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Mark 3: 7-12; “How Jesus is Made Known”, Sermon # 14 in the series - 
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The subject of these verses is how Jesus wanted Himself to be made known to people in that day.  
You and I are certainly living in a different day, but we have this same desire.  Today we would 
call it evangelism.  We would reach people for Jesus Christ because He is still the only way to 
eternal life.  By considering the truth that we find in this passage, I believe that we will be able to 
understand better how the kingdom of God truly goes forward.  It does not go forward in a 
simply informational way.  You know what I mean by that don't you?  It does not go forward by 
simply spreading information about Jesus like you would when you are trying to see someone 
elected to office.  There was plenty of information getting out about the Lord Jesus in the days of 
the passage that we are studying.  The real question is: How much saving work was taking place 
in the hearts and souls of the people who were thronging Him in those days?  Excitement to see 
the Lord Jesus was great in those days.  And even excitement to touch Him and to be healed of 
physical infirmities was running very high in those days.  But you and I should understand that 
there must always be something greater yet, that needs to take place in order for a soul to be 
saved and won to Jesus.  There must be something far greater than just being part of a great 
popular movement; there must be something more than the excitement of being in a great crowd 
in the presence of Jesus, for a person to come to Him and to want to be saved from their sins.  
       Information is an important component of understanding the truth about God and Jesus 
Christ.  And we also believe that excitement and anticipation of what He might do for you are 
also good things. But in coming to know God there must also be a personal revelation; a 
personal touch to your soul.  This is what the Lord Jesus would have his disciples to know and it 
is the way that He would have us make Him known.  We must recognize, however, that even 
those people who have these, must still have Jesus reveal Himself to them in a personal way, in 
accordance with the truth of the Bible, in order to be saved. Let us understand that the Lord 
Jesus has the power and the authority to come down to earth at this present time and to declare 
Himself to be King and Lord of all, by His own Almighty power.  But He has not desired to make 
known His kingdom and His grace in this dramatic way during this whole age of the building of 
His church.  The Bible does teach us that at the end of this age He will do that very thing. He will 
come back and every eye shall see Him.  But now, in all the generations since He accomplished 
the work which He did for sinners on the cross; He has entrusted this good work of making Him 
known, to His disciples.  We are to do this by walking and speaking the truth of His gospel in the 
power of His resurrection.  It is when the Lord Jesus is made known by His disciples in the 
power of Christ, that other disciples are made.  “Go therefore, and make disciples of all the 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching 
them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the 
end of the age.” (Matthew 28: 19 and 20)  The simple question that we are asking this morning 
is, “How are people brought to Christ and how are disciples made?”  I pray that each of us here 
this morning will take notice of these 3 observations.   
1st - People are brought to Christ and made His disciples when they hear of the 
many things that He is doing. (Verses 7 and 8) 
       “But Jesus withdrew with His disciples to the sea.”  “And a great multitude from Galilee 
followed Him, and from Judea and Jerusalem and Idumea and beyond the Jordan; and those 
from Tyre and Sidon, a great multitude, when they heard how many things He was doing, came 
to Him.”  It is interesting, is it not, that at a point when Jesus was receiving his greatest 
opposition, that when He withdrew, even more people came looking for Him.  This was because 
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they “heard how many great things that He was doing.”  There are a couple of great lessons for 
us to learn here.  The first is that when the gospel is making progress, when Christ is stretching 
forth His power to save and to heal, there will be opposition.  Satan is always watchful against 
the movements of Christ’s power to save and to heal.   Spurgeon says in his sermon on this place, 
“Our Lord had been persecuted, and therefore he put forth many proofs of his power.” When 
opposition attends the gospel it will be the more triumphant; the warnings of the devil 
prognosticate the success of the word.” (End of quote)  Oh my beloved brethren, when we hear 
words like this, it should cause our heart to take courage and not be faint.  We should 
understand that when Jesus decides to exercise His power to save and to heal, that the Devil's 
kingdom is being shaken and it is beginning to totter. The Devil does not like to see people 
hearing about the great things that Christ is doing.  And so he will work with all of his might to 
try to stir up religious unbelieving people to oppose Christ's kingdom.  This is the greatest 
weapon that he has; to use religious men against true believers and counterfeit the true with the 
false.  In the case of the Pharisees that we studied in verses 1-6, we saw that they did not want 
their own views of religion to change.  They were not open-minded to the gospel.  They were not 
open-minded to think for a moment that they were sinners in need of a Savior, or those guilty 
enough to deserve the fires of eternal hell.  They did not want to hear about the great things that 
Christ was doing or could do. When they saw the Lord Jesus deliberately heal the man with the 
withered hand in their synagogue, they went out and immediately plotted with the Herodians 
against Him, how they might destroy Him. Opposition like this does not mean that you are 
doing the wrong thing, O Christian.  It means that you are making progress.  Jesus, it says here, 
wisely withdrew to the sea, because of their strategizing against Him, but He did not cease to do 
what the Father had called Him to do.   
