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KKIINNGGDDOOMM  DDIISSCCIIPPLLEESSHHIIPP  110011::  
TTHHEE  PPRRAAYYEERR  OOFF  TTHHEE  KKIINNGGDDOOMM  

LLUUKKEE  1111::11--1133  
RREEVV..  CCHHAARRLLEESS  RR..  BBIIGGGGSS  

 

We quote confidently as we should Psalm 23 when we say: The Lord is my shepherd, I 
shall not want.  Our trust is in our Sovereign God and Father, Lord of heaven and earth 
(Luke 10:21ff).  In our passage today, Jesus teaches his disciples what has been known as 
�the Lord�s prayer�; but this is also the prayer taught by the Lord for his disciples to pray.  
Perhaps we should call this the Disciple�s Prayer or The Kingdom Prayer as well?   
 
Last week we had Kingdom Discipleship 101 on loving God and our neighbor as 
ourselves.  This week in Luke 11:1-13, we have Kingdom Discipleship 101 on praying to 
God and trusting that his Kingdom will come, and that his will be done.   
 
Jesus is revealing himself to be the Great Shepherd-Pastor in his teaching to the disciples.  
Jesus is the Shepherd who makes us lie down in green pastures, who guides, leads, and 
sustains us; who comforts us and ensures that goodness and mercy will be our existence 
as those who belong to Him.  What a privilege as his children that we can pray to God, 
Maker of heaven and earth, through our Mediator Jesus Christ! 
 
A longer version of the prayer of the Kingdom is found in Matthew�s Gospel (chapter 
6:9ff).  In Matthew�s Gospel the prayer is included in Jesus� sermon (on the mount), and 
in Dr. Luke�s gospel it is revealed on another occasion as the specific request of one of 
his disciples.  On this occasion, as in many other places in Luke�s Gospel, Jesus is 
praying to the Father (3:21; 5:16; 6:12; 9:18, 28). 
 
It was common in the ancient world of Jesus� time for special rabbis to compose their 
own prayers and to teach their disciples how to pray both with form and proper content in 
addressing God. 
 
ESV Luke 11:1-13: Now Jesus was praying in a certain place, and when he finished, one 
of his disciples said to him, "Lord, teach us to pray, as John taught his disciples."  
 
We can appreciate the apparent spiritual hunger of one of the disciples here (There seems 
to be a sense of urgency in the aorist imperative here: Teach us now to pray).  They were 
seeing Jesus praying on many occasions to the Father and enjoying his fellowship and 
sweet communion that naturally he also wanted to know how Jesus prayed to the Father.  
The disciple was requesting to know how to come to the Father through Jesus in a special 
way.  This reveals that the disciple did not know how to rightly pray, but had heard that 
other teachers had taught their disciples. 
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As the John the Baptist had taught his disciples to pray in preparation for the Kingdom 
before Jesus, so Jesus� disciples want to know how to pray now that the Kingdom has 
come.  There is revealed here a knowledge of how John taught his disciples to pray, and 
they are asking Jesus to clarify this in light of the Kingdom being present now in Jesus 
(cf. Luke 5:33- the disciples had knowledge of John�s and the Pharisee�s disciples� 
practice).  The meaning of his request may be something like: �Do we still pray like John 
the Baptist taught his disciples to pray?� Or, like John the Baptist taught his disciples, 
�Can you teach us also to pray.� 
 
Prayer will especially be needed by the disciples in order to seek the Father and to trust in 
him to guide, protect, and provid for all that they need.  In light of the larger context of 
Dr. Luke�s Gospel, Jesus has set his face toward Jerusalem (9:51, 53), and he wants to 
teach his disciples how to set their face toward God and his fatherly goodness when he 
leaves them for a time period. 
 
John Calvin wrote in his Institutes of the Christian Religion, Book III, concerning this 
Kingdom prayer: "[God] prescribed a form for us in which he set forth as in a table all 
that he allows us to seek of him, all that is of benefit to us, all that we need to ask. From 
this kindness of his we receive great fruit of consolation: that we know we are requesting 
nothing absurd, nothing strange or unseemly-in short, nothing unacceptable to him-since 
we are asking almost in his own words�This privilege deserves to be more highly 
esteemed among us, since the only-begotten Son of God supplies words to our lips that 
free our minds from all wavering." 
 
Let us look at the content of the prayer that Jesus gives to his disciples upon a disciples� 
request: 
 
2 And he said to them, "When you pray, say: "Father, hallowed be your name. Your 
kingdom come.  
 
Jesus begins teaching them the form and content of their prayers that all of his people can 
learn and use as disciples of the Kingdom.  In light of the prayer Jesus gives to us, we 
should be reminded that sinful man is too focused on how he or she can provide for 
himself; Sinful man does not first and foremost acknowledged God and his fatherly 
goodness in all things.  Rather, he worries and gets anxious after seeking to help himself, 
and then realizes that perhaps God is there to help! 
 
