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THE CHURCH SEALED, REVELATION 7:1-8 

Let’s turn in our Bibles please to the book of Revelation chapter 7.  We’re going to read together 
the entire chapter in order to understand the overall thrust of this message.  Verses 1 to 17:   

“1 And after these things I saw four angels standing on the four corners of the earth, holding the 
four winds of the earth, that the wind should not blow on the earth, nor on the sea, nor on any 
tree. 2 And I saw another angel ascending from the east, having the seal of the living God: and he 
cried with a loud voice to the four angels, to whom it was given to hurt the earth and the sea, 
3 saying, Hurt not the earth, neither the sea, nor the trees, till we have sealed the servants of our 
God in their foreheads. 4 And I heard the number of them which were sealed: and there were 
sealed an hundred and forty and four thousand of all the tribes of the children of Israel. 5 Of the 
tribe of Judah were sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Reuben were sealed twelve thousand. 
Of the tribe of Gad were sealed twelve thousand. 6 Of the tribe of Asher were sealed twelve 
thousand. Of the tribe of Nepthali were sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Manasseh were 
sealed twelve thousand. 7 Of the tribe of Simeon were sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of 
Levi were sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Issachar were sealed twelve thousand. 8 Of the 
tribe of Zabulon were sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Joseph were sealed twelve 
thousand. Of the tribe of Benjamin were sealed twelve thousand. 

“9 After this I beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, which no man could number, of all nations, and 
kindreds, and people, and tongues, stood before the throne, and before the Lamb, clothed with 
white robes, and palms in their hands; 10 and cried with a loud voice, saying, Salvation to our 
God which sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb. 11 And all the angels stood round about 
the throne, and about the elders and the four beasts, and fell before the throne on their faces, and 
worshipped God, 12 saying, Amen: Blessing, and glory, and wisdom, and thanksgiving, and 
honor, and power, and might, be unto our God for ever and ever. Amen. 

“13 And one of the elders answered, saying unto me, What are these which are arrayed in white 
robes? and whence came they? 14 And I said unto him, Sir, thou knowest. And he said to me, 
These are they which came out of great tribulation, and have washed their robes, and made them 
white in the blood of the Lamb. 15 Therefore are they before the throne of God, and serve him 
day and night in his temple: and he that sitteth on the throne shall dwell among them. 16 They 
shall hunger no more, neither thirst any more; neither shall the sun light on them, nor any heat. 
17 For the Lamb which is in the midst of the throne shall feed them, and shall lead them unto 
living fountains of waters: and God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes.” 

We have just concluded our study together of Revelation chapter 6, in which Jesus opened the 
first six seals of the book of God’s decrees revealing the things that will characterize the age 
between the first and the second comings of Christ.   

The first four seals reveal the work that Satan and his people will carry out during this age, under 
the imagery and symbolism of the four horsemen of the Apocalypse.  As the godless servants of 



Satan defy God and His laws, and as they persecute Christians for their faith, they will pursue 
conquest—the white horse; they will initiate wars—the red horse; they will provoke famine—the 
black horse; and they will facilitate death—the pale horse.  So conquest and war and famine and 
death will characterize the age in which we live, between the first and second coming of Christ.   

The fifth seal, chapter 6, then told us the destiny of believers who are faithful to Christ to the 
point of death.  When faithful believers die, their souls are immediately taken to heaven.  There 
they consciously enjoy the presence of God, and there they personally engage in fellowship and 
conversation with God. God, in giving them their white robes, declares them to be righteous, and 
promises them full vindication before the whole world when the end finally comes.   

But God makes it very clear to them, persecution and martyrdom will be the experience of 
believers all throughout this age.  We should never expect that the world at large will ever be 
anything other than hostile to Christians.  And so in the fifth seal we have great comfort, but we 
also are told that martyrdom and persecution are going to be the norm for Christians all 
throughout this age, and they will have their vindication, not in this age, but at the end of the age 
when the Lord Jesus returns and initiates the final judgment. 

The sixth seal, we saw in Revelation chapter 6, reveals the outcome of those who identified with 
and who participated in the work of the four horsemen.  At the end of the world, when the 
material universe is deconstructed and destroyed, then they will realize too late that God’s wrath 
is real, His judgment is imminent, and they will find no place to be able to hide from it.  Christ is 
returning, and they will not be able to stand up against Him, nor will they be able to stand up 
before Him.  They are utterly terrified, and they cry out in fearful dread these awful words: “The 
great day of his wrath is come; and who shall be able to stand?”  And thus chapter 6 closed.   

Well the good news, is that there are some who will be able to stand without fear before God, and 
those people are revealed to us in chapter 7.  Notice chapter 7 and verse 9.  It says, “After this I 
beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, which no man could number, of all nations, and kindreds, and 
people, and tongues, stood before the throne, and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and 
palms in their hands.”  So chapter 6 and verse 17 asks, “and who shall be able to stand?”  And 
chapter 7 and verse 9 says, These are the people who are standing.  They are standing before the 
throne, and they are standing before the Lamb.   

Now what makes the difference between the people of the sixth seal, who are crying out for the 
rocks and the hills to fall on them and to deliver them from the wrath of the Lamb before which 
they cannot stand, and those who are clearly standing before the Father and the Son with joy on 
their faces and no fear in their hearts?  What makes the difference between those two classes of 
people?  Well the answer is, what makes the difference is the seal of God.  Who are these people 
standing before the throne in verse 9 of chapter 7?  They are those who have been sealed with the 
seal of God; they are those described in chapter 7, verses 1 through 8.   

