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Well, the account that we have read this evening is an account of the great army who 

have successfully—well almost successfully—starved out the city of Samaria. In fact, it 

starved them so much that if you read in the previous chapter they had turned to 

Cannibalism.  And what a depth they had come to in order to turn to that.   

 

And yet over night the great army that was camped outside, the Syrian army, has 

disappeared and is left to four lepers to make the discovery. 

 

One can imagine how these four men who were isolated by virtue of their leprosy, they 

had to live outside of the city wall, they knew nothing but distress, but they were for a 

few moments, as they entered into the Syrian camp, they were surrounded by probably 

more wealth, more food, more money, more splendor than they had seen, perhaps, ever in 

their lives.   

 

And they filled themselves and they realized that some of this treasure could be really 

useful. And so they start to hide it. And then all of the sudden it dawns on them. And in 

verse nine it says, “Then they said one to another, We do not well: this day is a day of 

good tidings, and we hold our peace: if we tarry till the morning light, some mischief will 

come upon us: now therefore come, that we may go and tell the king’s household.”
1
   

 

There is obviously a lot in this story, but it is the first part of that verse I want to leave 

with you.  “We do not well: this day is a day of good tidings and we hold our peace.”
2
 

 

These men, these four lepers, people that others didn’t want to have anything to do with, 

these four lepers for a few moments there, they were the ones who had a message of life 

and hope for a people that were starving, for a people who had no hope whatsoever.  

They were just waiting in the city until they died of starvation or the Syrian army 

overcame them.  And it seems to be the strategy of the army literally to starve them out.   

 

And today if you are a Christian we have the message of hope and life in the midst of a 

world that is in darkness, that in itself has no hope, that is a world that is steeped in sin.  

And unless they hear and heed the message that we have, they will go off to judgment 

and to a lost eternity.  

                                                 
1
 2 Kings 7:9 

2
 Ibid. 
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And as these lepers had to consider for a moment: “What are we going to do here?  We 

have got all this. There are people starving there.  They don’t know this.”  So Christians 

have to weigh that up and have to realize that there are people in the world that are just 

going by their...I was going to say by their millions, but even in our own country 

thousands every day just slip out of time and into eternity. And many of them do not 

know. They know something, but they do not know the fullness of the gospel message.  

We do.  And it is a challenge to us.   

 

And I think one of the...at least I find one of the most challenging things about being a 

Christian is not so much realizing the fights that we have, the salvation that I have is not 

for me only, but it is that challenge, isn’t it, of getting out and actually obeying the Lord 

in telling others.  That’s a great challenge.  And it is a challenge I want to leave with you 

this evening. 

 

Now our first heading tonight is this.  That we see in this story that we depend on the sure 

promises of God.  Before ever these lepers here decided to risk their lives in venturing 

into the Syrian camp, the Lord had intended certain things would happen. He had said 

through Elisha certain things would happen. And his words can be depended upon.   

 

The lepers didn’t know that. They were there to do something under the hand of God, 

but, in fact, they were fulfilling and would bring about the fulfillment of the very Word of 

God.  They were depending on the promises of God, although perhaps they didn’t know 

it.   

 

And, indeed, that happens to everyone in life, even the Atheist and those who worship a 

man made religion of depending on the promises of God. 

 

We have a book for the promises. We know them. Some of those promises are past and 

we see them. They have been fulfilled and we take encouragement from that.  Some are 

present and we use them. We take them to our own souls and we thank God for them. We 

use them.  Some are to come.  We look forward to them.  Some of them are warnings and 

we use them as warnings.  Some of the promises are to individuals. Some of them are to 

named individuals, some to families, some to nations. But whatever promise we look at, 

whatever portion of God’s Word we see, none have failed.  We depend—the whole world 

depends—on the sure promises of God.   

 

And although these lepers didn’t know it, they were proving the fact.  God had promised 

that certain things would change within 24 hours and these lepers were the first to see 

that.   

