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James 4:11-12 11  Speak not evil one of another, brethren. He that speaketh 
evil of his brother, and judgeth his brother, speaketh evil of the law, and 
judgeth the law: but if thou judge the law, thou art not a doer of the law, but 
a judge. 12  There is one lawgiver, who is able to save and to destroy: who 
art thou that judgest another? !
11a Speak not evil one of another, brethren. !
James has warned us of the destructive use of speech previously in the third chapter.  !

James 3:6-10 6  And the tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity: so is the tongue 
among our members, that it defileth the whole body, and setteth on fire the 
course of nature; and it is set on fire of hell. 7  For every kind of beasts, and of 
birds, and of serpents, and of things in the sea, is tamed, and hath been tamed of 
mankind: 8  But the tongue can no man tame; it is an unruly evil, full of deadly 
poison. 9  Therewith bless we God, even the Father; and therewith curse we 
men, which are made after the similitude of God. 10  Out of the same mouth 
proceedeth blessing and cursing. My brethren, these things ought not so to be. !

Look at who James is directing this command toward: Brethren. We are brethren. We 
are James’ brethren in Jesus Christ. He is not just commanding the twelve tribes which 
are scattered abroad. Evil speech and wicked tongues are not just a first-century 
problem. They are a problem with us today!  !

Mark 3:31-35 31  There came then his brethren and his mother, and, standing 
without, sent unto him, calling him. 32  And the multitude sat about him, and they said 
unto him, Behold, thy mother and thy brethren without seek for thee. 33  And he 
answered them, saying, Who is my mother, or my brethren? 34  And he looked 
round about on them which sat about him, and said, Behold my mother and my 
brethren! 35  For whosoever shall do the will of God, the same is my 
brother, and my sister, and mother. !
Luke 8:19-21 19  Then came to him his mother and his brethren, and could not 
come at him for the press. 20  And it was told him by certain which said, Thy mother 
and thy brethren stand without, desiring to see thee. 21  And he answered and said 
unto them, My mother and my brethren are these which hear the word of 
God, and do it.  !

Our brethren are the same as Jesus’ brethren: whosoever shall do the will of God or 
these which hear the word of God, and do it. These are our brothers and sisters in 
Christ. These are those we should not speak evil of. That may be a broader group of 
people than just those who sit in the church pews on Sunday. !

Luke 9:49-50 49  And John answered and said, Master, we saw one casting out 
devils in thy name; and we forbad him, because he followeth not with us. 50  
And Jesus said unto him, Forbid him not: for he that is not against us is for us.  !
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Now look at James’ command: Speak not evil one of another. This kind of speech is 
slanderous talk about each other, including gossip. !

Psalm 34:12-13 12  What man is he that desireth life, and loveth many days, that he 
may see good? 13  Keep thy tongue from evil, and thy lips from speaking guile. 
14  Depart from evil, and do good; seek peace, and pursue it.  !
Proverbs 10:18  He that hideth hatred with lying lips, and he that uttereth a 
slander, is a fool. !
Proverbs 17:4 A wicked doer giveth heed to false lips; and a liar giveth ear to 
a naughty tongue. !
Ephesians 4:31-32 31  Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and clamour, and 
evil speaking, be put away from you, with all malice: 32  And be ye kind one to 
another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God for Christ's sake 
hath forgiven you. !

James has previously warned against double mindedness. !
James 1:8 A double minded man is unstable in all his ways. !
James 4:8b Cleanse your hands, ye sinners; and purify your hearts, ye double 
minded. !

What is more double minded (i.e., hypocritical) than the members of a church of Christ 
or the citizens of the kingdom of God speaking slander toward one another? Slander is 
lying and gossiping with no intention of correction, just accusation. It is the speech of 
Satan. !

John 8:44 Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do. He 
was a murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no 
truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, 
and the father of it. !
1 John 4:20-21 20  If a man say, I love God, and hateth his brother, he is a 
liar: for he that loveth not his brother whom he hath seen, how can he love God whom 
he hath not seen? 21  And this commandment have we from him, That he who loveth 
God love his brother also. !

11b He that speaketh evil of his brother, and judgeth his brother, speaketh 
evil of the law, and judgeth the law; !

Romans 7:12-13 12  Wherefore the law is holy, and the commandment holy, 
and just, and good. 13  Was then that which is good made death unto me? God forbid. 
But sin, that it might appear sin, working death in me by that which is good; that 
sin by the commandment might become exceeding sinful. !
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Read all of Romans 7 to fully understand the purpose of the law. James adds to his 
definition of evil speech. Judgment of our brethren is judgment of the law. Evil speech 
about our brethren is evil speech about the law, which is good and holy to reveal the sin 
in a man, but when men use it as a weapon to slander one another, it is being used 
outside of its purpose.  !
11c but if thou judge the law, thou art not a doer of the law, but a judge. !