!  2



Chapter 7 is the answer to the fearful cry and question of chapter 6.  The fearful question of 
chapter 6 is this: Who will be able to stand before God in the presence of the wrath of God on the 
final day of judgment?  Who will be able to stand?  Well I’ll tell you, it will not be those who did 
the work of the four horsemen, but it will be those who loved and served the Lord Jesus Christ 
and who have been cleansed from their sins in the blood of the Lamb, as it says in chapter 7 and 
verse 14.  So the answer to the question, “Who will be able to stand” is, Those who have the seal 
of God in their foreheads—they will be able to stand.   

Chapter 7 sets before us a glorious picture of the Church of God, the Church of all of those who 
have been saved from the wrath to come.  And so as we proceed into chapter 7, we proceed into a 
very encouraging chapter.  Chapter 6 was one that described great evil—the four horsemen, the 
martyrdom of the saints, the wrath of God falling.  And then in chapter 7, we have this wonderful 
interlude of refreshment and blessing and delight and encouragement.  And here we want to 
pause and rest beside these still waters.   

Now chapter 7 can be divided into two parts.  First of all, we have the Church sealed in verses 1 
to 8.  Then we have the Church glorified in verses 9 to 17.  And that’s how we’re going to 
proceed.  Today, God willing, we’ll look at the Church sealed, and then next week, we’ll be 
looking at the Church glorified.  And as we look at the Church sealed, this section can be divided 
into two halves as well, and we want to look together at each of them this morning.   

In the first place then this morning, let us consider together the restraint of the four winds.  The 
restraint of the four winds is found in verses 1 through 3.  Notice if you will, it says, “And after 
these things I saw four angels standing on the four corners of the earth, holding the four winds of 
the earth, that the wind should not blow on the earth, nor on the sea, nor on any tree.”  So clearly 
what we have here is the restraint of these four winds.   

Now when John opens here in the first phrase of verse 1, he says, “And after these things I saw.”  
This phrase, “and after these things,” simply says that this was the next vision that I had, in 
sequence.  He is not saying that the things of chapter 7 follow the things of chapter 6 in 
chronological sequence.  He’s just simply saying, I had this vision, and then next, I had this 
vision.  And that’s the import of the phrase “after these things.”  All right? 

Now in verse 1, we have a repeated use of the number four.  Notice verse 1.  There are four 
angels, there are four corners of the earth, and there are four winds of the earth.  Three times in 
one verse, he uses the number four.  The number four, as we saw when we studied biblical 
numerology in the introduction to this series, represents the entire world, or the whole earth.  
Four symbolically represents the entire world. 

So whatever is happening in verse 1 is something that concerns the entire world.  The four 
corners of the earth are a reference to the four cardinal points of the compass, North, South, East, 
and West.  Those are the four corners of the earth.  He’s not saying the earth is a square, okay?  
He’s just simply saying the four directions, if you will, of the earth.  So the idea is that it’s over 
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the whole earth—whatever direction you go, this event spoken of in verse 1 concerns the entire 
earth, in whatever direction you go.   

Now the four angels are not identified.  There’s no indication that they are the same as the four 
seraphim that are around the throne.  They’re just four angels.  So they’re not identified, but what 
they’re doing is extremely important.  It says that they’re holding back the four winds from 
blowing on the earth, or on the sea, or on any tree.  The symbolic meaning of the wind as it is 
used here is very important.  Wind is a symbol of God’s judgment.   

Turn with me in your Bibles if you would please to Jeremiah 49.  We’re going to look at 
verses 34 to 37.  The Lord here is talking about the province of Elam.  Elam is a geographical 
area.  Jeremiah 49, verses 34 to 37:   

“34 The word of the LORD that came to Jeremiah the prophet against Elam in the beginning of the 
reign of Zedekiah king of Judah, saying, 35 Thus saith the LORD of hosts; Behold, I will break the 
bow of Elam, the chief of their might.”  Now here it is, verse 36: “And upon Elam will I bring 
the four winds from the four quarters of heaven, and will scatter them toward all those winds; 
and there shall be no nation whither the outcasts of Elam shall not come. 37 For I will cause Elam 
to be dismayed before their enemies, and before them that seek their life: and I will bring evil 
upon them, even my fierce anger, saith the LORD; and I will send the sword after them, till I have 
consumed them.” 

Now clearly, the four winds from the four quarters of the earth here are a sign and a symbol of 
God’s wrath against the province of Elam.  So the four winds from the four corners of the earth 
in Revelation 7 and verse 1 will also bring God’s wrath and God’s destruction upon the earth 
against the people of the earth.   

Please turn back, if you will, to Revelation chapter 7.  In Revelation 7 and verse 2b and verse 3a, 
notice what it says.  Verse 2, “And I saw another angel ascending from the east, having the seal 
of the living God: and he cried with a loud voice to the four angels,”—now remember these are 
the four angels that are holding the four winds from the four quarters of the earth—“to whom it 
was given”—these four angels to whom it was given—“to hurt the earth and the sea, 3 saying, 
Hurt not the earth, neither the sea, nor the trees,” until we have done something. 

So these four winds that these four angels are holding back from the four quarters of the earth 
have the power to hurt.  So clearly, the four winds symbolize God’s judgment upon the earth—
judgments that will hurt the earth, judgments that will affect the earth and the sea and the trees, 
and of course by implication, those who dwell on them and those who are dependent upon them. 