 

Now if you are a believer then one of your great tasks in life is like these men, to tell 

others what you have seen. And the foundation of the gospel is that we are telling of a 

message that is founded upon the promises of God’s Word.  In the midst of a world of 

broken hopes, we see the politics in our own country how things swing from one way to 

another and they might as well swing back again. We have seen it as you look back 
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through history.  But the government comes in and says, “We are going to clean up all 

this mess. We will give you sure promises.” And we know after a while that it is not quite 

like that and those hopes fade.  And maybe those people were genuine in their intentions, 

but something came, whether it was in their own heart or circumstances, it was not done. 

And so fresh people arise, don’t they?  Another generation comes and, “We’ll set it right. 

We can do this.”   

 

We live in a world of broken promises.  But there is one on whom we can depend, that in 

the midst of a world that has no solution for sin we know that Christ alone saves. We live 

before, as the Scripture says, “A god who cannot lie.”
3
   

 

And people today live not so much before a God, perhaps, who they think can lie, but 

they live before a God who think doesn’t even exist.  They live as if there is no 

tomorrow, that there is no day of reckoning, that there is no judgment, there is no time 

when they will have to give an account. People live like that because they will not heed 

God’s Word.   

 

Now in this account we find the King of Israel. He wasn’t seeking God’s will or help. In 

fact he was wanting to kill Elisha.  It says in the previous chapter in verse 31, the king 

said, “God do so and more also to me, if the head of Elisha the son of Shaphat shall stand 

on him this day.”
4
  So there were those even in those days in authority there who said, “I 

want to kill Elisha.”   

 

Isn’t it amazing how people who will not avail themselves of the mercy and love of God 

actually have a wrath for the people of God? And that is what the king had here.   And 

that is the nature of sin.  That is why we see around the world in certain places Christians 

continue to be persecuted.   

 

But that’s the point. Did it stop Elisha giving out God’s Word?  No.  When we get down 

there he says, “Well, this is what God said is going to happen.”  The man was likely to 

lose his head. But, no, he went on with the message.   

 

Did prison or persecution stop Paul and others in the New Testament?  No, it seemed to 

encourage them.  The more you put Paul in prison the more he kind of was enabled to 

proclaim the gospel.  Even the guards were being converted.   

 

Does persecution stop our brethren and sisters who are in prison today from telling out 

the message? No.  The testimonies that we hear, it is often the testimony is that by putting 

me in prison it was a way of reaching others that would not otherwise have been reached. 

And they come out far bolder to proclaim the glorious gospel.  That which appears to 

stop people going out with the gospel is the freedom to do so.   It seems quite plain.   

When a country, when a people have freedom to go out with the gospel we find it doesn’t 

happen as it should be.   

 

                                                 
3
 See Titus 1:2 

4
 2 Kings 6:31 
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Now although we see the sure promises of God, not all did here.  I said the King of Israel 

was after Elisha’s head, but he also went to the trouble of being in Samaria and realizing 

that he was losing the situation.  He puts on sackcloth and ashes.  He indicates that he is 

mourning and he is sorry and it is a false...a false religion, a false godliness.  He looked 

the part, but his heart was far from repentance towards God.   

 

The king of Syria, he was outside. He was a most ungrateful man.  His chief of troops, 

Naaman, had been healed. And glory had been given to God, but he doesn’t seem to be 

giving thanks for that.   

 

So what was the promise of God here? What had been said? Well, two things.  The cost 

of flour and barley would be reduced and judgment would be upon that doubter.   

 

Oh, how that man ought not to have said what he did. What did he?  It wasn’t so much 

what he said. It was the fact that he doubted God’s Word.  He didn’t believe God’s Word. 

And that is a great sin, isn’t it, not to believe the Word of God.   

 

An so what happened?  Within 24 hours there was so much food that it was cheap again. 

