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LESSONS ON PREDESTINATION #18

“Six Forms of Election”

(Scriptures from NKJV)

NOTE: Much of the text herein is quoted directly or paraphrased from the book, The
Reformed Doctrine of Predestination by Lorraine Boettner.

While this is the 18  message in the series, it is actually the 3  lesson dealing with theth rd

second of the major points of Calvinism as they relate to salvation, namely, “unconditional

election.”  We have defined unconditional election as being, God’s choosing His people, not

based on the condition that He foresees repentance and faith and evangelical obedience, but

that He chooses them out of a fallen mass by His own sovereign choice and good will. 

Therefore, that makes it distinct.  Conditional election is contrasted to that.  It is that God

foresees that certain people will act a certain way, and based upon how they act, He says, “I

will choose this person for eternal life, and I will assign this person to eternal destruction

because of their rejection or their sinning.  

The lesson this morning entitled “Six Forms of Election” is going to address the Arminian

objection to unconditional election.  The Arminian system rejects the Calvinist belief in

unconditional election unto salvation as being unfair and unjust while making God partial to

some and wronging others.  The purpose of this lesson is to show there are other forms of

election which are also unconditional in nature which the Arminian system acknowledges

and yet has no objection to them.  We ask the question then, why do they only object to

unconditional election unto salvation?  We are going to look at these different systems that

are before us, both in the Bible and in natural revelation.

First of all, we have covered in the previous two lessons, the topic, unconditional election

unto eternal life or salvation.  We will look at only one text for that, out of many texts we

have reviewed in the previous lessons.  In II Thessalonians 2:13,14, Paul says, “But we

are bound to give thanks to God always for you, brethren beloved by the Lord,

because God from the beginning chose you for salvation through sanctification by

the Spirit and belief in the truth, to which He called you by our gospel, for the

obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.”   That is very concise and clear that

election is that which produces the characteristics which follow.  There is sanctification of

the Spirit that is brought on by election, or regeneration.  There is faith, belief of the truth. 

In connection with these, there is the preaching of the gospel and the end design is for the

obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.  There is the glorification of the elect.  Since

we have spent so much time in the previous lessons on this, then we will not enlarge any

further upon it, but it is at this point that the Arminian raises the objection - “Wait a minute,

wait a minute, wait a minute, this is all conditioned upon God foreseeing how a man will

choose to act one way or another.”  God is supposedly basing His choice in election upon

foreseeing that some would repent and believe and others would not, and that some would

endure to the end and others would not.  So we want to take these other five forms of

http://www.gabm.org
http://www.gabm.org


Reformed Doctrine of Predestination      Grace Abounding Bible Ministries
Pastor Jim Gables                                                                                               www.gabm.org 

                                                                                                                                                        

election that we can find and see if they are not unconditional, and if they are, why the

Arminian does not object to these as well.  

Secondly, in our class this morning and in the culture in which we have grown up, we know

that there is an unconditional election of national and ethnic Israel.  I stated that because in

our circles, I have yet to find anyone that has ever objected to God electing the nation of

Israel.  When you bring up the nation of Israel in evangelical circles, it is made very clear,

that Israel is God’s chosen people.  My wife told me about a friend of hers who was

discussing the election of Israel and he made the comment that “How odd of God to choose

the Jews.”  It was rather odd that God would choose one nation and pass by all of the other

nations.  Lets look at some texts and see whether it is conditional or unconditional.   

Amos 3:2.  God says,  “You only have I known of all the families of the earth:

therefore I will punish you for all your iniquities.”  Now does that mean that God was

not aware that there were a lot of other nations when He said, “You only have I known?” 

No, it means that He knew them in an intimate special way that He did not share with the

other nations of the earth.  “You only” the Israelites, Jews, have I known out of all the

families of the earth.”

 

Psalm 147:20 - “He has not dealt thus with any nation;  And as for His judgments,

they have not known them.”  Oh, but that is not fair, we are told.  Look at the text. 

What is the closing expression?  “Praise the Lord.”  Praise the Lord because He has chosen

Israel and not the other nations to be his earthly chosen people.  Evidently the writer of

Scripture didn’t see anything wrong with God choosing the nation of Israel.