Father� 
Jesus addresses God as �Father� (In Greek it is path,r, patro,j m father, in 

Hebrew the word is ba' n.m. father, in Aramaic Abba).  What a blessing that Christ�s 
disciples have to be able to call God �Father�. As Jesus had rejoiced in the Holy Spirit 
(from our last sermon), and exulted with great joy that the �Father� was sovereign but 
also �Lord of heaven and earth� (10:21-24), so we too can address this great God as our 
very own �Father� because of our relationship to him because of our relationship to Jesus 
Christ (cf. 10:16). 
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God is indeed our LORD and King, but he is also our heavenly Father. This address to 
God as Father would have amazed some of Jesus' disciples. In the OT, we are taught that 
God called himself Father to his people in the church under age. Remember the way God 
led Israel out of Egypt as a "father to a son" (Hosea 11:1); there is a fatherly aspect or 
attribute of Messiah revealed in Is. 9:6, where Messiah is described as �Everlasting 
Father�; In Jeremiah 31:9, the LORD says, "for I am a Father to Israel."  

ESV Jeremiah 31:9 With weeping they shall come, and with pleas for mercy I will lead 
them back, I will make them walk by brooks of water, in a straight path in which they 
shall not stumble, for I am a father to Israel, and Ephraim is my firstborn. 

We see that God's fatherly goodness is not unique to the New Testament, but that God 
has always been a Father to the people set apart and called by his name to walk in the 
ways of His Kingdom. God as Father was revealed in a progressive manner throughout 
redemptive-history, it was not always as clear to God's people in the OT than it is 
revealed NOW in Jesus Christ! 

Now the reality of Christ our Mediator, in the fullness of time has come (Gal. 4:4)! Now 
we have God's Spirit and have received the Spirit of Sonship whereby we cry out "Abba! 
Father!" -- and it is the Spirit himself who bears witness with our spirit that we are 
children of God, and if children heirs, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ�" (Rom. 
8:15-17).  

Two applications: 1) A humble privilege to call the Living God �Father� revealing a 
relationship of love, care and protection because of Christ; 2) A humble submission and 
dependence upon Him as weak and sinful people � there is no room for pride.  We are not 
�born� into the family, but rather �born again� into the family by his grace alone while 
we are by nature children of the evil one (cf. Eph. 2:1-10). 

We rejoice that we can pray to our God and our Father because as children who hold out 
their hands for all their provision, so our good and heavenly Father provides for all our 
needs according to his riches in glory (Phil. 4). 1 John 3 tells us: "See what love the 
Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and so we are." This is our 
great hope taught by Jesus in this prayer. 

Hallowed be your name� 
Hallowed be Your Name: This word "hallowed" (a`gia,zw set apart as sacred to God; 
make holy, consecrate; regard as sacred; purify, cleanse) means to "sanctify," 
"consecrate," "set apart," or "make holy." Jesus uses this same verb when he prays in 
John 17: "I sanctify or consecrate myself." God's name is representative of his character, 
his attributes, the way God has revealed his character throughout Scripture.  
 
Jesus is teaching us to pray that God's name would always be set apart holy and never 
common or this-worldly. We might understand this in light of the 3rd commandment 
found in Exodus 20:7, "You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain; for 
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the LORD will not hold him guiltless who takes his name in vain." This teaches what 
high regard we should have for God's name and to never make it common in our usage.  

A name in the Ancient Near East in the times of the Bible meant a great deal. A name 
characterized a person, or sometimes was given at birth in hopes of what an infant would 
become. God's name was to be considered holy because it describes God's character, or 
who God is, as the Westminster Divines teach us in the Larger Catechism:  

"God is a Spirit, in and of himself infinite in being, glory, blessedness, and perfection; 
all-sufficient, eternal, unchangeable, incomprehensible, every where present, almighty, 
knowing all things, most wise, most holy, most just, most merciful and gracious, long-
suffering, and abundant in goodness and truth." Anyone with attributes like that must 
have a name that is set apart! God's attributes and character-God himself-is revealed in 
his name and therefore his name should be set apart as holy. 

We become children of the living God by submission to the Father�s call to �call upon the 
Name of the Lord� (Acts 4:12).  Then our entire lives are spent calling upon this 
Hallowed and Holy Name for all of our needs. 