It’s very interesting to me that in chapter 8, when the seventh seal is opened, there are revealed to 
us seven trumpets.  How does a trumpet make noise?  It makes it with wind.  You blow into it 
and wind comes out the bell, does it not?  Now I want you to notice Revelation 8, verses 6 
through 9, the first two trumpets.   
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“6 And the seven angels which had the seven trumpets prepared themselves to sound. 7 The first 
angel sounded, and there followed hail and fire mingled with blood, and they were cast upon”—
what?—“the earth: and the third part of”—what?—“trees was burnt up, and all green grass was 
burnt up.”  So here we have in Revelation 8, verse 7, when this wind comes out of this trumpet, 
the earth and the trees are destroyed.  And that’s exactly what was being said that these winds 
would do in chapter 7.  It says these winds should not blow on the earth, nor on any tree.   

Now notice the next trumpet, Revelation 8, verse 8: “And the second angel sounded, and as it 
were a great mountain burning with fire was cast into”—what?—“the sea: and the third part of 
the sea became blood; 9 and the third part of the creatures which were in the sea, and had life, 
died; and the third part of the ships were destroyed.”   

So what we have in chapter 7 is God holding back the winds, which represent His judgment on 
the earth and the sea and the trees.  Then in chapter 8, what do we have?  His judgments falling 
on the earth and the trees and the sea from these trumpets.  So this idea of wind being the blast of 
God’s wrath falling on the earth is clearly established, not only from Jeremiah 49, but also from 
Revelation 7, verses 2b and 3a, and then confirmed by Revelation 8, verses 6 through 9. 

Now verse 2 of Revelation 7: “2 And I saw another angel ascending from the east, having the seal 
of the living God: and he cried with a loud voice to the four angels, to whom it was given to hurt 
the earth and the sea, 3 saying, Hurt not the earth,” etc.  In verse 1, we are introduced to these 
four angels, and they’re holding these four winds in the four quarters of the earth so that they 
don’t yet hurt the earth.  Then in verse 2, we’re introduced to a fifth angel.  This fifth angel, it 
says, comes from the east and he addresses the four angels that are holding back the four winds.   

It’s interesting that this angel arises out of the east.  The east is the place from which redemption 
and salvation come, symbolically, in the Scriptures.  The sun rises in the east, doesn’t it?  The 
sun brings us light and brings us blessing.  And so it is, this angel arises to bring great blessing to 
the people of God in the form of a seal in his hand, which is the seal of the living God.   

Now I would like for you to turn for a moment please to Malachi chapter 4.  In Malachi 4, 
verses 1 to 3, is a wonderful promise God gives to His people.  It says: 

“1 For, behold, the day cometh, that shall burn as an oven; and all the proud, yea, and all that do 
wickedly, shall be stubble: and the day that cometh shall burn them up, saith the LORD of hosts, 
that it shall leave them neither root nor branch.”  Now that sounds very much like what it speaks 
of in Revelation 8 with the first two trumpets—this hail and fire falling from heaven, and this 
burning mountain falling from heaven, burning with fire.   

Now notice Malachi 4, verse 2: “But unto you that fear my name shall the Sun of righteousness 
arise with healing in his wings; and ye shall go forth, and grow up as calves of the stall. 3 And ye 
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shall tread down the wicked; for they shall be ashes under the soles of your feet in the day that I 
shall do this saith the LORD of hosts.”   

Now the Sun of righteousness there is clearly a reference to Messiah, the Lord Jesus.  But He is 
called the Sun., and the idea is that the sun rises in the east.  The Bible repeatedly uses this 
metaphor of the Sun rising, of redemption coming, and salvation coming, and Messiah coming.  
You remember the wise men came from the East to find the Lord Jesus.  And so this metaphor of 
the East is a very positive thing, conveying blessing and redemption coming to the people of 
God.   

Turn back, please, to Revelation 7 and verse 2.  He says, “I saw another angel ascending from 
the east.”  So this is a good guy, okay?  He’s bringing good things.  It says that he comes and he’s 
got a seal, and it specifically says that it’s “the seal of the living God.”  Now the use of a seal in 
biblical times was very common, and it was also very important, and there’s a great deal of 
information in the Bible about the issue of seals.   

A seal signified three things when it was placed on something.  First of all, it signified 
authentication.  When something is authentic, you’re saying that it’s real and genuine, as opposed 
to being false and fraudulent.  A king would seal his letters with a unique seal that belonged to 
him alone, so the recipient would know that the letters that were being sent were genuinely from 
the king, and they weren’t forgeries from somebody else.   

In John chapter 6 and verse 27, Jesus Himself says, “Labor not for the meat which perisheth, but 
for that meat which endureth unto everlasting life, which the Son of man shall give unto you: for 
him hath God the Father sealed.”  That is, Jesus is saying, God the Father has put His stamp of 
authentication on me that I am the true manna that comes from heaven, and I am not some false 
Messiah.  And at His baptism, God the Father declared Jesus to be the authentic Messiah, and not 
some imposter, by the descent of the Spirit in the form of a dove upon Him, and by God speaking 
of Him from heaven.  So when the Spirit visibly descended on Jesus, and when God spoke from 
heaven saying, “This is my beloved Son in whom I am well pleased” at His baptism, this was 
God’s stamp of authentication, which He placed on Jesus, saying, He is the real, genuine, 
authentic Messiah.  So Jesus says, I’ve been sealed.  I’ve been stamped “authentic.” 

