
Revelation Lesson 64
The Abused Elders In Heaven

Revelation 4:4  And round about the throne were four and twenty seats: and upon the seats I saw
four and twenty elders sitting, clothed in white raiment; and they had on their heads crowns of
gold.

I reckon that Sermon title got your attention. While Elder Abuse in America is a terrible, sickening
crime (some 6% of our elders are mistreated in some form today), tonight I want to focus on the 24
Elders that have been abused by Bible Scholars and Commentators. These 24 Elders have been
abused by incorrect interpretation and from the use of corrupted Greek Manuscripts. I pray tonight
that through our study of verse 4, we will end this so called abuse by a proper application of
Biblical Hermeneutics.

And round about the throne were – Here John uses the same word he used in the previous
verse  for  the  circular  rainbow:  the  word  “round.”  Thus  this  is  telling  us  that  something  is
encircling the Throne of God.

four and twenty seats: - This “something” is 24 not 42 “seats.” Now Many people criticise the
King James Bible translators for using another word “seats” when 5 words prior the same Greek
word occurred and they translated it as “throne.” So we may ask the question: “Why did they do
that?”

First let's get the basic meaning of the two words from 1611. “Throne” meant: “A royal seat; a chair
of state. The throne is sometimes an elegant chair richly ornamented with sculpture and gilding,
raised a step above the floor, and covered with a canopy.” and   “The place where God peculiarly
manifests his power and glory.” while “Seat” (noun) had two essential meanings: “That on which
one sits; a chair, bench, stool or any other thing on which a person sits. ” and “The place of sitting;
throne; chair of state; tribunal; post of authority; as the seat of justice; judgment-seat. ”

Thus, while  the Greek word basically interpreted WOULD be throne(s),  the King James Bible
translators chose to translate the word as Seat(s) when referring to the Elders' chairs. We have
observed in times past, the KJB translators have done this on other occasions – most famously in
Acts 12:4 – when they translated the Greek word for Passover as Easter, the Christian Passover
celebration of the Resurrection of Christ (check the facts, it is NOT a pagan festival for Eastre). 

So we must conclude the Translators had a reason for using the word “Seats” instead of “thrones.”
We note that any previous time amounts to a proper INTERPRETATION of Scripture. Such an
occurance is seen in  Matthew 19:28 “And Jesus said unto them, Verily I say unto you, That ye
which have followed me, in the regeneration when the Son of man shall sit in the throne of his
glory, ye also shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.” Here we see a
specific number of thrones delegated by Christ to the 12 Apostles. This is echoed in Luke 22:30
where Christ again states they will be “...judging the twelve tribes of Israel.”

If  we  continue  to  look  in  the  New Testament  for  thrones  we  see  a  reference  Paul  makes  in
Colossians 1:16, yet that is speaking of Earthly places of rulership as seen in Daniel 7:9. 

Another reference is made near the End of the Book of Revelation in Revelation 20:4 which is
right near the beginning of the Millennial Kingdom (which occurrs on Earth): “And I saw thrones,
and they sat upon them, and judgment was given unto them: and I saw the souls of them that were



beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and for the word of God, and which had not worshipped the
beast, neither his image, neither had received his mark upon their foreheads, or in their hands;
and  they  lived  and  reigned  with  Christ  a  thousand  years.”  These  thrones  however  are  NOT
numbered, hence this is where the fulfillment of verses like 1 Corinthians 4:8, 2 Timothy 2:12 and
Revelation 20:6 come in. 

This  is  backed up in Nelson's  Three-In-One Bible  Reference:  Seat  is  “a  place  of  authority  or
prominence; a place to sit.” Throne is “the seat and symbol of Kingly authority.”

Evidently the Translators sought to avoid CONFUSING the reader by erroneously interpretating
this verse to imply that these 24 Elders included the 12 Apostles. For even Matthew 19:28 seems
to imply the re-establishment of the Kingdom and that WILL ocurr in the Millennial Kingdom –
the 1,000 year reign of Christ. 

 To change the word seat to throne WOULD induce many to mishandle and incorrectly interpret
the Word of God. The mere use of the word “thrones” leads many to conclude that these are the
Apostles and the 12 Sons of Jacob. Why would folks do that? Because a throne indicates you are
“more worthy” than someone else. Yes? Okay so John sees these “seats” but what else does he see?

and upon the seats I saw – Now John continues his account and says that upon (that is on top
of) the seats. He saw something. What did he see? 

four and twenty elders sitting,  - Well, now this begs the question WHO are these? Can we
understand them? Are we going about this the proper way? First off we cannot READ into the
text, something that isn't there. 

