
2 Timothy Chapter 3A 

 

This morning we arrive at the portion of 2 Tim that some of you have been waiting for.  

The mere mention of the phrase “The Last Days” perks the attention of many believers. 

 

Dreams of the return of the Lord Jesus and that great day when: 

1Thessalonians 4:16  The Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the 

voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: 

 The contemplation of a glorified body with no aches and pains gives you strength to 

endure your daily struggles. 

 How I long for the day when I am finally and fully free from the curse of sin and 

death. 

 The realization of our eternal reward, dwelling with our Lord Jesus in the New 

Jerusalem. (Walls of Jasper, streets of Gold, the Tree of Life…) 

 

While the expectation of the Lord’s second coming fills our hearts with joy and great 

hope, Paul reminds us that until that day there will be perilous times.  

 Jesus described the days leading up to his return as days of tribulation. 

 

Mark 13:19  For in those days there will be such tribulation as has not been from the 

beginning of the creation that God created until now, and never will be. 20  And if the 

Lord had not cut short the days, no human being would be saved. But for the sake of the 

elect, whom he chose, he shortened the days. 

 

In the Gospel of Matthew Jesus described those days as days of deception: 

Matthew 24: 4  And Jesus answered them, “See that no one leads you astray. 5  For many 

will come in my name, saying, ‘I am the Christ,’ and they will lead many astray. 

 No wonder Paul is so insistent that Timothy hold fast to sound doctrine.  

 

2 Tim 2:15  Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who has 

no need to be ashamed, rightly handling the word of truth. 

 The Word of God is our North Star as we attempt to navigate the troubled seas of 

these last days 

 

There are Three questions that I would like to answer from the text this morning: 

1. When are the “Last Days?” 

2. What is the main characteristic of the “Last Days?” 

3. What will people be like in the “Last Days?” 

 

When are the “Last Days?” 

 The expression, “The Last Days” does not point to some futuristic period of rather it 

points to the days in which we presently live.   



 The Last Days were inaugurated with the first coming of the Lord Jesus.  

 

Hebrews 1:1  Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by 

the prophets,  2  but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed 

the heir of all things, through whom also he created the world.   

 

On the day of Pentecost the Apostle Peter declared that the crowd that had gathered was 

experiencing the outpouring of the Holy Spirit predicted by the Prophet Joel that would 

take place in the Last Days:   

Acts 2: 15  For these men are not drunk, as you suppose, since it is only the third hour of 

the day. 16  But this is what was uttered through the prophet Joel:  17  “ ‘And in the last 

days it shall be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh, and your sons 

and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old 

men shall dream dreams; 

 

We learn from Peter, John and Jude that the Last Days would be dark days for mankind; 

times of scoffing, deception and violent persecution. 

 SO the Last Days began with the incarnation of Jesus Christ and climax with his 

second coming. 

 The next question:  What is so distinct about these Last Days: 

 

Point #2 What is the main characteristic of the last Days? 

2 Timothy 3: 1  But understand this, that in the last days there will come times of 

difficulty. 

 TIMES OF DIFFICULTY. 

 

The word that Paul uses for TIME in this verse does not point to a specific hour on a 

specific day rather it refers to a season, 

 If I was to speak of the time of the changing of the leaves… You would know I am 

referring to the Season of Autumn.  

 That season that is characterized by the colorful leaves. 

 Dog days of summer…  characterized by…..  heat and humidity. 

 

The season known as the Last days is a season that is characterized by difficulty. 

 Because the word “Seasons” is plural it refers to reoccurring periods of difficulty. 

 

Doubtless you have noticed in your own life that there are seasons of difficulty. 

 Those of us who have raised children might say that the toddler years were a 

SEASON of unique difficulty. 

 Many would say that the teen years were very difficult.  



 All of us have faced seasons of prosperity as well as seasons of lack, seasons of peace 

and seasons of turmoil, BUT what is Paul referring to when he says there will be 

seasons of difficulty in the Last Days? 

