
 

“The Offense of the Cross” 

Galatians 5:10-12 

(Preached at Trinity, June 30, 2013) 

 
I’m supplying these notes for the benefit of busy pastors who may be engaged in bi-vocational work, feeling the pressure of preparing to preach  

twice on the Lord’s Day while trying to balance full-time secular work as well as caring for their families. While the notes of another man are no  

substitute for personal study, I pray that these may aid in the process of preparing to preach.  

 

Disclaimer: These are the actual notes I bring with me to the pulpit, which I follow loosely. They are not designed for publication. While I try to  

make every effort to give proper credit to my sources from the pulpit, adequate citations will sometimes be absent from my notes. If anyone feels  

their intellectual material has been used without adequate citation, please contact me and I’ll make immediate correction giving credit. 
 

1. As I stated last time, Verses 7-12 serve as a sort of parenthesis. Timothy George quoting  

H.D. Betz says they consist of “a rambling collection of pointed remarks, rhetorical 

questions, proverbial expressions, threats, irony, and, climaxing it all, a joke of sarcasm.” 

2. I’m not sure how much we could call Verse 12 a “joke.” For Paul, this was no joking 

matter. It was indeed sarcasm, but sarcasm of burning fire.  

 NASB – “I wish that those who are troubling you would even mutilate themselves."  
 The NASB doesn’t quite express the power of Paul’s words. 

 The ESV is a bit more to the point. 

 ESV - "I wish those who unsettle you would emasculate themselves!"  
Or the CSV - "I wish those who are disturbing you might also get themselves 
castrated!"  

 These are shocking words! 

3. In our day or relativism that hates absolutes people cringe when someone questions 

someone else’s beliefs. You have a right to your beliefs but don’t infringe on mine. To do 

so is intolerance. But the Bible is a narrow Book and speaks strongly with absolutes.  

 Jesus said of the Pharisees, 

 “Woe unto you Scribes Pharisees, hypocrites, blind guides, whitewashed tombs” 
 In Revelation we are warned of the Nicolaitans 

Revelation 2:6 NAU - " you hate the deeds of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate."  
4. Paul is speaking of the Judaizers in powerful terms. In Verses 7-9 Paul warned of the 

great danger of allowing even the smallest amount of false doctrine to enter the church.  

Paul uses a familiar proverbial statement:  

 "A little leaven leavens the whole lump of dough."  
5. The Church of Christ must be ever vigilant to guard against even the smallest error. Even 

small amounts of error can grow into heresy. The Galatians had received these false 

teachers and their false doctrine. Paul declared it heresy and pronounced anathema upon 

the false teachers. 

Galatians 1:8 NAU - "But even if we, or an angel from heaven, should preach to 
you a gospel contrary to what we have preached to you, he is to be accursed!"  
Galatians 5:10 NAU - "the one who is disturbing you will bear his judgment, 
whoever he is."  

6. In Verse 11 Paul addresses three issues. 

A. First, he addresses the apparent charge against him of inconsistency or even 

hypocrisy. He was preaching hard against those who were insisting on 

circumcision. But wasn’t it true that he himself taught circumcision at times. 

Didn’t he have Timothy circumcised? 
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Acts 16:1-3 NAU - "Paul came also to Derbe and to Lystra. And a disciple 
was there, named Timothy, the son of a Jewish woman who was a 
believer, but his father was a Greek,  2 and he was well spoken of by the 
brethren who were in Lystra and Iconium.  3 Paul wanted this man to go 
with him; and he took him and circumcised him because of the Jews who 
were in those parts, for they all knew that his father was a Greek."  

B. Second, Paul was calling to their attention again the reality of the persecution he had 

faced in Galatia. If he preached circumcision why was he suffering so greatly?  

Paul’s life was in constant danger from the moment he came to them. Remember, 

the southern Galatian cities to whom he is writing included Antioch, Iconium, 

Lystra, and Derbe and Paul suffered in them all. 