Your Kingdom Come� 
 
Your Kingdom Come� (�Your Will Be Done�) (Implied, cf. Matthew 6): In this part of 
the prayer Jesus is teaching for the people of the Kingdom to pray for God's Kingdom to 
be continually set up on the earth and ultimately established upon the earth in the future. 
The Kingdom we pray to come has a spiritual and earthly aspect; it is both present and 
future.  

The present aspect of this petition is that we pray this prayer as a community in hopes 
that God's Spirit will continue to save and regenerate the lost; to bring those into the fold 
those for whom Christ died. We pray that God's Spirit would come by subduing hearts to 
himself and establishing his Kingship and Lordship over all those who are his.  

As well, we pray that as God fulfills his law through his people, we are praying for the 
order of God's wisdom to be established foundationally on the earth in place of the sinful 
chaos that exists. When the Spirit raises God�s people from spiritual death, we truly do 
recognize God as our King and we love his Law and are able to live it out in our lives by 
His grace (albeit imperfectly). Christ truly does make a new creation (2 Cor. 5:17). These 
are our present hopes in praying �Your Kingdom Come�� 

This Kingdom (or Sovereign rule of God in Messiah) which we pray to come was the 
central message of our Lord Jesus Christ's earthly ministry. Prior to his ministry, John the 
Baptist had declared: "Repent, for the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand." Christ declared 
that the Kingdom had come in himself (Mt. 12:28ff), and he taught about the Kingdom of 
God in parables (Mt. 13:1-14:51) which are truly descriptive of Christ's Kingdom and a 
very profitable and rich study. 



 5

In Luke 10 (our present context) Jesus� main message continues to be that the �kingdom 
of God is near� (10:9ff) and the Kingdom of God has come upon you (11:20). 

As the people of God, the people of the Kingdom, we pray this prayer with understanding 
that the Kingdom of God has come in Christ and is progressing as described in the 
parable of the mustard seed (Read Mt. 13:31ff). The Kingdom of God has come already, 
yet it is future as well-when Christ will ultimately destroy all of the evil, sin, and the 
devil and set up his Kingdom, and dwell with his people. Christ will restore all things!!  
As pictured for us In Revelation 21:1-7: 

ESV Revelation 21:1-7: Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had 
passed away, and the sea was no more. 2 And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of 
heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne 
saying, "Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his 
people, and God himself will be with them as their God. 4 He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, 
and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning nor crying nor pain anymore, for the former 
things have passed away." 5 And he who was seated on the throne said, "Behold, I am making all things 
new." Also he said, "Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true." 6 And he said to me, "It is 
done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give from the spring 
of the water of life without payment. 7 The one who conquers will have this heritage, and I will be his God 
and he will be my son. 

When we pray that our Father's will to be done, we are asking that he continually change 
our wills, renew our minds, so that our desires will be God's desires and that his Kingdom 
will be manifested through our obedience to Jesus.  

In Romans 12:1, 2, the Apostle Paul teaches us:  

"To present our bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is our spiritual worship. Do 
not be conformed to this world but be transformed by the renewal of our minds; that we may prove what is 
the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect."  

Christ rules the universe, the whole world, but he progressively rules creation now 
through his people as he rules their hearts and wills by his Holy Word. This is what is 
meant when we continue the prayer: "As it is in heaven, so also may it be upon the earth 
(cf. Matt. 6:10b)." 

This is to direct us to the reality that God is working in us his good and pleasing will and 
that we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared 
beforehand, that we should walk in them" (Eph. 2:10; cf. Phil. 1:6).  

God's working in us gives us the ability to live his law by the indwelling Spirit and thus 
to do good works which are pleasing and glorifying to him. Thus the ultimate reason why 
we pray "Your Kingdom come; your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven." This is part 
of God's restoration of all things, even now in our daily lives. 
3 Give us each day our daily bread, 4 and forgive us our sins, for we ourselves forgive 
everyone who is indebted to us. And lead us not into temptation."  
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Give us each day our daily bread� 
As our Heavenly Father who is also Lord of heaven and earth, that is, the Great and 
Sovereign Living God, we know that he can truly provide for all of our daily needs.  We 
do not have to be worried or anxious about anything. 
 
We might sum this portion of the prayer in this way: "O, Father give us what we need 
today both spiritually and physically (this is looking to the Great Life-Giver). Although 
unworthy to ask anything of you, we need and seek your grace, your goodness, and your 
favor. Please provide our food, our clothing, all of our earthly needs.  
 