Deuteronomy 7:6-8 - “For you are a holy people to the Lord your God;  The word “holy”

means “set apart,” God has set apart these people.  It is also used in Scripture as

“sanctification” to sanctify, or to set apart.  I use the crude illustration that we have our

“common” silverware at home and then when we have special guests, we bring out the

“sanctified” silverware.  By that we mean the silverware that has never been caught in the

garbage disposal and I have had to take the pliers and bend them back into shape.  No, the

special silverware is sanctified, it is holy and set apart for a special purpose.  And God has

set apart the earthly people of Israel, the descendants of Abraham for His own special

purposes, and in doing so He did not include the other nations of the earth.  Reading on in

Deuteronomy - “the Lord your God has chosen you to be a people for Himself, a

special treasure above all the peoples on the face of the earth.”  Why did God do that

-- what was the cause? “The Lord did not set His love on you nor choose you because

you were more in number than any other people, for you were the least of all

peoples;  but because the Lord loves you, and because He would keep the oath
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which He swore to your fathers, the Lord has brought you out with a mighty hand,

and redeemed you from the house of bondage, from the hand of Pharaoh king of

Egypt.”   It was not based upon their numbers or upon their moral character, but it was

strictly based on God’s sovereign choice to love them.  Now this overthrows the idea of the

Arminian system that God loves everybody equally.  That is not found in the Bible.  “Jacob

have I loved, and Esau have I hated.”  (Romans 9).  You cannot teach that the Bible

says that God has an equal love for every member of the human race, but in this particular

case we are not talking about salvation.  We are talking about God’s election of a nation, an

ethnic people.   

In Deuteronomy 10:15 we are again informed that  “The Lord delighted only in your

fathers, to love them; and He chose their descendants after them, you above all

peoples, as it is this day.” So God has chosen the nation of Israel, the descendants of

Abraham, to be a special people.  It is equally plain here that God found no merit or dignity

in the Jews themselves which moved Him to choose them over the other nations, but simply

because He chose to love them.  

Now, lets ask ourselves the question, Is that unfair?  Is that unjust?  And yet the evangelical

Arminian has no problem with that.  They acknowledge that God chose Israel

unconditionally.  So we would ask the question, why is it alright for God to choose the

nation unconditionally, but it is wrong for Him to choose an individual unconditionally?  We

are told that God cannot be partial, He shows no partiality, and then the texts of Scripture

are brought in that God is no respecter of persons, so therefore it would be wrong for Him to

choose, but we are looking at facts here and the facts are the nation of Israel was elected

unconditionally.  

Lets look at the third expression of unconditional election of certain regions to partake of

religious privileges and bypass other geographical regions.  

We read in Acts 16:6-10 - “Now when they had gone through Phrygia and the region

of Galatia, they were forbidden by the Holy Spirit to preach the word in Asia.  After

they had come to Mysia, they tried to go into Bithynia, but the Spirit did not permit

them. So passing by Mysia, they came down to Troas.  And a vision appeared to

Paul in the night. A man of Macedonia stood and pleaded with him, saying, ‘Come

over to Macedonia and help us.’  Now after he had seen the vision, immediately we

sought to go to Macedonia, concluding that the Lord had called us to preach the

gospel to them.”  Asia is modern Turkey, and this is where Paul and his missionary

partners were attempting to go.  Were there unconverted people in Turkey?  Were they lost? 

What happened when the message was sent to Paul?  What does the Bible say?  They were
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forbidden to preach in that area and were sent to another area to preach.  What happened

to the lost people who were living in Asia?  They died and went to hell, because that is

where all lost people go. We certainly do not hold that just because individuals never hear

the gospel, that God is going to take them to heaven.  That is why we have missionaries to

take the gospel to be preached to certain peoples.  Here is a region that was forbidden to

hear the gospel.  Who forbade it?  God did.  God unconditionally chose the people in

Macedonia rather than Asia.  One section of the world was sovereignly excluded and another

section was sovereignly given the privileges of the gospel.  Had this call from God been

given to the shores of India, today Europe and America might have been less civilized than

the natives of Africa.  Think of that.  The gospel went west and came on into Europe and the