       The 2nd lesson that we can learn is that there is a time to withdraw, rather than to stand and 
die.  There is a time to make a stand for truth and to lay down your life.  But there is also a time 
to withdraw to fight another day.  It is not necessary for the Christian to think that he has to 
throw his life away by rash confrontation with the enemies of the gospel every time he comes 
into conflict with them.  The matter of what we die for should be carefully considered and prayed 
about if possible.  Jesus knew that His time to lay down His life was not yet.  It would come soon 
enough.  The Father and the Spirit would lead Him to that place.  He would not put Himself in 
the path of further confrontation at that time.  His ministry was not yet finished and complete.  
Indeed, it was barely begun.   Jesus was not afraid of these men.  He was not running away from 
the Father's will for Him; He was moving in it when He withdrew and went to the sea.   
       The other lesson that we can learn from this is that in order for men and women and 
children to become Christians and to become disciples, they must hear of the great things that 
Christ has done and is doing.  For people to become Christians and for them to become disciples 
is not so much a matter of hearing what we are doing; it is a matter of their hearing what Christ 
has done and is doing for us, through us, and in our lives. They need to hear that He can do it for 
them as well.  Many, many people whom we come into contact with every day do not know that 
our Lord Jesus Christ is presently alive; that He has been raised from the dead, and is seated at 
the right hand of the Father on high.  They need to hear this truth from our lips, that He still 
does great things for the sinful and the needy.  Becoming a Christian and following Jesus is a 
matter of coming to understand, and to receive, the grace which Jesus suffered and died to bring 
to everyone who sees their need of it.  But the way that people come to that place where they see 
their need of Jesus is to hear of the reality of His work in the lives of His disciples and others.  
This was what was happening here.  I myself, can distinctly remember going to a Campus 
Crusade for Christ meeting when I was in college and in my unconverted state.  I went there 
because I was interested in a girl who took me to that meeting.  There were about 25 young 
people there that day and the young man leading the meeting said, “Well, what has the Lord 
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been doing in your life lately?”  That question awakened me; so much so, that I shrank down in 
my seat so that he would not call on me.  I knew that the Lord wasn’t doing anything that I was 
aware of in my life.  This young man was speaking as though the Lord was right there with them 
in the room.  Well, He was right there with them, and He was doing things in their life; spiritual 
things in their hearts, and providentially giving them many good things of Christ's blessings.  It 
was an awakening word to my soul.   
       Let me ask you the question which relates to what we are talking about here.  Do you tell 
others of the great things that the Lord has done for you?  Do you speak to others of what the 
Lord Jesus has done for your soul to bring it out of your captivity and bondage to sin and Satan?  
In Psalm 126, the children of Israel when the Lord brought them back out of their captivity in 
Babylon they spoke this witness to those around them. “When the Lord brought back the 
captivity of Zion, we were like those who dream.”  “Then our mouth was filled with laughter, and 
our tongue with singing.”  “Then they said among the nations, “The Lord has done great things 
for them.”  “The Lord has done great things for us, and we are glad.”  You see what happened.  