The seal signifies not only authentication in the Scriptures, it also signifies ownership.  The seal 
was the stamp of ownership, which made the statement that the item sealed belonged to the one 
who placed the seal on it.  For example, when a transaction took place—for example, a load of 
lumber would come in on a ship, the seller would make a deal with the buyer, the money would 
be paid, the stamp of ownership would be put on the bundle of lumber, and then the merchant 
would go away and send his servant to go down and get his bundle of lumber with his seal, his 
stamp of ownership on it.  We find cattlemen doing this all the time with their cows, don’t they?  
They put their seal on the cow—it’s a brand.  What they’re saying is, That’s mine.   
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In Second Timothy 2 and verse 19, it says, “Nevertheless the foundation of God standeth sure, 
having this seal, The Lord knoweth them that are his.”  And when God puts His seal on someone, 
He’s saying, That belongs to me.  I have authority over it.  It is mine.  I will take responsibility 
for it and I will take care of it.  It belongs to me. 

But there’s a third thing that a seal signifies.  It not only signifies authentication, it not only 
signifies ownership, but thirdly, it signifies security.  That which is sealed is secure.  You recall 
that the tomb of Jesus had a seal set on the door in order to make it secure so that it would not be 
disturbed.  That’s spoken of in Matthew 27 and verse 66. 

We read in Ephesians 4 and verse 30 these words: “And grieve not the holy Spirit of God, 
whereby ye are sealed unto the day of redemption.”  The clear implication there is that the seal of 
God secures us and the seal of God preserves us until the day when Jesus returns to finish and 
finally apply His redemption to us.  We cannot fall away.  We are safely kept until Jesus comes 
again because He has put His seal on us and that secures us.   

I would like for you to turn in your Bibles please to Ephesians chapter 1.  We see here probably 
the clearest and most extensive passage on the subject of sealing in relationship to the believer 
anywhere in the New Testament.  Ephesians 1, reading from verse 12: 

“12 that we should be to the praise of his glory, who first trusted in Christ. 13 in whom ye also 
trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation.”  So you hear the 
gospel, you trust in Jesus.  Notice verse 13 says, “in whom also after that ye believed,” or it 
could be read, “in whom also having believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise, 
14 which is the earnest of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession, unto 
the praise of his glory.”   

Now there is a great deal in that passage, but what I want to emphasize is this: The Holy Spirit 
Himself is the seal that is given to us, and the seal that is given to us, it says, is “the earnest of 
our inheritance.”   

Those of you who have bought houses, what have you done?  You’ve put down earnest money, 
haven’t you?  The earnest money is the promise that you’re going to complete the transaction in 
the future.  And if you don’t complete the transaction, the earnest money is forfeited, right?  So 
it’s definitely a promise.  It’s a promise of security of future fulfillment.  You’re giving security 
that you’re going to fulfill your promise to buy the house.   

Now the Greek word here for earnest is arrabón, and “earnest” money is that which is given as a 
pledge that the full amount will subsequently be paid.  So the Holy Spirit is given to us as the 
security that God is going to fully purchase us and apply to us all that He has promised in 
redemption at some point in the future.   
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And it’s also very interesting that this Greek word arrabón, translated “earnest” here, is also the 
same word that is used for an engagement ring.  We have an engaged couple in our church, and 
the man gave the woman an engagement ring—an arrabón.  And what was that?  It was his 
promise that, At some day in the future, I am going to marry you.  And when that day comes, he 
will fulfill that promise.  He will marry, based upon the pledge, the arrabón, the earnest that he 
gave to her when he put that engagement ring on her finger. 

You know what God’s engagement ring is to us?  It’s the Holy Spirit.  He has said, I am engaged 
to you.  Here’s my engagement ring.  It’s the seal of the Spirit.  And He says, One of these days, 
we’re going to have the marriage supper of the Lamb.  So every believer has the seal of the Holy 
Spirit given to him at the moment of salvation.  Notice what our text says.  It says, “Having 
believed, you were sealed.”  That is, at the moment you believed, you were sealed with the Holy 
Spirit.  So every believer has the seal of God. 

Turn back please to Revelation chapter 7.  This fifth angel says to these four angels in verse 3, 
“Hurt not the earth, neither the sea, nor the trees, till we have sealed the servants of our God in 
their foreheads.”  Isn’t that interesting?  Sealed where?  In their foreheads.   

The seal is said to be in their foreheads for two reasons.  First of all, the believer’s faith is at the 
forefront of his mind, and it informs all of his thinking.  Your head is what you think with, right?  
And the forehead represents the forefront of your thinking.  Secondly, the believer’s faith has the 
highest place of prominence in his life.  When you’re going to hang something on your body, as 
you move up your body, stuff becomes more important, right?  When you’ve got an anklet, it’s 
way down there, and as you come up, you put a necklace on, and that’s way more important than 
the anklet, right?  It’s higher on your body.  The idea is, the highest place you can put something 
is on the forehead.  In the Old Testament, the priest that went into the temple had a little plate of 
metal on his forehead that said, “Holiness to the Lord.”  The holiness of God was given the 
highest place of prominence and importance in the costume and dress that the priests wore.   

The point is, the Holy Spirit and the sealing work He does in our lives has the highest place of 
prominence and importance in our life.  It informs all of our thinking.  It’s at the forefront of our 
mind that we are Christians, that God has saved us, and that God is taking us to heaven.  There’s 
not anything literally tattooed onto your forehead, but it’s metaphorical for the idea that the Holy 
Spirit and the salvation that He conveys is at the forefront of our mind and it is the highest place 
of prominence in our lives.  It’s what we lead with.  Negatively, it says in the Old Testament 
regarding Israel that she had a whore’s forehead.   

