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Romans 6:6 (NKJV) “knowing this, that our old man was crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be done away with, that 
we should no longer be slaves of sin.” 
 
Luke 19:10 (NKJV) “for the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost.” 
 
Philippians 3:10a (NKJV) “that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings…”  
 
John 17:4 (NKJV) “I have glorified You on the earth. I have finished the work which You have given Me to do.” 
 
 
 
I.       The Promise of God’s Guidance 
 

John 10:27 (NKJV) “My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me.” 
 
Romans 8:14 (NKJV) “For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God.” 
 
Psalms 32:8 (NKJV) “I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; I will guide you with My eye.” 
 
Psalms 73:24 (NKJV) “You will guide me with Your counsel, and afterward receive me to glory.” 
 
Isaiah 30:21 (NKJV) “Your ears shall hear a word behind you, saying, ‘This is the way, walk in it,’ whenever you turn to 
the right hand or whenever you turn to the left.” 
 
Isaiah 58:11 (NKJV) “The Lord will guide you continually, and satisfy your soul in drought, and strengthen your bones; you 
shall be like a watered garden, and like a spring of water, whose waters do not fail.” 
 
Galatians 5:18 (NKJV) “But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law.” 

 
 
 
 
II.      The Perversion of God’s Guidance  
 
 
 
 
 
 
III.     The Perception of God’s Guidance  
 
 

John 7:17 (ESV) “If anyone’s will is to do God’s will, he will know whether the teaching is from God or whether I am 
speaking on my own authority.” 
 
 

A. Through the Spirit-Illumined Word 
 

Psalms 119:105 (NKJV) “Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.” 



Psalms 119:130 (NKJV) “The entrance of Your words gives light; it gives understanding to the simple.” 
 
 
 
 
 
1. You Must Have Ears to Hear 
 

 
Corinthians 2:14 (NKJV) “But the natural man does not receive the things of the Spirit of God, for they are 
foolishness to him; nor can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.” 

 
 
 

2. You Must Listen in Faith 
 
 
 
 
 

B. Through Spirit-Initiated Desires  
 
 

Psalms 37:4 (NKJV) “Delight yourself also in the Lord, and He shall give you the desires of your heart.” 
 
 
 
 
 

C. Through Spirit-Influenced Circumstances 
 
 
 
 
 
D. Through Spirit-Informed Discernment 
 

 
“We don’t make decisions; we follow directions.”                                                                               �Major Ian Thomas 
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# 4 in Series, “Following Jesus” 

 
   In our text for this series, we have seen a progression in following Jesus. It starts with, “Whoever 
desires to come after Me”. We saw that a true disciple has a desire to “come after” or “follow” Jesus. God 
Himself is the source of that desire, but we can deaden the desire by spiritual appetite killers and we can 
stimulate that desire by appetite enhancers in our life. We spent a significant amount of time detailing 