The Lord had worked in such a wonderful way, that many people of the nations, who knew that 
they had gone into captivity, saw what God had done for them.  God’s people had been made 
joyful.  They broke out into holy laughter and praising God for what He had done for them.  Is 
this what you do, in relation to the work of salvation that Christ has done for you?  This is how 
you can bear witness to Christ; to publicly remember the Lord from day to day in your walk with 
Him.  You can speak of Him to others, and you can tell them what He has done for you; so that 
they hear of His mighty works and the great things that He has done.  In just a few minutes we 
will remember Christ's death and resurrection.  Will you not give silent thanks for all the great 
things that He has done for you?  Will you not remember Him in this way?  
2nd- People are brought to Christ and made His disciples when they press in close 
to touch Him. (Verses 9 and 10) 
        “So He told His disciples that a small boat should be kept ready for Him because of the 
multitude, lest they should crush Him.”  “For He healed many, so that as many as had afflictions 
pressed about Him to touch Him.”   Once again, we should see how the Lord Jesus thinks so 
practically in relation to preserving His own life so that He can lay it down in the right way.  The 
crowds are so thick around Him that He and the disciples were afraid that He would be crushed 
in the press.  So many people now knew and understood that Jesus really did heal all diseases 
that they were drawn to Him from every quarter, from all the regions around Galilee.  Jesus was 
the one who told His disciples that a boat should be kept ready for Him because of this 
multitude pressing in upon Him.  There were so many that they each one wanted to touch Him.  
Each one wanted their particular case addressed in terms of healing.  All this was taking place 
because people had now become most surely convinced that they would be healed if they could 
touch Him.   
       In God’s way of revealing truth, as we find it in the Scriptures, it is often the case that the 
literal physical truth regarding God’s judgments and His saving power is used as a means to 
teach people the literal and more important spiritual and saving truth which is behind it.  You 
see this over and over again in the Bible.  Here, Jesus’ power to physically heal men’s bodies is 
meant to demonstrate the greater truth that He is well able to the save and heal the sin-sick soul 
of anyone who will come to Him spiritually. Those who will come and spiritually reach out to 
Him with the hand of faith and touch Him will be saved from all of their sins. The reigning 
power of sin will be broken and the gift of eternal life will be given. O that people were as fully 
convinced about the spiritual power of Jesus to save the soul as much as these people were to be 
physically healed.   To touch Jesus spiritually by faith is no less real now than if He were 
physically present at this very hour, in terms of the healing of your soul.  This is because the 
living risen Savior is able to see clearly, each and every person that comes to Him for salvation, 
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and to give them help to do the Father’s will.  Each and every person who has touched Jesus in 
this spiritual way of faith has found that the Lord will indeed exercise His power to forgive their 
sins, and by His Spirit change their heart.  If people would only understand, that this is so much 
more important than the physical healing of the body in this life, they would be pressing to get to 
Jesus immediately.  They would be thronging the throne of grace. They would do everything that 
they could to press into the kingdom of God by listening attentively and regularly, drinking in 
every word of God.   
       You can see that this is what a good number of people did, in the days of our Lord's ministry, 
if you will turn over with me to Luke Chapter 5, verse 1.  This is the same general time period we 
are studying in the gospel of Mark, perhaps even a little earlier.  It says, “So it was, as the 
multitude pressed about Him to hear the word of God, that He stood by the Lake Gennesaret, 
and He saw two ships standing by the lake: but the fishermen were gone out of them, and were 
washing their nets.”  “And he entered into one of the ships, which was Simon’s, and prayed him 
that he would thrust out a little from the land.”  “And He sat down, and taught the people out of 
the ship.”  Here we find the multitude pressing about Jesus, but it is not to be healed of their 
infirmities and afflictions and diseases.  It was to hear the Word of God.  When a person is as 
eager to be saved from their sins and to have their faith built into strength as much as they are to 
have their body be made strong and whole again; that is a very good indication that all is well 
with the soul.  The soul that presses hard to enter the kingdom of God, just as much or more as 
he presses to have his body healed is a person who has been given wisdom from above.  Notice 
how the ship that Jesus used was Simon’s.  Christ will use us and what we have and do, to be a 
platform for our preaching and sharing the gospel.  
