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“They tell us, sir, that we are weak; unable to cope 

with so formidable an adversary. But when shall we 

be stronger? Will it be the next week, or the next 

year? Will it be when we are totally disarmed, and 

when a British guard shall be stationed in every 

house? Shall we gather strength by irresolution and 

inaction? Shall we acquire the means of effectual 

resistance, by lying supinely on our backs, and 

hugging the delusive phantom of hope, until our 

enemies shall have bound us hand and foot? Sir, we 

are not weak if we make a proper use of those 

means which the God of nature hath placed in our 

power. Three millions of people, armed in the holy 

cause of liberty, and in such a country as that which 

we possess, are invincible by any force which our 

enemy can send against us. Besides, sir, we shall 

not fight our battles alone. There is a just God who 

presides over the destinies of nations; and who will 

raise up friends to fight our battles for us. The 

battle, sir, is not to the strong alone; it is to the 

vigilant, the active, the brave. Besides, sir, we have 

no election. If we were base enough to desire it, it is 

now too late to retire from the contest. There is no 

retreat but in submission and slavery! Our chains 

are forged! Their clanking may be heard on the 

plains of Boston! The war is inevitable²and let it 

come! I repeat it, sir, let it come. 

It is in vain, sir, to extenuate the matter. Gentlemen 

may cry, Peace, Peace, but there is no peace. The 

war is actually begun! The next gale that sweeps 

from the north will bring to our ears the clash of 

resounding arms! Our brethren are already in the 

field! Why stand we here idle? What is it that 

gentlemen wish? What would they have? Is life so 

dear, or peace so sweet, as to be purchased at the 

price of chains and slavery? Forbid it, Almighty 

God! I know not what course others may take; but 

as for me, give me liberty or give me death!”  

Patrick Henry - speech to the Virginia Convention 

on March 23
rd

, 1775 

 

I.  Liberty’s Sacrifice 

1 Corinthians 9:15 
 
But I have used none of these 

things: neither have I written these things, that it 

should be so done unto me: for it were better for me 

to die, than that any man should make my glorying 

void.  

 

 

 

1 Corinthians 2:1-5 
 
And I, brethren, when I came 

to you, came not with excellency of speech or of 

wisdom, declaring unto you the testimony of God. 
2 

For I determined not to know any thing among you, 

save Jesus Christ, and him crucified. 
3 

And I was 

with you in weakness, and in fear, and in much 

trembling. 
4 

And my speech and my preaching was 

not with enticing words of man's wisdom, but in 

demonstration of the Spirit and of power: 
5 

That 

your faith should not stand in the wisdom of men, 

but in the power of God.  

 

Matthew 6:33 
 
But seek ye first the kingdom of 

God, and his righteousness; and all these things 

shall be added unto you.  

 

1 Corinthians 1:31 
 
That, according as it is written, 

He that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord.  

 

Philippians 1:21 
 
For to me to live is Christ, and to 

die is gain.  
 

II.  Liberty’s Compulsion 

1 Corinthians 9:16  For though I preach the gospel, 

I have nothing to glory of: for necessity is laid upon 

me; yea, woe is unto me, if I preach not the gospel!  

 

Galatians 1:15-16  But when it pleased God, who 

separated me from my mother's womb, and called 

me by his grace, 
16 

To reveal his Son in me, that I 

might preach him among the heathen; immediately I 

conferred not with flesh and blood:  

 

Colossians 1:25  Whereof I am made a minister, 

according to the dispensation of God which is given 

to me for you, to fulfil the word of God;  
 

III.   Liberty’s Reward   

1 Corinthians 9:17-18  For if I do this thing 

willingly, I have a reward: but if against my will, a 

dispensation of the gospel is committed unto me. 
18 

What is my reward then? Verily that, when I preach 

the gospel, I may make the gospel of Christ without 

charge, that I abuse not my power in the gospel.  

 

1 Timothy 6:8-11 
 
And having food and raiment let 

us be therewith content. 
9 

But they that will be rich 

fall into temptation and a snare, and into many 

foolish and hurtful lusts, which drown men in 
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destruction and perdition. 
10 

For the love of money 

is the root of all evil: which while some coveted 

after, they have erred from the faith, and pierced 

themselves through with many sorrows. 
11 

But thou, 

O man of God, flee these things; and follow after 

righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience, 

meekness. 

 

Galatians 6:9 
 
And let us not be weary in well 

doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint 

not. 
 

 

 