While we live daily, may we acknowledge you as the fountain and source of all of our 
good. Help us to overcome our sins, and we look forward to your return as we hope for 
permanent deliverance from sin and death- - this is our hope and prayer."  As John Piper 
has said so well:  
 

�God is most glorified in us when we are most satisfied in Him!� 
 
Jesus teaches us in Matthew 6:25ff not to be anxious about our lives, what we shall eat, 
drink or wear, but look to God's provision to his creation such as the birds and the lilies 
of the field. Our Heavenly Father feeds and clothes them, how much more, Jesus says, 
shall he be kind to his people.  
 
He then ends this section by telling us to "Seek first His Kingdom and His righteousness, 
and all these things shall be yours as well" (Mt. 6:33). Jesus is teaching us that seeking 
the Bread of Life first is the way of wisdom and the priority over our physical needs.  
 
This is not to say our physical needs are unimportant, but these needs should be 
understood in light of God's character as he has revealed himself- -God knows our needs 
before we ask anything of him!  
 
Additionally, Christ also provides for us knowledge of God and fellowship in the Spirit 
through His Word and He feeds us spiritually by his body and blood when we commune 
with Christ in the Lord's Supper. We see that this prayer is concerned with individual 
needs, but the focus is upon individual needs that make up his Kingdom- - the people of 
His Church. This is good news! 
 
But we must remember that God is indeed sovereign and although we ask God through 
prayer for what seems to be best, we can do this unintentionally with sinful purposes 
(James 4:1-5), or without a full knowledge of God�s sovereign purposes (2 Cor. 12:7-9), 
and so when we ask God, our hope is not in the �right answer� according to our limited 
knowledge, but our hope is in �Our Father� and his sovereign goodness and purposes 
being worked out for His glory and our good (cf. Rom. 8:28ff). 
 
How many times have you prayed for something that you thought God should answer in 
a particular way, and when he did not answer straightway as you thought he should, your 
service and love and heart began to grow cold toward him?  What had happened?  You 
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were deciding to pragmatically serve and obey God.  You said essentially to God: �If you 
meet my demands in this way, then I will serve you with passion; if I serve and obey you 
and good things as I define them do not come my way, I will not serve you until I get my 
way.�  
 
It is easy to fall into this trap of making God out to be a great cosmic genie in the lamp 
who gives us everything we want; but we must remember that God answers our prayers 
according to what is best, according to His divine wisdom, according to the knowledge 
that only God possesses of the beginning as well as the end. 
 
So we pray that God would provide for all of our needs �our daily bread� knowing that 
he will in his goodness, but in his good timing as well! 
 
Forgive us our sins, for we ourselves forgive everyone who is indebted to us� 
This is a most important confession as well as petition found in the Prayer of the 
Kingdom!  We ask God to forgive us of our sins but we confess that we ourselves have 
forgiven everyone who is indebted to us.   

In addition to our daily spiritual and physical needs, we ask God to forgive us our sins as 
we forgive our debtors.  In Matthew�s Gospel, the word "debt" is used for sins (Matt. 
6:12), and this word is from a Greek term that is also translated as a wrong, sin, or guilt 
(see Rom. 4:4). We owe a debt to God for our sins that we can never repay! 

"Our debtors" should be understood in light of Matthew 18:21-35, where Christ teaches 
the parable commonly known as 'The Parable of the Unforgiving Servant'. Let us read 
this parable in Matthew 18:21-35.  

You see that forgiveness is part of the character of living in Christ's Kingdom. 
Forgiveness and mercy toward others is practiced because we have received great 
forgiveness and mercy from God our Father! In the same way, we should forgive others 
and love them for this is the fulfillment of the Law: to love others as yourselves (Mt. 
22:37-40; cf. Rom. 13:8).  

Forgiveness of others can be truly a challenge us as Christians. We want to be vindicated 
when wronged, sometimes immediately, but we do not want to be over eager in the 
timing of God's Kingdom-Judgment. We must wait in Christ's return for our vindication, 
now we are commanded to forgive those who sin against us. Has anyone disappointed 
you�made you angry�sinned against you? Have you forgiven them?  

God has forgiven you completely in Christ, even though your sins were great, God was in 
Christ reconciling you to himself. You must "go and do likewise�.  Christ's Kingdom 
prayer teaches us that is most important to forgive others, notice how he expounds on 
why we must forgive in Matthew 6:14-15: 
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"For if you forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you.  
"But if you do not forgive men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your 

trespasses. 

Forgiveness and mercy are at the heart of God's reconciling relationship to us in Christ, 
and therefore it should be at the heart of our service of loving our God and King and our 
neighbor as ourselves. 

This teaches us that when we come to the Father for his kind and merciful forgiveness, 
we must come having forgiven others who have sinned against us as well.  We have no 
business asking forgiveness in a state of unforgiveness, or while we are busy being 
unmerciful toward others.  We forgive everyone who is indebted to us and ask God to 
forgive our sins as well, as only God can forgive our sins against him. 
 