So clearly, the forehead is used symbolically of that which is the most important, the most 
prominent, the most descriptive, and the most characteristic of what you are about.  This seal is 
not like a computer code tattooed into your forehead, and in the same way, the mark of the beast 
is not some computer code or chip placed into your forehead or in your hand.  It’s interesting to 
note that the people of God have their mark, and the people of Satan have their mark.   
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Now the mark of the beast isn’t something that’s going to occur some day in the future, in the 
tribulation, when antichrist arises.  The mark of the beast is present right now in the lives of 
every person who is unsaved.  Every one of them has the mark of the beast.  They think like 
Satan.  Satan has the highest place of prominence in their lives.  All of his wickedness is at the 
forefront of their minds.  In the same way, the believer has the mark of God, the seal of God, and 
all of his thinking is around the Lord Jesus and the Lord Jesus has the highest place of 
prominence in his life.   

So you are marked in this life, either with the seal of God or with the mark of the beast.  And just 
like this seal of God is not literal, like some computer chip in your forehead or in your hand, in 
the same way, the mark of the beast is not literal either.  It’s not some computer chip in your 
forehead or in the back of your hand.   

What we have in our passage in Revelation is a restraint upon the execution of God’s judgments 
upon the earth until God’s people are clearly identified, so that none of those judgments will be 
brought against them.  That’s the thrust of verses 1 through 3.  The angel places God’s seal upon 
these people; he places on them His mark of authentication, declaring that these are the genuine 
people of God; he places upon them His mark of ownership, declaring that they belong to Him; 
and he places on them His mark of security, declaring that they are not to be disturbed and that 
they are to be protected when God’s wrath falls on the earth and all of its inhabitants.  That’s the 
significance of the seal on the saints.  The intention of God in sealing His people is that they 
would escape the wrath that is going to fall on the wicked.  He says to these four angels, Don’t 
release the wrath of God until we have identified the people of God, so that that wrath won’t fall 
on them.   

We see this foreshadowed in the Passover in Egypt.  Indeed, as we look at the seven trumpets, 
and as we look at the seven bowls or vials, we’re going to see that the judgments that fall on the 
earth are very parallel to the judgments that fell in Egypt.   

You recall that as the ten plagues fell on Egypt, the Jews in the land of Goshen were spared from 
those judgments, especially in the tenth plague of the death of the firstborn.  The firstborn of the 
Jews were spared by having the blood of the Passover lamb placed on the doorposts, and the 
blood was like the seal of God.  So when the death angel went to kill the firstborn and he saw the 
blood, he did not execute God’s wrath upon those under the protection of this seal, that is, under 
the protection of the blood of the Passover lamb.  So if you had that seal of the blood on your 
door, the judgment didn’t fall on you, but bypassed you.   

And so it is that as God pours out His judgments upon this earth in this age, those sealed with the 
seal of God will escape the destructive effects of those judgments and not be subject to the wrath 
that they are sent to convey upon the wicked.   

Now this is not to say that those sealed with the seal of God will not experience hardship as God 
pours out His judgment on the wicked of this age.  But it is to say that as believers experience the 
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fallout from God’s wrath being poured out on the wicked in this age, the effect it will have on 
them will be worked together for their good.  Believers will be preserved and sanctified and 
glorified through the judgments that are sent on the wicked to punish them and destroy them and 
damn them.   

Do we not see this is in the life of Daniel?  God sent terrible judgments on Israel because of their 
wickedness.  Did Daniel experience some of the fallout from those judgments?  Yes, but how did 
God work it together for him?  He preserved him, He sanctified him, He brought him to a place 
of prominence and ministry, and ultimately took him to heaven.  And the same thing that was 
meant for wrath for the wicked was used to sanctify and bless Daniel, though he did experience 
some suffering as the fallout from God’s wrath on the wicked.  So what works together for evil 
to the wicked will work together for good for the righteous who are sealed with the seal of God.  
God’s judgments on the wicked will never hurt the saints, though they may create some suffering 
for the saints.   

But oftentimes, the righteous escape the effect of the judgment of God on the wicked altogether, 
because they live lives that are separated from the person of the wicked and the works of the 
wicked and the behaviors of the wicked.  As a result, they are separated from the outcomes of the 
troubles that are sent upon them from God.  When you look at all the terrible things that happen 
to the wicked, a lot of those things happen to them because of the choices they make to defy the 
laws of God and to live in disobedience to them.  So they experience things we never do because 
we don’t do the things they do, and therefore we don’t have the consequences that they 
experience.   

Now I want you to notice an Old Testament passage that speaks of the protection from God’s 
judgment that the seal in the forehead affords.  Turn please in your Bible to Ezekiel chapter 9.  
We’re going to read together the entire chapter, verses 1 through 11.   

“1 He cried also in mine ears with a loud voice, saying, Cause them that have charge over the city 
to draw near, even every man with his destroying weapon in his hand. 2 And, behold, six men 
came from the way of the higher gate, which lieth toward the north, and every man a slaughter 
weapon in his hand; and one man among them was clothed with linen, with a writer’s inkhorn by 
his side: and they went in, and stood beside the brazen altar. 3 And the glory of the God of Israel 
was gone up from the cherub, whereupon he was, to the threshold of the house. And he called to 
the man clothed with linen, which had the writer’s inkhorn by his side; 4 and the LORD said unto 
him, Go through the midst of the city, through the midst of Jerusalem, and set a mark upon the 
foreheads of the men that sigh and that cry for all the abominations that be done in the midst 
thereof.”  So he says, here’s men who are mourning over the sins and the wickedness of their 
city.  He says, You go through and put a mark on their foreheads.  That’s what your inkhorn is 
for.   

