
God is Great and God is Good
By Jeff Noblit

Bible Text: Psalm 145
Preached on: Sunday, August 9, 2015

Anchored in Truth Ministries
1915 Avalon Ave.
Muscle Shoals, AL 35661 

Website: www.anchoredintruth.org
Online Sermons: www.sermonaudio.com/anchoredintruth

Let's go to Psalms, Psalm 145. I might sound a little funny but I'm really in no pain but I 
just from the time I began preaching here 35 years ago, I've just off and on had allergy 
and throat issues and one of my therapies on Saturday is to work outside. Just go and 
work and do something before Sunday and it just seems to periodically aggravate, I guess 
an allergy thing and so I go from being a low tenor to a bass or something. Maybe 
straining a little bit more than I ought to and when I preach it aggravates it too.

Psalm 145. It's been a joy to restudy the Psalms and marvel over some of the diamonds 
and the gems that the psalmist has left for us here and as the psalmist here it in Psalm 145 
extols the greatness and the goodness of God. As you would expect, he overflows into 
redemptive greatness and redemptive goodness as only a believer can and that's where we 
always go. Whenever we see the glories and the wonders and the majesties of God in 
anything, it should always lead us over into the Gospel and over into redemptive 
goodness and redemptive greatness because God redeeming sinners, individual sinners, 
and then putting them together in his churches and then one day glorifying all of us in 
one great church is the great work of God. Now, all the works of God are great but that's 
the greatest glory and greatest work of God and that's a secret you and I get in on. Most 
men can look at creation and marvel and most men, even those who are not genuine 
believers in Christ, have some aspect of sensing, "There is one greater than I." I think 
that's why we like to stand by the Grand Canyon or by the seashore, we realize we're part 
of something much bigger than us. But for the child of God, we cross over and it's not a  
small step, it's a giant leap, to saying, "There is something far, far greater than God 
speaking these mountains and these oceans and these canyons and that is the creation of 
God's work in me to make me a redeemed child of God." 

We marvel at that so as David talks about the greatness of God, he talks about natural 
wonders, the great things God has made in the universe and in the earth, but he sloshes 
over and says, "Yes, but redemptive greatness." I don't know what it does to you but it 
humbles me. I just feel myself afresh humbled before God and that's something we ought 
to pray for is that our proud, proud, arrogant, self-consumed world would be humbled 
before God. Now, you mark my word, friends, this nation you and I are a part of has had 
immense grace and goodness bestowed on it but we have become a godless, arrogant 
people and this nation will be humbled. It's going to be humbled. Now look, God has 
compassion and God has mercy and longsuffering, amen? Aren't we thankful for that? 
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And one thing I tweeted this out the other day, is that what you do, you tweet out? Is that 
what you do? I tweeted out that we have lost our nation to paganism but you be sure 
Christ has never lost his sheep. Even if he judges this world, he will keep his sheep safe, 
amen? He has never lost a sheep.

Well, I don't need to do that any longer. Let's go to Psalm 145 and dive in and let the 
Lord speak to us richly this evening. The psalmist, King David says,  

1 I will extol You, my God, O King, And I will bless Your name forever 
and ever. 2 Every day I will bless You, And I will praise Your name 
forever and ever. 3 Great is the LORD, and highly to be praised, And His 
greatness is unsearchable. 4 One generation shall praise Your works to 
another, And shall declare Your mighty acts. 5 On the glorious splendor of 
Your majesty And on Your wonderful works, I will meditate. 6 Men shall 
speak of the power of Your awesome acts, And I will tell of Your 
greatness. 7 They shall eagerly utter the memory of Your abundant 
goodness And will shout joyfully of Your righteousness. 

Now we get into more of a picture of redemption. Verse 8,

8 The LORD is gracious and merciful; Slow to anger and great in 
lovingkindness. 9 The LORD is good to all, And His mercies are over all 
His works. 10 All Your works shall give thanks to You, O LORD, And 
Your godly ones shall bless You. 11 They shall speak of the glory of Your 
kingdom And talk of Your power; 12 To make known to the sons of men 
Your mighty acts And the glory of the majesty of Your kingdom. 