       Look over at Luke 16, verse 13.  Here Jesus is reproving the Pharisees for trying to serve two 
masters.  He says to them, “No servant can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and 
love the other, or else he will be loyal to the one and despise the other.”  “You cannot serve God 
and mammon.”  “Now the Pharisees, who were lovers of money, also heard all these things, and 
they derided Him.” (They turned up their noses at Him, it says in the margin.)  “And He said to 
them, “You are those who justify yourselves before men, but God knows your hearts.”  “For what 
is highly esteemed among men is an abomination in the sight of God.” “The law and the 
prophets were until John.” “Since that time the kingdom of God has been preached, and 
everyone is pressing into it.”  Jesus is saying that the Pharisees were missing out.  They were 
missing out because they thought that making and having a lot of money was more important 
than hearing the word of God preached.  They were trying hard to serve both God and money 
and Jesus plainly told them that they could not.  No, as a Christian you cannot serve two 
masters.  Indeed, the person who is pressing to hear the word of God and pressing to enter into 
the kingdom is willing to repent of his love of money and give up all that he has, if necessary, to 
enter in to the kingdom of God.  He is pressing to touch His Lord Jesus by faith.  He doesn’t sit 
and count up how much money he has and wallow in the good feelings of what it means to be 
rich.  He is not a miser.  He is not one who is stingy in his giving.  He is generous to the Lord’s 
work and in relation to forward progress of the gospel.  
       Matthew 11: 12 is the parallel passage and it gives us another aspect to this truth.  It says, 
“And from the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven suffers violence, and 
the violent take it by force.”  Now what does this mean?  Certainly in the context, which is John 
the Baptist’s being taken and beheaded by Herod, it was a form of extreme violence against the 
kingdom of heaven itself, what sinful men did to him.  John was a mighty preacher and a bright 
and shining light, as the last representative of the law and the Prophets.  But Jesus seems to be 
saying something more here about how the spiritual realities of the kingdom heaven; the 
spiritual kingdom of being blessed with the blessings of salvation and how eternal life is to be 
found.  It is to be found by taking it with holy violence.  That is; you and I need to come to the 
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place where we understand that if we do not exert ourselves violently against our sinful 
tendencies and our laziness in terms of how we pursue the things that are important to the 
kingdom of heaven and to Christ Himself, we really haven’t understood what Christ has called us 
to.  Those who are lazy and indifferent about entering the kingdom of heaven, may find that they 
will never enter it at all.  And those who are Christians, if they are lazy and indifferent about 
their growing up into usefulness in the Master’s service may find themselves to have lost their 
reward when the Lord decides that their earthly journey is over.  This can only be prevented if 
you will press in close, spiritually speaking, to touch the Lord Jesus.  To touch Him this 
morning, by faith, and to receive the blessings which will save you or make you stronger and 
more faithful as a Christian, you have to shake off your spiritual lethargy. And with a holy 
violence in your spirit, you must press forward to Him in prayer and serious resolution to find 
Him.  I am going to ask you to come down to the front now where we will remember Him in the 
Supper.  And I urge you that if you sense spiritual lethargy, weakness, and inability to make 
progress in active obedience to His commandments; if this has been your portion of late; 
covenant together with Him that it shall not continue.  Tell Him that you would be fervent in 
spirit and serving Him in everything.   Tell Him that you are hungering and thirsting to know 
Him better and ask Him to reveal Himself to you in this - the breaking of bread. 
3rd - Let us see from this text that people are brought to Christ and made His 
disciples when their spirit within them is changed. (Verses 11 and 12)  
       “And the unclean spirits, whenever they saw Him, fell down before Him and cried out, 
saying, “You are the Son of God.”  “But He sternly warned them that they should not make Him 
known.”  There is a vast deal of difference between an unclean spirit and clean spirit and Jesus 
did not want unclean spirits making Him known.  He did not want to have demons as His press 
corps.  In the most radical sense, an unclean spirit is a spirit which is controlled by demons.  