Verse 5: “And to the others he said in mine hearing, Go ye after him”—he goes through first and 
marks the righteous people who are grieved with the sin of the age, then says, “Go ye after him 
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through the city, and smite: let not your eye spare, neither have ye pity: 6 slay utterly old and 
young, both maids, and little children, and women: but come not near any man upon whom is the 
mark; and begin at my sanctuary. Then they began at the ancient men which were before the 
house. 7 And he said unto them, Defile the house, and fill the courts with the slain: go ye forth. 
And they went forth, and slew in the city. 

“8 And it came to pass, while they were slaying them, and I was left, that I fell upon my face, and 
cried, and said, Ah Lord GOD! wilt thou destroy all the residue of Israel in thy pouring out of thy 
fury upon Jerusalem?”  It seemed like there was hardly anybody marked with the mark.  “9 Then 
said he unto me, The iniquity of the house of Israel and Judah is exceeding great, and the land is 
full of blood, and the city full of perverseness: for they say, The LORD hath forsaken the earth, 
and the LORD seeth not.”  Sounds like standard atheism, right?   

Verse 10: “And as for me also, mine eye shall not spare, neither will I have pity, but I will 
recompense their way upon their head.”  And we’re going to see that in the rest of the book of 
Revelation—the trumpets and the vials.  “11 And, behold, the man clothed with linen, which had 
the inkhorn by his side, reported the matter, saying, I have done as thou hast commanded me.” 

What Ezekiel is saying is, Lord, there weren’t very many spared; in fact, so few it seemed like 
you’re just going to wipe them all out.  But no, there were some.  And when you look at the 
world today, how many genuine Christians are there?  Just a tiny minority, right?  Let’s just 
throw out a number and say 5%, which means 95% of the world are subject to the wrath of God 
and bear the mark of the beast.  Now I know a lot more than 5% profess faith in Christ, but how 
many genuine believers are there?   

So what we see from Ezekiel chapter 9 is that God’s people are always sealed before God’s 
judgment falls.  They are identified and they are protected from those judgments.  And that’s 
exactly what we see in Revelation chapter 7, is it not?  And once again, we find repeatedly that 
the key to understanding the book of Revelation is in the Old Testament.   

Now turn back please in your Bibles to Revelation chapter 7.  We come now to our second major 
point.  Having seen the restraint of the four winds in verses 1 to 3, notice secondly the sealing of 
the 144,000 in verses 4 to 8.  Notice if you will, verse 4: “And I heard the number of them which 
were sealed: and there were sealed an hundred and forty and four thousand of all the tribes of the 
children of Israel.”  Then he lists the tribes and says there’s twelve thousand out of each of them.   

Now the number used here to describe those sealed is clearly a symbolic number.  We have 
previously seen the repeated use of symbolic numbers in the book of Revelation, and indeed, all 
the numbers in this book are to be taken symbolically unless there is a compelling reason to take 
them literally.  We have seen that the number twelve conveys the concept of the chosen people of 
God.  There are twelve tribes of Israel, there are twelve apostles.  These make up the Church.  
We see that in Revelation 21, verses 9 to 14, which we looked at previously.   
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We also noted in our study of numerology that when numbers are multiplied together, it 
represents an intensification of the symbolic idea that they represent.  So twelve times twelve, 
which equals 144, is an intensification of the concept of the chosen people of God, and the 144 
represents the whole people of God, with an intensified focus and awareness.  And 144 is 
multiplied by a thousand, which is ten times ten times ten—ten being the number of perfection.   

So you have twelve squared and you have ten cubed, and the idea of the multiplication of these 
symbolic numbers is that what is set before us here is a perfect representation—ten times ten 
times ten—of the whole number of the saved people of God, twelve times twelve.  Twelve is the 
number of the people of God, ten is the number of perfection, so you have the people of God in 
perfection represented here by the 144,000.   

To gain further insight into the meaning of the 144,000, please turn to Revelation chapter 14.  
They appear before us again in Revelation 14, and we want to notice that these 144,000 are the 
whole body of people that are redeemed out of the earth.  Notice Revelation 14:1: “And I looked, 
and, lo, a Lamb stood on the mount Sion, and with him an hundred forty and four thousand, 
having his Father’s name written in their foreheads.”  There’s the seal.  Here it’s called the 
“Father’s name,” but notice where it’s written—in their foreheads.   

“2 And I heard a voice from heaven, as the voice of many waters, and as the voice of a great 
thunder: and I heard the voice of harpers harping with their harps: 3 and they sung as it were a 
new song before the throne, and before the four beasts, and the elders: and no man could learn 
that song but the hundred and forty and four thousand,”—here it is—“which were redeemed 
from the earth. 4 These are they which were not defiled with women; for they are virgins,”—that 
is, they didn’t commit spiritual adultery—“These are they which follow the Lamb whithersoever 
he goeth.”  They’re clearly disciples of the Lord Jesus.  “These were redeemed from among 
men,”—this is the body of saved people—“being the firstfruits unto God and to the Lamb. 5 And 
in their mouth was found no guile: for they are without fault before the throne of God.” 

So clearly, this 144,000 represents the whole body of the people of God that are redeemed from 
the earth, and they’re now standing perfected and glorified before the throne of God.  The folly 
of literalizing this number of 144,000 is that this same body of people represented by the number 
144,000 in verse 4 is represented in verse 9 as being a great multitude which no man can number.   