God’s Word, the sure promise came about in verse 18. The doubter who thought his 

promotion would get him out of trouble was trampled to death. And God does not keep 

his word in some vague way, but this was a very precise keeping of the promises of God.   

 

Things that didn’t look possible, God made possible.  You consider that situation in...  

“Look we know it looks it...the people in Samaria are going to be starved out. There is 

the army outside.”  They are kind of, “What can happen?” 

 

Well, you might think of a few things that could happen. But the most impossible thing 

would be that there would be food at the gate sold cheaply.  And yet that is what 

happened.  And so people today, they...they talk about, “Well, all this stuff in the future 

about a tribulation, the coming of Christ and all of that, well, that’s not something we 

really want to reckon with.” And they kind of just push away hell and the judgment and 

all those things. “That’s just something our forefathers believed.” 

 

My friends, the Word of God is sure. The promises of God are as sure as they were in this 

story here.  

 

Let me move on quickly, the second point here.  Look at the unlikely recipients of God’s 

blessings. Lepers were at the bottom of the social pile.  They were cast out of the city. 

That was the law that they should be outside because of infection. And so they could no 

longer live with their families. There were four of them together outside of the city.  The 

city was starving so I doubt if they tossed much food over the wall to them.   

 

You see the problem. Outside of the city in a siege, not a good place to be because when 

the Syrians did come in then the lepers would be the first ones that they met.  No food 

from the city, certainly no food from the Syrians.  So they were really in a very difficult 

situation.   
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And no doubt in the city there were the counselors. There were the people in authority.  

Perhaps, but it was the lepers that God used to make this discovery and to deliver the 

message.   

 

And, you know, today there are only a few in places of authority, only a few with wealth 

who know the Lord.  You remember at Christ’s incarnation the wise men, the magi came 

a bit later, didn’t they? But they went to the palace. But the Lord wasn’t in the palace.  He 

had been to the stable and then the house. 

 

And you remember those who came first were, again, at the bottom of the social pile.  

They were the shepherds, weren’t they, people that you didn’t want to sit next to because 

they had been too close to the sheep.   

 

Paul writes to the Church at Corinth. He says, “Not  many wise men after the flesh, not 

many mighty, not many noble, are called: But God hath chosen the foolish things of the 

world to confound the wise; and God hath chosen the weak things of the world to 

confound the things which are mighty.”
5
  And that is a great truth.  The message of 

salvation comes to many, but particularly to those who are not reckoned much in the eyes 

of the world. As the hymn writer says, “The humble poor believe.”  Increased 

materialism does not encourage repentance in sinners, nor does it encourage holiness in 

believers.  Christ came not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance. 
6
 

 

And so these lepers, these outcasts, these people at the bottom of the social pile were the 

people that received the blessings first. And what did they receive?  Food to live.   

 

Yesterday they starved. Today they are eating the best food that there is. You see, 

yesterday they had no hope as starving lepers.  But today they have hope.  And when we 

come to Christ we come just like that. We come without any hope within ourselves. But 

we come and we may feed upon him by faith. We may drink from the fountain of living 

water.   

 

They have clothes to wear. They came in rags.  That preacher told us this morning that 

we come as sinners with a covering of filthy rags. They came in their rags and now they 

wore the best garments. And so we may wear a robe of Christ’s righteousness.  

 

And they found more. They found riches more than they could use.  They came with 

nothing, absolutely nothing, barely with their lives. They thought they might even lose 

their lives, but now they had riches beyond what they had ever seen, let alone had had for 

themselves.  And so when we come to Christ we receive, yes, the forgiveness of sins.  

We receive life eternal.  We receive his presence. We receive so much.  And the 

Scripture speaks of the riches of his grace.  Oh, that we might have eyes open to see our 

poverty and then to see the riches that we may have in Christ. 