It is important to note that we do indeed sin against our brethren.  In fact, a sin against 
God will manifest itself in a sin against our neighbor.  The first and second table of the 
Law that reveals our responsibility toward both God and man reveals that to break one 
part of the commandments, is to break them all.  So we must remember that to sin against 
God is to sin against our neighbor. 
 
However, even though our neighbor can forgive us when we sin against them (by God�s 
grace), and they can show mercy to us when our sins against God have effected them.  
Only God can forgive sins against him.  Only God can give the forgiveness that we need 
in Jesus Christ to bring the peace that passes all understanding to guard our hearts and 
minds in Christ Jesus (cf. Phil. 4:4-9).   
 
We must know that we have sinned against God through our reading and study of the 
Law, then be prepared to daily confess our sins against God and neighbor, knowing our 
Heavenly Father will forgive us when we confess our sins for Christ�s sake (cf. 1 John 
1:8-2:2). 
 
And lead us not into temptation� 
The world is fraught with temptation, and this request is to have the grace of God to 
overcome anything that we might face.  This request is to ask God for strength and his 
grace in Christ to be able to understand who we are as his people and resist temptation as 
it threatens us each day. 
 
This petition of the Kingdom Prayer reminds us that there is indeed temptation and that 
as we pray this prayer daily we must be reminded to be watchful; that daily, we must be 
sober and alert, aware that the enemy seeks to devour us like a roaring lion (cf. 1 Peter 
5:6-11). 

This Biblical term for temptation (peirasmo,n) is elsewhere translated and defined as 
a period or process of testing or a trial (Jesus uses it to describe temptation or testing that 
could cause his disciples to fall away; Peter calls it trials or temptations; James calls it 
trials to test your faith- Mk. 14:38; Gal. 4:14; 1 Tim. 6:9; James 1:12; 1 Pet. 4:12). We 
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pray daily to be delivered from such trials, but we look by faith again to our Heavenly 
Father to accept His will despite our trials.  

As Christ said to the evil one in the wilderness (Luke 4): �Man shall live by every word 
that comes out of God�s mouth� and as he prayed in the Garden of Gethsemane in a 
severe time of testing prior to his crucifixion: "Not my will; but yours be done" in 
Matthew 26, so we must seek God�s power to resist temptation and the testing of our 
faith.  As Romans 6:14ff teaches us, we have been delivered from the bondage of our 
sins, but we daily struggle to overcome those sins (Rom. 7:13).  

Someone has said correctly that sin no longer reigns; but nevertheless remains in the 
Christian. We know that we are justified and at peace with God because of Christ (Rom. 
5:1), but nevertheless we struggle with temptations and trials. But our hope is in the truth 
that nothing can separate from the love of God in Christ (Rom. 8:31ff). As well as what 
the Apostle Paul teaches in 1 Cor. 10:13: 

No temptation has overtaken you except such as is common to man; but God is 
faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the 

temptation will also make the way of escape, that you may be able to bear it. 

Our Attitude and Expectation in Praying to God Our Father: 
 

5 And he said to them, "Which of you who has a friend will go to him at midnight and 
say to him, 'Friend, lend me three loaves, 6 for a friend of mine has arrived on a 
journey, and I have nothing to set before him'; 7 and he will answer from within, 'Do 
not bother me; the door is now shut, and my children are with me in bed. I cannot get 
up and give you anything'? 8 I tell you, though he will not get up and give him 
anything because he is his friend, yet because of his impudence he will rise and give 
him whatever he needs.  
 
Jesus uses an illustration from life, a parable of attitude and expectation in prayer.  The 
point that Jesus is making is that although God is holy, and he is transcendent, he is 
nevertheless approachable and we can do so through Jesus Christ with confidence.   
 
Because God is sovereign and he is Lord of heaven and earth, we might think �he is too 
busy to listen to my puny request� or we might think how undeserving we are to pray to 
him (Remember we are! But he has forgiven our debts!!!), or we might think he is 
unapproachable in his sovereign greatness.  There is a false humility that sometimes says 
that my care is too small for God�s attention. 
 
But this is not to be the way we view God as our Father.  As our Heavenly Father we are 
to approach him boldly and confidently to request what we need of him!  The Book of 
Hebrews gets at this truth, when it says: 
 
ESV Hebrews 4:16 Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we 
may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need. 
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Jesus says in this parable if an imperfect friend knows how to answer your prayers (and 
even if he becomes irritable with you because you are a late night visitor and he cannot 
answer your request), how much more (is the implied) does your Heavenly Father know 
what it is that you need!?   
 
