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The truth which flows out of this passage, and which should be applied to each of our lives, is 
found in the words and the example of the Lord Jesus Christ in this passage.  He was teaching 
His disciples then, and He is teaching everyone now who wants to follow Him, that when they 
have grown up enough to be living outside of their parent’s house, and old enough to be out from 
under their authority, that their one great priority will be to do the will of God.  He is saying that 
as a true believer, over time, you will come to identify more with the family of God than even 
with your own natural family and relatives.  This is what happened to Christ, and this is what 
will happen to each and every Christian who is attempting to do the will of God. This is 
glorifying to God, and it will also help our parents and siblings to see what is most important in 
life.  In order to open up the truth of this proposition I would like to make 3 statements which I 
hope will convince you to become like Christ; the One who loved his spiritual brethren more 
than his natural kinsfolk, in terms of the attention that He gave to them to teach them the will of 
God.  The 1st statement is this: The closest relatives of a Christian may seek to turn him away 
from doing God's will.  2nd – A Christian’s spiritual relatives are, and should be, his closest 
relations.  And 3rd – Whoever does the will of God is spiritually related to Christ. 
Let us consider this first truth - The closest relatives of a Christian may seek to 
turn him away from doing God's will.  (verses 31-33) 
       “Then His brothers and His mother came, and standing outside they sent to Him, calling 
Him.”  “And a multitude was sitting around Him; and they said to Him, 'Look, Your mother and 
Your brothers are outside seeking You.”  “But He answered them, saying, ‘Who is My mother, or 
My brothers?”  Now we must remember what Jesus was doing at the time when His relatives 
approached Him to seek an audience with Him.  He was preaching and teaching the multitudes.  
He was giving them the good Word of God and preaching the gospel to them.  In Matthew 
Chapter 12, the parallel passage, it says, “While He was still talking to the multitudes, behold His 
mother and brother stood outside seeking to speak to Him.”  It says here that Jesus was “talking 
to the multitudes”.  His preaching and teaching at certain points were conversational.  But even 
though He did not lift up His voice, He was filled with the Spirit.  He spoke in parables and He 
spoke with spiritual words which were not always understood by these multitudes.  And yet they 
loved listening to Him.  Matthew 12: 18 says, “Behold!”  “My Servant whom I have chosen, My 
Beloved in whom My soul is well pleased!”  “I will put My Spirit upon Him, and He will declare 
justice to the Gentiles.”  “He will not quarrel nor cry out, nor will anyone hear His voice in the 
streets.”   And yet, even though his ministry was so appealing, yet we do not find that his mother 
and his brothers had come there to affirm Him and to listen to Him, and to receive His 
preaching and teaching.  They came there because of what it says in verse 20 and 21 of Mark 3.  
“Then the multitude came together again, so that they could not so much as eat bread.”  “But 
when His own people heard about this, they went out to lay hold of Him, for they said, ‘He is out 
of His mind.”   They came there to “lay hold of Him.”  They did not like what His ministry was 
doing to them and to their family.  I believe that they thought that He was obsessed with His 
ministry. They sensed that His ministry had become something which was threatening to change 
all of their lives, so that they would never have a “normal” family life ever again.  Jesus was 
popular, but where would it lead?  Jesus could heal people and cast out demons, but where 
would it end?   
       Probably individually and collectively, Jesus’ mother and his brothers were feeling the heat 
of the severe and blasphemous criticisms of Jesus by the scribes and Pharisees.  If they were not 
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feeling this directly, there were probably many people coming to them and talking to them about 
what the Pharisees were saying, and wanting to know their perspective on Jesus and His 
ministry.   It would not have been easy for Jesus’ mother Mary to convince his half-brothers and 
sisters that He was not crazy when the ministry had grown to the place that they could not even 
sit down with Him to a meal to talk things over, and to explain to them what was going on.  We 
do not read that Jesus did this.  He did not try to convince them that He was “normal”.  He did 
not try to convince them that their lives would not change because of their being in the same 
natural family with Him.  He was doing His Father’s will and He was doing it perfectly.  He was 
in the great work and process of setting the stage for the building of His Church, the spiritual 
and eternal kingdom.   He knew that He was the Head of a new spiritual family of people for 
whom He would merit righteousness and eternal life. By one man Adam sin came into the world.  
