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PROP: Because Jesus is our only Mediator and in him alone is life we must

desire the Lord Jesus Christ above all else and imitate him in the beauty
of holiness.

Hebrews 9 (ESV)

The Earthly Holy Place

9  Now even the first covenant had regulations for worship and an earthly
place of holiness. 2 For a tent was prepared, the first section, in which were the
lampstand and the table and the bread of  the Presence. It  is  called the Holy
Place.  3 Behind the second curtain was a second section called the Most Holy
Place, 4 having the golden altar of incense and the ark of the covenant covered
on all sides with gold, in which was a golden urn holding the manna, and Aaron’s
staff that budded, and the tablets of the covenant. 5 Above it were the cherubim of
glory overshadowing the mercy seat. Of these things we cannot now speak in
detail. 

6 These preparations having thus been made, the priests go regularly into
the first section, performing their ritual duties, 7 but into the second only the high
priest goes, and he but once a year, and not without taking blood, which he offers
for himself and for the unintentional sins of the people.  8 By this the Holy Spirit
indicates that the way into the holy places is not yet opened as long as the first
section is still standing 9 (which is symbolic for the present age). According to this
arrangement, gifts and sacrifices are offered that cannot perfect the conscience
of  the  worshiper,  10 but  deal  only  with  food and drink  and various washings,
regulations for the body imposed until the time of reformation. 

Redemption Through the Blood of Christ

11 But when Christ appeared as a high priest of the good things that have
come, then through the greater and more perfect tent (not made with hands, that
is,  not of  this creation)  12 he entered once for all  into the holy places, not by
means of the blood of goats and calves but by means of his own blood, thus
securing an eternal redemption.  13 For if the blood of goats and bulls, and the
sprinkling of defiled persons with the ashes of a heifer, sanctify for the purification
of the flesh, 14 how much more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal
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Spirit offered himself without blemish to God, purify our conscience from dead
works to serve the living God. 

15 Therefore he is the mediator of a new covenant, so that those who are
called may receive the promised eternal inheritance, since a death has occurred
that redeems them from the transgressions committed under the first covenant. 16

For  where  a  will  is  involved,  the  death  of  the  one  who  made  it  must  be
established. 17 For a will takes effect only at death, since it is not in force as long
as the one who made it  is alive.  18 Therefore not even the first covenant was
inaugurated without blood. 19 For when every commandment of the law had been
declared by Moses to all the people, he took the blood of calves and goats, with
water and scarlet wool and hyssop, and sprinkled both the book itself and all the
people,  20 saying, “This is the blood of the covenant that God commanded for
you.” 21 And in the same way he sprinkled with the blood both the tent and all the
vessels used in worship.  22 Indeed, under the law almost everything is purified
with blood, and without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of sins. 

23 Thus it was necessary for the copies of the heavenly things to be purified
with these rites, but the heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices than
these. 24 For Christ has entered, not into holy places made with hands, which are
copies of the true things, but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of
God on our behalf.  25 Nor was it to offer himself repeatedly, as the high priest
enters the holy places every year with blood not his own,  26 for then he would
have had to suffer repeatedly since the foundation of the world. But as it is, he
has appeared once for all at the end of the ages to put away sin by the sacrifice
of himself. 27 And just as it is appointed for man to die once, and after that comes
judgment,  28 so Christ, having been offered once to bear the sins of many, will
appear a second time, not to deal with sin but to save those who are eagerly
waiting for him. 

The 16th century Reformation is remembered by five great doctrines known
as Sola Scriptura,  Sola Christus,  Sola Gratia,  Sola Fide and Soli  Deo Gloria.
Today we shall  be considering the second of these, “Sola Christus” or “Christ
Alone.” While these doctrines may have been held in common by the 16 th century
reformers  we  must  remember  that  there  were  major  and  significant  doctrinal
differences between these reformation leaders and these differences account for
the presence of separate protestant denominations today and the truth summed
up  in  these  doctrinal  heads  has  been  blurred  and  dimmed  by  the  modern
evangelical church.
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These doctrines all developed in opposition to prevailing Roman Catholic
teachings  of  the  time  but  little  has  changed  since  then.  While  Rome  may
encourage Bible reading today the Scriptures are still  are not regarded as the
highest authority and Christ is not the only Mediator between God and Man. Mary
is believed to be a mediator as are all the saints because they are believed to be
in  the  very  presence  of  God.  Mary’s  intercessions  are  particularly  effective
because she was the mother of God.