Geldenhuys wrote: �If even an imperfect human being, notwithstanding the 
inconvenience to which he is put, will arise at midnight to give a friend what he needs if 
he comes and asks him for help, how much more will God, the heavenly Friend, who is 
perfect in love, listen to the sincere prayers and supplications of His children who are 
really in need!� (Luke, pg. 324). 
 
Professor Darrell Bock comments: �The point of the parable is that if an irritated person 
responds to boldness, so you can be bold with the Gracious One. Thus, continually pray� 
(Luke, pg. 1058). 
 
Jesus is teaching that we should be �shamelessly bold� before God when we come-a-
knocking- -knowing that if sinful men even respond to shameless boldness and 
persistence, how much more will God when we come through Jesus Christ our Lord?! 
 
And how much more will God answer when you come �knocking�.  That is why he goes 
on to say: 
 
9 And I tell you, ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it 
will be opened to you. 10 For everyone who asks receives, and the one who seeks finds, 
and to the one who knocks it will be opened.  
 
We must be consistently and persistently seeking our Heavenly Father�s blessing through 
prayer.  We must be �shameless� or �impudent� (v. 8).  The Greek word here is 
avnai,deia, aj f which means �shameless persistence�.  Are you shamelessly 
persistent in your prayers?  Are you as shamelessly persistent in your praying as you are 
shamelessly persistent in your insisting in your own way or �doing things for yourself�?!  
This parabolic illustration might change the way all of us pray by God�s grace! 
 
Jesus says in verses 9-10 that we are to seek and knock, knowing that God truly answers 
our prayers.  Now we must be reminded of what I mentioned earlier.  We must know by 
faith that God always answers our prayers (v. 10):  
 
�For everyone who asks receives�� but this may not be in the way you requested.  This 
again reminds us that God is indeed a loving Heavenly Father, but he is not a genie to 
merely give us what we want (we are selfish creatures who do not always know what or 
why we want something- -God forbid!).  Rather, we must put our hope and trust in God. 
 
What father among you, if his son asks for a fish, will instead of a fish give him a 
serpent; 12 or if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion? 13 If you then, who are 
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evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will the heavenly 
Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!" 
 
Jesus uses an illustration from the world of sinful man: �If you, who are evil, know how 
to give gifts to your own children, how much more will your Heavenly Father give the 
Holy Spirit to those who ask him?� 
 
Jesus now teaches the disciples by changing his example from a friend to the intimacy of 
parents and children to drive his point home to the heart.  If a sinful father is asked by his 
son or daughter for a fish or egg will he give him a serpent or scorpion? NO!  Will 
parents give to their children something that bites and stings? Or something good for 
them?! 
 
We must be reminded that though we are evil and we answer our children as to what 
seems best to us (although we make mistakes), God is like us in that he answers his own 
children with what seems best for us- -but he never makes any mistakes!  He perfectly 
answers according to his grace and glory- -and He does so always for our own good.  
This is where the discipleship rubber meets the difficult and bumpy narrow path isn�t it?! 
 
We don�t like our Heavenly Father�s answer sometimes in prayer (nor his timing!).  We 
say to him: �BUT you don�t understand if only you would do it this way this one time all 
will be well with me and I would be getting on with serving you like I should!�  
 
But that doesn�t take any faith, or any trust.  This would only make us more selfish and 
self-centered speaking humanly.  This kind of thinking is diametrically opposed to �your 
kingdom come�!  And as Jesus teaches elsewhere, recorded in Matthew�s gospel it is 
contrary to �your will be done� (which is implied in �your Kingdom come�). 
 
Whose will is it that truly matters anyway?  Whose Kingdom is it?  We have been 
granted such grace from the Father to be able to call upon Him as Father.  He has given to 
us His only Son and made him, or better �put him forward� as a propitiation for our sins.  
As the Apostle Paul tells us of our sinful condition and God�s great cure for us in Christ: 
 
ESV Romans 3:23-26: �For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 and are 
justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom 
God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to show 
God's righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over former sins. 26 
It was to show his righteousness at the present time, so that he might be just and the 
justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus. 
 
This means that God gave to us in His love for us His own Son for our substitute so that 
we might have life in him�if he is willing to do this because He loves us, why he would 
not freely give to us all things that are for our good?!   
 