2 Timothy 3:11-12 KJV - " Persecutions, afflictions, which came unto me 
at Antioch, at Iconium, at Lystra; what persecutions I endured: but out of 
them all the Lord delivered me.  12 Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ 
Jesus shall suffer persecution."  
1. In Antioch Paul and Barnabas were expelled from the city in the fires of 

persecution. 

Acts 13:50 NAS - "But the Jews aroused the devout women of 
prominence and the leading men of the city, and instigated a 
persecution against Paul and Barnabas, and drove them out of their 
district."  

  2. In Lystra Paul was actually stoned so severely they thought he was dead. 

Acts 14:19 NAS - "But Jews came from Antioch and Iconium, and 
having won over the multitudes, they stoned Paul and dragged him 
out of the city, supposing him to be dead."  

3. The next day after the stoning Paul and Barnabas traveled on to Derbe.  

After preaching the Gospel at Derbe they returned to the very cities where 

they had been persecuted so sorely.   

Acts 14:20-22 NAS - "the next day he went away with Barnabas to 
Derbe.  21 And after they had preached the gospel to that city and 
had made many disciples, they returned to Lystra and to Iconium 
and to Antioch,  22 strengthening the souls of the disciples, 
encouraging them to continue in the faith, and saying, "Through 
many tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God." 

7. One can only imagine the suffering experienced by the Gentile converts who lived in this 

region. The persecution Paul and Barnabas suffered there must have been an ongoing 

reality for them. Was an underlying reason for the Galatian acceptance of the doctrine of 

the Judaizers an effort to win the approval of the Jews and avoid persecution? 

Galatians 6:12 NAU - "Those who desire to make a good showing in the flesh try 
to compel you to be circumcised, simply so that they will not be persecuted for 
the cross of Christ."  

8. The third thing Paul states clearly was the reason for his persecution—the cross of Christ. 

  Galatians 5:11 NAU - "the stumbling block of the cross"  
If Paul would begin adding obedience to the Law to the Gospel the offense of the cross 

would be removed.  

9. The preaching of the cross has always been offensive. Why? 

I want to propose to you four reasons why the cross is offensive to man. These will be the 

three points of my sermon this morning. 
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 I. The Cross is offensive because of the person of Christ 

II. The Cross is offensive because it declares God’s wrath upon sinful men 

 III. The Cross is offensive because it is humbling – it removes all human effort 

 IV. The Cross is offensive because it makes demands upon the sinner 

10. For those who haven’t trusted Christ either they simply dismiss Him or they are offended 

by Him.  

 

I. The Cross of Christ is offensive because of the person of Christ 

 A. The cross was a place for common criminals 

  1. It was shameful – they were often crucified naked 

Hebrews 12:2 NAU - "fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and 
perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, 
despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the 
throne of God." (Shame = disgrace) 

2. Roman citizens were not crucified. It was considered too disgraceful for a 

citizen to suffer.  

3. It was evidence of God’s curse upon a man. 

   Galatians 3:13 NAS - "Cursed is everyone who hangs on a tree"  
Matthew Henry – “He that is hanged is accursed of God, that is, it is 
the highest degree of disgrace and reproach that can be done to a 
man, and proclaims him under the curse of God as much as any 
external punishment can. Those that see him thus hang between 
heaven and earth will conclude him abandoned of both and 
unworthy of either” 

 4. Who would bow down and submit to one that was so cursed? 

B. This Jesus, abandoned and cursed of God on the shameful cross, we declare to be 

the exalted beloved Son of God who is seated at the right hand of majesty 

Acts 2:36 NAU - "Therefore let all the house of Israel know for certain that 
God has made Him both Lord and Christ-- this Jesus whom you crucified."  
Acts 7:56-57 KJV - "Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the Son of 
man standing on the right hand of God.  57 Then they cried out with a loud 
voice, and stopped their ears, and ran upon him with one accord"  
1. Few are willing to confess that Jesus is Lord and King. Few will confess 

Him to be the living God.  