By the one Man Jesus Christ grace and truth personified would come into the world.  He knew 
that His life would never be “normal” in the sense that worldly and unbelieving families are.  He 
also knew, that many in His own natural family did not believe in Him.  Perfect obedience to 
God in the presence of sinful men is never “normal” in the minds of unbelieving people.   
       I want you to turn with me over to John Chapter 7.  Jesus’ brothers probably started out 
their criticisms of Him with the fact that He was neglecting His natural family and not willing to 
give them enough attention and time.  But here in this passage, which is later in Jesus’ ministry, 
we find that they have changed their strategy and now they want to push him forward so that He 
would be more known to the world.  I am trying to point out to you that they were worldly in all 
their perspective and all their advice.  Listen to what it says here.  “After these things Jesus 
walked in Galilee; for He did not want to walk in Judea, because the Jews sought to kill Him.”  
“Now the Jews Feast of Tabernacles was at hand.”  “His brothers therefore said to Him, ‘Depart 
from here and go into Judea, that Your disciples also may see the works that You are doing.”  
“For no one does anything in secret while he himself seeks to be known openly.”  “If you do these 
things, show Yourself to the world.”  And then comes this very revealing comment by John.  “For 
even His brothers did not believe in Him.”  Brethren, I think that there is something that we can 
learn here from the example of Jesus.  I think that in regard to our immediate family members 
that we have to remember that they do not necessarily know anything of the importance of why 
we are taking our stand for truth.  They do not understand how the work of the Lord is done.  
They do not understand the importance of preaching or attending church services where the 
Bible is being faithfully taught.  Our unbelieving brothers and sisters in our natural family, or 
even those who are recently converted and who are babes in the faith, may not understand the 
importance of these things at all.  Jesus’ natural family, it is pretty evident here, were those who 
went up to the feast of tabernacles, but they didn’t follow Jesus.  They believed in Jesus’ miracles 
by this time in His ministry, but they still thought that He should do things to promote Himself 
into the favor of his own disciples.  They tell Him, “Go off to Judea, depart from here and go and 
make disciples there by doing your miracles.”  “Show yourself to the world, show them what you 
can do, and then men will follow you.”  This is worldly wisdom.  This is the strategy of 
expedience.  Jesus' answer to them is very interesting.  He says in Verse 6, “My time is not yet 
come, but your time is always ready.”  “The world cannot hate you, but it hates Me because I 
testify of it that its works are evil.”  “You go up to this feast, I am not yet going up to this feast, 
for My time has not yet fully come.”  
       What were Jesus’ brothers and his mother trying to do when they came to Him seeking an 
audience with Him while He was preaching to the multitudes?  The brothers were probably 
thinking in this way; “Jesus, you need to stop doing all this preaching and teaching.”  “You need 
to lay off of this trying to promote yourself and your own views of our common religion.”  We are 
all religious here.”  “Promote your own views if you want, but do not make us all look like 
fanatics by the way that you do your ministry.”  Mary went along with Jesus’ brothers in this 
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because she was truly concerned for His welfare.  She wanted her own children to believe and 
follow Jesus, but He didn’t seem to have the time to be with them.  She probably thought that if 
they all came to Him crying out for His attention, that her own desires for her children and their 
family would be fulfilled. He would come and spend more time with them.  She was probably 
thinking as His mother,  “Be more thoughtful of us; your natural family.”   In the passage in 
John, Jesus’ brothers were saying, “We now see that you have a ministry that has really made 
inroads among the people here in Jerusalem.”  “We believe that you ought to go to Judea and 
promote yourself!”    