Turn back to Revelation 7, please, and notice 9: “After this I beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, 
which no man could number, of all nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues, stood before 
the throne, and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and palms in their hands.”  This is the 
same group that’s spoken of in Revelation chapter 14.  But now they’re said to be a multitude 
which no man can number.  Now anybody can count to 144,000, but clearly, this 144,000 is a 
symbolic number, not a literal number, because it refers to a group of people which no man can 
number—all the redeemed from the face of the earth. 
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Now the question arises as to why our passage refers to these 144,000 people as being sealed out 
of all the tribes of the children of Israel.  Let me just say this also, if you literalize this, do we 
have exactly 12,000, not 11, 999, or 12,001 taken out of each tribe?  Does God save a perfectly 
equal number of people out of each tribe?  It would be ridiculous to think so.  Clearly, once 
again, these are symbolic numbers.   

But the question is why our passage refers to these people as being sealed out of these tribes of 
the children of Israel.  This has led some to believe that these 144,000 people are some literal 
number of ethnic Jews that become saved during some phase of the current age in which we are 
now living, usually after the Rapture and before the second coming, according to the 
Dispensationalists.  But this can hardly be the case.  For one thing, never once in the book of 
Revelation does John ever draw any distinction between Jewish Christians and Gentile 
Christians.  The Bible makes it clear that under the New Covenant, there is no difference 
between the Jew and the Gentile, but instead, we’re all one in Christ.   

Furthermore, John’s list of these twelve tribes does not agree with any biblical list of the twelve 
tribes found anywhere else in the Bible.  For example, the tribe of Dan is entirely omitted from 
this list.  It’s not mentioned.  The tribe of Ephraim is entirely omitted from this list.  It is not 
mentioned.  The tribe of Joseph is mentioned, but there was no such tribe in Israel.  You 
remember, Joseph had two sons, Ephraim and Manasseh, and those were the tribes.  There’s no 
tribe of Joseph.  The tribe of Levi is included, when it is ordinarily omitted, being as it is the 
thirteenth tribe.   

Did you ever wonder why there’s twelve apostles and Paul, and Paul was the one who did more 
for God than the other twelve put together?  And the Levites were the ones who served God, 
more than the other twelve tribes put together?  So when you count the twelve tribes, because 
Joseph became two tribes, Ephraim and Manasseh—if you’re going to have twelve tribes, Levi 
has to step out. (Levi would be the 13 tribe, just like Paul would be the 13th apostle)  You 
remember the Levites were given no inheritance.  They didn’t have a piece of land.  So they had 
a special status that was distinct from the twelve tribes.  It’s like Paul had a special status; he was 
distinct from the twelve apostles, though he was an apostle.  And Levi was a tribe, but distinct 
from the twelve tribes, and ordinarily left out of the list.   

Furthermore, the order of the tribes is all askew, because it starts with this tribe of Judah, rather 
than with the tribe of Reuben, who is the firstborn.  Of course, Jesus came out of the tribe of 
Judah, and thus it’s put in first place, emphasizing far more the issue of redemption than the issue 
of Israel.   

So this very irregular list seems to indicate that John here is speaking of spiritual Israel, not 
ethnic Israel.  In other words, he is speaking of the New Israel, which is the Church, rather than 
Old Covenant Israel.  Besides, at this point in history, ten of the twelve tribes were lost.  You 
couldn’t even identify them.  They were taken into captivity by the Assyrians into the north, and 
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they integrated into the population and disappeared through intermarriage, and only Judah and 
Benjamin came back and were established.  Among them were some Levites. 

The Church of believers is the true spiritual Israel.  The Bible makes this very clear. Turn please 
to Galatians chapter 3.  We’re going to look at verses 6 to 9.  It says: “6 Even as Abraham 
believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness. 7 Know ye therefore that they 
which are of faith,”—that’s you.  Do you believe?  Are you among those who believe in Christ 
and have faith in Christ?  You are.  “7 Know ye therefore that they which are of faith, the same 
are the children of Abraham.”  If you have faith in Jesus Christ, you are a child of Abraham; thus, 
you are a spiritual Jew.   

Notice verse 8: “And the scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the heathen,”—that is, the 
Gentiles, that’s us—“through faith, preached before the gospel unto Abraham, saying, In thee 
shall all nations be blessed. 9 So then they which be of faith are blessed with faithful Abraham.”  
Now turn to the very last verse of chapter 3, verse 29.  He says, “And if ye be Christ’s, then are 
ye Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise.”   

So those who have the faith of Abraham are the children of Abraham.  Abraham had Christ; 
Christ had you, via the new birth; and as a result, you are now considered to be the seed of 
Abraham; you are the spiritual Israel.  You are the true Jews who were sealed out of the peoples 
of the earth and declared to be the real Israel of God.   

Turn please to Romans chapter 2.  Notice verses 28 and 29: “28 For he is not a Jew, which is one 
outwardly; neither is that circumcision, which is outward in the flesh: 29 but he is a Jew, which is 
one inwardly; and circumcision is that of the heart, in the spirit, and not in the letter; whose 
praise is not of men, but of God.”  So what he’s saying is that just because you’re an ethnic Jew, 
and just because you’re circumcised, doesn’t mean you’re a true Jew.  The true Jews are those 
who are circumcised in heart; that is, they have regenerate hearts, and they’re Jews inwardly as a 
result of salvation and as a result of faith in Jesus Christ. 

Paul says in reinforcement of this concept, in Philippians 3 and verse 3, “For we are the 
circumcision, which worship God in the spirit, and rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have no 
confidence in the flesh.”  Paul says that we, Jew and Gentile, are the real Jews because we are 
those who rejoice in Christ Jesus, and we’re not even worried about the flesh.  We’re not worried 
about genetic descent anymore.  We are concerned only and exclusively about regeneration of 
heart. 