Contrary to this view the Bible informs us,

1 Timothy 2:1-6 (ESV)

Pray for All People

2  First  of  all,  then,  I  urge that  supplications,  prayers,  intercessions,  and
thanksgivings be made for all people, 2 for kings and all who are in high positions,
that we may lead a peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified in every way.  3

This is good, and it is pleasing in the sight of God our Savior,  4 who desires all
people to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. 5 For there is one
God, and there is one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, 6

who gave himself as a ransom for all, which is the testimony given at the proper
time. 

Here we are taught that Christ alone is the Mediator between God and man.
Even though the saints are in the presence of God they do not act as mediators
in any sense of the word. Even the great angels that stand in the presence of
YAHWEH do not act as mediators. The singular mediator between God and man
sits at God’s right hand and alone has been granted all authority in heaven and
on  earth.  Christ  alone  intercedes  for  his  people  just  as  Christ  alone  is  their
sacrifice for sin. Indeed, no Pope or Priest has any authority at all to act as a
mediator.

To deal with this concept we need to understand what a mediator does for
us.  The  difference  between  sinful  people  and  the  infinite,  eternal  and
unchangeable God is so great that we cannot deal with the thrice holy God by
ourselves. We are merely creatures and we have despised our creator. We have
no basis at all to come before this great being to plead our case or ask for his
help. As Isaiah puts it in chapter 40,

Isaiah 40:15-17 (ESV)
    
 15     Behold, the nations are like a drop from a bucket, 
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and are accounted as the dust on the scales; 
behold, he takes up the coastlands like fine dust. 

     16     Lebanon would not suffice for fuel, 
nor are its beasts enough for a burnt offering. 

     17     All the nations are as nothing before him, 
they are accounted by him as less than nothing and emptiness. 

Paul  instructs  Timothy to  make supplications, prayers,  intercessions and
giving of thanks for all men but in and of himself, Timothy has no way to do this
and neither do we. We cannot come to God in our own strength to ask him for
anything. Paul tells us to pray to God in behalf of others but in and of ourselves
we have no authority or basis to do so. We ourselves have sinned and we need
God’s grace as much as anyone else we might pray for. So then what must we
do? We must come to God in the name of our Mediator Jesus Christ who did no
violence nor was any deceit in his mouth (Isaiah 53:9). The problem with Mary
and all the other saints is that they are sinners just like we are and like us they
have no basis or authority in and of themselves to mediate the cause of anyone
else. 

Paul informs us that God desires all people to be saved. It is also said that
Jesus offers himself as the ransom for all people and that all mankind will come
to the knowledge of the truth. Obviously this is not the case. A great many people
are enemies of God and obviously do not know the truth. Just as Christ is the
only Mediator the object of his mediation is limited to the elect and that is seen in
the fact that the “all people” that we are to pray for is modified by “kings and all
who are in authority.” That is to say that we are to pray for all types of people and
God is pleased to call  to himself  some who are kings. Mediation is limited to
Christ alone and those for whom Christ mediates are limited to the elect. That is
to say, it is limited to the church.

The Westminster Larger Catechism asks:

Why was it requisite that the Mediator should be God?

It was requisite that the Mediator should be God, that he might sustain and keep 
the human nature from sinking under the infinite wrath of God, and the power of 
death, give worth and efficacy to his sufferings, obedience, and intercession; and 
to satisfy God’s justice, procure his favor, purchase a peculiar people, give his 
Spirit to them, conquer all their enemies, and bring them to everlasting salvation. 
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So we see what a mediator does and why the mediation of man to God
requires that the Mediator be God himself. With this background let us see how
our text in Hebrews chapter 9 describes our Mediator.