United States.  Could God have sent the gospel Eastward and left us in darkness?  What

determined the course of the gospel?  God’s purpose, He is guiding it.  It was the sovereign

choice of God which brought the gospel to the people of Europe and later to America while

the people of the East and North and South were left in darkness.  We can find no reason or

inference why it should have been Abraham’s seed and not the Egyptians, or Assyrians who

were chosen.  Why were Great Britain and America, which at the time of Christ’s appearance

on earth, in such a state of complete ignorance, darkness, and today possess so largely a

benefit of being exposed to the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ.  “Who makes you differ

one from another?” (I Corinthians 4:7).  Who makes the difference between the nations

that will hear the gospel and those who will not have the gospel?  It is God who is directing

that, and it cannot be because God foresaw a whole bunch of people over here that would

welcome it.  Remember all are dead in trespasses and sins and “there is none who seeks

after God, no not one.”  So if God is pleased to send the gospel to one region and not

another, the one region is blessed, it is another region that is left to the justice of God,

because God wrongs no man.  The diversities in regard to religious privileges and the

different nations can be ascribed to nothing else than the good pleasure of God.  

 

Now, lets look at the fourth expression of unconditional election. We have an example in

natural revelation of the unconditional election of certain individuals to partake of the

external means of grace.  One good example is the benefit of being raised in a Christian

home.  How many of you were raised in a Christian home?  How many of you were not?  You

who were raised in a Christian home, do you think you received benefits from that privilege? 

Would it have not been far more likely that God would call people out of Christian homes? 

In fact, if you look back through history, you will find that the largest portion of the elect are

made up of the children of Christian parents.  It is a privilege to have Christian parents. 

Remember how Timothy in the Bible had exposure to a Christian upbringing by his mother

Eunice and his grandmother Lois.  From a child he was exposed to that teaching.  If you are

going to be saved, you must be exposed to the gospel, and not everybody has the

opportunity.  Some children are exposed to the gospel by being raised in a Christian home,
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but look at all of the millions who are not.  However, God will save His elect out of those

millions in spite of not being raised in a Christian home.  No one ever had the chance to

choose the particular time in the history, what country, or of what race he or she were going

to be born into.  You didn’t have any choice whether you were going to be white or black or

red or yellow.  That was sovereignly determined by God’s choice, not ours.  One child is

born with health, wealth and honor, in a favorite land, in a Christian home and grows up

with all the blessings which attend the full light of the gospel.  Another child is born in

poverty, the dishonor of sinful and unfaithful parents, and destitute of Christian influence. 

Who determined that?  Was it because God foresaw that one child would repent and believe

and that is why He gave him Christian parents or gave him exposure to the gospel?  No, it is

God’s sovereign choice.  Today is my 73  birthday.  73 years ago a sickly child came intord

this world.  A couple of months after I was born, I contacted pneumonia and was running

105+ degree temperature.  The old country doctor came out and told my parents that he

would not survive unless he experimented with a new drug that had recently come out on

the market, but it was very dangerous and hadn’t been tested.  He required that my parents

sign a paper permitting him to do so.  Does anyone want to guess what that drug was?  It

was Penicillin.  I had pneumonia 18 times before I was 16 years old.  I have had hundreds

of shots of Penicillin.  That is what God used to keep me alive, so I am here today 73 years

later.  Think of all the millions of children who died from pneumonia before Penicillin was

discovered.  Carolyn and I love to go to the Smokies and take hikes up through the woods.

We look at the graves in those old cemeteries whereby about 75% of them are made up of

children, little ones.  Now why did God spare me?  Did He say, “Oh, Jim Gables will make a

good preacher, he will be faithful to Me.”  Is that why?  No, it was His sovereign choice. 

That humbles me.  The proper understanding of election does not lift one up in pride, it

makes you to see if God had not chosen, I would have received what I deserved as a sinner. 

I came forth from my mother’s womb with a sinful nature, and I came out of that womb

speaking lies, as David said.  I’m not only a sinner by nature, I am a sinner by practice. 

God reached down in mercy and saved me.  He exposed me to the external means of grace.

Fifthly, there is an unconditional election of certain individuals to receive certain talents and

vocations.  For example, some are statesmen, doctors, lawyers, farmers, and musicians. 