       Now you can see from these two entirely different approaches that what his brothers were 
trying to do was to convince Jesus of what He should be doing in His ministry; what would 
promote the natural family’s interests at the expense of God’s interests and the mission that God 
had sent Jesus to do in the first place.  This Jesus could not do.  And I am saying that this is 
something that we cannot do either, in relation to our natural family members.  Ours is to do the 
will of God first and foremost of all.  We should indeed love and respect our parents after we 
leave home.  We should indeed love our brothers and sisters and want to spend time with them 
talking over things of importance to the family.  We can serve Christ and do this too.  But with 
unbelieving family members and sometimes with Christian family members who have not 
understood, we must explain that our ministry and mission is not to try to be popular or worldly 
wise.  We will speak the truth and sometimes we will be hated for it.  Our mission is not even 
ultimately the promotion of the earthly family at all in terms of our service to it, apart from the 
kingdom of God and God Himself.   
        The promotion of the earthly, worldly family as our top priority, apart from doing God’s will, 
will only bring about a godless society.  We need more than just a worldly family unity to glorify 
God.  The question is, “Do we love the truth of God, and will we live it and promote it?”  We are 
not living here upon the earth simply to do what is expedient for our own family’s earthly 
interest.  What we need more than anything else as a society where Christ and His Word will be 
promoted in our families.  Every family learning from the Bible how to do the will of God, and 
promoting it in their own lives, will be doing a great service to God, to society, and the church 
that they attend.  But some parents and heads of households do not actively promote this 
knowledge and this doing of the will of God.  If this is true of you, please consider your life and 
the life of your family as important in God's sight, in an eternal sense.  If you are a grown 
Christian, and out of your parent’s house, do not let your close relatives and family members 
turn you aside from attending upon the ministry of Christ in a Bible believing church.  If you are 
a Christian parent do not let your children turn you aside from continuing to have family 
devotions and from continuing to order your household aright.  Do not let anyone, even your 
closest relatives, turn you aside from doing the Lord’s will as the Bible teaches; that good and 
perfect will that you have been called to prove. 
Now 2ndly- A Christian's spiritual relatives are, and should be his closest relations.  
(Verse 34) 
       The family of God and the family of Man are two distinct families.  I will not say that they are 
entirely separate, because in any earthly family there may be quite a mix of believers and 
unbelievers.  But they are separate in interests and separate in the way that they will live.  We 
will look at interests first.   It says here in verse 34, “And Jesus looked around in a circle at those 
who sat about Him, and said, “Here are My mother and My brothers”.  He was referring not only 
to His twelve apostles, but to the whole multitude of those who were following Him, who were 
willing to do the will of God.  I believe that these verses apply to all believers; not just to those 
who were listening to Him at that time.  Anyone who believes in Jesus becomes part of His 
spiritual family.  He has saved them and He will provide for all of their spiritual needs.  They 
should find a good Bible-believing church to attend, and they should seek to be baptized and to 
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become members of that church.  The others who attend that church are going to become your 
closest relations.  And so I want you to understand that since those who believe in Christ are His 
closest relations, they should be our closest relations as well, if we believe in Jesus.  We should 
not, therefore, make unbelieving people our closest friends and companions lest they steer us in 
the wrong direction.  This may include our brothers and sisters who live in our own household, if 
they are unbelievers.   
       In order for us to prove this truth I would like you to turn with me to Matthew 10: 34 with 
me.  Here Jesus is showing us how the earthly, sinful, and selfish interests of a family can come 
into conflict with the interests of God in a family and learning to do His will.  This is Jesus 
speaking here.  “Do not think that I came to bring peace on earth.”  “I did not come to bring 
peace but a sword.”  “For I have come to set a man against his father, a daughter against her 
mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law; and a man's enemies will be those of 
his own household.”  “He who loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me.”  “And 
he who does not take his cross and follow after Me is not worthy of Me.”  “He who finds his life 
will lose it, and he who loses his life for My sake will find it.”  Here are some very difficult words 
for all those who love their relatives.  Notice how Jesus says, “I have come to set….”  It is His 
presence in your life that brings about this sword. Jesus did not come to bring peace within 
families; He came to bring a sword.  Sometimes people like to use this verse to say that there 
never will be peace upon the earth in a more general sense; that wars around the world will 
never cease, and there never will be a future Millennium.  I think that it is important that we 
stick to the context.  Someday, men will beat their swords into plowshares and they will learn 
war no more in the time which is coming; in the time of the Millennium.  But even in the time of 
the Millennium, there will still be a fulfillment of these verses among families, of the words 
which Jesus spoke here, “I came not to bring peace but a sword”.  
