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Message: Your Kingdom Come
Text:   Revelation 8:2-9:4,13-16; 11:15-19

Introduction

  A.  This weekend our country celebrates its leaving the kingdom of Great Britain in order to
stand on its own Independent country.  This Lord’s Day around the Lord’s Table we
believers will continue to pledge our allegiance to Jesus Christ as King of Kings and Lord
of Lords as we look forward to the coming of His kingdom, over which He will reign
forever and ever, as prophesied in Revelation 11.

  B.  In his commentary on Genesis 49 where Jacob gives an oracle of prophesy concerning the
future of his sons’ descendants, Alan Ross states, “Prophesy was given by God to sustain
his people through their barren, and sometimes dismal experiences, to show them that
God planned their future.”

  C.  What Christ is doing in Revelation is giving us a hope for our future with all those who put
their faith and trust in the Lord, showing us that He will come a second time in great
power and glory to overcome the kingdom of this world and create a new heaven and
earth where He will receive His people unto Himself in eternal glory.

  D.  The type or genre of literature in Revelation called “apocalyptic” is challenging, and sincere,
godly Christians have understood its structure in different ways.  (Show schools of
interpretation slide)

Preterist (past)   +====------------------------------------*
Futurist              +----------------------------------------==*
Historicist          +=========================*
Idealist               +-------------------------------------------*

      1.  Preterist (past) - views Revelation 6:1 - 18:24 as describing past history that ends with the
destruction of Jerusalem in 70 AD and/or the fall of Rome in 476 AD.

      2.  Futurist - everything in Revelation 4:1ff is future to our present situation, often viewed as
chronological of a 7 year tribulation period.

      3.  Historicist - views 6:1ff as a chronological depiction of church history past, present, and
future.

      4.  Idealist - Revelation is not depicting any particular event, but symbolizing in repeated
patterns concepts such as the battle of good vs evil, Christ vs Satan.

      5.  Progressive historical recapitulation (recycling) - Revelation 4:1ff contains (7) symbolic
sweeps of past, present, and future history of the world, each adding perspective from a



different vantage point, with each cycle ending in Christ’s victory at His Second Coming.
(Show slide)

  E.  Last week we finished the first cycle of visions giving us a sweep of history from the death
and resurrection of Christ until His second coming to destroy the present creation with all
unbelievers whom He will judge.  Christ is pictured executing this history as he breaks
the 7 seals on the scroll the Father handed Him, containing all that God has ordained to
happen.

  F.  In this next cycle of visions, 8:2 - 11:19, we see this sweep of history repeated at the
response of 7 trumpets, ending again with Christ’s Second Coming, this time not from its
effects on this sinful world, but from the perspective of the resounding, joyous celebration
in heaven.

I.  8:2-6   God sets Christ’s Second Coming in motion in response to the prayers of His
people.

Revelation 8:2   And I saw the seven angels who stand before God, and seven trumpets
were given to them.  Another angel came and stood at the altar, holding a golden censer; 3

and much incense was given to him, so that he might add it to the prayers of all the saints
on the golden altar which was before the throne.  And the smoke of the incense, with the 4

prayers of the saints, went up before God out of the angel's hand.  Then the angel took 5

the censer and filled it with the fire of the altar, and threw it to the earth; and there
followed peals of thunder and sounds and flashes of lightning and an earthquake.  And 6

the seven angels who had the seven trumpets prepared themselves to sound them. 

  A.  The historical span represented by the 7 seals in 6:1 - 8:1 will now be covered by the
sounding of 7 trumpets.

  B.  8:2  The 7 angels with the 7 trumpets are standing before God, indicating once more that
God is in control of what will happen.

  C.  8:3,4  The prayers of the saints are offerings before the throne of God which He receives. 
So when we offer up prayers to God in worship, we on earth join with the worship of God
in heaven.  Incense that makes our prayers pleasing to God is provided by God - added to
our prayers.  Christ, by His death and resurrection makes our prayers acceptable to God. 
He makes our prayers like incense.

Ephesians 5:2    Christ also loved you and gave Himself up for us, an offering and a
sacrifice to God as a fragrant aroma. 

Psalm 141:2    May my prayer be counted as incense before You; The lifting up of my
hands as the evening offering. 

Revelation 5:8    When He had taken the book, the four living creatures and the twenty-



four elders fell down before the Lamb, each one holding a harp and golden bowls full of
incense, which are the prayers of the saints. 

  D.  8:5,6 In response to the prayers of the saints, God’s judgments upon the earth ending in
Christ’s return are set in motion (Example: pressing the start button for a computer
programmed fireworks display will set in motion what will lead to the grand finale).  In
response to these prayers, the angels prepare to sound their war trumpets.

