
 A Captive To Christ Alone   (Philippians 1:1,2 ) 

• Paul’s introduction to the letter of Philippians sets the themes for its content.  

• The issues he addresses in the beginning can be traced throughout the letter  

• Paul introduces these themes with the name above all names: Jesus Christ.  

1) Bond servants in Jesus Christ: 2) Saints in Christ Jesus 3) Grace and peace 

from the Lord Jesus Christ  

• We have covered the first point – “Bondservants in Jesus” (*Deut 15: 12-17*) 

II. To all the Saints in Christ Jesus who are in Philippi…v.1  

• The word “saint” describes those who have access to God’s holy presence 

• Saint & holy: words from the same family: it speaks of purity & access to God 

(Exod.3:5; 26:33; 28:36; Isa.6; Lev. 10: 1-3; Ex 19: 5-6; Deut 7: 6) 

a. Astonishing saints  

• Paul was of Israel (3:7) but he calls all in Philippi saints, why? In Christ Jesus 

b. United to God- United to His holiness  

• Paul uses “in Christ” or variations of it over twenty times in Philippians 

• This is why he rejoices, all those who believe in Christ are holy (3:1; 4:4,10) 

• “in Christ” His death becomes our death, His resurrection life becomes ours 

c. “All God’s saints” share in His holiness  

•  united to Christ in faith, united to one another – none are better than others  

III. Grace and Peace from our Lord Jesus Christ 

• Once they were separated from God: now in Christ they have grace & peace 

• Partakers of His grace (1:7) both their faith & suffering are gifts of grace (1:29) 

• Grace from the Father & Jesus Christ: the basis for this astounding exchange 

• Jesus: very nature of God- died on the cross  (2:6-8) sinners found in Christ 

receive a right standing with God because of Christ (3:9) (2 Cor 5: 21) 

• The result of this great exchange is peace – grace in God & peace from God  