1. The heavenly temple can only be sanctified by the blood of Christ.

Hebrews 9:11-15 (ESV)

Redemption Through the Blood of Christ

11 But when Christ appeared as a high priest of the good things that have
come, then through the greater and more perfect tent (not made with hands, that
is,  not of  this creation)  12 he entered once for all  into the holy places, not by
means of the blood of goats and calves but by means of his own blood, thus
securing an eternal redemption.  13 For if the blood of goats and bulls, and the
sprinkling of defiled persons with the ashes of a heifer, sanctify for the purification
of the flesh, 14 how much more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal
Spirit offered himself without blemish to God, purify our conscience from dead
works to serve the living God. 

15 Therefore he is the mediator of a new covenant, so that those  who are
called may receive the promised eternal inheritance, since a death has occurred
that redeems them from the transgressions committed under the first covenant. 

The  previous  services  of  priests  were  very  limited.  The  priest  had  to
continually offer sacrifices and every year the high priest would enter the Holy of
Holies to sprinkle blood on the mercy seat for the sins of God’s people. When he
did so the priest had to offer up a sacrifice for his own sin first then he could offer
a sacrifice for the sins of the people. Furthermore the efficacy of these sacrifices
rested upon the death of Christ the Lamb of God and our Mediator. Without his
death all these animal sacrifices would have been in vain.

But Christ came! He sanctified the perfect heavenly temple with his own
blood. He sacrificed himself only once, so great was the efficacy of his blood and
he obtained eternal redemption for all of his people and therefore his blood was
the basis upon which all the Old Testament sacrifices were made effectual. As
we see in  verse 15 the mediation of  Christ  enabled those  who are called to
receive  the  promise  of  the  eternal  inheritance.  Those for  whom Christ  is  the
Mediator  are  not  all  people  everywhere but  all  types  of  people. The  earthly
station of a man has no bearing on his eternal redemption for God is pleased to
save some from all walks of life and Christ mediates only those who are called to
be saved. It is not that the death of Christ was sufficient for all but effectual only
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for those who repent and believe on Christ. This text teaches us that the death of
Christ  was intended for all  those who  were and are called to be saved in all
history. His death was never intended to apply to all mankind in general. And only
those who are called by God will ever repent and believe on Christ for salvation.

Now why argue this  point?  Surely  we can see how this  truth  has been
blurred by the modern church. If Christ’s death is sufficient for all mankind then, it
is argued, we need to market or sell the death of Christ to the public. We need to
make the death of Christ palatable and desirable. This is just what is done in
modern mass evangelism. Instead of talking about holiness, repentance, truth,
belief,  providence  and  enduring  hope  we  talk  about  wholeness,  recovery,
intuition, feeling, chance and immediate gratification. We are seeing the loss of
absolute values in our society and the increase of permissive individualism. And
this true also for the modern evangelical church. 

We tend toward the beauty and pageantry of religious ritual. We like to see
and  hear  something  beautiful  and  tangible  in  our  worship  experience.  The
Arminians insist that to the death of Christ we must add our faith and repentance
and the Roman Catholics insist that the death of Christ does not cleanse us from
all our sin and that to the death of Christ are added the good works of the saints
in the treasury of merit. The result is no longer Christ alone but Christ and the
good works of his people. Christ is not powerful to save but can only plead and
knock  on  the  door  of  our  heart  hoping  we  will  let  him  in.  Surely  this  is  a
blasphemous view of the Mediator who is himself YAHWEH God.

2. The blood of a mediator is necessary to remit sin.

Hebrews 9:16-22 (ESV)

16 For where a will is involved, the death of the one who made it must be
established. 17 For a will takes effect only at death, since it is not in force as long
as the one who made it  is alive.  18 Therefore not even the first covenant was
inaugurated without blood. 19 For when every commandment of the law had been
declared by Moses to all the people, he took the blood of calves and goats, with
water and scarlet wool and hyssop, and sprinkled both the book itself and all the
people,  20 saying, “This is the blood of the covenant that God commanded for
you.” 21 And in the same way he sprinkled with the blood both the tent and all the
vessels used in worship.  22 Indeed, under the law almost everything is purified
with blood, and without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of sins. 

