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James 4:6 But he giveth more grace. Wherefore he saith, God resisteth the 
proud, but giveth grace unto the humble. !
6a But he giveth… !
Who is he that giveth? !
James may be referring to God (the Father) from verse 4. !

James 4:4 Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that the friendship of the 
world is enmity with God? whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the 
enemy of God.   !

James may be referring to the Spirit (the Holy Ghost) from verse 5 (if that is the Spirit). !
James 4:5  Do ye think that the scripture saith in vain, The spirit that dwelleth in us 
lusteth to envy?  !
Galatians 5:13-26 13  For, brethren, ye have been called unto liberty; only use not 
liberty for an occasion to the flesh, but by love serve one another. 14  For all the law is 
fulfilled in one word, even in this; Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. 15  But if ye 
bite and devour one another, take heed that ye be not consumed one of another. 16  This 
I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh. 17  For the 
flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and these 
are contrary the one to the other: so that ye cannot do the things that ye 
would. 18  But if ye be led of the Spirit, ye are not under the law. 19  Now the works 
of the flesh are manifest, which are these; Adultery, fornication, uncleanness, 
lasciviousness, 20  Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, 
seditions, heresies, 21  Envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like: of the 
which I tell you before, as I have also told you in time past, that they which do such 
things shall not inherit the kingdom of God. 22  But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, 
peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, 23  Meekness, temperance: against 
such there is no law. 24  And they that are Christ's have crucified the flesh with the 
affections and lusts. 25  If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit. 26  Let 
us not be desirous of vain glory, provoking one another, envying one another. !

If either is the he who James is referring to the meaning is the same and later in verse 6 
James states God resisteth the proud. The action of both persons of the Godhead 
referenced here is opposition to those who pursue the friendship of the world and are 
become a friend of the world. !
6b But he giveth more grace… !
God (the Father and the Holy Ghost) gives more grace. !

Psalm 84:11-12 11  For the LORD God is a sun and shield: the LORD will give 
grace and glory: no good thing will he withhold from them that walk uprightly. 12  
O LORD of hosts, blessed is the man that trusteth in thee. !
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What is grace? !
The Greek word used by James is charis and the Hebrew word used in the Old 
Testament is chên, both of which mean the same thing: favor of one who is greater upon 
one who is lesser (or one who has the advantage over one who is disadvantaged). The 
Hebrew root word means, in part, to stoop down in kindness to an inferior. The Greek 
root word means, in part, to be full of cheer that is calmly happy or well off. !
God gives his grace to men of his choosing. !
Noah. Grace is given and the response is humility. !

Genesis 6:5-8 5  And GOD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, 
and that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. 6  And 
it repented the LORD that he had made man on the earth, and it grieved him at his 
heart. 7  And the LORD said, I will destroy man whom I have created from the face of 
the earth; both man, and beast, and the creeping thing, and the fowls of the air; for it 
repenteth me that I have made them. 8  But Noah found grace in the eyes of the 
LORD. !
Genesis 6:22  Thus did Noah; according to all that God commanded him, so 
did he. !
Genesis 7:1 And the LORD said unto Noah, Come thou and all thy house into the ark; 
for thee have I seen righteous before me in this generation.  !

Moses. Grace is given and the response again is humility. !
Exodus 33:12-19 12  And Moses said unto the LORD, See, thou sayest unto me, 
Bring up this people: and thou hast not let me know whom thou wilt send with me. Yet 
thou hast said, I know thee by name, and thou hast also found grace in my 
sight. 13  Now therefore, I pray thee, if I have found grace in thy sight, shew me 
now thy way, that I may know thee, that I may find grace in thy sight: and consider 
that this nation is thy people. 14  And he said, My presence shall go with thee, and I will 
give thee rest. 15  And he said unto him, If thy presence go not with me, carry us not up 
hence. 16  For wherein shall it be known here that I and thy people have found 
grace in thy sight? is it not in that thou goest with us? so shall we be separated, I and 
thy people, from all the people that are upon the face of the earth. 17  And the LORD 
said unto Moses, I will do this thing also that thou hast spoken: for thou hast found 
grace in my sight, and I know thee by name. 18  And he said, I beseech thee, shew 
me thy glory. 19  And he said, I will make all my goodness pass before thee, and I will 
proclaim the name of the LORD before thee; and will be gracious to whom I will 
be gracious, and will shew mercy on whom I will shew mercy. !!
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Exodus 34:5-9 5  And the LORD descended in the cloud, and stood with him there, 
and proclaimed the name of the LORD. 6  And the LORD passed by before him, and 
proclaimed, The LORD, The LORD God, merciful and gracious, longsuffering, 
and abundant in goodness and truth, 7  Keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity 
and transgression and sin, and that will by no means clear the guilty; visiting the 
iniquity of the fathers upon the children, and upon the children's children, unto the 
third and to the fourth generation. 8  And Moses made haste, and bowed his head 
toward the earth, and worshipped. 9  And he said, If now I have found grace 
in thy sight, O Lord, let my Lord, I pray thee, go among us; for it is a 
stiffnecked people; and pardon our iniquity and our sin, and take us for thine 
inheritance. !
Psalm 103:7-8 7  He made known his ways unto Moses, his acts unto the 
children of Israel. 8  The LORD is merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and 
plenteous in mercy. !

