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Acts 1:1–8  

1  The former account I made, O Theophilus, of all that Jesus began both to do and teach,  

2  until the day in which He was taken up, after He through the Holy Spirit had given 

commandments to the apostles whom He had chosen,  

3  to whom He also presented Himself alive after His suffering by many infallible proofs, 

being seen by them during forty days and speaking of the things pertaining to the 

kingdom of God.  

4  And being assembled together with them, He commanded them not to depart from 

Jerusalem, but to wait for the Promise of the Father, “which,” He said, “you have heard 

from Me;  

5  for John truly baptized with water, but you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit not 

many days from now.”  

6  Therefore, when they had come together, they asked Him, saying, “Lord, will You at this 

time restore the kingdom to Israel?”  

7  And He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons which the Father has 

put in His own authority.  

8  But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be 

witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 

 

The Need to be a Witness 

Acts 1:1-8 

 

INTRO: 

 The book of Acts is a unique book in the New Testament. While there are several books 

considered history books in the Old Testament, Acts is the only historical book in the New 

Testament. Luke, who penned the Gospel of Luke under the direction of the Holy Spirit of God 

continued the record of the ministry of the Lord Jesus Christ through the founding and the 

beginning of the church. 

 

 As Luke begins Acts, he picks up the story where the Gospel left off. Let us explore and learn 

about the days of Jesus with His disciples in the days between His resurrection and His 

ascension to the right hand of the Father on high. 

 I. The Introduction (verses 1-3) 

II. The Mission of the Church (v.4-8) 
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I. The Introduction (verses 1-3) 

 

Acts 1:1-3    “The former account I made, O Theophilus, of all that Jesus began 

both to do and teach, until the day in which He was taken up, after He through 

the Holy Spirit had given commandments to the apostles whom He had chosen, 

to whom He also presented Himself alive after His suffering by many infallible 

proofs, being seen by them during forty days and speaking of the things 

pertaining to the kingdom of God.” 

 

A. Luke wrote the books of Luke and Acts originally to be two volumes of one book. Acts 

picked up where Luke left off. In these verses, which serve as the prelude to the great 

statement of mission and our Lord’s ascension to the Father, we find some important new 

information we could not have learned from Luke’s Gospel.  

 

B. First, we learn our Lord Jesus gave His disciples commands to carry out when He had 

ascended. Luke wrote about, (vs.1,2) “all that Jesus began both to do and teach, 

until the day in which He was taken up, after He through the Holy Spirit had 

given commandments to the apostles whom He had chosen.” One of these 

commandments is spelled out in this passage. We look at it in a moment. 

 

C. Second, Jesus did not just appear to them on the night of the resurrection. Luke wrote  

v.3    “to whom [the disciples] He also presented Himself alive after His suffering 

by many infallible proofs, being seen by them during forty days and speaking of 

the things pertaining to the kingdom of God.”  
Jesus appeared over and over again in the forty days before His ascension to the Father. He 

showed the disciples infallible proofs of His resurrection. This clearly was not an hallucination. 

 

D. Finally, note the subject which Luke singles out for us. Luke wrote,  

v.3    “to whom [the disciples] He also presented Himself alive after His suffering 

by many infallible proofs, being seen by them during forty days and speaking of 

the things pertaining to the kingdom of God.”   

God put this observation here for a reason. Why did Luke pick out this subject from the 

many that Jesus must have talked about? Do you remember the pattern prayer the Lord 

taught us?  

Matthew 6:9–10   “In this manner, therefore, pray: Our Father in heaven, 

Hallowed be Your name. Your kingdom come. Your will be done on earth as it is 

in heaven.” 

How important is God’s Kingdom to us? We want to fight about it, but someday God’s 

kingdom will come to earth. 
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II. The Mission of the Church (v.5-8) 

 

A. The command is to wait.  

Acts 1:4-5    “And being assembled together with them, He commanded them not 

to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the Promise of the Father, which, He 

said, you have heard from Me; for John truly baptized with water, but you shall 

be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 

The job Jesus assigned to His disciples and through them to His church is one that cannot be 

accomplished in human strength, it must be done through the Spirit of God.  

 

B. The commandment is followed by a prophecy and preceded by a question.  

Acts 1:6-8   “Therefore, when they had come together, [the Apostles] asked Him, 

saying, ‘Lord, will You at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?’ And He said to 

them, ‘It is not for you to know times or seasons which the Father has put in His 

own authority. But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon 

you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and 

Samaria, and to the end of the earth.’”  

 

1. The disciples have been chewing on the things Jesus has said about the Kingdom and 

so they ask Him about the timing. Note Jesus did not imply that they had the concept of 

a future kingdom all wrong. He simply pointed out that this was not the time and the 

Father would one day reveal it. 

 

2. Instead of worrying about God’s timing the Apostles need to know they will be 

witnesses. This does not say they will do witnessing. They will be witnesses of Him. The 

word witness is a noun and the verb is a future passive of the verb be. A witness 

involved who they were and not just what they did. 

 

3. Notice where they will be witnesses. They are to be witnesses in Jerusalem this home 

and not too difficult. To be a witness in Judea is also fairly close to home. Now the 

places become more difficult and involve climbing cultural taboos. Samaria and the ends 

of the earth meant associating with half breeds and Gentiles. This was terrifying. Jesus 

said to them, this is what will happen when the Holy Spirit enables you. A witness we 

become because we have a living growing relationship with God which will not stay 

inside of us. 

 

How does this apply to us? Surely the Lord doesn’t want us to be witnesses today does He? Yes, 

He does. 

But I don’t have such a dynamic relationship with Christ that I can be a witness. The fact is we 

are witnesses every day. We show people what it means to know Christ. Some are good 

witnesses. Some are poor witnesses. Which kind are we? 


