
July 3, 2016 

Beware of the Pretenders 
Jude 2-4 

B.I:  While Jude warns us about the danger of pretenders in the church, Jeremiah 
describes who they are. 

LTS: Psalm 90 

Intro: 

Last week when we began studying this passage together we were struck by the depth 
and richness of Jude’s opening words. He begins this letter about guarding the church 
pretenders who slip into churches and intentionally distort the truth of God’s word. But 
before tell us what they are like he reminds us of who we are. We are those who are 
Called [by the Spirit], Beloved by the Father, and kept for Jesus Christ.  

     Not only that, but we are blessed with the heavenly enablement’s that equip us for 
ministry: namely (2), Mercy, Peace, and Love.  

• Mercy: This is the blessing of God’s provision for the needy.  
• Peace: This is not merely the absence of hostility with God, but the blessing of 

active friendship with God and one another brought about by God Himself. 
• Love: This too is a blessing we receive from God. Remember, we are “beloved in 

the Father!” In verse 1 Jude states this as fact. Now He is praying, as it were, that 
the depth of our knowledge of God’s love will multiply in our hearts. 

    And beloved, we are going to need all of this and more as we strive to stand against the 
doctrinal and moral pressure to compromise as a church. As a body of believers we are 
called not only to fellowship and joyful worship with one another. We are also called to 
doctrinal and moral vigilance and that requires spiritual vigilance and alertness. So Jude 
writes (3),  

Beloved, although I was very eager to write to you about our common salvation, I found 
it necessary to write appealing to you to contend for the faith that was once for all 
delivered to the saints. For certain people have crept in unnoticed who long ago were 
designated for this condemnation, ungodly people who pervert the grace of our God into 
sensuality and deny our only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ.  

     Now you may be thinking, those are really strong words! That almost seems mean-
spirited, and unloving! And at first blush we might not be able to imagine the kind of 
person Jude is warning against. But’s that’s OK because there are other passages in the 
Bible that help us identify people who present themselves as religious and even orthodox, 
but whose teaching and practice left unchecked will do the church great harm. 



    One place we find such revelation is all the way back in the Prophet Jeremiah. So turn 
with me to Jeremiah 23. And as you are turning there let me remind you of the context. 
Israel had been living in the Promise Land for many, many years and the Lord had 
blessed them abundantly. They became prosperous and comfortable and let down their 
guard on truth and holiness. And because of that, all kinds of false teaching and 
immorality had made its way into the fabric of the nation.  

    The really astounding thing, however, was that the spiritual poison was being brought 
in not by Israel’s enemies, but by their Shepherds (i.e. Pastors) and Prophets. The real 
danger was not outside of Israel but inside of Israel.   

A. (5:30) “An appalling and horrible thing Has happened in the land: The prophets 
prophesy falsely, And the priests rule on their own authority; And My people love 
it so!” 

B. (7:11) Regarding the temple he says “Has this house, which is called by My 
name, become a den of robbers in your sight? Behold, I, even I, have seen it," 
declares the LORD.” 

C. (8:8)  “Behold the lying pen of the scribes [Books!]… they heal the brokenness of 
the daughter of My people superficially…” 

D. (10:21) “The shepherds have become stupid and have not sought the Lord.” 
E. (14:14) 14 “Then the LORD said to me, "The prophets are prophesying falsehood 

in My name. I have neither sent them nor commanded them nor spoken to them; 
they are prophesying to you a false vision, divination, futility and the deception of 
their own minds.” 

    In a word, the reason the nation was on the road to destruction was because those 
responsible for feeding them the word of God had become unfaithful.  

A. (Jer. 7:28) “Truth has Perished”  
B. (Jer. 9:13) “They have forsaken my law…”  
C. (Chap. 11) “They have broken my covenant”  (Jer. 11) 
D. The land was saturated with false teachers who had lead God’s people astray, 

turning them away from His word in favor of more trendy, more fashionable, 
more appealing religious doctrine.  

     There is much that can be said here, but this morning I would simply like to take you 
into Jeremiah 23 and show you how to recognize a false teacher. Jeremiah’s message was 
to the shepherds. My message this morning is to the God’s sheep. And the message is 
this, Beware of the Pretenders who come to you in sheep’s clothing by inwardly are 
ravenous wolves. 

     Let me offer you, then, several distinguishing marks of a false teacher.  



I. They Abandon Biblical Holiness: 
Read Jer. 23:13-15 

1. What we see here is also a major theme in Jude’s letter. Namely, that those who will 
abandon truth will also abandon holiness. Apostasy from the truth leads to moral 
rebellion, and moral rebellion leads to apostasy from the truth.  

