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1 Peter 4:12-13 12 Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try 
you, as though some strange thing happened unto you: 13 But rejoice, inasmuch as ye 
are partakers of Christ's sufferings; that, when his glory shall be revealed, ye may be 
glad also with exceeding joy. !
12 Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as 
though some strange thing happened unto you: !
A fiery trial is a refining trial, and faith refined by the fires of trials is more precious than pure 
gold to us. !

1 Peter 1:6b-7 6b …though now for a season, if need be, ye are in heaviness through 
manifold temptations: 7 That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold 
that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise and honour and 
glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ: !

Trials should come as no surprise to us. Their purpose is to produce a purer faith that elicits 
praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ. Therefore, we should think it 
not strange or some strange thing when trials come. Trials are not unplanned, random, 
events. Trials are planned, orderly, events predestined by God for us to refine their faith and 
to produce praise and honour and glory. !

John Gill on think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try 
you: the apostle exhorts them not to look upon their afflictions that either did or should 
attend them as strange and uncommon things; since afflictions, of whatsoever kind, are 
not things of chance, and do not rise up out of the dust, but are by the appointment, 
and according to the will of God; and are also the common lot of the people of God in all 
ages, from the beginning of the world, the same afflictions are accomplished in others; yea, 
Christ himself endured the same hatred, reproach, and contradiction of sinners, against 
himself; and they are what he has given his people reason to expect, having told them of them 
before hand, that they might not be offended at them; and as they lay in his way to glory, it 
need not seem strange that the saints also should, through many tribulations, enter the 
kingdom. Moreover, this fiery dispensation, be it what it will, was not to destroy them, 
but to try them, and that for their good, profit, and advantage; just as gold and silver 
are tried in the fire, and lose their dross, and become purer and brighter: !

13a But rejoice, !
1 Peter 1:7-8 7 That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that 
perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise and honour and 
glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ: 8 Whom having not seen, ye love; in whom, 
though now ye see him not, yet believing, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory: !

The trial of your faith is to be found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of 
Jesus Christ, but the trials we endure are also intended to produce in us joy unspeakable and 
glory to God while we remain in the flesh. 
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1 Peter 1:3-6a 3  Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to 
his abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ from the dead, 4  To an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that 
fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you, 5  Who are kept by the power of God 
through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 6a Wherein ye greatly 
rejoice… !

We have a lively hope which produces great rejoicing (in resurrection, in heaven, in salvation, 
and in preservation) even in the midst of refining trials.  !
13b inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ's sufferings; !
We are partakers of Christ’s sufferings. Not that we suffer as Christ did for our sins as he 
prepared to die upon the cross, but that we, as the body of Christ, as the church of Christ, 
suffer in the world in the flesh as he did when he was in the world in the flesh. !

1 Peter 4:1-2 1 Forasmuch then as Christ hath suffered for us in the flesh, arm 
yourselves likewise with the same mind: for he that hath suffered in the flesh hath 
ceased from sin; 2 That he no longer should live the rest of his time in the flesh to 
the lusts of men, but to the will of God.  !
Romans 8:14-18 14 For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God. 15 
For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of 
adoption, whereby we cry , Abba, Father. 16 The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, 
that we are the children of God: 17 And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs 
with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together. 
18 For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be 
compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us. !

Suffering with Christ demonstrates the leading of the Spirit of God in use, the adopted 
children of God, the joint-heirs with Christ. But refining trials are temporary, not eternal, and 
should never obscure our view of the eternal glory which will revealed in us, as it is in Christ 
today. !

 2 Corinthians 1:5-7 5 For as the sufferings of Christ abound in us, so our consolation also 
aboundeth by Christ. 6 And whether we be afflicted, it is for your consolation and salvation, 
which is effectual in the enduring of the same sufferings which we also suffer: or whether we be 
comforted, it is for your consolation and salvation. 7 And our hope of you is stedfast, knowing, 
that as ye are partakers of the sufferings, so shall ye be also of the consolation. !