ESV Romans 8:28-39: And we know that for those who love God all things work together 
for good, for those who are called according to his purpose. 29 For those whom he 
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foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he 
might be the firstborn among many brothers. 30 And those whom he predestined he also 
called, and those whom he called he also justified, and those whom he justified he also 
glorified. 31 What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be 
against us? 32 He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will 
he not also with him graciously give us all things? 33 Who shall bring any charge against 
God's elect? It is God who justifies. 34 Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who 
died- more than that, who was raised- who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is 
interceding for us. 35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or 
distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? 36 As it is written, 
"For your sake we are being killed all the day long; we are regarded as sheep to be 
slaughtered." 37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who 
loved us. 38 For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things 
present nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all 
creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 
Now why does Jesus here speak of the Holy Spirit (v. 13b)? It seems at first glance as if it 
is out of context.  But the Holy Spirit is the gift par excellence of God�s Fatherly grace 
and goodness.  In the Holy Spirit, we are united to Christ, at peace with God, filled with 
God�s wisdom and guided by His grace.   
 
The gift of God�s Spirit is a present good gift of God that reveals that we are children of 
God and united to Jesus Christ- -all of our needs, hopes, and our identity is to be 
focused HERE- -�in Christ�.  The Holy Spirit is the beneficient and gracious guarantee 
or down payment (2 Cor. 5:5), the seal of God�s salvation love for his people until the 
Day of Redemption (Eph. 1:13-14). 
 
We should remember that the full reception of the Holy Spirit was a desire of the Old 
Covenant people.  In the fullness of the times, the prophets spoke of the hope and the day 
that God would pour out his Spirit on all flesh (Numbers 11:24ff; Joel 2:28ff; cf. Acts 
2:17ff).  The Holy Spirit was the ultimate need and request of the people of God before 
and during the coming of the Kingdom in Christ. 
 
The full reception of the Holy Spirit was an eschatological hope and expectation of the 
�last days� as prophesied by Joel.  We find in the Apostle Peter�s Pentecost sermon that 
these last days began when Jesus the Resurrected-Ascended Lord at God�s right hand, 
sent forth the Holy Spirit for his disciples to be filled and strengthened by God�s grace 
(cf. John 7:37-39). 
 
Christ our Mediator 
We rejoice in the wonderful grace that the Father has shown to us in Christ Jesus!  We 
rejoice that although we are fallen and unworthy, the Lord Jesus Christ teaches us, and 
makes it possible for us to pray this Kingdom prayer.   
 
Because of his work of fulfilling the Law on our behalf; dying a horrible death for our 
sins on the cross, making propitiation (a satisfying of God�s wrath against sin), and 
expiation (taking away our guilt), he has redeemed his people!  He who had no sin 
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became sin for us, so that we might be the righteousness of God (Rom. 5:6ff)!  Because 
of his work as Mediator, being made like us, we can pray this prayer, knowing that we 
can enter into the throne of heaven and call God our Father (Read Heb. 2:14-18; 4:14-
16).   
 
We look forward to our great hope and future when God will be our God and we will be 
his people, and he will dwell eternally with us in the new heavens and the new earth 
(Rev. 20-22)! 
 
In the Book of Revelation we see the Lamb who is worthy to receive praise.  Read Rev. 
5:8-14: 
 
ESV Revelation 5:8-14: And when he had taken the scroll, the four living creatures and the twenty-four 
elders fell down before the Lamb, each holding a harp, and golden bowls full of incense, which are the 
prayers of the saints. 9 And they sang a new song, saying, "Worthy are you to take the scroll and to open its 
seals, for you were slain, and by your blood you ransomed people for God from every tribe and language 
and people and nation, 10 and you have made them a kingdom and priests to our God, and they shall reign 
on the earth." 11 Then I looked, and I heard around the throne and the living creatures and the elders the 
voice of many angels, numbering myriads of myriads and thousands of thousands, 12 saying with a loud 
voice, "Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might and honor 
and glory and blessing!" 13 And I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in the 
sea, and all that is in them, saying, "To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be blessing and honor 
and glory and might forever and ever!" 14 And the four living creatures said, "Amen!" and the elders fell 
down and worshiped. 
 
These verses describe the ultimate fulfillment of the Lord�s prayer, or our Kingdom 
prayer.  As we see our Heavenly Father�s name truly hallowed, or set apart because of 
Christ�s work.   
 
God has raised Christ from the dead, seated him at His right hand, and we see his 
kingdom and his will fulfilled permanently upon the earth!  In the passages from the 
Book of Revelation, we see Christ as the Lamb, the Mediator both divine and human, 
who is worthy and has ultimately fulfilled our Kingdom prayer.   
 
We understand this Kingdom prayer as the prayer we recite as the people of God based 
upon the work that Christ has accomplished.  Perhaps now it is clearer that in reality as 
we pray this prayer, we know the Lord Jesus Christ is not only ever interceding for us at 
the right hand of the throne of God (Rom. 8), but that He has fulfilled this prayer in his 
work as Mediator of His people.   
 