There are many other examples: Abraham, Jacob, Joshua, Gideon, Ruth, Esther, David, 
Josiah, Joseph, Job, Elijah, etc., all who were given grace by God by no merit of their 
own, then demonstrated the work of grace in their faith, especially by their humble 
responses to God and their enmity toward the world about them. None of these deserved 
grace and neither do we. !

Hebrews 11:39-40 39  And these all, having obtained a good report through faith, 
received not the promise: 40  God having provided some better thing for us, 
that they without us should not be made perfect. !

God’s grace is accessed through Jesus Christ by faith. There is no other way to find favor 
with God. We and all the saints of the past are only privy to God’s grace through Jesus 
Christ. !

Romans 5:1b-2 …we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ: 2  By 
whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and 
rejoice in hope of the glory of God. !

6c But he giveth more grace… !
The Greek word used by James is megas which means exceedingly great. God gives 
exceedingly great favor to us (and all those who have been given it).  !

Romans 5:11-21 11  And not only so, but we also joy in God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, by whom we have now received the atonement. 12  Wherefore, as by one 
man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for 
that all have sinned: 13  (For until the law sin was in the world: but sin is not imputed 
when there is no law. 14  Nevertheless death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over 
them that had not sinned after the similitude of Adam's transgression, who is the figure 
of him that was to come. 15  But not as the offence, so also is the free gift. For if through 
the offence of one many be dead, much more the grace of God, and the gift by 
grace, which is by one man, Jesus Christ, hath abounded unto many. 16  And 
not as it was by one that sinned, so is the gift: for the judgment was by one to 
condemnation, but the free gift is of many offences unto justification. (Continued) 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(Romans 5:11-21 Continued) 17  For if by one man's offence death reigned by one; 
much more they which receive abundance of grace and of the gift of 
righteousness shall reign in life by one, Jesus Christ.) 18  Therefore as by the 
offence of one judgment came upon all men to condemnation; even so by the 
righteousness of one the free gift came upon all men unto justification of life. 19  For as 
by one man's disobedience many were made sinners, so by the obedience of one shall 
many be made righteous. 20  Moreover the law entered, that the offence might abound. 
But where sin abounded, grace did much more abound: 21  That as sin hath reigned 
unto death, even so might grace reign through righteousness unto eternal life 
by Jesus Christ our Lord. !

Grace then, is God’s free gift to us because of God’s grace towards his son, Jesus Christ. 
Without his atonement, justification, righteousness, and obedience we would not be able  
to receive the gift of grace. That is exceedingly great favor. !
6d Wherefore he saith, God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace unto the 
humble. !
James is likely referencing Proverbs. !

Proverbs 3:34  Surely he scorneth the scorners: but he giveth grace unto the 
lowly.  !

Peter also uses the same reference. !
1 Peter 5:5  Likewise, ye younger, submit yourselves unto the elder. Yea, all of you be 
subject one to another, and be clothed with humility: for God resisteth the proud, 
and giveth grace to the humble. !

The proud embrace friendship with the world. They are the enemies of God and he 
resists them. The humble are friends of God and he gives them grace, enabling them 
through Jesus Christ to bear much fruit. !

John 15:8-15 8  Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye be 
my disciples. 9  As the Father hath loved me, so have I loved you: continue ye in my 
love. 10  If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love; even as I have kept my 
Father's commandments, and abide in his love. 11  These things have I spoken unto you, 
that my joy might remain in you, and that your joy might be full. 12  This is my 
commandment, That ye love one another, as I have loved you. 13  Greater love 
hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends. 14  Ye are 
my friends, if ye do whatsoever I command you. 15  Henceforth I call you not 
servants; for the servant knoweth not what his lord doeth: but I have called you 
friends; for all things that I have heard of my Father I have made known unto you. !

Humility does not precede grace, but follows its application, though sometime 
unbeknownst to the recipient. It is God’s grace in the Holy Ghost’s works of 
regeneration (saving) and conversion (sanctifying) that brings humility and good works 
in order to glorify God. 
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