Also, some people are beautiful, some are given great intelligence, some are given certain

types of personalities.  Did these individuals choose those things before they were born? 

Then what made them to differ one from another?  It was God’s unconditional choice.  Now,

is that alright with you?  Every time I ask that question I reply, “It had better be, because it

isn’t going to make any difference.”  God is not going to listen to you if you want to criticize

Him.  He has more wisdom than you or me as to why He does certain things in one

direction, and He doesn’t do it in another.  It also humbles us to live in the environment in

which God has placed us and to be content with it.  How many women today are in total
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misery because they don’t have a body like a Hollywood star?  They are not satisfied with

the body God gave them, so they want to constantly try to change it.  If they could but see

that they are unique.  You look the way you look because God has made you that way, so

be content with it.  That doesn’t mean that you just disregard your body.  Sister Bitsy gave

me a birthday card today that I will share with you.  It says, “You are a good example of

what happens when people eat right, exercise, and really take care of themselves.  They get

old anyway!”  She gave me a generous gift of $1.00.  Now I can go out and get me a whole

set of golf clubs.  Thank you, Bitsy and Louise for that card.  

Whether I would receive certain talents and gifts was all sovereignly decided by God before I

was ever born.  In fact, was it not of God’s own choosing that He created us human beings

in His own image, when He might have created us a cow, a horse, or a dog.  If all those

animals could talk, would they cry out with an objection - “It was unjust, unjust, because

you made us to be animals.  We ought to have made to be human beings.”  I have often

thought I could just as well have been a frog croaking in a pond somewhere rather than a

human being made in the image of God.  Now, I doubt that there any 73-year old frogs

croaking in a pond today.   All of these things are due to God’s overruling providence and

not to human choice.

William Cunningham and his classic work on “Historical Theology” makes this observation

that Arminians, those who hold to choice based upon what God foresees, He says:

Arminians have labored to reconcile all of this, as a matter of  fact, with their

defective and erroneous views of the Divine sovereignty, and with their

unscriptural doctrines of universal grace and universal redemption; but they

have not usually been satisfied with their own attempts at explanation, and

have commonly at last admitted, that there were mysteries in this matter

which could not be explained, and which must just be resolved into the

sovereignty of God and the unsearchableness of His counsels.   

That is quite a confession to make.  If God gave you the gifts that He has given to you, and

He did not give them to someone else, then what is being shown here is that God bestows

some blessings upon some people and withholds those same blessings from another group

of people.  You cannot arrive at any other conclusion.  Dr. Cunningham states that the

Semi-Pelagian or the Arminian system of free will has tried to come up with solutions for all

this, but at the end of the day, they do not have any.  They just say we will just have to

leave it with God.  Well, that is what the Calvinists do.   We leave it with God, because He

has wisdom, and His choice is based upon eternal wisdom.  In each instance, God gives to

some what He withholds from others.  

Conditions in the world at large and our own experiences in every day life, show us that

these blessings are sovereignly and unconditionally bestowed irrespective of any previous
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merit or action on the part of those so chosen.  If we are highly favored, we can only be

thankful for His blessings; if not highly favored, we have no grounds for complaint.  It is

indeed a mystery why one is placed in circumstances which lead to saving faith, while

others are not so placed.  While we cannot explain the workings of Providence, we do know

that the Judge of all the earth shall do right, and that when we attain to perfect knowledge

in glory hereafter, we shall see that He has had sufficient reasons for all of His actions.  I

like that.  Praise the Lord, Amen!  I have a lot of unresolved issues now that God hasn’t

seen fit to make known to me, but one day we will see it all when we stand before Jesus and

see Him face to face.  Then, as the song says, “it will be worth it all when we see Jesus.”  All

of these questions will perhaps be answered to varying degrees of fullness based upon God’s

understanding.

But it can be said in general that outward conditions with which the individual is surrounded

do determine his destiny,–at least to this extent, that those from whom the Gospel is

withheld have no chance for salvation.  Then do you see that when we are pressed into a

corner like this that many are backed into what is known as “universalism,” that God will

save all of these masses out here apart from Jesus Christ.  Now listen folks, this is the only

way you can go.  Stay with me with the logic.  If God has unconditionally elected some to

salvation and we try to explain that away, we have got to deal with all of these individuals

who never have the gospel preached to them and to whom God has withheld that from

happening.  Now how are we going to deal with that?  There are two courses left to us. 