Let me stop at verse 12 and just...he talks about how God is going to work in the sons of 
men or he is going to work in us to make the sons of men know God's mighty acts and 
this ought to be our prayer as a church family that the reality of Christ's power in us, he  
so changed us as a collectivity of people that the community around us as they look on us 
would have to say, "God must be doing that." They give God praise for the difference 
that is seen in us. That ought to be one of our prayers that we're just not like the world or  
even like the religious establishment of our day.

Verse 13, 

13 Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, And Your dominion endures 
throughout all generations. 

What a picture of grace and forgiveness and redemption.

14 The LORD sustains all who fall And raises up all who are bowed 
down. 15 The eyes of all look to You, And You give them their food in 
due time. 16 You open Your hand And satisfy the desire of every living 
thing. 
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Now he sloshes back over into creation in general again. Verse 17,

17 The LORD is righteous in all His ways And kind in all His deeds. 18 
The LORD is near to all who call upon Him, To all who call upon Him in 
truth. 

That's redemption again, a salvation kind of statement. Verse 19,

19 He will fulfill the desire of those who fear Him; He will also hear their 
cry and will save them. 20 The LORD keeps

Eternal security. Perseverance of the saints,

20 The LORD keeps all who love Him, But all the wicked He will destroy. 
21 My mouth will speak the praise of the LORD, And all flesh will bless 
His holy name forever and ever. 

Very simply the title "God is Great and God is Good." That's a simple prayer we 
sometimes hear children pray and it is often taught to children but it is pregnant with rich, 
rich truth. Don't let that just be a simple phrase. God is great and God is good.

Let's look at what the psalmist says about this. Now, this Psalm is described as a Psalm of 
David. You know, it's the only Psalm that actually says that though we know roughly half 
the Psalms at least are written by David, some we're not exactly sure of and then you get 
to the last 5 Psalms of the book of Psalms and there's something of an appendix of 
doxology and praise to God for just all that he is.

Now, first of all, I. God is great in verses 1 through 6. He says in verse 1 there, "my 
God." He says, "You are my God, I will extol You, my God." That's the phrase that can 
only be used by those who know God through Jesus Christ. This is a picture of a saved 
person talking. He's my God. He's personal to us. It's not a possessive gesture as if David 
is looking on his shelf and he sees a little idol, a little god Idol he worships like, "Well, 
that's my god." No, it's not a possessive gesture, it's a precious gesture. It's not a 
demeaning sentiment in David's heart, it's a delightful statement that, "In this wonderful 
grace and I'm such a woeful sinner that God through Christ has made me intimate with 
him so I can say without arrogance he is my God. He has caused it to be that I am his and 
he is mine." He knows God in a personal way. There is an intimacy here. The New 
Testament says that when we are born again and we have been changed by the Spirit of 
God, we cry from our hearts, Abba, Father. The Spirit cries to Abba. It means Poppa. It's 
an intimacy. Our Daddy. God is, yes, he's Lord, he's King, but he's our Daddy. He has 
provided that to be by his own sovereign working in us.

So David shows here that he knows God and we need to ask ourselves as we say all the 
time, said a lot this morning, "Do you know about God or do you know God?" Now, if 
you do know him you know about him but you could know about him and not know him. 

Page 3 of 12



Do you know God, not just know about God? Someone said, I actually took a class years 
ago at the university, it was many years ago since I took a class at the university, and 
there was a professor at the university who was known as the professor that the football 
team always took because if you enrolled in the class you got 100. That's it. You enroll, 
you get 100. Everybody did. And this man kind of prided himself on just giving life 
wisdom to these football players and he used to say all the time, "It's not who you know, 
it's who knows you that matters." He said, "I know President Bush but he doesn't know 
me." And that's kind of what we see in David here, "God knows me and I know God. He 
is my God." The picture of intimacy there.