Here we see that the death of Christ was necessary in order that our sins be
forgiven or remitted. Like a will that is not in force until the maker of the will dies
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so the promises made by God to save his people were not secured until  the
death  of  the  Mediator  of  the  Covenant.  This  is  why the  death  of  Christ  was
absolutely necessary. According to verse 22 there is no forgiveness of sin apart
from the shedding of blood. 

3. Only the blood of Christ can remit the sins of the elect.

Hebrews 9:23-28 (ESV)

23 Thus it was necessary for the copies of the heavenly things to be purified
with these rites, but the heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices than
these. 24 For Christ has entered, not into holy places made with hands, which are
copies of the true things, but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of
God on our behalf.  25 Nor was it to offer himself repeatedly, as the high priest
enters the holy places every year with blood not his own,  26 for then he would
have had to suffer repeatedly since the foundation of the world. But as it is, he
has appeared once for all at the end of the ages to put away sin by the sacrifice
of himself. 27 And just as it is appointed for man to die once, and after that comes
judgment,  28 so Christ, having been offered once to bear the sins of many, will
appear a second time, not to deal with sin but to save those who are eagerly
waiting for him. 

Only those who are elect await the second coming of Christ and here we
see that Christ was offered up to bear their sins. He need do it only once for all
time.  Only  the blood of  Christ  can  sanctify  heavenly  things  and all  of  this  is
involved in the work of Christ as Mediator. Sola Christus. Christ alone. When it is
not Christ alone erosion begins. Other things form a part of what saves us. We
move toward the position that baptism or coming to Christ – things like this make
the sacrifice of Christ effectual. But there is no need to add our good works to the
treasury of merit because the death of Christ alone brings about the remission of
our sin. Indeed it is blasphemous to say that the death of Christ did not atone for
all our sin. Of course everyone ought to do good works but our desire to please
the Savior with our works follows from his death and our conversion. The benefits
of redemption do not come to us because we add our good works to the death of
Christ.

If  Christ  alone  is  our  mediator  then  we  must  pursue  repentance  and
holiness. We must lay our sins on Jesus and turn away from them. The modern
church does not  pursue holiness and neither  do we deal  with  our  sin  as we
should. We don’t really take our sin seriously. This is seen in the fact that our
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worship of God and our public and private confession of sin is so inconsistent.
The things of this world are often more important to us than our relationship to
God. To whom do we go to deal with our sin? Indeed do we deal with sin at all?
Maybe we start to think about our need for Christ when things get bad for us in
our lives. If Christ is our only Mediator, if Christ is the only source of life, should
we not desire him above all else. Paul writes:

Philippians 3:7-11 (ESV)

7 But whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake of Christ. 8 Indeed, I
count  everything  as  loss  because  of  the  surpassing  worth  of  knowing  Christ
Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them
as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ  9 and be found in him, not having a
righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which comes through
faith in Christ, the righteousness from God that depends on faith— 10 that I may
know  him  and  the  power  of  his  resurrection,  and  may  share  his  sufferings,
becoming like him in his death,  11 that by any means possible I may attain the
resurrection from the dead. 

Is this true of us? Do we consider the things of this world to be rubbish that
we may gain Christ? More than anything else in this world we need to know
Christ to the end that we attain eternal life. The alternative is unthinkable. The
alternative is the wide gate and broad road that leads to the pains and miseries of
this life and the flames of hell forever. Can we not say with Jeremiah,

Jeremiah 9:23-24 (ESV)

23 Thus says the Lord: “Let not the wise man boast in his wisdom, let not the
mighty man boast in his might, let not the rich man boast in his riches, 24 but let
him who boasts boast in this, that he understands and knows me, that I am the
Lord who practices steadfast love, justice, and righteousness in the earth. For in
these things I delight, declares the Lord.” 

Let it be our hearts desire to please Christ our Mediator. Let us come to him
for  grace.  Let  us understand our  sinful  condition and our  desperate need for
grace. There is none other lamb, none other name, none other hope in heaven or
earth or sea, none other hiding place from guilt and shame, none beside thee!