2. This is a stumbling block to Jews, to Muslims, to all but Christians 

3. The Gospel demands embracing His excellence and majesty 

C. God will not allow the rejection of His Son. The Son will rise up in judgment 

against all who oppose Him  

  1. Every knee shall bow before Christ 

  2. All who oppose Him shall be crushed 

Luke 20:17-18 KJV – “And he beheld them, and said, What is this 
then that is written, The stone which the builders rejected, the same 
is become the head of the corner?  18 Whosoever shall fall upon 
that stone shall be broken; but on whomsoever it shall fall, it will 
grind him to powder.” 

  3. Are you opposing Christ? Have you bowed to His rule? 
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II. The Cross is offensive because it declares God’s wrath upon sinful men 

 A. The Cross was the place of God’s judgment 

  1. Jesus became sin for us 

  2. The cross was a horrible display of God’s wrath upon sin 

  3. Those horrible words from our Lord declared His forsakenness  

Matthew 27:46 NAS - "And about the ninth hour Jesus cried out 
with a loud voice, saying, "Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani?" that is, "My 
God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me?" 

 B. The Gospel deals with the issue of sin 

Those who come to the cross must recognize and confess their own sin 

1. The cross displays our guilt and corruption before God. Jesus bore our sin. 

2. One of our most despised tracts we give out simply reads on the front, 

“How many sins does it take to send a person to hell?” 

The words “sin” and “hell” is more than many can take. The Gospel 

demands telling people of their wretched guilt before God.  

They will receive, “Smile God loves you.” But they will despise, “Repent 

from the wrath to come.” 

3. The cross is foolishness to many because they don’t see any connection 

between the death of Christ and their own life.  

1 Corinthians 1:18 NAU - "For the word of the cross is foolishness 
to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the 
power of God."  
Luke 5:31-32 NAU - "Jesus answered and said to them, "It is not 
those who are well who need a physician, but those who are sick.  
32 "I have not come to call the righteous but sinners to repentance."  

4. The Cross only appears precious when you see your desperate condition 

Psalm 118:22-23 NAS - "The stone which the builders rejected 
Has become the chief corner stone.  23 This is the LORD's doing; It 
is marvelous in our eyes."  
1 Peter 2:7-8 – “Unto you therefore which believe he is precious: 
but unto them which be disobedient, the stone which the builders 
disallowed, the same is made the head of the corner,  8 And a stone 
of stumbling, and a rock of offence, even to them which stumble at 
the word, being disobedient: whereunto also they were appointed.” 

5. The wonderful thing is that although it testifies to our guilt and 

condemnation, the cross offers forgiveness and reconciliation  

 

III. The Cross is offensive because it is humbling – it removes all human effort 

A. Mankind since Adam has insisted on finding their own way to God.  

1. Upon the sin of our first parents they sewed fig leaves together 

Genesis 3:7 NAU - "Then the eyes of both of them were opened, 
and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves 
together and made themselves loin coverings."  
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2. Cain brought his own sort of sacrifice and became furious when God 

didn’t receive it 

Genesis 4:3-5 NAU - "So it came about in the course of time that 
Cain brought an offering to the LORD of the fruit of the ground.  4 
Abel, on his part also brought of the firstlings of his flock and of 
their fat portions. And the LORD had regard for Abel and for his 
offering;  5 but for Cain and for his offering He had no regard. So 
Cain became very angry and his countenance fell."  

3. This was the problem with the Judaizers–they were following their own way. 

Romans 9:30-32 NAU - "What shall we say then? That Gentiles, 
who did not pursue righteousness, attained righteousness, even the 
righteousness which is by faith;  31 but Israel, pursuing a law of 
righteousness, did not arrive at that law.  32 Why? Because they did 
not pursue it by faith, but as though it were by works. They 
stumbled over the stumbling stone"  

4. It continues today. Man continues to try to pave his own way to God 

 In our relativistic culture today most people believe there are many ways 

to God. What is important is that you are sincere; that you have good 

intentions. Most believe that as long as you do your best God will be 

satisfied.  