 

The KJV translates this word - “Perilous Times” 

The NIV - “Terrible Times” 

 The original word refers to that which is fierce or troublesome… 

 Jesus used this word to describe the demon possessed man in Matthew 8: 

 

Matthew 8:28  And when he came to the other side, to the country of the Gadarenes, two 

demon-possessed men met him, coming out of the tombs, so fierce that no one could pass 

that way.  

 The Gadarene demoniac was SO FIERCE, that people avoided all contact. 

 The word describes a savage brutality and violence.  This reminds me of Moses 

description of the days of Noah: 

 

Genesis 6:11 Now the earth was corrupt in God’s sight, and the earth was filled with 

violence. 12  And God saw the earth, and behold, it was corrupt, for all flesh had 

corrupted their way on the earth. 

 

Within the first 300 years of church history there were 10 seasons of persecution initiated 

by the Roman government. 

 Because believers would not bow their knee to worship Caesar they were persecuted, 

many were put to death. 

 Roman populace misunderstood the Lord’s Supper and accused Believers of 

cannibalism, eating flesh and drinking blood. 

 Christians were hanged on crosses, burned at the stake, fed to wild animals,    

 

The Last Days will be riddled with reoccurring seasons of violence but the Gospel will 

continue to go forth, the Lord will build His church and the gates of hell will not prevail 

over it. 

 

When asked about the time of his return Jesus warned of these perilous times: 

 

Matthew 24: 6  And you will hear of wars and rumors of wars. See that you are not 

alarmed, for this must take place, but the end is not yet. 7  For nation will rise against 

nation, and kingdom against kingdom, and there will be famines and earthquakes in 

various places. 

 You can see from the words of the Lord Jesus that the violence of these last days 

comes from two sources:  

o NATURE – The whole creation is groaning for the sons of God to be revealed. 

o MAN – The depravity of man reaches new heights of violence. 



o In Paul’s letter to Timothy he focuses on the depravity of man in the last days.  

 

Point #3  What will men be like in the “Last Days?” 

Paul presents a lengthy description of what I will call “perilous people” who will plague 

the church in the last days.  

2 Timothy 3: 2  For people will be lovers of self, lovers of money, proud, arrogant, 

abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, 3  heartless, unappeasable, 

slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not loving good, 4  treacherous, reckless, swollen 

with conceit, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, 5  having the appearance of 

godliness, but denying its power. Avoid such people. 6  For among them are those who 

creep into households and capture weak women, burdened with sins and led astray by 

various passions, 7  always learning and never able to arrive at a knowledge of the truth. 

8  Just as Jannes and Jambres opposed Moses, so these men also oppose the truth, men 

corrupted in mind and disqualified regarding the faith. 9  But they will not get very far, 

for their folly will be plain to all, as was that of those two men. 

 

I counted 20 items used to describe the perilous people. Time does not permit us to 

review every word; I want you to see that they break down into 2 basic categories: 

1. Men with Misplaced Affections 

2. Men of Corrupted Character 

 

At the very heart of this Last Day corruption is the misplaced affection of self love. 

It is this self-love causes men to be proud, arrogant, disobedient, ungrateful, unholy 

 HAVE YOU NOTICED that our society encourage self love?   

 (You Might say)  Isn’t it better to love yourself than HATE yourself? 

 

I believe that  Self-hatred is NOT the opposite of self-love, actually: Love for God would 

be the better contrast to a love for self. 

 

 When questioned by the Lord a Jewish Lawyer summarized the Law of God in this 

way: 

Luke 10: 26  He said to him, “What is written in the Law? How do you read it?” 

27  And he answered, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all 

your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind, and your neighbor as 

yourself.” 

 Love your neighbor as yourself.  

 IN this passage a love for self is viewed as being NATURAL to all men, the 

challenge of God’s Holy Law is to love our neighbor to the same degree that we love 

ourselves. 

 

Allister Begg:  brought up a very interesting point concerning this self-love, He stated:  

“What Paul describes here as a disease is offered in our culture as a cure.”  

Allister continues: 



“From pillar to post, from psychology couch to Christian pulpit all across America the 

medicine of choice for everything from juvenile delinquency to pre-senile dementia is the 

philosophy that people just need to love themselves more.” 

 But Friends: When the poison of self-love is offered to you as a cure you know that 

the culture is in perilous times. 