These demons recognized Jesus as being the Son of God, but nothing changed in them. In their 
nature or their spirit, they were demons still; full of evil.  The demons in our text had taken 
possession of the bodies of people; people who in many ways had so weakened themselves by 
their sin, that they opened themselves up to demonic influence and power being exerted over 
them.  Sin is that which weakens the bodies of men and destroys their souls.  But demons greatly 
help on this process. These demons, having taken possession of the bodies of these men, when 
they saw the Lord Jesus, were forced to fall down and cry out in recognition, “You are the Son of 
God.”  Notice here that Jesus is able to cast out these demons with a word, and to warn them 
that He did not want them to make Him known.  But dear Christian, He does want you to make 
Him known.  What is the difference?  Your is a spirit which has been made clean by His powerful 
working and grace. 
        Turn with me over to John 13, verses 1-15, and I will show this in the context of the Lord’s 
Supper.  “Now before the Feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that His hour had come that 
He should depart from this world to the Father, having loved His own who were in the world, He 
loved them to the end.”  “And supper being ended, the devil having already put it into the heart 
of Judas Iscariot, Simon's son, to betray Him, Jesus knowing that the Father had given all things 
into His hands, and that He had come from God and was going to God, rose from supper and 
laid aside His garments and took a towel and girded Himself.”  “After that, He poured water into 
a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel with which He was 
girded.”  “Then He came to Simon Peter.”  “And Peter said to Him, ‘Lord are You washing my 
feet?”  “Jesus answered and said to him, ‘What I am doing you do not understand now, but you 
will know after this.”  “Peter said to him, ‘You shall never wash my feet!”  “Jesus answered him, 
“If I do not wash you, you have no part with Me.”  “Simon Peter said to Him, 'Lord, not my feet 
only, but also my hands and my head!”  “Jesus said to him, ‘He who is bathed needs only to wash 
his feet, but is completely clean; and you are clean, but not all of you.”  “For He knew who would 
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betray Him; therefore He said, 'You are not all clean.”  “So when He had washed their feet, taken 
His garments, and sat down again, He said to them, ‘Do you know what I have done to you?”  
“You call Me teacher and Lord, and you say well, for so I am.”  “If I then, your Lord and Teacher, 
have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet.”  “For I have given you an 
example, that you should do as I have done to you.”    
       Now I believe that we need to see something that is very important to us who are Christians, 
who are coming to take the Lord’s Supper.  The person who has believed in Jesus is one whose 
spirit has been changed.  He has bathed, his soul has been washed clean by Christ.  In John 15: 3 
Jesus says that we as disciples are clean by the word which He has spoken to us.  Faith in that 
word sets us apart to Him both in conversion and in terms of our growing up to be all that He 
would have us to be in living our lives unto Him.  But Judas had heard Jesus preach and teach, 
he had been called by Jesus to be a disciple, he had followed with Him in His ministry for 3 and 
a half years, and yet his spirit was not clean.  He was about to betray his Master.  It is possible to 
recognize Jesus as the Son of God and yet not to be clean.  It is also possible, as we see here in 
the example of Peter, that a true Christian may recognize Jesus as His Lord and Master and yet 
not see His need to be cleansed on a regular on-going, day by day fashion.  His spirit had been 
changed by grace, but yet he did not see the problems that yet remained in his heart and in his 
spirit.  “You shall never wash my feet!”   But Peter, if the Lord does not wash you, you have no 
part with Him.   See then, the attitude of the true believer.  “Lord, not my feet only, but also my 
hands and my head!”  This, then, is what the attitude of each of our hearts ought to be in coming 
to this supper.  “Lord cleanse me from secret faults.”  “Cleanse me from presumptuous sins.”  Let 
me also forgive others and thereby wash their feet when they are guilty of sins against me.  Lord 
let me not be blind to myself; let me see, and wash me, and let me serve you in the same way that 
You have served me.  Now let us partake this supper with gladness, knowing that the Lord Jesus 
would want it that way, having died to take away our sins; having died to set us free and to make 
us glad forever! 