2. In Jeremiah’s day the false shepherds and false prophets were the ones compromising 
on morality. By their own lifestyles they were giving license to adultery and 
homosexuality (hence the reference to Sodom and Gomorrah). In Jude’s day they were 
the one’s “who pervert the grace of God into sensuality.”  

3. False teaching and immorality often go together because false teachers abandon 
biblical holiness. Beware of the Pretenders 

II. They Forsake the True Word of God: 
Read 16-22 

1. Why was immorality washing over the land like a flood? It was because the shepherds 
and prophets had abandoned the Word of God. They stopped proclaiming the revealed 
truth of God! 

2. Today many preachers – even some who call themselves evangelical – have a low view 
of Scripture. They say, If you preach verse for verse out of the Bible people won’t come! 
So in an effort to get more people to come they compromise and give the people what 
they want to hear. The result? 

A. (5:13) “The prophets are a wind and the word is not in them.” 
B. (6:10) The Lord says, “Behold, the word of the LORD has become a reproach to 

them; They have no delight in it.” 
C. (8:9) "The wise men are put to shame, They… have rejected the word of the 

LORD, And what kind of wisdom do they have?” 
D. And even after everything Jeremiah predicted concerning the coming of 

Nebuchadnezzar to destroy Jerusalem, the people were still unwilling to listen to 
the word of God. In 45:16 we read, "As for the message that you have spoken to 
us in the name of the LORD, we are not going to listen to you! 17 "But rather we 
will certainly carry out every word that has proceeded from our mouths...” 

4. This is stunning! By this time the wrath of God Jeremiah had promised had already 
come. The people were fleeing for their lives to Egypt. But still they would not listen to 
the word of the Lord. The false teachers had taught them well, and they had no intention 
of letting go of their failed beliefs. Beware of the Pretenders! 

5. False teachers Abandon Holiness, they Forsake the True Word of God.  



III. They Give Preference to Visions: 
1. The question is, if they are not really teaching the word of God, then what are they 
teaching? Jeremiah answers in v. 16,  “They speak a vision of their own imagination, not 
from the mouth of the Lord.” 

2. This is classic deception. Once you have led people away from the authority and 
sufficiency of the written word of God and have taught them to depend upon you for 
truth, they’ll believe anything. 

3. False teachers are forever asking people to trust in visions they say they have seen. 
And if you’re a false teacher this is one of the most powerful tools of your trade. Why? 
Because there’s no way to disprove a personal vision! It’s completely subjective! And 
who would have the audacity to question a noted teacher who says that God appeared to 
him in a dream? 

4. But Jerimiah tells God’s people, “Be warned.” For the prophets are telling you visions 
they have dreamed up in their own imaginations. And this is a warning you find 
throughout the bible.  

A. Lam. 2:14, “Your prophets have seen for you False and foolish visions; And they 
have not exposed your iniquity so as to restore you from captivity, But they have 
seen for you false and misleading oracles.” 

B. Eze. 13:9, God says, "So My hand will be against the prophets who see false 
visions and utter lying divinations.” 

C. Eze. 22:28  "Her prophets have smeared whitewash for them, seeing false visions 
and divining lies for them, saying, 'Thus says the Lord GOD,' when the LORD 
has not spoken.” 

D. Zech 10:2 “The diviners see lying visions And tell false dreams; They comfort in 
vain. Therefore the people wander like sheep.” 

E. Col. 2:18 Paul warns us, “Let no one keep defrauding you of your prize by 
delighting in self-abasement and the worship of the angels, taking his stand on 
visions he has seen, inflated without cause by his fleshly mind.” 

8. If you are out to deceive people for your own gain, just tell them you have had a vision 
from God, and they will line up to do whatever you say. Beware of the Pretenders!  

IV. They Flaunt the Phrase “God Told Me” 
Read 23:31 

1. Listen, folks. In Jeremiah’s day when a prophet stood up and said, Thus saith the 
Lord”, what he meant was “The Lord told me.” 



2. We see this clearly in chap. 28 where a false prophet by the name of Hannaniah stood 
against Jeremiah and declared (v. 2), “Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, 'I 
have broken the yoke of the king of Babylon. 'Within two years I am going to bring back 
to this place all the vessels of the LORD'S house, which Nebuchadnezzar king of 
Babylon took away from this place and carried to Babylon.” But this was a false 
prophesy.  