 Paul’s instructions to the Romans help us have a healthy self-image: 

 

Ro 12:3  For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of 

himself more highly than he ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each 

according to the measure of faith that God has assigned. 

 

Misplaced affections continue with the phrase, “Lovers of money.”   

 Surely when I love myself I want to make ME as comfortable as possible. 

o More comfortable house, furniture, vacations, transportation (I deserve it!) 

 To the Pharisees who Luke describes as “lovers of money” Jesus said: 

Luke 16:13  No servant can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the 

other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and 

money.” 

 

The misplaced affections of love for self and love of money lead one down a slippery 

slope: 

 Boastful - The one who loves himself desires that others would likewise have a deep 

appreciation of who he is. So I will tell them the wonders that are ME.    

 Arrogant - The word means to give the appearance of being better than others. 

 Abusive - (Lit: slanderous or blasphemous in speech) 

A culture with misplaced affections will raise children who are disobedient to their 

parents. 

 When the focus of parenting is training your child to love himself he will naturally 

grow to be disrespectful to others and disobedient to authority. 

 If you want proof that we are living in perilous times spend a week riding the school 

bus with my wife and listen to the conversations between middle school children.   

 

When Paul describes the corrupt character of these people he describes them in a very 

interesting way. 

 For you Bible Scholars Paul uses the Alpha-Privative of 8 descriptive words. 

 For the rest of us, allow me to explain:  Paul takes a word that describes a moral 

quality and places an “A” in the front of the word. By doing so he negates the whole 

word: 

EXAMPLE:  (NOT) loving, (NOT) peaceful,  (NOT) self-controlled, 

 

For the sake of time let’s focus our attention on just a few of these words: 

 



Heartless - (ASTORGOI) The root word (STORGOI) describes the appropriate and 

expected love that should naturally exist between parents and children.    

 KJV translates this “Without natural affection”  

 This might describe the nonchalant way in which many people view abortion.  

 It would describe the inhuman crime of child abuse. (Leaving a Baby in hot car) 

 It could also be used to describe the ever increasing violence wherein children 

mercilessly inflict violence upon other children. 

 The increase of this violent behavior in our society is epidemic. 

 

Brutal: Literally the word means “UNTAMED” it points to one who is savage. Like wild 

animals they are driven by their fleshly appetites without restraint. 

Paul moves on in his description:  not loving good,  treacherous, reckless, swollen 

with conceit,  

 

Paul eventually returns to the “Misplaced Affections” that are common among this 

perilous people. 

They are “lovers of pleasures rather than lovers of God.”  

 This describes a people who are addicted to their own pleasure. They are driven by 

their senses, ruled by their glands. They refuse to exhibit any self control, instead 

they seek immediate gratification.  

 They worship and serve their own pleasures continually, therefore pleasure becomes 

their God. 

Before we get too carried away pointing the finger at the corrupt society in which we 

live, let’s REMEMBER that WE once shared in this same unregenerate condition. 

 As a matter of fact: Paul uses some of the same wording in his letter to Titus to 

describe Believers prior to their conversion: 

 

Titus 3:3  For we ourselves were once foolish, disobedient, led astray, slaves to various 

passions and pleasures, passing our days in malice and envy, hated by others and hating 

one another. 4  But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared  

5  he saved us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to his 

own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, 6  whom he 

poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7  so that being justified by his 

grace we might become heirs according to the hope of eternal life. 

 

HE saved US! 

 He did this by the washing of regeneration… When we were dead in our sin HE 

made us alive by the renewal of the Holy Spirit. 

 He caused our blind eyes to see and our stony hearts to feel the sorrows which led us 

to repentance. 

 When we were slaves to various passions HE broke the chains and SET US FREE! 

 



In LOVE he left his home in glory and humbled himself by putting on human flesh. 

He was the spotless Lamb of God living a sinless live of perfection. 

He freely offered his life to God as the one and only atoning sacrifice for sin. 

 THAT same GRACE through which he gave us new life, is continually at work, 

guarding, protecting, keeping us  
 

NOW he calls us to remember his sacrifice. 

 