 

                                                 
5
 1 Corinthians 1:26-27 

6
 See Luke 5:32 
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And then, thirdly, we see here the dilemma and the challenge.  Now, I read in one 

commentary here the commentator kind of condemned these lepers.  He said, “They went 

there,” he said, “and they kid of fed themselves first. They ought not to have done that.” 

 

I really disagree with that man. I understand what he is saying.  But if you were starving 

and you on a sudden saw this food I’m not sure I would go back and tell others. I think I 

would taste and see. I would want to take my fill. I might not have the strength to get 

back unless I kind of taste this stuff. We need to see it is ok.  And that is what they did. 

They did the natural thing. The ate and the drunk what was there.   

 

And, you know, if they hadn’t have done that they wouldn’t have had much assurance of 

the message that they were going to take back. They could go back and say, “There is 

plenty of food there.”   

 

They’d say, “W’ell, are you sure?  What is it like?  You haven’t had any.” 

 

They could say they had.   

 

The problem was that they became so busy ferreting things away for themselves that they 

forgot the starving people back in the city.  And their conscience got the better of them, a 

conscience seared by the Spirit of God. And one says to the other there, “We do not well.  

We do not well.  We have eaten.  We have got all of this and there is all those people 

back there.”
7
   

 

And there was a warning, too.  He says, “Look, if we stay here we could be in trouble. If 

people come to us and find us here then they would say, ‘Well, why haven’t you come 

and told us?’  We do not well.”
8
 

 

And, my friends, we come to feed our souls, as we should, on the Lord’s Day.  And we 

feed our souls during the week. We take in spiritual food in our quiet times. But how 

often do we give that out?  It is a challenge, isn’t it?   

 

Well, the recognized, didn’t they, what was happening. They knew that people were 

starving.  

 

And sometimes as Christians we need to get that fresh vision that people out there are 

literally starving spiritually.  But, you see, the difference was the people in Samaria knew 

it. The people around us don’t know that.  We have a message to give, a message that 

there is good news, that the enemy has been slain. There is life in Jesus Christ.   

 

And here the issue was that they told no one. We might call it the sin of silence.  It didn’t 

last long because they soon realized they need to. There was the sin of silence. 

 

                                                 
7
 See 2 Kings 7:9 

8
 Ibid.  
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Mr. Spurgeon says, “Their silence would have contrary to the divine purpose in leading 

them to make the discovery. Their silence would be contrary to the divine purpose in 

leading them to make that discovery.” 

 

In other words, God led those lepers. They were there on purpose in the sovereignty of 

God.  It was obvious that they were the ones that should go. No one was going to come 

out of the city, that they would go. No one was going to out of the city, that they would 

go and make the discovery. And the reason God led them there to make the discovery 

was that they would go back and tell the others.  If they had just eaten and then gone off 

in another direction, that was not God’s will.  That wasn’t why they had been led there.   

 

If could say this in a round about way, if God had thought that these men were going to 

go there and eat and then go off somewhere else and not go back to Samaria he would not 

have led them there. The very point of those men being led there was not just to feed their 

own faces, but to take the message back to Samaria.   

 

Well, we can have the same problem, the sin of silence.  We are Christians to worship 

God.  And we are Christians that we might tell the world the message. That is why we are 

here.  Or, as we say sometimes, that is what Christians do.   

 

It is a challenge, isn’t it?  Say in the past week or month how many have I told anything 

about the Savior?  How many people have I told this message? 

 

I read of a man during the week, I think it was in Texas.  He couldn’t read. He couldn’t 

write.  He got some tracts. And over a period he led 168 people to Jesus Christ.  That’s a 

man some people would put near the bottom of the pile. Literally he can’t read. He can’t 

write. What use is he?  God can take him up and use him more than he can use me.  

 

You know, sometimes we say, “Well, how we live speaks volumes.”  And that is very 

true.  It is very true. Our lives do speak volumes. But our lives speaking volumes should 

cause people to ask us about the gospel that we will tell people that message.  If we suffer 

with the sin of silence, then like these lepers we do not well.  We do not well.   