spiritual appetite killers and spiritual appetite enhancers. The next step in this progression that culminates 
in a life characterized by following Him is denying self. We saw that when you spell self backward and 
add an “h” you have “flesh”. To deny self is to neutralize the flesh which is a condition of yielding to the 
power of sin that is in us and operating in our own power. Basically denying self, totally surrendering to 
the Lordship of Christ, and walking in victory over the flesh are all connected and they all overlap. The 
third step in this progression that results in a lifestyle of following Christ is to take up our cross. We saw 
last week that taking up our cross has two applications. First, it means that I am willing to suffer and even 
die in order to follow Christ. When Jesus’ apostles heard Jesus say “take up His cross”, they knew that He 
meant to lay down our lives for the cause of the Gospel even if meant suffering and death. But we saw 
that on this side of the cross of Christ, there is another meaning. It means that we take up our cross in 
reckoning on what happened to us on that cross with Christ. Romans 6:6 (NKJV) “knowing this, that our 
old man was crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer 
be slaves of sin.” Once we strongly desire to follow Christ, deny self, and take up our cross, we are then 
ready to follow Christ.  
   What does it mean to follow Christ? The tense in Mark 8:34 indicates that following Him is an ongoing 
way of life. We are to continue day by day following Him. True discipleship is not a door to be entered; it 
is a path and a person to be followed. Most people are a little vague on what it means to follow Jesus. Let 
me bring it down to the realm of the practical. Following Jesus means joining Him in what He was sent to 
do. When we see Jesus saying, “This is why I am here”, then we are here for that same reason if we are 
following him. Let me give you some examples. First, Jesus came to seek and save the lost. That truth is 
given many times in many different words, but the clearest is in Luke 19:10 (NKJV) “for the Son of Man 
has come to seek and to save that which was lost." Whether it is in your neighborhood, through the 
platform of your vocation, on short-term missions, or as a vocational minister or missionary, we are to see 
our primary task as seeking to save the lost by introducing them to the one who can save and then to 
disciple them to follow Him fully. That passion ought to be reflected in our prayer, our use of our time 
and our use of the money that He has made us managers of. Secondly, Jesus came to suffer. We certainly 
can’t follow Him in suffering what He suffered on the cross as a substitute for the sins of man, but a part 
of following Him is a willingness to suffer that He might be magnified. Philippians 3:10a (NKJV) “that 
I may know Him and the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings…”  Thirdly, 
following Him means that in all we do our motive is to glorify the father. Jesus said in John 17:4 (NKJV) 
“I have glorified You on the earth. I have finished the work which You have given Me to do.”  
   All that I have just shared is very important and completely true, but for the remainder of the message, I 
want to be very practical and deal with some biblical principles about how we can discern in the details of 
life where Jesus is at work and how we can follow Him. We are talking here about guidance. We are 
going to see that the main provision Jesus has given us enable us to follow Him is in the sending of His 
Spirit, the Holy Spirit to indwell us and guide us and then empower us to do what he desires for us to do.  
   One of the things that we are going to see in this message is that as we mature in the Lord and as we 
listen to the Spirit’s guidance, we will be able to hear that guidance more clearly and to more and more 
consistently discern where the Lord in leading us and then we follow Him in the power and enabling of 
the Holy Spirit. I suppose that one of the main reasons that I love to read biographies of Great heroes of 
the faith is that I am encouraged and motivated by their discernment of where the Lord is leading them 
and how they discern what following Christ looks like in diverse situations.  
   One example I was reading had to do with a man God has used in my life – J. Edwin Orr. This Irishman 
who died 30 or so years ago was one of the greatest historians on revival of his time. He wrote books and 
traveled around the world speaking about revival and saw God use him to put a hunger in people’s heart 
to pray for a God sent, supernatural spiritual awakening. He was not a wealthy man at all but believed that 
if he was following Jesus, God would provide. Once he was in line at a train station to get a ticket to a 
town where he was supposed to speak, but he had no money. As he neared the ticket booth, a stranger 
handed him a ticket for his destination. He once was guided by the Lord to go to a certain town to attend a 
conference, but only had enough money to get a one way bus ticket. This was earlier in the last century 



when in Europe, not many people had cars. He was scheduled to be in Glasgow (some 30 miles away) to 
preach that evening after the conference. He prayed, and after the conference a stranger approached him 
and introduced himself as a Baptist Pastor. When Orr introduced himself, the Pastor’s face lit up because 
he knew of Orr and had been praying for a chance to talk to him. In their conversation, Edwin Orr 
informed the Pastor of his commitment in Glasgow later that evening. The Pastor said that he had a car 
and would Orr do him the favor of not riding back on the bus and allow the Pastor to take him by car to 
Glasgow so they could talk on the ride. In the lives of men and women who have followed Christ, there is 
story after story of God’s guidance and providential working that abounds to his glory. As you grow and 
mature in your walk of following Christ, there will be an ever increasing sensitivity to God’s guidance on 
our journey of obedience to always follow Christ. As we follow His guidance, we then experience His 
providential working in our circumstances to bring to pass what He led us to do. When we have little 
concern for following Christ, we seldom hear God’s voice in guiding and directing us in life’s everyday 
endeavors. Someone has said that for every person who says with Samuel in the Old Testament, “Speak 
LORD, your servant hears”, there are 10 who say, “Listen LORD, your servant speaks.” Those who are 
desiring to follow Jesus listen to and hear God’s voice of guidance and are increasingly more sensitive to 
His voice.  
 