5. But the Gospel teaches that you cannot satisfy God. You have to humble 

yourself before God declaring your helplessness to do anything. 

6. You must receive God’s free gift confessing you have nothing to bring 

that would be sufficient to purchase your pardon. 

6. Robert Haldane: “A free salvation becomes an offense to men on account 

of their pride. They cannot bear the idea of being indebted for it to 

sovereign grace, which implies that in themselves they are guilty and 

ruined by sin. They desire to do something, were it ever so little, to merit 

salvation, at least in part.” 

 B. The way of the cross is a narrow way. The way to Christ is a narrow way 

Matthew 16:24-25 NAU - "Jesus said to His disciples, "If anyone wishes 
to come after Me, he must deny himself, and take up his cross and follow 
Me.  25 "For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it; but whoever loses 
his life for My sake will find it."  

  1. Christianity makes a startling declaration – Jesus is the only way! 

   We must embrace Him alone. We have nothing to offer 

Acts 4:11-12 NAS - "He is the stone which was rejected by you, 
the builders, but which became the very corner stone.  12 "And 
there is salvation in no one else; for there is no other name under 
heaven that has been given among men, by which we must be 
saved."  

2. Coming to Christ demand setting aside any thought of human merit. You 

have to understand there is nothing you can do. God cannot be bought. 

Salvation cannot be earned. Works rejoice in what we have done. Faith 

rejoices in what God has done. 

Ephesians 2:8-9 NAS - "For by grace you have been saved 
through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God;  9 not 
as a result of works, that no one should boast."  
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IV. The Cross is offensive because it makes demands upon the sinner 

 A. The Cross demands forsaking all else and following Christ 

  1. It demands repentance – laying aside all of our sinful idols 

  2. Jesus told the Rich Young Ruler 

Mark 10:21-22 NAU - "go and sell all you possess and give to the 
poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me."  
22 But at these words he was saddened, and he went away 
grieving, for he was one who owned much property."  

 B. The cross demands dying to self – Christ must become all 

1. It demands embracing Jesus Christ as Lord and King. This rejected stone 

was raised from the dead and now sits upon His throne where He rules all 

men with absolute authority.  

  2. The cross is offensive because of the continuing rebellion of sinful man 

Psalm 2:2-5 NAS - "The kings of the earth take their stand, And the 
rulers take counsel together Against the LORD and against His 
Anointed:  3 "Let us tear their fetters apart, And cast away their 
cords from us!"  4 He who sits in the heavens laughs, The Lord 
scoffs at them.  5 Then He will speak to them in His anger And 
terrify them in His fury"  

3. But they cannot win this war. Jesus Christ is King! 

The cross points to the victory of the Savior who was raised the third day 

and raised in majesty. Jesus declared, “It is finished.” 

Ephesians 1:22-23 NAU - "And He put all things in subjection 
under His feet, and gave Him as head over all things to the church,  
23 which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all."  
Psalm 2:12 ESV - "Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and you perish 
in the way, for his wrath is quickly kindled. Blessed are all who take 
refuge in him."  

4. The cross demands laying down all at the foot of the cross and following 

Jesus as Lord 

Romans 10:9 NAS - "if you confess with your mouth Jesus as 
Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, 
you shall be saved"  

 
Conclusion: 
1. The cross of Christ may be offensive but it is all that we know 

1 Corinthians 1:18 NAU - "For the word of the cross is foolishness to those who 
are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God."  
1 Corinthians 2:2 NAU - "I determined to know nothing among you except Jesus 
Christ, and Him crucified."  

2. For us the cross is glorious 

Galatians 6:14 NAU - "But may it never be that I would boast, except in the 
cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through which the world has been crucified to me, 
and I to the world."  

3. May God give us boldness in proclaiming it to the world. 

 And if you have not embraced Him, give up your sinful rebellion and follow Him.  

 