Revelation 6:10   and they cried out with a loud voice, saying, "How long, O Lord, holy
and true, will You refrain from judging and avenging our blood on those who dwell
on the earth?" 

Luke 18:1   Now He was telling them a parable to show that at all times they ought to
pray and not to lose heart, ..  now, will not God bring about justice for His elect who7

cry to Him day and night, and will He delay long over them?  "I tell you that He will 8

bring about justice for them quickly. However, when the Son of Man comes, will He
find faith on the earth?" 

Matthew 6:10   'Your kingdom come. Your will be done, On earth as it is in heaven. 

Revelation 22:20   He who testifies to these things says, "Yes, I am coming quickly."
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

      1.  The saints can take comfort in knowing that God hears our prayers for justice and
righteousness to come in the return of Christ.

      2.  Coals from the alter being cast to the earth symbolize the coming of the Lord in judgment. 
Thunder, lightning, earthquake, hail are used to denote the presence of God (a
theophany), as was the case at Mt. Sinai.

Revelation 8:5   Then the angel took the censer and filled it with the fire of the altar, and
threw it to the earth; and there followed peals of thunder and sounds and flashes of
lightning and an earthquake. 

Revelation 4:5  Out from the throne come flashes of lightning and sounds and peals of 
thunder. 

Exodus 19:16  So it came about on the third day, when it was morning, that there were
thunder and lightning flashes and a thick cloud upon the mountain and a very loud
trumpet sound, so that all the people who were in the camp trembled. 

      3.  Trusting in God’s promise enables us to wait on the Lord and not sin to overcome the evil
around us.

Romans 12:20-21  "BUT IF YOUR ENEMY IS HUNGRY, FEED HIM, AND IF HE IS
THIRSTY, GIVE HIM A DRINK; FOR IN SO DOING YOU WILL HEAP BURNING



COALS ON HIS HEAD."  Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.  21

II.  8:7 - 9:21   God with the first 6 trumpets sends His intermediate judgments upon the
world, giving survivors time to repent.

  A.  Beginning with 8:7, the first 4 trumpets mirror the first 4 seals of chapter six, where Christ
unleashes conquests, killings, famine, disease, death, only here there is a more graphic
description drawing from the imagery of God’s plagues on Egypt in Exodus, which were
judgments on Egypt’s gods.

      1.  8:7  First trumpet (echoes 7  plague)th

Revelation 8:7   The first sounded, and there came hail and fire, mixed with blood,
and they were thrown to the earth; and a third of the earth was burned up, and a third
of the trees were burned up, and all the green grass was burned up. 

Exodus 9:23   Moses stretched out his staff toward the sky, and the LORD sent thunder
and hail, and fire ran down to the earth. And the LORD rained hail on the land of
Egypt.

      2.  8:8-9  Second trumpet (echoes 1  plague)st

Revelation 8:8   The second angel sounded, and something like a great mountain
burning with fire was thrown into the sea; and a third of the sea became blood,  and a 9

third of the creatures which were in the sea and had life, died; and a third of the ships
were destroyed. 

Exodus 7:20   So Moses and Aaron did even as the LORD had commanded. And he lifted
up the staff and struck the water that was in the Nile, in the sight of Pharaoh and in the
sight of his servants, and all the water that was in the Nile was turned to blood.  The 21

fish that were in the Nile died, and the Nile became foul, so that the Egyptians could not
drink water from the Nile. And the blood was through all the land of Egypt. 

      3.  8:10-11 Third trumpet (another echo of the 1  plague)st

Revelation 8:10   The third angel sounded, and a great star fell from heaven, burning like
a torch, and it fell on a third of the rivers and on the springs of waters.  The name of 11

the star is called Wormwood; and a third of the waters became wormwood, and many
men died from the waters, because they were made bitter. 

      4.  8:12 Forth trumpet (echoes 9  plague)th

Revelation 8:12  The fourth angel sounded, and a third of the sun and a third of the
moon and a third of the stars were struck, so that a third of them would be
darkened and the day would not shine for a third of it, and the night in the same way. 



Exodus 10:22   So Moses stretched out his hand toward the sky, and there was thick
darkness in all the land of Egypt for three days.  They did not see one another, nor 23

did anyone rise from his place for three days, but all the sons of Israel had light in their
dwellings. 

  B.  In the last 3 trumpets the intensity is increased in the unbelieving world.

Revelation 8:13  Then I looked, and I heard an eagle flying in midheaven, saying with a
loud voice, "Woe, woe, woe to those who dwell on the earth, because of the remaining
blasts of the trumpet of the three angels who are about to sound!" 