The Greek word for elders is PRESBUTEROS (G4245) which means a male person who is older in
age. Another view is one in authority. J. Vernon McGee says: “By the way, the word presbyterian
comes from that,  and I  am reminded of  the  story  about  the  little  girl  who came home from her
Presbyterian Sunday school, and her mother asked her what they had talked about. "We talked about
heaven," the little girl replied. "Well, what did they say about it?" her mother asked. "The teacher said
that there were only twenty-four Presbyterians there!"

Now in the army sometimes officers are called “the old man” but he may be younger than most of
the men he commands, that is because “elder” there refers to one in charge.  Now, before we stat
figuring out who these guys are, let's look and see or observe (Remember Sherlock Holmes told
Watson: You see but do not observe!) what these “Elders” are doing in Heaven. Let's observe (all
references are found in the Book of Revelation:

1. They form the first circle around the throne of God, 4:4a
2. They are called elders, 4:4b
3. They are twenty-four sitting on twenty-four seats, 4:4c
4. They wear white garments and gold crowns, 4:4d
5. They fall down and worship God, 4:10
6. They sing hymns to God, 4:11; 5:9-10
7. They make comments to John, 5:5
8. They have harps & censers full of incense that represent the prayers of the saints, 5:8
9. They explain things to John, 7:14-17 

There is a great division among Bible Scholars and Students as to the identity of these Elders.
Thus is why I called them the “abused” Elders in Heaven! Most folks will either say: A.) They are
the 12 Apostles and 12 Sons of Jacob; B.) They are Angels and C.) They are various believers.



First off, I think we can discount Theory A primarily because 1.) These are NOT to be viewed as
thrones and 2.) The 12 Sons of Jacob will not have been resurrected in their glorified bodies per
Matthew 8:11. 

We can discount Theory B primarily because these Elders are further described in Revelation 5:9
“And they sung a new song, saying,  Thou art  worthy to take the book, and to open the seals
thereof:  for  thou  wast  slain,  and  hast  redeemed  us to  God  by  thy  blood out  of  every
kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation;” This shows that these were PEOPLE and
that these were SAVED PEOPLE – The Church.

Now there are some, like those who wrote the Online Revelation Commentary who say the King
James Bible is based on “faulty Greek Manuscripts.” Notice what they say:  “That the elders are
angelic beings would not be questioned if it were not for a poor translation of Revelation 5:9-10 in
the King James Version of the Bible.” They continue with their attacks upon the Word of God:
“The central issue concerns the Greek manuscripts used as the basis for our English translation. In
terms of the sheer number of manuscripts, a reading with us is favored in verse 9.” Yet as with all
modern corrupters of Scripture, they forgo the overwhelming number of Manuscripts and shoot
for the “so-called” older ones (at least that's what they tell you). 

This  issue  of  using  a  different  Manuscript  base  even  creeps  in  with  good  Study  Bibles  and
commentators who use King James Bibles. Notice Tim LaHaye explains his earlier confusion in
this matter: “Further Bible study convinced me that these “elders” had been redeemed by the
blood of the Lamb (5:9). Angels have not been redeemed, so it could not be angels. I had been
misled by the study note in the Scofield Reference Bible that indicated that word “us” in the KJV
was not found in the most ancient manuscripts. Actually it is indeed found in 23 of the 24 oldest
manuscripts  of  the  Book of  Revelation.”  Then even  LaHaye  starts  quoting  from an  NIV!  Oh
brother!

Notice the changes made by the use of corrupted Greek Manuscripts and their Modern Corrupted
English translations. The Online Revelation Commentary appealed to the NASB (New American
Standard Bible – of 1995 which is an update of the older NASB: NT published in 1963 & Complete
Bible in 1971 which is nothing but an update of the Revised Standard Version of 1946-1952 which
is a revision of the 1901 American Standard Version. Today the ESV is their standard which is an
update of the NASB, and these poor chowder-heads think they are getting the “cutting-edge” of
modern Bible Scholarship? They're getting a 1901 Bible that has went through several revisions!)
Now back to the NASB the Commentators appealed to, it says:  “And they sang a new song, saying,
"Worthy art Thou to take the book, and to break its seals; for Thou wast slain, and didst purchase
for God with Thy blood men from every tribe and tongue and people and nation. "And Thou hast
made them to be a kingdom and priests to our God; and they will reign upon the earth" 

So, they just screwed up the meaning totally! They've turned these Elders into angels! The CLEAR,
LITERAL teaching of Scripture supports the interpretation that these Elders are indeed Men and
saved men at that. There's more support coming in a moment. Now before we close, we must
include some thoughts to answer the question why are there 24?