       There will be, in every generation until Christ comes back, divisions in families over Christ.  
There will be great disagreement as to whether or not people who are not saved in a family need 
to be saved.  There will be division over whether the Bible is God’s Word, and whether it ought to 
be followed as our guide and authority, in all matters of faith and practice, in the way that God is 
to be worshiped.  And because of this, the unbeliever will not be as close, and warm and friendly, 
and loving, and caring to his earthly brother as His earthly brother thinks that he or she should 
be.  But you can rest assured that there will be “One who sticks closer than a brother” to you; the 
Lord Jesus Christ. Because the faithful Christian is one who will love Christ’s Word more than 
the words of earthly family members who would try to take him off from his obedience to God's 
Word, there will be those of God's dear people who become closer in their relationship with him 
than even his earthly family.  These will become his brothers and sisters and mother.  As it says 
in Galatians Chapter 4, verse 26, “…but the Jerusalem above is free, which is the mother of us 
all.”  The New Testament Church is the “mother” of all who believe”.  She begets her children 
through the preaching of the word.  They are born from above and have their citizenship in 
heaven.  They set their minds on things above and not the things of the earth.  Jesus’ earthly 
mother was Mary, but when she came to take Him away from ministering to his spiritual 
brethren and sisters, He would ignore her calls.  He would pay attention to “the Jerusalem which 
is from above”, His Church, who is the mother of all who will believe.  
       The Christian who wants to do God's will comes to learn to lose their earthly life, that they 
may find their spiritual and heavenly life. They want more than anything to obey the 
commandments and the principles of the truth of Bible.  In order to do this they may have to 
love Christ with a greater love than their closest relative; whether it is father or mother, or 
brother or sister.  This is part of the Christian's taking up his cross and following Jesus.   If he 
does not do this, the Lord Jesus says, he is not worthy of Him.   He is not worthy of the great 
salvation that he has been given; he is not worthy of the name of Christian.  He is not worthy to 
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be taken into the membership of any local church.  Turn over with me to Mark 10: 28.  Here in 
this passage Jesus has been teaching his disciples how hard it is for a rich man to enter the 
kingdom of God.   It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to 
enter the kingdom of God.  The disciples were greatly astonished and said, “Then who can be 
saved?”  “But Jesus looked at them and said, ‘With men it is impossible, but not with God; for 
with God all things are possible.”  Here is what I want to show you in relation to your losing your 
earthly relatives and an earthly inheritance because you are doing the will of God.  “Then Peter 
began to say to Him, 'See, we have left all and followed You.”  “So Jesus answered and said, 
‘Assuredly, I say to you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or father or 
mother or wife or children or lands, for My sake and the gospel's who shall not receive a 
hundred fold now in this time – houses and brothers and sisters and mothers and children and 
lands, with persecutions – and in the age to come, eternal life.”   
       This is what we are afraid of, is it not?  We are afraid of losing the people that we are closest 
to, and the earthly inheritance which would be ours if we stick with them and agree to listen to 
their words which would turn us away from obeying Christ, the gospel, and His Word.  But Jesus 
says, “Never fear”.  I will make up for all of your loses and give you a hundred fold now, even in 
this life.   This does not mean that you will have a hundred houses.   It means that the things and 
the people that Christ will give to you in this earthly life will be a hundred times better than 
anything or anyone you try to hold on to in this present life.  You need not compromise with 
your earthly and worldly family members on living the Christian life.  If they forsake you, the 
Lord will take you up.  If they disown you and disinherit you and you lose all family association 
with them, the Lord will provide you others who will take their place in their relationship to you.   
You can see, however, that this will involve persecution, but in the end, you will be the inheritor 
of eternal life.    
       How can we apply this further to ourselves?  We can do it by asking this question.  Do you 
realize the reality of this in your experience as a Christian?  Have you lost the approval of family 
members because you took your stand for Christ and for truth?  Have you lost close family 
friendship and interaction because you have tried to share the truth of God's word with them?  
You should know that this is all a part of the normal Christian life.  Have you also come to realize 
the reality of the New Testament Church being the household of God, the household of faith?  