Here is this mighty stream flowing and we run across all of these people who never hear the

gospel.  You can either say that God will eventually on the day of judgment just forgive

everybody, and that is known as universalism, or on the day of judgment, God will

annihilate the wicked where they will no longer exist.  Because in the minds of some eternal

punishment is just too overwhelming to believe that God would send billions of people to

hell who never had a chance to hear the gospel.  Either annihilate the wicked or have God

save everybody, and neither one of them will find support in the Scripture.  The only thing

that finds support in the scripture is that which is set forth in the Calvinistic system of

unconditional election.  It pleased God.  It pleased God.  And we must bow to that.  

Calvinists maintain that God deals not only with mankind in the mass, but with individuals

who are actually saved, that He has elected particular persons to eternal life and to all the

means necessary for attaining that life.  They admit that some of the passages in which

election is mentioned teach only an election of nations, or an election of outward privileges,

but they maintain that many other passages teach exclusively and only an election of

individuals to eternal life.  Some will just say “there is no such thing as election” and just

put blinders over their eyes and ignore all of the texts of Scripture that mention the word. 

Others profess to hold to so-called “conditional election.”  Some hold that as soon as the
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conditions of foreseen faith and repentance are made, then God says, “I will elect that

person.”  But other Arminians who are more consistent, say that “you must not only repent

and believe, but you must endure unto the end,” and if you do not, you will fall away and be

lost.  One group of Arminians holds to “once saved, always saved” and another group of

Arminians holds that you must continue to endure to the end which is death.  Then with that

group, when does God actually choose the people to be elect?  It is at the time they die.  Is

that predestination, or is that post-destination?  Do you see the problem?  When you get in

a straight jacket, trying to explain these things, then others just throw up their hands and

say, “Oh well, John 3:16 says “God so loved the world, He gave His only Begotten

Son, that whosoever believeth in Him, shall not perish but have everlasting life.”  

They say, “I don’t understand predestination, but I understand John 3:16.”  I doubt if they

really understand John 3:16.  There are many things in John 3:16 that have to be looked at

in detail.   

Well, we have a sixth form of election, and that is the election of certain angels.  I Timothy

5:21 - “I charge you before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, and the elect angels,

that you observe these things without prejudice, doing nothing with partiality.”

Some angels are called “elect angels.”   Mark 8:38 says, “For whoever is ashamed of

Me and My words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of him the Son of Man

also will be ashamed when He comes in the glory of His Father with the holy

angels.”   So the elect angels are holy--they never fell into sin.  Certainly God didn’t create

the devil and the angels who followed him, sinful.  But we read that the devil was created

holy, in fact he was the highest of all the angelic beings, even above that of Gabriel.  It

might be said that Lucifer was God’s right-hand man.  He led a rebellion against God, and a

third of the angels went with him.  We read in II Peter 2:4 that God “did not spare the

angels who sinned, but cast them down to hell and delivered them into chains of

darkness, to be reserved for judgment.”   Matthew 25:41 speaks of eternal fire which is

prepared for the devil and his angels.  We read also in Jude 6 of “angels that kept not

their own principality, but left their former habitation He has kept under

everlasting bonds under darkness to the judgment of the great day.”  We read in

Revelation 12:7 of Michael and his angels going forth to war with the dragon, and the

dragon warred with his angels.  So we have a holy group of angels and we have an unholy

group, those that had sinned.  Notice there was no redemption provided for the angels who

sinned.  If you were an Arminian, would you like to explain that?  Because the Arminian

systems says that if God brings human beings into the world as sinful, He owes it to them to

provide a way of salvation.  Did He not then owe to the angels that sinned a way of

salvation?  Did God wrong them?  God wrongs no human being when He judges them for

their sin and assigns them to eternal torment.  
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Now Paul makes no attempt to explain how God can be just in showing mercy to whom He

will and in passing by whom He will.  Turn to the book of Romans chapter 10, verses 12-17. 