The answer MAY lie in the Old Testament. LaHaye quotes Dr. Harry Ironside: “In 1 Chronicles,
Chapter 24, we read of something very similar...[King David appointed 24 elders]...to represent
the entire Levitical Priesthood. He divided the priests into 24 courses, each course to serve for 2
weeks at a time in the temple which Solomon was to build. The same arrangement was in force
when our Lord's forerunner [John the Baptist] was announced. Zacaharias was of the course of
Abia, the 8th in order (Luke 1:5). The priests were many thousnads in number; they could not all
come together at one time, but when the 24 elders met in the temple precincts in Jerusalem, the



whole  priestly  house  was  represented.”  Ironside  continues  and  states:  “...this  is  the
explanation....The elders in heaven represent the whole heavenly priesthood.”

I think there is merit to this viewpoint, because Moses was given “Heavenly blueprints” according
to  Exodus  25:9  &  40  and  Numbers  8:4.  The  same  wording  is  used  by  David  when  he
communicates to Solomon the “pattern” for the Temple. He states that God reveled it all to him in
1 Chronicles 28:11-12 and 18-19. Thus if all these were made on Earth “after the Heavenly Pattern”
we must conclude that the 24 Elders would have been possibly revealed to David.

The only caveat to my thoughts there is that the Church was a mystery Ephesians 3:4. If David
HAD seen this – he would not have KNOWN about the Church but merely SEEN 24 men involved
in worship before the Throne of God. Thus his copy was insituted in the Temple Worship. 

This is what these elders appear to be doing before the Lord worshipping and assisting in that
worship. The fact that God called the WHOLE nation a ation of priests in  Exodus 19:6 “And ye
shall be unto me a kingdom of priests, and an holy nation. These are the words which thou shalt
speak unto the children of Israel.” Yet they forfieted that right to intercede and thus the Aaronic
Priesthood was established by God.

The priests were the only ones who could act on behalf of the people towards God. Meanwhile in
the New Testament,  since  Christ  fulfilled all  the  Old Testament requirements  of  the  Law, He
became our High Priest  forever and then we the Church the Body of  Christ  became the new
priesthood  per  1  Peter  2:5  “Ye  also,  as  lively  stones,  are  built  up  a  spiritual  house,  an  holy
priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ.” and 1 Peter 2:9 “But
ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should
shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light:” 

So just as each course served for 2 weeks and then went back to their dwelling, so it seems this is
the organization of the “priesthood of Heaven.” Also remember beloved there will be sacrifices (in
memory of the sacrifice of Christ) in Jerusalem during the Millennial Kingdom per Ezekiel 43:18-
46:24 so this could very well be part of the “routine” Christ establishes for worshipping upon the
earth in the 1,000 year reign. 

clothed in white raiment;  -  Notice again: They wear white garments. The overcomers – the
saved are promised that they shall wear white raiment (Revelation 3:4-5 & 18). This points to
them being part of the Church.

and they had on their heads crowns of gold. -  Also, these elders are said to wear crowns.
Angels  are  NEVER said to wear crowns.  The fact  that  these  are  seen wearing crowns,  would
indicate they have went through the Judgement Seat of Christ (that is the Believer's Judgment for
Reward). One may say how can we be sure of this? LaHaye says (quoting Ironside) that these are:
“victors' crowns upon their heads.” We see that LaHaye quotes Dr. Henry Morris in support of
this: “the elders were wearing...victors' crowns (Greek stephanos, “wreath,” as also promised to
overcomers...).”

Recall  our  previous  study  concerning  the  5  crowns  (R GIRL = Crown of  Righteousness  -   2
Timothy 4:8; Crown of Glory – 1 Peter 5:4; Incorruptible Crown – 1 Corinthians 9;25; Crown of
Rejoicing – 1 Thessalonians 2:19 and the Crown of Life – James 1:12 & Revelation 2:10). Thus
these simple observations reveal the mystery of identity of these elders.