I.       The Promise of God’s Guidance  
   Jesus said in John 10:27 (NKJV) “My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me.” 
Those who belong to the Lord Jesus will experience his guiding voice and the pattern of their life is 
following Him. Romans 8:14 (NKJV) “For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of 
God.” Look at John 16:12-14 (NKJV) “12 I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear 
them now. 13 However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth; for He will 
not speak on His own authority, but whatever He hears He will speak; and He will tell you things to 
come. 14 He will glorify Me, for He will take of what is Mine and declare it to you.” Jesus was speaking of 
a time in the future when the Spirit would come to dwell in believers. That time He referred to was the 
day of Pentecost detailed in Acts 2. Today, every Christian has this same “Spirit of truth” that Jesus 
referred to dwelling in them. Notice what Jesus said that this Spirit of truth would do. First, He will guide 
us into all truth (V13). Second, He will tell us of things to come (V13). Third, He will glorify the Lord 
Jesus by taking the things of Christ and telling them to us so that we can follow Him. 
   All of that screams out that God through the Holy Spirit (the Spirit of truth) guides those who are His 
children. Listen to just a few of the passages that tell of God speaking to guide those who belong to Him: 
Psalms 32:8 (NKJV) “I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; I will guide you with 
My eye.” Psalms 73:24 (NKJV) “You will guide me with Your counsel, and afterward receive me to 
glory.” Isaiah 30:21 (NKJV) “Your ears shall hear a word behind you, saying, ‘This is the way, walk in 
it,’ whenever you turn to the right hand or whenever you turn to the left.”  Isaiah 58:11 (NKJV) “The 
Lord will guide you continually, and satisfy your soul in drought, and strengthen your bones; you shall be 
like a watered garden, and like a spring of water, whose waters do not fail.” Galatians 5:18 (NKJV) “But 
if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law.” That’s only a small sampling of the passages 
where God promises to lead His children to follow Jesus.  
 
II.      The Perversion of God’s Guidance  
   A lot of people (including me) get a little nervous when this subject of God speaking and giving 
guidance comes up. The reason is that so many misuse this. All too often, people misuse the phrase “God 
said to me” or “God told me to”. It is used to add authority to some direction that they have decided to go. 
In other words, some use God’s voice to say, “If you disagree with what I’m saying, you’re disagreeing 
with God”. There is a big difference between, “As I was praying, this Scripture was brought to my mind 
and I sense that God is leading me to …” and saying, “God told me to …” I remember a Christian sitting 
in my office who had made a decision that was in direct defiance to a God ordained authority placed over 
them. As I tried to reason with this person, the answer kept coming back, “But God told me”. I even had a 



man once tell me why he got a divorce from his wife. He admitted that he didn’t have Scriptural grounds, 
but because of his misery, as he prayed about it God spoke to him and said, “Son, go ahead and divorce 
her; it’s OK.” That’s only two of the abuses that I’ve heard over the years; I could give you many, many 
more. We pervert the Biblical teaching about God’s guidance in following Christ, and God’s speaking to 
us when we use it to get our way and to use it to justify going against God’s written word with its 
commands and principles. I want to encourage you to be very careful with saying “God told me to”. We 
need to temper the language and humbly admit that not only does the Holy Spirit guide us, there are 
competing thoughts that can come from the enemy as he fires his fiery arrows (Eph 6:16) and from our 
own flesh that has been programmed by our old man in Adam and our past experiences. Don’t be guilty 
of elevating impressions to the level of the authoritative voice of God and the infallible Word of God. It is 
vital that you understand exactly how God speaks so that you can avoid perverting His voice.  
 
III.     The Perception of God’s Guidance 
   How did people like J. Edwin Orr, and others hear God’s voice guiding them to follow Jesus to such a 
degree that they experienced providential happenings that had no other explanation other than the fact that 
God was at work? Before we get into the details of how we hear God’s guidance, let me give you the most 
important ingredient of all in hearing God speak. If you would hear God’s voice, there must be an intense, 
passionate desire to come after Jesus, a denial of self, and taking up your cross. There must be a 
willingness to obey in every area God guides you to. John 7:17 (ESV) “If anyone's will is to do God's 
will, he will know whether the teaching is from God or whether I am speaking on my own authority.” So 
let’s look at specifics; how does the Spirit of truth guide us in following Jesus? 
A.   Through the Spirit Illumined Word 
   Psalms 119:105 (NKJV) “Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.” Psalms 119:130 
(NKJV) “The entrance of Your words gives light; it gives understanding to the simple.” We primarily 
hear God’s voice through His revealed written word. But let me be quick to say that not everyone who 
reads God’s word hears God speak. There are two basic requirements to hear God speak: 
1.   You must have ears to hear – Fifteen times in the New Testament, Jesus says, “He that has ears to 
hear, let him hear”. That was another way of saying if the Holy Spirit has done a work in your heart to 
give you the capacity to hear. Natural man (unsaved man) cannot hear God’s voice as God speaks through 
His word. 1 Corinthians 2:14 (NKJV) “But the natural man does not receive the things of the Spirit of 
God, for they are foolishness to him; nor can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.” In 
other words, the natural man does not have ears to hear. The Bible is little more to him than an ancient 
piece of literature.  
2.   You must listen in faith – Even those who have ears to hear can become hard of listening. Some 
people are hard of hearing but many people are hard of listening. If I am going to hear God speak, I must 
clear out the clutter, go to the word with a surrendered, seeking heart passionate to obey what He tells me 
and then listen as I read and meditate expecting Him to speak. When you do that, you will not be 
disappointed. The Holy Spirit who inspired the Scriptures is the same Spirit of truth who dwells in us. Not 
only did he in the past inspire the Scriptures, He in the present will illumine the Scripture. We have the 
author living in us to enable us to understand the Scripture, apply it to our life, and then give us the power 
to obey what He shows us. When the Spirit of truth fills our being, He will guide us into all truth. The 
Holy Spirit doesn’t give new revelation today, he reminds us of the already revealed word of God and 
applies it to our need or circumstance or sin that needs to be dealt with. Again, let me give a caution. I’m 
not talking about treating the Bible like a magic book. Let it speak according to sound hermeneutical 
(interpretation) principles.  
   The Bible has commands and rules, but it is primarily a book of God given principles that the Holy 
Spirit will apply to your current situation. There are principles about what kind of person you should 
marry and then by implication even who to date, who you should vote for, how you spend money, how 
you educate, discipline, and prepare your children for their adult life, how you choose a church, who you 
cannot file a lawsuit against, and on and on. As you grow in the grace and knowledge of the Lord Jesus 