3. The Lord never said that. In fact, the people and all the articles of the temple were to 
spend 70 years in Babylon because of the sin brought about by obeying the word of the 
false teachers rather than the word of God. 

4. Beloved, I have to tell you that something inside me cringes whenever I hear someone 
say, “The Lord told me…”.  Listen, I know by the authority of Scripture that many people 
who say they are hearing from God are really hearing the promptings of their 
imagination, or the desires of their flesh, or voice of a demon. I also know that God 
Himself has said that His written word is sufficient for all things pertaining to life and 
godliness.  

5. The really troubling thing about saying “God told me” is that by doing so a person 
elevates a subjective word or message above the level of scrutiny. I mean, if God told you 
that, than who am I to question God? Even if it sounds unbiblical, or immoral, or down 
right diabolical.  But we need to question such propositions.  

6. Jonathan Edwards wrote: "This error will defend and support errors. As long as a 
person has a notion that he is guided by immediate direction from heaven, it makes him 
incorrigible and impregnable in all his misconduct.” 

7. Now don’t misunderstand me. I believe the H.S. is always actively moving, 
encouraging, convicting, prompting, urging, and empowering His people. What I doubt is 
my own ability to infallibly discern when my feelings and promptings are of the flesh and 
when they are actually coming from the Spirit of God. So I prefer to say things like, “I 
think the Lord would be pleased if I do or say this or that.” This is biblical language and 
it keeps us from assigning to God what He never actually said.  

8. A true shepherd of God’s people will only say “God has said” when he can point at a 
text of Scripture and demonstrate it plainly. But false teachers are always saying, “The 
Lord told me.” In 1st John the beloved apostle pleads with us saying (4:1) “Beloved, do 
not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, because 
many false prophets have gone out into the world.” 
     So beloved, Beware of the Pretenders!  

V. They Offer False Hope to Unbelievers 
Read 23:17 



1. The false teacher’s message is always uplifting, always pleasant, always upbeat, never 
judgmental, designed to make us feel good about God and ourselves. But do we 
remember what Jesus said the H.S’s job is? It is to convict the world of sin, righteousness 
and judgment.  

2. Every week Joel Osteen stands on the platform before the 25,000 people, he has the 
entire congregation hold up their bibles and say together:  

 This is my Bible.  

 I am what it says I am;  

 I have what it says I have;  

 I can do what it says I can do.  

 Today, I will be taught the word of God.  

 I boldly confess that my mind is alert, my heart is  

receptive,  

 I will never be the same.  

 In Jesus’ name. God bless you.” 

3. Then from that moment on, Joel preaches a message that is anything but a word from 
God. His messages are all about “Discovering the Champion within You”, and 
eliminating negative influences in your life.  

4. Throughout his messages, carefully selected Bible verses are presented as support, but 
the essential issues of sin, righteousness, and judgment are never addressed.  

5. And that’s the danger. People come together in droves not to humble themselves before 
God but to have an experience. Then, when a positive emotion arises they call it worship. 
They feel like they have connected with the heart of God, and the man behind the pulpit 
tells them its true! 

6. But it never occurs to them that God might actually view what they are doing as an 
abomination of self-worship. A kind of religious experience that leaves the main issues of 
rebellion and sin in the unbelievers heart unaddressed and disguises the road to hell with 
up-lifting music, slick presentations, positive thinking, warm feelings and even a few 
verses of Scripture. 

7. No wonder Jude says that these are those (4) “who long ago were designated for this 
condemnation,” Week after week false teachers offer false hope with a false gospel to 
naïve sinners who think all is well. This is a mark of a false teacher. He/she offers false 
comfort to religious unbelievers. 

Beware of the Pretenders! 



8. So that we will have time for the Lord’s Table we will have to leave it there. But we 
could also talk about the additional marks of Pride and Greed.  

9. For now, beloved, let’s close with some questions: 
• Are you being discerning about the religious books you read, the “bible studies” 

you join, and the teachers you sit under? 
• Are you personally reading and meditating on the Scriptures every day to feed 

your soul and grow deeper into the truth of God’s word? This will protect you 
from error. 

• Are you engaging in moral compromise? It doesn’t take long before personal 
compromises put you in a position where you have to change your views on 
biblical teaching in order to accommodate unholy passions and desired.  

• Are you speaking the truth in love when someone you love claims to be a 
Christian but lives a life that dishonors the Lord? God may use you to bring them 
to repentance unto eternal life.  

B.I:  While Jude warns us about the danger of pretenders in the church, Jeremiah 
describes who they are. 