“For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek, for the same Lord over all is

rich to all who call upon Him.  For ‘whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be

saved.’” Do you have an interest in being saved?  Call upon the name of the Lord and you

shall be saved.  But then the question is, “How then shall they call on Him in whom

they have not believed? And how shall they believe in Him of whom they have not

heard? And how shall they hear without a preacher?  And how shall they preach

unless they are sent?”   Who sent Paul and his missionary group to this direction of

Macedonia?  Who shut the door to Asia or Turkey when he attempted to go there?  Who did

that?  God did.  Looking on, “And how shall they preach unless they are sent? As it is

written: How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the gospel of peace, who

bring glad tidings of good things!  But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For

Isaiah says, ‘Lord, who has believed our report?’  So then faith comes by hearing,

and hearing by the word of God.”    That is the missionary exhortation.  “Go into all the

world and preach the gospel to every creature, baptizing them and teaching them

to observe whatsoever I have commanded you.”   Begin in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria

and to the uttermost parts of the earth.  This is what Paul and his group were doing.  But it

is emphasizing that unless this is done, those who are out here are going to perish.  We find

in the Old Testament, God giving the duty to the watchman on the wall when an army was

coming.  The watchman of the city was to sound the notice that there was an army coming

who was going to invade the city.  God told the watchman, “If you refuse to sound the

notice, I am going to hold you accountable, but the people are still going to die.”  Are we

responsible to take the gospel around the world, even to those here in our region?  Or do we

just become like the Amish and put ourselves in a little cage and ignore the rest of the

world?  No, we have a duty.  If we do our duty, then we are rewarded.  If we do not do our

duty, the text in Ezekiel says that the people will perish who never hear, but we will be held

responsible for not taking the gospel to them.  

Now go to Romans 9:18-21: “Therefore He has mercy on whom He wills, and whom

He wills He hardens. You will say to me then, ‘Why does He still find fault? For who

has resisted His will?’” Now Paul has gone to great lengths in explaining the doctrine of

election.  Now then, he has an objector.  In his writings, Paul knows that there is going to

be someone who will object to what he is saying.  How does Paul come to the bottom line in

dealing with those who object when he has explained to them how it is that God saves some

and not all?  Verse 19: “You will say to me then, ‘Why does He still find fault? For

who has resisted His will?  But indeed, O man, who are you to reply against God?

Will the thing formed say to him who formed it, ‘Why have you made me like this?’

Does not the potter have power over the clay, from the same lump to make one
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vessel for honor and another for dishonor?’  What if God, wanting to show His

wrath and to make His power known, endured with much longsuffering the vessels

of wrath prepared for destruction,  and that He might make known the riches of His

glory on the vessels of mercy, which He had prepared beforehand for glory, even

us whom He called, not of the Jews only, but also of the Gentiles?”  Paul is saying

“Hold it” that was as far as he was going.  He was not answering any more questions. He

said, “If you want to find fault with God, go ahead.  I am not responsible to explain this any

further.”  There comes a point in our dealing with those who object to this Bible doctrine,

when we just have to say, “We don’t have to explain this, it is in the Bible.”  We can stop at

that point.  Paul does not drag God down from His throne and set Him before our human

reason to be questioned and examined.  The secret counsels of His, even with the angels

trembling to desire to look into these things, are left unexplained.  Except they are said to

be according to His own good pleasure.  After Paul had stated this, he put forth his hand as

it were to forbid us from going any further.  Here is the conclusion: Had the Arminian

assumption been true, that God elects on the basis of foreknowledge that all men are given

sufficient grace and that each one is rewarded or punished according to his own use or

abuse of this grace, there would be no difficulty from which to account.  Let me rephrase

that and we will conclude.  If the Arminian position is correct, would Paul have had any

objector?  Do you see that?  Because the Arminian says there is nothing to object to.  God is

certainly fair when he deals with foreknowledge, foreseen faith.  Paul wouldn’t have had

these objectors, but Paul did have some objectors.  He said, “You will say then, that this is

unfair!”  So what Paul is saying is not that which flows out of Arminianism, but that which

what is known as Paulineism or Calvinism, however you want to label it.  Enough said?  Do

we get it?  Then Paul reaches the point where he says, “Hold it! That is as far as I have to

go.  I don’t have to explain how God is fair or unfair.  He will do right.”  Then in essence he

says to the objector, “Just shut your mouth.”   
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(Handout)

SIX FORMS OF ELECTION

(Scripture Quotes - NKJV)

INTRODUCTION: The Arminian system rejects the Calvinist belief in unconditional election

as being unfair and unjust while making God partial to some and wronging others.  The

purpose of this lesson is to show there are other forms of election  which are also

unconditional in nature which the Arminian system acknowledges and yet has no objection

to them.  Why do they only object to unconditional election unto salvation.  

