s been said: 
 

…the enjoyment spoken of is not licentiousness, but a happy 
appreciation of the innocent pleasures which the love of God offers 
to those who live in accordance with the laws of their higher 
nature.1 

 
 The Apostle Paul wrote against those who would seek to remove earthly 
enjoyment from the equation of godly living.  It was the deceptive spirit and 
doctrine of demons… 
 

                                                 
1 Spence-Jones, H. D. M. (Ed.). (1909). Ecclesiastes (p. 62). London; New York: Funk & Wagnalls 

Company. 
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…who forbid marriage and require abstinence from foods that God 
created to be received with thanksgiving by those who believe and 
know the truth. 4 For everything created by God is good, and 
nothing is to be rejected if it is received with thanksgiving, 5 for it 
is made holy by the word of God and prayer (1 Timothy 4:3-5).  

 
 The other error moved in an entirely different direction—that true joy, 
piety and godliness would always be associated with temporal and earthly 
prosperity.  The is exemplified in a record of Thomas Aquinas’ meeting with the 
Pope before whom a large sum of money was spread out.  The Pope 
presumably made the comment, “You see, the church is no longer in that age in 
which she said, ‘Silver and gold have I none.’”  Aquinas replied, “True holy 
father, neither can she any longer say to the lame, ‘Rise up and walk.’” 
 The extreme of this error is found today in quasi-Christian movements 
which promise health and wealth and even a feeling of contentment if certain 
levels of faithful living are achieved.  These types of promises are particularly 
pernicious since they tend to target the most vulnerable people—the poor and 
the sick. 
 The prophet Habakkuk serves well (as one who had heard God’s voice 
and seen God’s vision) to provide how the faithful respond to times of 
difficulty.  The minor prophet ends his short book with a psalm, culminating 
with the words: 
 

Though the fig tree should not blossom, nor fruit be on the vines,  
the produce of the olive fail and the fields yield no food, the flock 
be cut off from the fold and there be no herd in the stalls, 18 yet I 
will rejoice in the Lord; I will take joy in the God of my salvation.  
19 God, the Lord, is my strength; he makes my feet like the deer’s;  
he makes me tread on my high places (Habakkuk 3:17-19).  

 
 The Apostle Paul taught essentially the same thing in his letter to the 
Philippians: 
 

…for I have learned in whatever situation I am to be content. 12 I 
know how to be brought low, and I know how to abound. In any 
and every circumstance, I have learned the secret of facing plenty 
and hunger, abundance and need (Philippians 4:11, 12). 
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So we are called to rejoice—to take joy in all things, recognizing all the 
while how tenuous all those things might be.  In the Parable of the Rich Fool we 
err if we think there was something wrong with his taking joy even a plentiful 
crop and even building barns to accommodate them.  The problem was his 
viewing those temporal blessings as sufficient for the peace of his soul—“I will 
say to my soul, ‘Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years, relax…’” 
(Luke 12:19).   

 
A Limp for Life 

 
To rejoice in hope means we are careful not to place our current 

blessings—as wonderful as they might be (wife, children, health, employment, 
the beauty of the day, etc.) at the very center of our heart.  Surfers, after surfing 
in the same location begin to think they own that stretch of ocean.  They can 
become territorial to the point of violence.  It is woven into our sinful natures to 
nurture these types of expectations and God, sometimes in a very extreme 
manner, will bring us to the wisdom true hope.  To be reminded that we don’t 
own that stretch of ocean or land or anything else. 

As a younger man Jacob, wrestling with God, had his hip socket touched 
in such a way as to give him a limp for life.  When the author of Hebrews 
recorded the faithfulness of Jacob, he mentions how… 

 
…when he was dying, blessed each of the sons of Joseph, and 
worshiped, leaning on the top of his staff (Hebrews 11:21). 
 
He mentions Jacob, at the end of his life, leaning on the top of his staff—a 

limp reminding him of his encounter with God.  If we are wise, our limps and 
scars will ever remind us that it is the fool who “lays up treasure for himself 
and is not rich toward God” (Luke 12:21). 

God seems to be about this project in our souls.  As we had mentioned 
last time, there is a greater end game (what Calvin calls a “remarkable 
gradation”) that, if we understand and meditate upon, will cause us to… 
 

…glory in tribulations, knowing that tribulation produces 
perseverance; 4 and perseverance, character; and character, hope. 
5 Now hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been 
poured out in our hearts by the Holy Spirit who was given to us 
(Romans 5:3b-5). 
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Rejoicing in Hope 
 
 There is an end game of hope—a hope which does not disappoint.  And 
we are to rejoice in that hope.  To rejoice chairontes means to enjoy a state of 
happiness and well-being.  Hope elpidi is to look forward with confidence to 
that which is good.  It’s been said: 
 

…he first; forbids us to acquiesce in present blessings, and to 
ground our joy on earth and on earthly things, as though our 
happiness were based on them; and he bids us to raise our minds 
up to heaven, that we may possess solid and full joy.2 

 
 We come together to a place like this “the midst of the assembly” 

(Hebrews 2:12) on a day like this—the Sabbath—that we might have our hearts 
focused, settled and comforted on this future “Sabbath rest” (Hebrews 4:9).  
We may enjoy our present blessings, but we rejoice in the hope of a happiness 
that is beyond and superior to this world. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
2 Calvin, J. (1998). Romans (electronic ed., Ro 12:12). Albany, OR: Ages Software. 
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Questions for Study 
 

1. In review, what does it mean to love without hypocrisy?  Why should we 
abhor what is evil and cling to what is good?  Can you give examples?  
What does it mean to be kindly affectionate?  Who are we truly serving in 
all these actions and why does the matter (page 2)? 

2. What are the two extremes when it comes to the pursuit of Christian joy, 
piety, holiness and godliness (pages 3-5)? 

3. Is it wrong to enjoy the things of this world?  Give a biblical warrant for 
your answer (pages 3, 4). 

4. To what extent are the things of this world to be associated with true joy?  
What is the danger in becoming too caught up with the things in this 
world (pages 4, 5)? 

5. How can we become territorial when it comes to the things of this world 
(page 5)? 

6. Discuss Jacob’s limp and what that meant to him?  Do you have a limp 
and what does it mean to you (page 5)? 

7. Define “rejoice” and “hope”.  What does it mean to rejoice in hope and 
how is that accomplished (pages 5, 6)? 

 
 