In other words, this Kingdom prayer is not merely a model prayer for us; but even more 
importantly, it is a prayer to point us to the Person and Work of Christ on behalf of the 
people of His Kingdom. 
 

• �Our Father�: Because of Jesus� work of reconciliation, we have been made 
God�s children in Him. 
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• �Hallowed be Your Name�- Jesus has hallowed-sanctified the Father�s Name in 
His Kingdom work. 

 
• �Your Kingdom Come�- In Jesus, the fullness of God�s Kingdom, his sovereign 

power, authority and grace is fully manifested and made known. 
 

• �Give Us Our Daily Bread�- In Jesus the Bread of Life, we have our all sufficient 
provider of everything we could possibly need both spiritually and physically. 

 
• �Forgive Us Our Debts�- In Jesus we has forgiveness of sins, and the cleansing 

power of forgiveness before God because of his precious blood shed for sinners. 
 

• �Lead Us Not Into Temptation�- In Jesus, we are more than conqueror-
overcomers through him who loved us and we can withstand temptations and the 
testing of our faith by his grace and strength. 

 
From this perspective, we might look back upon this Kingdom prayer and say 
triumphantly: 
 
�Our Father who is in heaven, your name has been hallowed by our Lord Jesus Christ!  
Your Kingdom has come in Christ, and your will has been accomplished by Christ- - both 
in heaven and upon the earth.  Christ is our ultimate daily bread and you have forgiven 
our debts as we have forgiven others.  You have led us through trials and testing, because 
Christ has overcome the evil one.  Praise and glory and honor be unto you!  Yours is truly 
the kingdom, power and the glory forever and ever! Amen.� 
 
For Further Study 
 
The Lord�s Prayer- Thomas Watson 
 
Institutes of the Christian Religion, Book III, chapter 20ff- John Calvin 
 
The Four Gospels- David Brown 
 
Westminster Confession and Larger Catechism with Scripture references 

CRB 
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Scripture Lesson 
Psalm 103 
 
Matthew 7:7-11: "Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it 
will be opened to you. 8 For everyone who asks receives, and the one who seeks finds, 
and to the one who knocks it will be opened. 9 Or which one of you, if his son asks him 
for bread, will give him a stone? 10 Or if he asks for a fish, will give him a serpent? 11 If 
you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more 
will your Father who is in heaven give good things to those who ask him!  
 
ESV James 4:1 What causes quarrels and what causes fights among you? Is it not this, that 
your passions are at war within you? 2 You desire and do not have, so you murder. You 
covet and cannot obtain, so you fight and quarrel. You do not have, because you do not 
ask. 3 You ask and do not receive, because you ask wrongly, to spend it on your passions. 
4 You adulterous people! Do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity with 
God? Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of 
God. 5 Or do you suppose it is to no purpose that the Scripture says, "He yearns jealously 
over the spirit that he has made to dwell in us"? 6 But he gives more grace. Therefore it 
says, "God opposes the proud, but gives grace to the humble." 7 Submit yourselves 
therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 8 Draw near to God, and he 
will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you 
double-minded.  
 
ESV Matthew 6:25-33: "Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you 
will eat or what you will drink, nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life 
more than food, and the body more than clothing? 26 Look at the birds of the air: they 
neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are 
you not of more value than they? 27 And which of you by being anxious can add a single 
hour to his span of life? 28 And why are you anxious about clothing? Consider the lilies of 
the field, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin, 29 yet I tell you, even Solomon in all 
his glory was not arrayed like one of these. 30 But if God so clothes the grass of the field, 
which today is alive and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe 
you, O you of little faith? 31 Therefore do not be anxious, saying, 'What shall we eat?' or 
'What shall we drink?' or 'What shall we wear?' 32 For the Gentiles seek after all these 
things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them all. 33 But seek first the 
kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to you. 
 
 
ESV Romans 8:28 And we know that for those who love God all things work together for 
good, for those who are called according to his purpose. 29 For those whom he foreknew 
he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the 
firstborn among many brothers. 30 And those whom he predestined he also called, and 
those whom he called he also justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified. 31 
What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? 32 He 
who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him 
graciously give us all things? 33 Who shall bring any charge against God's elect? It is God 
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who justifies. 34 Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died- more than that, 
who was raised- who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us. 35 Who 
shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or 
famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? 36 As it is written, "For your sake we are 
being killed all the day long; we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered." 37 No, in all 
these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38 For I am sure that 
neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor 
powers, 39 nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate 
us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 
 
 