When we are partakers of the sufferings of Christ, our experience assures us of our 
consolation and salvation. !!
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Who better than Paul to recognize the value of suffering with Christ? !
Acts 9:15-16 15 But the Lord said unto him, Go thy way: for he is a chosen vessel unto me, to 
bear my name before the Gentiles, and kings, and the children of Israel: 16 For I will shew 
him how great things he must suffer for my name's sake.  !
2 Corinthians 11:22-30 22 Are they Hebrews? so am I. Are they Israelites? so am I. Are 
they the seed of Abraham? so am I. 23 Are they ministers of Christ? (I speak as a fool ) I am 
more; in labours more abundant, in stripes above measure, in prisons more frequent, in deaths 
oft. 24 Of the Jews five times received I forty stripes save one. 25 Thrice was I beaten with rods, 
once was I stoned, thrice I suffered shipwreck, a night and a day I have been in the deep; 26 In 
journeyings often, in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils by mine own countrymen, in 
perils by the heathen, in perils in the city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils in the sea, in 
perils among false brethren; 27 In weariness and painfulness, in watchings often, in hunger and 
thirst, in fastings often, in cold and nakedness. 28 Beside those things that are without, that 
which cometh upon me daily, the care of all the churches. 29 Who is weak, and I am not weak ? 
who is offended , and I burn not? 30 If I must needs glory , I will glory of the things 
which concern mine infirmities. !
Philippians 3:7-15 7 But what things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ. 8 Yea 
doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my 
Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but dung, that I 
may win Christ, 9 And be found in him, not having mine own righteousness, 
which is of the law, but that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness 
which is of God by faith: 10 That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and 
the fellowship of his sufferings, being made conformable unto his death; 11 If by any 
means I might attain unto the resurrection of the dead. 12 Not as though I had already 
attained , either were already perfect : but I follow after , if that I may apprehend that for which 
also I am apprehended of Christ Jesus. 13 Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: 
but this one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth 
unto those things which are before, 14 I press toward the mark for the prize of the 
high calling of God in Christ Jesus. 15 Let us therefore, as many as be perfect, be thus 
minded : and if in any thing ye be otherwise minded, God shall reveal even this unto you. !

It is in the fellowship of his sufferings that we are being conformed to Christ and persevere in 
Him knowing that we are preserved by Him. The result of suffering for Christ’s (not our) 
righteousness’ sake is happiness (blessedness) and glorification of God. !

2 Thessalonians 1:4-10 4 So that we ourselves glory in you in the churches of God 
for your patience and faith in all your persecutions and tribulations that ye 
endure: 5 Which is a manifest token of the righteous judgment of God, that ye may 
be counted worthy of the kingdom of God, for which ye also suffer : 6 Seeing it is a 
righteous thing with God to recompense tribulation to them that trouble you; 7 And to you 
who are troubled rest with us, when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven 
with his mighty angels, 8 In flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, and 
that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ: 9 Who shall be punished with everlasting 
destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of his power; 10 When he shall 
come to be glorified in his saints, and to be admired in all them that believe 
(because our testimony among you was believed ) in that day.  
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Suffering is a manifest token of the righteous judgment of God, preparing us for the 
revelation of Jesus Christ and for our glorification. If we did not endure trials here, we would 
not understand the effect of sin, the need for salvation from sin, nor would we deeply desire a 
heavenly home if there were no struggles in our earthly home. !

1 Corinthians 13:12 For now we see through a glass, darkly; but then face to face: 
now I know in part; but then shall I know even as also I am known. !

13c that, when his glory shall be revealed, ye may be glad also with exceeding joy. !
Our glorification of Christ, which shall be revealed when he returns again, and our gladness 
and rejoicing at that time, would be lessened if we had not endured trials and sufferings in our 
life. But, because we do endure those things while here on earth, our response to the 
revelation of Christ will be great gladness, exceeding joy (joy unspeakable), everlasting praise, 
knowing that Christ has saved us from sin and death and the fires of hell. !

Isaiah 25:8-9 8 He will swallow up death in victory; and the Lord GOD will wipe away tears 
from off all faces; and the rebuke of his people shall he take away from off all the 
earth: for the LORD hath spoken it. 9 And it shall be said in that day, Lo, this is our God; 
we have waited for him, and he will save us: this is the LORD; we have waited for 
him, we will be glad and rejoice in his salvation. !
Isaiah 51:11 Therefore the redeemed of the LORD shall return, and come with 
singing unto Zion; and everlasting joy shall be upon their head: they shall obtain 
gladness and joy; and sorrow and mourning shall flee away. !

Though we do not know the time of his return, we can have gladness and joy in the return of 
Jesus Christ today, knowing that God has promised a grand reunion of the saints, knowing 
that our trials and sufferings will all be over. !

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 13  But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, 
concerning them which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others which have no 
hope. 14  For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also which 
sleep in Jesus will God bring with him. 15  For this we say unto you by the word of the 
Lord, that we which are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord shall not prevent them 
which are asleep. 16  For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, 
with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ 
shall rise first: 17  Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together 
with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with 
the Lord. 18  Wherefore comfort one another with these words.
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