 

Now, they described their day as a day of good tidings. It’s a great little verse, isn’t it? 

The gospel...the word gospel, of course means good tidings, doesn’t it?   

 

In other words, they saw that it was a gospel day. It was a good tidings day.  “All those 

people starving. We’ve got the answer. We are at the bottom of the social pile.  People 

just spit at us and tread on us and throw a crust to us as they come out of the city when 

things were ok.  People didn’t take any notice of us. We now have go the answer. We can 

go back now and we can tell people of the glorious news.” 

 

It is a day of good tidings that those who are starving may now come and eat. And there 

are more riches here and the enemy has been routed. 
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And, my friends, if ever we live in a day of good tidings it is now. We don’t know how 

much longer this day will be extended to us. The good news this is, isn’t it?  That 

although we are dead in trespass and sin and if we are left to ourselves we will indeed go 

off to a lost eternity. The good news is that a Savior has come that we may taste and see 

that he is good.  We may freely take of him. We may know forgiveness of sin.  We may 

know riches of his grace untold. 

 

The dilemma for them was whether to tell.  They soon saw what needed to be done.   

 

I hope there is no dilemma for us.  The Scripture says, “Go ye into all the world, and 

preach the gospel.”
9
  It talks about living before men, doesn’t it? For us it is going into 

Billinghay wherever you live or the people that you come into contact with. The 

challenge is of actually taking the message.  Would these lepers be believed?  What 

reception would they get? 

 

The point is that with the realization that they must tell, they had also the resolve to do so. 

And sometimes we know that we ought to say something, but we lack the resolve to do 

so.  What did they do? They simply did it. There was a lot to be said for that, of giving a 

tract to someone, of leaving a tract somewhere, of saying something when there is an 

opportunity. We sometimes answer...we say, “Oh, I could have said that. I could have left 

that.”  It is a matter of just simply doing it. 

 

The simplicity of leaving a tract, the simplicity of just having a word is the sort of thing 

that God blesses. We find that throughout Scripture.  Remember the maid at Naaman. 

She just said, “What if only master knew the man back in Israel.” Just that little word is 

that which God blesses.   

 

The king was doubtful. He sent just two mangy horses out, didn’t they, to go and have a 

look and see if it is all right in case it is a trick.
10

 

 

My friends, when rewards are being given we will not lose reward because few were 

saved.  But we can lose reward for keeping silent and not being faithful. 

 

Noah appears to have been hopeless preacher.  He preached for years.  Don’t know 

whether many people listened. They certainly didn’t go into the ark.  

 

Paul was a most successful preacher. God blessed him and many were saved.  And they 

wonder when we get to glory do I think Paul will get more praise and reward than Noah? 

Probably not. Not for me to say.  But you understand what I am saying. Noah was faithful 

in the day that he lived with the message that he had got. It was to come into the ark.  

 

“There is one way in. There is the door. There is the way in. Come. Judgment is coming.” 

 

                                                 
9
 Mark 16:15 

10
 See 2 Kings 7:13 
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And here we are in our day. We say, “Judgment is coming. There is a great tribulation 

coming.  There is judgment. Come in. There is one door.  Jesus Christ. Come in and enter 

into him for safety.”  

 

We must be as faithful as Noah and as faithful as Paul.  We are responsible for faithfully 

telling out the message.  God is responsible for those who come to know him.   

 

So then we depend on the sure promises of God. His Word is sure. The message we have 

is sure as it was the Word these lepers had and the word that God gave through Elisha as 

to what would be done.  The unlikely recipients of God’s blessing, well, we are. Sinners 

who need God’s saving love and grace.  And the dilemma of challenge, the sin of silence. 

 

Now what can we do with this as we come to a conclusion, you see.  Well, we need to 

consider, firstly, whether we do well or not.  These lepers realized that they did not do 

well and then they did something about it.  And we need to take that good news to all 

who will hear and to many who won’t.  That’s a challenge, isn’t it? 