1. Unconditional Election unto Eternal Life.

II Thessalonians 2:13, 14 - “But we are bound to give thanks to God always for

you, brethren beloved by the Lord, because God from the beginning chose

you for salvation through sanctification by the Spirit and belief in the truth, 

to which He called you by our gospel, for the obtaining of the glory of our

Lord Jesus Christ.”

2. Unconditional Election of National and Ethnic Israel.

a. Amos 3:2 - “You only have I known of all the families of the earth; 

Therefore I will punish you for all your iniquities.”

b. Psalm 147:20 - “He has not dealt thus with any nation;  And as for His

judgments, they have not known them.  Praise the Lord!”

c. Deuteronomy 7:6-8 -  “For you are a holy people to the Lord your God;

the Lord your God has chosen you to be a people for Himself, a special

treasure above all the peoples on the face of the earth.  The Lord did

not set His love on you nor choose you because you were more in

number than any other people, for you were the least of all peoples; 

but because the Lord loves you, and because He would keep the oath

which He swore to your fathers, the Lord has brought you out with a

mighty hand, and redeemed you from the house of bondage, from the

hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt.”

 

d. Deuteronomy 10:15 - “The Lord delighted only in your fathers, to love

them; and He chose their descendants after them, you above all

peoples, as it is this day.” 

3. Unconditional Election of Certain Regions To Partake of Religious Privileges.

Acts 16:6-10 - “Now when they had gone through Phrygia and the region of

Galatia, they were forbidden by the Holy Spirit to preach the word in Asia. 

After they had come to Mysia, they tried to go into Bithynia, but the Spirit

did not permit them.  So passing by Mysia, they came down to Troas.  And a

vision appeared to Paul in the night. A man of Macedonia stood and pleaded

with him, saying, “Come over to Macedonia and help us.”  Now after he had

seen the vision, immediately we sought to go to Macedonia, concluding that

the Lord had called us to preach the gospel to them.”

4. Unconditional Election of Certain Individuals to Partake of The External

Means of Grace.

Example: Being raised in a Christian home.
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5. Unconditional Election of Certain Individuals to Receive Certain Talents and

Vocations.

Examples: statesmen, doctors, lawyers, farmers, musicians, beauty, intelligence,

personality.

6. Unconditional Election of Certain Angels.

a. I Timothy 5:21 -“ I charge you before God and the Lord Jesus Christ

and the elect angels that you observe these things without prejudice,

doing nothing with partiality.”

b. Mark 8:38 - “For whoever is ashamed of Me and My words in this

adulterous and sinful generation, of him the Son of Man also will be

ashamed when He comes in the glory of His Father with the holy

angels.” 

VII. Summary

1.  NOTE ONE: If election is based on foreseen faith and evangelical obedience, as

the Arminian system teaches, then God must be careful to elect only those whom He

foresees will elect themselves.  This is no election at all.  Some consistent Arminians carry

out their doctrine to its logical conclusion and say that a person may or may not accept

God’s offer of grace, and if he does accept it, he may yet fall away again.  They then identify

the decree of election as occurring upon the death of the believer, for it is then his salvation

becomes certain.  This is post-destination, not predestination!  

2.  NOTE TWO: In Romans nine, Paul anticipates that some will object to his teaching

on sovereign election.  If the Arminian system is true, that all men are given sufficient grace

and that each one is rewarded or punished according to his own use or abuse of this grace,

there would be no such objection to their system.  Paul was not teaching the Arminian view

in Romans nine since he believed that some would object to his teachings.

3.  NOTE THREE: We close with a question to those who hold to the Arminian view of

conditional election: Why do you confess that five of the examples of election in the

Scriptures are unconditional, but reject the number one example of unconditional election of

some men unto salvation? 
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