Christ, you will experience the Spirit of God turning on the light for the word of God to guide you in the 
decisions and situations you find yourself in. God guides through the Spirit-illumined Word. 
B.   Through Spirit Initiated Desires 
   When the commands or principles of God’s Word speak to a situation or a decision, you need not seek 
for more on the subject. There are some areas however that we need guidance to find God’s best among 
several good and Biblically acceptable options. For example, involvement in the world mission task is not 
optional. We have command after command in the Scriptures. But how and where does God want us to be 
involved? Should you go to India, China, Montana, Western Heights, or with your current health or your 
situation with young children does God want you to exclusively give to help others go and to diligently 
pray for those going and the missionaries on the field? In these cases, God’s guidance comes through the 
desires He places in your heart. Listen to Psalms 37:4 (NKJV) “Delight yourself also in the Lord, and He 
shall give you the desires of your heart.” The word “delight” means to be pliable and moldable. It was 
used of clay that the potter could easily mold into what he chose because the clay was so pliable. When 
our delight in only in pleasing God and bringing glory to Him, then God through His indwelling Spirit 
puts the desire in us to do what pleases Him. Our focus is not on the decision we need to make; our focus 
is on delighting in the Lord and then He begins to place a strong desire on our heart for what He desires 
for us to do. God guides us through the Spirit illumined word and through Spirit initiated desires and 
those will become clearer as we grow and mature. 
C.   Through Spirit Influenced Circumstances 
   Circumstance or what we sometimes call “Open doors” are a totally unreliable as the primary means of 
determining what following Jesus looks like in a decision you face. Circumstances serve as confirmations 
of God’s guidance. As you grow in the Lord, you learn not to act based on circumstances, but because 
you believe in the providence of God, you pay attention to circumstances as a confirmation or a 
redirection from the Lord. In the Old Testament, two times David was given an “open door” to kill King 
Saul and claim the throne of Israel as king. Yet, God had spoken in His word and David refused to kill 
Saul realizing that God was fully capable of fulfilling His plan without David’s help. If opened doors 
were all we needed, people would become door watchers instead of God seekers. Here is how it works – 
God’s word has been applied; you are pliable in God’s hands; there is a desire; the door opens (even a 
crack) and the circumstance of an opened door affirms your desires that you believe that the Holy Spirit 
has placed within you. 
D.   Through Spirit Informed Discernment 
   This one is hard to explain, but as you walk with God and deepen in your intimacy with him and grow 
toward spiritual maturity, you develop Holy Spirit imparted discernment. That discernment might be 
insight to ask certain questions or check something out before making a commitment to buy something or 
enter into some kind of agreement or contract. Maybe times when you missed that will serve to illustrate 
it. Did you ever make a purchase or hire someone and looking back in hindsight say, “I should have 
checked out the references” or “I should have asked about the …”? As you grow in spiritual maturity and 
begin to think like a steward (it’s all God’s and I am only the manager), the Spirit gives you discernment 
to guide your decisions.  

CONCLUSION 
   Are you following Jesus as a way of life? Do you have a compelling desire to follow Him? Are 
you daily denying self and taking up your cross? And are you following Jesus, following the 
guidance that our God is giving you? It is time to decide to follow Jesus. 