Romans 2:13  (For not the hearers of the law are just before God, but the 
doers of the law shall be justified. !
James 1:23-25 23  For if any be a hearer of the word, and not a doer, he is like 
unto a man beholding his natural face in a glass: 24  For he beholdeth himself, and 
goeth his way, and straightway forgetteth what manner of man he was. 25  But whoso 
looketh into the perfect law of liberty, and continueth therein, he being not 
a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work, this man shall be blessed in his 
deed. !

James again reminds us that those who know the truth are to do the truth. Those who 
know but don’t do (and accuse others of not doing in the process) are judging one 
another outside of their authority.  !
12  There is one lawgiver, who is able to save and to destroy: who art thou 
that judgest another? !
It brings disrepute and disrespect upon the law when men openly judge one another and 
slander one another within the church and kingdom. Men who do this are attempting to 
take on God’s role as judge of his people.  !

Matthew 7:1-5 1  Judge not, that ye be not judged. 2  For with what 
judgment ye judge, ye shall be judged: and with what measure ye mete, it 
shall be measured to you again. 3  And why beholdest thou the mote that is in thy 
brother's eye, but considerest not the beam that is in thine own eye? 4  Or how wilt thou 
say to thy brother, Let me pull out the mote out of thine eye; and, behold, a beam is in 
thine own eye? 5  Thou hypocrite, first cast out the beam out of thine own eye; and then 
shalt thou see clearly to cast out the mote out of thy brother's eye. !
John Gill on Matthew 7:1 “It would be well, if persons subject to a censorious 
spirit, would put themselves in the case and circumstances the persons are in they 
judge; and then consider, what judgment they would choose others should pass 
on them. The argument Christ uses to dissuade from this evil, which the Jews were 
very prone to, is, "that ye be not judged"; meaning, either by men, for such censorious 
persons rarely have the good will of their fellow creatures, but are commonly repaid in 
the same way; or else by God, which will be the most awful and tremendous: for such 
persons take upon them the place of God, usurp his prerogative, as if they 
knew the hearts and states of men; and therefore will have judgment without 
mercy at the hands of God.” !
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James is focusing in on judgmental, slandering, speech in these verses. This kind of 
speech is sin and is not to happen amongst God’s children. We are to judge only 
ourselves because we are all individually accountable unto God and we are no longer 
under the law, but under grace (the law of liberty) and therefore we are guided by the 
Spirit of God not the law of God in our relationships. It is an inward judgment that 
supersedes any outward judgment. !

Romans 14:10-13 10  But why dost thou judge thy brother? or why dost thou set at 
nought thy brother? for we shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ. 11  
For it is written, As I live, saith the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue 
shall confess to God. 12  So then every one of us shall give account of himself to 
God. 13  Let us not therefore judge one another any more: but judge this rather, 
that no man put a stumblingblock or an occasion to fall in his brother's way. !

Read all of Romans 14 to understand how we are to lovingly come alongside of those 
whose faith is weaker than ours, rather than judging them harshly. Simply knowing that 
we are all individually accountable sinners saved only by God’s grace and mercy through 
Jesus Christ should keep us from judging one another.  !

Galatians 5:1  Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us 
free, and be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage. !
Galatians 5:13-15 13  For, brethren, ye have been called unto liberty; only use 
not liberty for an occasion to the flesh, but by love serve one another. 14  For all the 
law is fulfilled in one word, even in this; Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. 
15  But if ye bite and devour one another, take heed that ye be not consumed one of 
another. !
Galatians 5:18  But if ye be led of the Spirit, ye are not under the law.  !
Galatians 5:25  If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit. 26  Let us not 
be desirous of vain glory, provoking one another, envying one another.  !

Read all of Galatians 5 to understand this liberty and freedom from the law and how it 
affects how we are to relate to one another. Those who walk in the Spirit will not judge 
according to the law. Nonetheless, we are accountable to one another and must 
corporately discipline one another with a loving focus on restoration. See Matthew 
18:15-17. !

Galatians 6:1-5 1  Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are 
spiritual, restore such an one in the spirit of meekness; considering thyself, 
lest thou also be tempted. 2  Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfil the law of 
Christ. 3  For if a man think himself to be something, when he is nothing, he deceiveth 
himself. 4  But let every man prove his own work, and then shall he have 
rejoicing in himself alone, and not in another. 5  For every man shall bear his 
own burden. !

Summary: Do not slander one another. Do not judge one another. Remind yourself that we are all sinners saved only by God’s grace and mercy. Walk 
and be led by the Spirit when others are seemingly at fault. Bear your own burden of sin. Love and have compassion upon one another.
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