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Colossians 3:21 

Fathers, do not provoke your children,    

lest they become discouraged.  

 

Ephesians 6:4  

Fathers, do not provoke your children to 

anger, but bring them up in the discipline 

and instruction of the Lord  
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Fathers, do not provoke your children,  

lest they become discouraged.  

 Remember the context of Colossians (Ch 3): Living in light of 
the gospel (Ch1-2)  

• Our parenting must flow out of the gospel and the revelation 
of Jesus Christ   

• Is our parenting different from the world?  

• The goal of our parenting is salvation to the glory of God (not 
behavior modification to make life easier or make us look 
better) 

– If we focus on behavior modification (and not the heart) 
we will look to and find hope in something other than 
Jesus Christ 

– The gospel is our parenting: It is not something we add to 
our parenting, or a part of our parenting (Rom 11:36 From, 
through, and to) 

 
 

3 



Hope in Parenting  
God’s grace is greater than our failed parenting 

• Knowing that our hope is in God does NOT, in any way, 

remove our responsibility in parenting 

• God’s sovereignty in salvation gives hope to, empowers and 

encourages parenting, but in no way removes the means and 

responsibility 

– God works through means (Word, people, proclamation of 

the gospel-Rom 10:14-15) 

• If you have children, God has entrusted souls under your 

watch, given you specific instruction, and you will give an 

account (stewardship) 
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Colossians 3:21 Fathers, do not provoke your children, lest they become 

discouraged.  

Ephesians 6:4 Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring 

them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord  

• Both specifically address fathers 

• Both have a negative command 

 

Fathers: (patēr) 

• Some teach it should be translated “parents”  

• 419x’s in Scripture (418x translated “father”) 

• Hebrews 11:23 By faith Moses, when he was born, was hidden for three 

months by his parents, because they saw that the child was beautiful, 

and they were not afraid of the king’s edict. 

• Colossians 3:20-21 Children, obey your parents (goneus) in everything, 

for this pleases the Lord. 21Fathers (patēr), do not provoke your 

children 

5 



Fathers 
• Fathers you are the spiritual head in your home  

– The spiritual condition of our homes falls in the father’s lap  

– Wives, this does not remove your responsibility in parenting 

• Fathers the condition of your own soul will determine your 

stewardship as fathers (Circle One of Concentric Circles) 

– Understanding the gospel, seeing and responding to the centrality, 

supremacy and sufficiency of Jesus Christ  

– Understanding your role as a father and spiritual leader in your 

home 

– Is Jesus Christ preeminent in your heart?  

– Soul watcher: Feed, nurture and protect child’s soul (Must know 

the Word of God) Prioritizing life around Word/Prayer  

• See Christ (worth/priority), and understand role/responsibility 

(Self, Wife, Children)  

Confession/Repentance: Low priority  6 


