
Rom. 2:28-29 (WCF 25:1-2)  “Visible and Invisible’”

For the Children: Kids often prefer toys that have more to them than meets the eye – hidden compartments, or pieces 
that fold out and interlock, to transform the toy into something else.  God’s Church certainly has more to it than meets 
the eye.  Each week, you can see the building and the people, you can see and hear the worship.  But some of the most 
important things about the Church can be seen only by the Lord: hearts that truly love Him, and a perfection and glory 
that comes from the Lord Jesus.  God can see all the people who will one day make up His Church in heaven.  We can 
only see a small part of the Church.  Questions: Why is it important to belong to a local, faithful congregation?  Why 
should we not be too discouraged by problems in the Church?  What are the most important things to concentrate on in 
Church life?
_________________________________________________________________________________________

Introduction:

First Point: The Church Viewed Outwardly
• The Nation Israel: Israel, the covenant-people and Church of God in the OT, was a visible nation – in a visible 

place.  The people were defined by an outward, physical sign, circumcision.  They were called to worship in a 
visible way.  This OT Church also included hypocrites.  Though the apostle speaks against the “outward” Jew, 
he only means that to be a spiritual Jew more is needed than merely these outward aspects.  He does not mean 
that OT Israel was not truly God’s people or church

• The NT Church: The NT Church is similar – though it is now universal, spread in every land.  Visible 
congregations meet in visible buildings, and visibly sit under the means of grace.  People visibly profess their 
faith and take part in the sacraments.  The NT Church also includes hypocrites and those who have not yet 
been born again

• Professing the True Religion: The Visible Church is defined in WCF 25:2 as all those who profess the true 
religion, and their children.  The word “profess” allows for the fact that some members of this Visible Church 
may be hypocrites.  The “true religion” here is the same as in 24:3, the true, Reformed religion.  This does not 
refer to a particular Reformed denomination, but to all those who hold to the truth as we find it summarized in 
the Reformed system of doctrine.  The true church is marked, after all, by the preaching of the Truth (BCF 29). 
That does not deny that there may be true believers in false churches

• Taking the Local Church Seriously: Christ created the Visible Church.  See 2 Pet. 2;1.  It is this Visible Church 
that administers the Word, through which salvation comes.  It is this Visible Church in which we must express 
our love for God by showing love to brethren whom we can “see” (1 Jn. 4:20).  It is quite wrong to use the 
doctrine of the Invisible Church to get out of our responsibilities to the Visible Church

Second Point: The Church Viewed Inwardly
• The Inward Jew with the Inward Circumcision: It is not enough to be called externally by the Word.  To be 

saved, one must also have an inward calling from the Spirit.  The inward calling can only be seen by God. 
Hence, only He can separate the wheat from the weeds on the Last Day (Mt. 13:24-30, 25:31ff).  It is on this 
basis that the Reformation concluded that there is an Invisible aspect to the Church.  It defined the Invisible 
Church as all the elect from all ages (WCF 25:1), or all believers (BCF 27) or all saved (BCF 28).  Similarly, 
the NT often views the Church ideally, as it is in principle in Christ, or will be when He returns – the spotless 
bride, Body and fullness of Christ

• Things We Can’t See: Because of this aspect, we can’t see who the true believers are; where all the believers 
currently are in the world; and we can’t see the church in her true glory yet.  Remembering this helps guard 
against disillusionment or despair

• Emphasis on the Inward: The true circumcision is of the heart.  That is what physical circumcision always 
signified – inward cleansing of the heart from evil (Dt. 10:16, 30:6, Lev. 26:41, Jer. 4:4, 9:26).  That cleansing 
is worked by the Spirit, who joins us to Christ and His work.  Focusing on that spiritual work is far more 
important than looking at externals, such as the mere fact of church membership.  Those who look to the 
inward, spiritual cleansing receive their gracious reward from God.  Those who focus on the externals,  look to 
the praise of men – but will not receive it from God, who sees the heart

Conclusion:


