
1 Cor. 1:18-25  
For the word of the cross is  
folly to those who are perishing,  
but to us who are being saved it is the power of 
God. For it is written, “I will destroy the wisdom of 
the wise, and the discernment of the discerning I will 
thwart.” Where is the one who is wise? Where is the 
scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not 
God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 
For since, in the wisdom of  
wisdom, it pleased God through  
the folly of what we preach to save those who 
believe. For Jews demand signs and Greeks seek 
wisdom, but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling 
block to Jews and folly to Gentiles,  but to those who 
are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power 
of God and the wisdom of God.
For the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and 
the weakness of God is stronger than men.
video
1. The Cross of Christ is  
sufficient in power.
For the word of the cross is folly to those who are 
perishing. 1 Cor. 1:18
“who are perishing” – 2 roads (Jn3:16) everlasting 
life or perishing



With all wicked deception for those who are 
perishing, because they refused to love the truth and 
so be saved.  
2 Thess. 2:10
And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those 
who  are perishing. 
 2 Cor. 4:3
“’folly – foolish  
The natural person does not accept the things of the 
Spirit of God for they are folly to him and he is not 
able to understand them…1 Cor. 2:14)
Why is the cross foolish to the world?  
- No understanding of a Holy God  
- Weak view of sin and consequences 
- No comprehension of the true identity  

of Jesus. 
-Does not fit – “be a good person” worldview  
- Why what happened to a Jew 2,000 yrs  

ago matter?  

… but to us who  are being saved, it is the power of 
God.
- Past tense – saved (Eph. 2:5) 
- Present tense – being saved  
- Future tense – will be saved (Rom 10:9)
It is the power of God for salvation. 
Rom. 1:16



But we preach Christ crucified a stumbling block to 
the Jews… 
1:23
Yes we want God and His kingdom.  
No, we don’t want Jesus.
Yes we want to earn our place. 
No, we reject God’s grace.
… and folly to Gentiles.
There is a way that seems right to a man but its end 
is the way of death. 
Prov. 14:12
The wise men shall be put to shame; 
they shall be dismayed and taken; behold they have 
rejected the word of the Lord, so what wisdom is in 
them? Jer. 8:9 
This is not the wisdom that comes down from above, 
but is earthly, unspiritual, demonic. James 3:15
… but to those who are called, both Jews and 
Greeks, Christ the power of God…. (24)
He meets the demands of God’s law (1 Jn. 2:1-2) 
He took the punishment of sin – fully satisfied it 
(Rom. 3:25) 
He overcome Satan and destroyed His works (Heb. 
2:14) 
He conquered death (Matt. 28:1; Rom. 1:4) 
He transforms people. (2 Cor. 5:17)



For the kingdom of God does not consist in talk but 
in power.  
(4:20)
 
Freedom of speech does not mean equally true. 
 
But thanks be to God who gives us the victory 
through our Lord Jesus Christ. (15:57)
 
2. The wisdom of God is stronger.
 
… the wisdom of God 1 Cor. 1:24
 
- What does God say?  
- What is God‘s will?  
- What does God command?  
- What is the heart of God?
 
But the wisdom from above is first pure, then 
peaceable, gentle, open to reason,  full of good 
mercy and good fruits, impartial and sincere.  
James 3:17
Continental  Congress called the nation to prayer 15 
separate times. 
 
… the foolishness of God is wiser than men... (25)



Today's evangelical Christians are taught to find God 
by listening for the voice of the Spirit in their hearts. 
My students typically think this is what it means to 
know God. This theology will hardly help them resist 
a culture that is all about celebrating the desires we 
find within us. If the true God is the God of our 
experience, then why can't the voice of liberated 
desire be the Spirit of God?
 
Americans are not good with external authority, and 
American evangelicals have for quite some time 
been quietly dropping—in practice though not in 
theory—their old love affair with the authority of Holy 
Scripture. They are trying to be “personal” in a way 
that ends up losing the sense that God is a real 
person who comes to us from outside our own lives. 
They forget the old Protestant conviction that Christ 
comes to us in the external word of the Gospel, as a 
Bridegroom promising himself to his Bride. 
 

In our common efforts to learn how to do Christian 
formation under the new regime, evangelicals could 
do other Christians a great service by re-igniting 
their love for the authority of this word, knowing that 
the Beloved we seek  



is found in our hearts only when He is first found in 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
 
. Only when we love the authority of this Other, this 
real person who comes to us from outside ourselves, 
will we find ourselves glad to obey His 
commandments.    
Philip Cary –Christianity Today 

 
The worldview apart from God is flexing it’s power – 
shouting its wisdom.
 
The worldview apart from God is flexing it’s power – 
shouting its wisdom.
 
3. The Love of God is superior.
 
Love bears all things… 1 Cor. 13:7
 
Love endures all things… 1 Cor. 13:7
 
God’s love for me?  
My love for God?  
My  love for others?
… believes all things,



 
… hopes all things,
Pursue love…  
1 Cor. 14:1
It doesn’t rejoice with unrighteousness (or 
wrongdoing) but rejoices with the truth! 1 Cor. 13:6
Supreme Court Ruling  
Love wins!?  
- world’s definition – NO! 
- God’s definition – Yes!
Let all that you do be done in love. 
 1 Cor. 16:14
By this all people will know that you are my disciples, 
if you have love for one another. John 13:35
We are grieved but grateful that we do not need to 
fear. God is not surprised. In fact, He has privileged 
us to be here, in this moment, at this time, to be His 
Church to a world who does not know Him. 

 
We are called to love.. As we have been loved. We 
are called to kindness… as our heavenly Father has 
shown us incredible kindness. We are called to 
generosity in our grace… as the Father’s grace has 
been lavished on us. We are called to stand upon 
and speak for God’s truth… and to do so with 
conviction, “speaking the truth in love.”



 
This is the time to speak into our culture with the 
incredible message of hope that we were given 
when we needed it.  
And how are we to live?
This the kind of Church that our culture has needed 
and (in many cases), has been unwilling to live out. 
We believe that’s very much the reason we find our 
country in this condition. We have to get back to our 
original priority. It’s not too late…. for those in our 
communities (including the LGBT community) to 
experience the life of Jesus Christ. 
But that will only happen if we show “understanding, 
patience, kindness, sincere love… if our hearts are 
open to all ... by the power of the Holy Spirit working  
in us!” 
Let us be HIS Church! 
Conservative Baptist Assoc. letter –  
June 30, 2015