      1.  9:1-11 Fifth trumpet (echoes 8  plague)th

Revelation 9:1  Then the fifth angel sounded, and I saw a star from heaven which had
fallen to the earth; and the key of the bottomless pit was given to him.  He opened the 2

bottomless pit, and smoke went up out of the pit, like the smoke of a great furnace; and
the sun and the air were darkened by the smoke of the pit.  Then out of the smoke came 3

locusts upon the earth, and power was given them, as the scorpions of the earth have
power.  They were told not to hurt the grass of the earth, nor any green thing, nor any 4

tree, but only the men who do not have the seal of God on their foreheads. 

Exodus 10:12   Then the LORD said to Moses, "Stretch out your hand over the land of
Egypt for the locusts, that they may come up on the land of Egypt and eat every plant of
the land, even all that the hail has left." 

      2.  9:12-21 Sixth Trumpet

Revelation 9:13  Then the sixth angel sounded, and I heard a voice from the four horns
of the golden altar which is before God,  one saying to the sixth angel who had the 14

trumpet, "Release the four angels who are bound at the great river Euphrates."  And the 15

four angels, who had been prepared for the hour and day and month and year, were
released, so that they would kill a third of mankind.  The number of the armies of the 16

horsemen was two hundred million; I heard the number of them.  And this is how I saw 17

in the vision the horses and those who sat on them: the riders had breastplates the color
of fire and of hyacinth and of brimstone; and the heads of the horses are like the heads of
lions; and out of their mouths proceed fire and smoke and brimstone.  A third of 18

mankind was killed by these three plagues, by the fire and the smoke and the
brimstone which proceeded out of their mouths. 

      3.  These judgments are intermediate and not the final judgment in that they do not destroy all
unbelievers and all of the present world.  We see here one of several reasons for God’s
delay of the final judgment - so that people will have time to repent.  But like Pharaoh
and the Egyptians, the world at large does not repent.  But Christ will bring that final
judgment of the world with Him when He returns in glory.



Revelation 9:20  The rest of mankind, who were not killed by these plagues, did not
repent of the works of their hands, so as not to worship demons, and the idols of gold
and of silver and of brass and of stone and of wood, which can neither see nor hear nor
walk;  and they did not repent of their murders nor of their sorceries nor of their 21

immorality nor of their thefts. 

III.  11:15-19   God with the 7  trumpet sends Jesus to bring about the consummation ofth

world history in glorious triumph over the kingdom of this world.

  A.  At the breaking of the 6  & 7  seals, we have a vision of the terror on earth created by theth th

return of Christ. But with the sounding of the 7  trumpet, we have a vision of the joy ofth

heaven at the return of Christ. While this repeats the picture of the wrath and judgment of
Christ at His reutrn in 6:17; 8:1, it gives us other aspects of His return - the joy of heaven
and the reward of His saints in His eternal kingdom. 

Revelation 11:15   Then the seventh angel sounded; and there were loud voices in heaven,
saying, "The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of His
Christ; and He will reign forever and ever."  And the twenty-four elders, who sit on 16

their thrones before God, fell on their faces and worshiped God,  saying, "We give You 17

thanks, O Lord God, the Almighty, who are and who were, because You have taken Your
great power and have begun to reign.  "And the nations were enraged, and Your wrath 18

came, and the time came for the dead to be judged, and the time to reward Your
bond-servants the prophets and the saints and those who fear Your name, the small
and the great, and to destroy those who destroy the earth."  And the temple of God 19

which is in heaven was opened; and the ark of His covenant appeared in His temple, and
there were flashes of lightning and sounds and peals of thunder and an earthquake and a
great hailstorm. 

  B.  When Christ returns it will be terror, wrath and affliction for all unbelievers, but
overflowing joy, reward and blessing for all believers in Him.

2 Thessalonians 1:6  For after all it is only just for God to repay with affliction those
who afflict you,  and to give relief to you who are afflicted and to us as well when the 7

Lord Jesus will be revealed from heaven with His mighty angels in flaming fire, 8

dealing out retribution to those who do not know God and to those who do not obey the
gospel of our Lord Jesus. 

  C.  This prophesy is given to the church by Christ to sustain His people through their barren,
painful, and sometimes dismal experiences, to show us the glorious future God has
prepared for all who belong to Christ, so that we will not faint or grow weary, but find
hope and joy in the grace to be ours at the revelation of Jesus Christ, when all creation
celebrates its independence from corruption and sin!
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