Are you content to dwell in the house of the Lord forever?  Are your best and closest friends 
Christians?  Or are you still pursuing the World and the things of the world; this earthly 
inheritance with your earthly family?  Oh do not try to save this life, but instead lose it in Christ. 
The 3rd Statement of Jesus is this - Whoever does the will of God is spiritually 
related to Christ. (verse 35) 
       “For whoever does the will of God is My brother and My sister and mother."  We have looked 
at how the interests of the Family of man and the Family of God differ.  Now we will conclude 
this sermon by looking at how they are different in the way that they live their lives.  Very 
simply, the Christian and the spiritual family of which he is a part will be living their lives for the 
will of God.   The family of an earthly fallen man will not do the will of God.  The family of man 
lives their lives by, and according to, their own thoughts and their own understanding.  They 
trust in themselves and their own wisdom and they will not consider or receive God’s wisdom as 
it is found in the Bible.  But it is the will of God that the Christian lives his or her life for, by faith 
in God and Christ.  They will not trust in themselves.   Turn with me over to 1 Peter chapter 3, 
verse 17 and you will see the difference in the way that the relatives of Christ live.  The Apostle 
Peter understands, and he would communicate it to all who believe in Jesus, that there are two 
major strands of the will of God that we must consider.  The first is God's Providential will.   And 
the second is God's Preceptive will; the commandments that He has given us to observe and 
keep.  We do the will of God in relation to both.  We live a life of submission to the example of 
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Christ in regard to God’s providential will.   We live a life of obedience to God by faith in Jesus 
Christ in regard to God's preceptive will.  Here in verse 17 we find God’s providential will being 
mentioned.  “For it is better, if it is the will of God, to suffer for doing good than for doing evil.”  
“For Christ also suffered once for sins, the just for the unjust, that He might bring us to God, 
being put to death in the flesh but made alive by the Spirit….”  Christ has suffered for doing 
God’s preceptive will.  He suffered according to God’s providential will.   We may also suffer for 
doing good.  If we do so, it will be according to God's providential ordering of all things which 
will bring us into those sufferings in a holy and wise way which will be good for us.   It will 
conform us to the image of Christ.  It will bring honor and glory to God.  Look over at 1 Peter 4: 
19.  “Therefore let those who suffer according to the will of God commit their souls to Him in 
doing good, as to a faithful Creator.”  Again this is God's providential will. 
       But look now at 1 Peter 4: 1 and you will see God's preceptive will.  “Therefore, since Christ 
suffered for us in the flesh, arm yourselves also with the same mind, for he who has suffered in 
the flesh has ceased from sin, that he no longer should live the rest of his time in the flesh for the 
lusts of men, but for the will of God.”  We have been talking about one aspect of suffering for 
Christ this morning haven’t we?  It is suffering the loss of the approval of our closest relatives 
and the approval of worldly people who want us to compromise our obedience to the word of 
God.  Listen to verse 3.  “For we have spent enough of our past lifetime in doing the will of the 
Gentiles – when we walked in lewdness, lusts, drunkenness, revelries, drinking parties, and 
abominable idolatries.”  “In regard to these, they think it strange that you do not run with them 
in the same flood of dissipation, speaking evil of you.”  “They will give an account to Him who is 
ready to judge the living and the dead.”  This is what we need to understand and remember.  
Learning to do the will of God is wonderful and good thing.  It takes us away from sin.  But we 
are surrounded by a world of people who are living for these other things that Peter has 
mentioned.  They think that doing the will of God is a strange thing.  As a Christian you must 
learn to choose what you will live for.  The Apostle John says in 1 John 2: 17, “And the world is 
passing away, and the lust of it; but he does the will of God abides forever.”  Much of what a 
Christian learns to bear in regard to suffering for Christ is people speaking evil of him.  I hope 
that you will choose to do the will of God even if people do speak evil of you; even if they think 
you are crazy; even if they think that you are not cool; even they shake their head at you because 
you will not run with them into the same excess of dissipation.  You will have the approval of the 
Lord, and you will have the company of godly men and women who are also attempting, by the 
grace of Christ, to do the will of God. 
        
 
 
 
 
 