 

And there is a careful balance here, isn’t there?  We are to tell people the gospel. We are 

to make an effort to get out with the gospel to make it known. We go out with our 

literature and we have got a copy morning tomorrow. There may be a lot of things that 

we do.  And also by the way that we live and what we say and particularly as the holy 

Spirit says in 1 Corinthians one, “By preaching the Word of God.”
11

 

 

But the difficulty is getting people to hear it, isn’t it? Because the people aren’t 

necessarily hungry for the Word of God.  But we have to realize that that is the age in 

which we live.   

 

And there is a balance, therefore, that we know that God must do a work of grace in the 

heart, that we know that we must labor with the Lord in these things. And there is a 

danger of being out of balance, isn’t there?  There is a danger of just doing so many 

things to try and get people to kind of listen or read something to do with the gospel. 

 

And yet we don’t implore God to come and do the work that only he can do.  

 

And then the other end of the spectrum is that we do nothing and we say, “Well, it is all 

in God’s hands.”  And that is about it.  We have to bring a balance, don’t we, to those 

things.   

 

What can we do to make the gospel known?  We do do a few things, don’t we, and yet 

we have to weigh out what we do? If those of you who read the Evangelical Times there 

is always an advert in there, isn’t there, of the chapel.  But how many sinners read that?  I 

bet there’s a few, but mainly it’s Christians, isn’t it that read that. It is right. And we put 

an effort in it. We want other Christians to know we exist and we are here.  We know that 

a number of our services are listened to people around the world.  And we know that 

some of them do not know the Savior. That’s good. But most of them are probably 

                                                 
11

 See 1 Corinthians 1:18, 21 
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Christians, maybe lonely and isolated Christians. And it is good and right that we do that.  

But, again, it is to Christians, isn’t it?  The point is we perhaps do little to reach the 

people that we need to reach.  

 

We might say, “Well, we could do more in that scale. We could do this. We could do 

that.” And you begin to add some of these things up and we say, “Well, that would cost 

you £250 a week if we do those things.”   

 

We kind of sit back in our seats and we say, “We couldn’t possibly do them.”   

 

All of the sudden our enthusiasm begins to drop.  Do you see there is a cost? There is a 

cost to what one might call sharp biblical Christianity. There is a cost of money, but that 

is not, perhaps, the important thing so much. There is also a cost of time.  

 

You see, we come out in the evening to pray.   And we must do that.  That must be the 

powerhouse of the...of the church. And it is a puzzle when we find Christians who just 

never come to a prayer meeting. It just doesn’t make sense.  And we need to be there.  

We know that.  And that is a tremendous thing. 

 

And then we might think, “Well, that’s it.” 

 

But what if the Lord asked you to come out five nights a week? 

 

You say, “Well, I couldn’t do that because I need...I have got this to do and...” 

 

But, you know, the Lord asks us to give our all to him.  And I am not suggesting we need 

to come out five evenings a week.  What I am saying is the Lord does ask us to pay a cost 

for these things. There is a financial cost. There is a time cost. There is an effort cost. It is 

when we are abandoned to all but the Lord that he blesses. When, rather than count the 

things that we are doing for him, we just let go and say, “Well, it’s all his.  It is up to him 

if he wants me to do this or he wants me to do the other.” 

 

That is the way of blessing, that we might be abandoned to him. 

 

And we might ask, too, “Have you received the message?”   

 

Some would say, “Oh, yes, I’m a Christian. I have received the message.” 

 

“But, hang a minute. You don’t tell anyone about the message.”   

 

To the world around, perhaps you are just the same as what they are.  Some might be 

secret disciples.  Well, that’s a problem enough, but there is worse.  There are some who 

profess perhaps to be Christians, but never tell anyone because actually, perhaps, it is not 

there to be told. 
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These lepers went out and they partook of what was there before they could go back and 

tell people of the experience of what was there for them should they come and 

participate. And faith was required and it was lacking in the king to come and see, to 

come and taste.  And we have to be honest that if we profess to be a Christian but we 

don’t do the things that Christians do then we have to examine whether we are Christians. 