Turning back now please to Revelation chapter 7, we see that God has chosen people out of 
various tribes.  He’s got quite the list of tribes there, doesn’t he?  We see that God has chosen 
people out of various tribes, twelve—the number of the chosen people of God—multiplied by a 
thousand—the number of perfection.  God has chosen the perfect number of people out of 
various places and out of various people groups.   
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We see that God has chosen people out of various tribes, and out of some tribes, He chose none.  
There’s no Ephraimites  there, and there’s no Danites there.  And we see that across the world, 
there are some periods in history and some nations where God chose no people.  There was no 
gospel there—no witness of Christ, because there’s no elect, right?   

So God chose some out of some people groups and out of some geographical locations, and He 
didn’t choose others out of certain people groups and geographical locations.  And that’s His 
prerogative.  But what He did choose was the perfect number of people out of the places where 
He did choose them, and out of the people groups that He chose them from.   

What we have here is a variety of tribes—twelve, to be exact.  But the variety of tribes He has 
chosen people out of—these 12,000 out of each of these tribes—represent the large number of 
the chosen people of God in various locations and in various identity groups who are saved 
across the world and down through the ages.   

The point of these twelve tribes being mentioned is this: God’s electing choices are widely 
distributed across the broad cross section of humanity, all across the earth, without universally 
including every people group and every place at every time in history, which is congruent with 
what we see in the rest of the Scriptures, is it not?   

So the central message of our passage this morning is this: When God pours out His wrath 
against a society that is rebellious and hardened against Him, those who are believers may 
experience some suffering as a result, but what they experience is not God’s judgment, because 
there is no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, it says in Romans 8 and verse 1.  And 
what they experience will only be worked together for their good and never for their harm, for 
their preservation and not for their destruction, for their sanctification and not for their apostasy, 
for their glorification and not for their damnation.   

But for the wicked who do not have the seal of God, they will experience the full force of the 
fury of God against them, and all the terror which that represents, and they will not be delivered.  
Those with the slaughter weapon that go through the people, if they don’t find the seal, those 
without the seal will be damned and destroyed.   

The question I have to ask you this morning is this: Are you protected from the wrath of God 
with the seal of God?  Or are you exposed to the wrath of God because the seal of God is absent 
in your life?  How do you know if you have the seal?  Well, the seal is the Holy Spirit, as we 
have seen.  And if you have the Holy Spirit, then you’re going to be bearing the fruits of the 
Spirit—love and joy and peace and gentleness and goodness and longsuffering and patience and 
selfcontrol—all the things that are listed in Galatians 5:22-23. 

Furthermore, He is the Holy Spirit, and there will be a heart cry after holiness.  Who did the 
scribe with the inkhorn by his side mark in the forehead?  Did he mark the perfect people?  He 
marked the people who mourned over the sins that they committed and that their society 
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committed.  They were grieved with sin and they longed for holiness.  In a word, they hungered 
and thirsted after righteousness.   

Those that have the seal of God in their forehead are not perfect people, but people who love 
holiness and hate iniquity; who are grieved with their sin and who are seeking deliverance from 
it through Christ and through the pursuit of the means of grace.  On them, though sufferings may 
fall, injury will never occur.  Whatever sufferings come will never hurt them, but will only 
sanctify them, preserve them, and prepare them for heaven.   

And so what we see here is the blessed status of the chosen people of God, all of God’s elect who 
upon salvation are given the seal of God.  They are protected from the wrath of God that He is 
pouring out on the wicked all through this age, and which will find its final expression on the day 
of judgment. 

Do you have something of salvation now?  You do, don’t you?  But will you have it in all of its 
fullness in the end?  You will.  And the wicked, do they have something of the judgment of God 
now?  They do.  But they’ll have it in all of its fullness at the end. 

And so we see as these four horsemen ride, and as these trumpets blow, and as these vials are 
poured out, these are the temporal judgments of God that occur in this age upon the wicked for 
their wickedness when they don’t have the seal of God.  And of course, they will receive all of 
the fullness of that in the end, at the day of judgment when they are cast into the lake of fire.  
And so now, we are protected.  Now, they are judged. 

Thank God that we are not viewed by God in the same class and category as the unsaved, and 
thus God deals completely differently with us than He does with them, because we have the seal 
of God, and they have the mark of the beast.   

Well, choose you this day whose mark shall be upon you.  Fly to Christ.  Cry out to Him to 
forgive you, to save you, to redeem you, to put His mark upon you.  And Jesus says, “Those who 
come to me, I will in no wise cast out.”  Come to Him today.  He will receive you and He will 
protect you.  Shall we pray together. 

Our Father, we thank you so much for this blessed word, for this glorious truth.  And Father, as 
we proceed through this book, we see that what is happening in this world is exactly what’s 
supposed to be happening.  Things aren’t out of control.  God hasn’t walked away.  But it’s what 
you predicted and prophesied to occur.  And so, Lord, we just ask that you might help us to 
understand, help us to be patient, help us not to misinterpret what’s going on.   

Lord, I just pray that each of us would search our heart and seek for the seal that is consistent 
with the indwelling of the Holy Spirit and all the fruit He produces.  And Father, as we see that 
fruit and have confidence that we are the sealed of God, we can face the future with confidence 
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and optimism, knowing that we shall not have those four winds of God’s judgment blowing upon 
us.  Father, we thank you for that.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
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