 

You see, if a Christian doesn’t come to pray, if they have little enthusiasm for God’s 

house, if they don’t witness, if we are not doing the things that a Christian does, then the 

common sense thing is that perhaps that person is not a Christian. 

 

But we must all ask the question: Have we received Jesus Christ?  Have we come to 

repentance and faith? 

 

What would you think of these Samaritan people if you went back and you said to them, 

“Look, they are all gone. The food is there. There is sumptuous things there.  There is 

wealth untold there,” and they kind of looked over the wall and thought, “No, I’m just not 

interested.  I’d rather starve, really. It’s quite nice in here”? 

 

You would say, “Well, that’s foolish, isn’t it?” 

 

And yet you know if you sit here tonight unsaved, if you are not a Christian, it is far more 

serious and foolish than that, that there you are in a position of darkness and sin and 

judgment and if left alone that is where you will stay and go off into eternity.  And yet 

through the Scriptures by the Spirit of God he calls you to come, to freely come and to 

take of Jesus Christ. You need a Savior and he has provided the Savior in Jesus Christ.  

Why starve?  Why not come to him tonight where in him there is life and hope and 

forgiveness? 

 

And the message we have is in the context of the age in which we live.  There is an 

urgency in the matter.  The urgency is that you ought not to wait another moment.  You 

encourage people to seek the Lord and that is a good thing to do, and to come in 

repentance and that’s what must happen.  But there needs the exercise of faith lest we 

think we are seeking, as it were, forever.  We need to come and obey the call of the Spirit 

of God.   

 

We live in days where the Bible is being lived before our eyes.  I think it was Ian sent me 

an email last week. We had been talking about Israel and we had been talking about the 

tabernacle and the last week which was Passover there was a lamb that was slain in 

Jerusalem for the first time as the sacrifice, the first time since AD 70.  And that is a 

tremendous thing when we see Israel kind of coming back together.  

 

Ok, they have got no temple yet. The plans are there.  We have spoken about this. The 

implements that are required are being made at this moment and many of them are 

already done.   
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We think of Al Quaida just giving out news.  Bin Laden, isn’t it?  His recent message to 

celebrate Israel’s 60
th

 anniversary is that yes they are going to annihilate them.  It is the 

sort of thing you would expect because it says so in Scripture that the people, the land of 

Israel that the Lord has regathered after 2000 years or so, he has called them from the 

north and from the south and the east and the west. He is not going to let them be broken 

down anymore. It is a part of  prophecy that they should be there, that they should be 

fragile, that they should be a people who at the moment are partially secular and partially 

religious, but Old Testament pharisaic type religion. But the time will come, probably 

during the tribulation period when the Church is gone that Israel will be so broken that 

eventually by the power of God they will call upon the Lord.  And it says a nation will be 

born in a day.
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That is the context of the message that we have.  We see the calamities in the world 

around us. We have to be careful.  You know, we can say, “Oh, that is the beginning end 

times.”  But we could have said that when the bigger things came in 1970 and before that.  

But also we mustn’t dismiss it when we see these things happening around us.  They are 

small things compared to that which you read in the book of Revelation. They are a 

warning to us of something far greater.  We have the war. We have the famine. We have 

the rampant sin.  We have so few who seek the Lord. We have everything there, as it 

were, on the globe that is ready for the coming of the Lord.  He could come today. 

 

But the message today is that we still live in a day of good tidings.  We need  to be out 

with that message and the message to those that are here tonight who know now Christ is 

there is forgiveness. There is every hope in Christ.  Come while it is still a day of good 

tidings.   

 

Amen. 
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 See Isaiah 66:8 