But then in verse 1 also he calls him his king. "My God," he says and, "O King." This is a 
wonderful balance there that we ought to keep in our hearts. While he is our Daddy and 
he is our Poppa and he has by his own sovereign grace through the work of his Son Jesus 
Christ caused us to be able to be intimate with him, he is nevertheless the King and there 
is a reverence for him we ought to carry. The word "King" obviously speaks of a 
sovereign ruler, an omnipotent one, an all governing one, one with royal prerogatives. So 
here David is saying, now David was a majestic and great, great king and he was greatly 
honored by his people but David knows, "I may be a man in authority but I want you all 
to know I'm a man under authority. There is a King I serve. There is a King I bow 
before." You know, we live in a day when it seems like most of our countrymen serve 
themselves as their own God. We live in a day when every man does what is right in his 
own eyes. We don't look for an objective standard, this God outside of ourselves that we 
are to bow before and say, "My thoughts and my persuasions and my viewpoints are 
submitted to the King." No, we've crowned ourselves God. We've become our own King. 
But I'm going to tell you: it may not be in this life, it might be in the next life but the real 
God is going to be bowed before. So David says, "For right now," now David at one time 
or another was one of the mightiest if not the mightiest man on the earth but he wants us 
to know, "I bow before a King. I know this God intimately and he is my King."

Verse 2, "Every day I will bless You, And I will praise Your name forever and ever." So 
he says, "Each day and each day forever, you're going to be the centerpiece of my heart 
and life and the one I worship and the one I glory in." You know, we're in the 
kindergarten of praise right now. We're just getting started good. As we read the Psalms, 
as we preach the word of God, as we learn the glorious treasures and wonders of all that 
God has done for us in his Son Jesus Christ, little praises arise up in our hearts and joys 
and deeper ways we treasure him and love him rise up and then we praise him for all 
these things we're learning and yet this pilgrimage here on the earth is just barely a 
kindergarten class for the greatness and the goodness of God and it's only a tiny warm-up 
for what it's going to be for all eternity. Listen, if you are not beginning to taste some of 
this now and it doesn't stir you with some joy now about his greatness and goodness, 
you're going to hate heaven. Heaven is not where we go deer hunting and bass fishing 
every day. Heaven is where we get overwhelmed with the unfathomable greatness and 
goodness of God and we will continually learn of his greatness and goodness for all 
eternity and it will never be exhausted. You will get up on day million and one in heaven 
and begin to learn of God and think, "Oh my goodness, this is so overwhelmingly good 
and pleasurable and joyous and I haven't even learned anything about him yet." You see, 
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down here we see through a mirror dimly. We're just beginning to taste it and like David, 
it ought to be beginning to cause us to praise him. But there is much, much more good 
stuff to come. You see, the world thinks we're missing everything. Oh my goodness, they 
don't even get to taste a tidbit of the stuff we drink in.

Well, verse 3, he just sort of has something of an overflow doxology statement here. 
Verse 3, "Great is the LORD, and highly to be praised, And His greatness is 
unsearchable." "God, I can't get to the end of your greatness. Who can measure the 
greatness of God?" You see, you can start to study and understand the greatness of God 
but here's something you can't do, you can't finish your study of the greatness of God. 
You just can't finish it. That's challenging for a task oriented monster like me. You know, 
see a task, put it together, organize it and accomplish it. Folks like that are pretty good to 
have around if they stay under the Spirit they get stuff done but when it comes to the 
greatness of God, you don't get done. It's unsearchable. You start it but you can't finish it. 
I mean, all the scales and weighing measures of all the civilizations can't measure the 
weight of his greatness. All the measuring devices, rulers, yardsticks, whatever of all the 
ages can't cover the length of his greatness. All the solar systems and galaxies of the 
entire universe can't contain the volume of his greatness. 

David says, "Your greatness is unsearchable." He has greater wisdom than all the wise 
men of all the ages. As a matter of fact, their wisdom is foolishness compared to his. It's 
not just a matter, "Well, we've got some but God's got more." He says, "No, man's 
wisdom apart from me illuminating and enabling their understanding, man's wisdom is a 
devolution, if you will, a diminishing aspect." And he said, "My wisdom is 
unsearchable." Greater strength has God than all the armies of all the ages put together. 
Greater knowledge has God than all the scholars and all the learned men of all the 
civilizations. You see, trying to fathom God's greatness really is a sheer exercise in 
futility. The gray matter between our ears is no match for assessment of the greatness of 
God. To try to really say, "I grasp the greatness of God," you may as well try to pour the 
Atlantic Ocean into a thimble. You may as well try to remove Mount Everest with a 
teaspoon. You may as well try to fly around the world on the back of a sparrow. It just 
can't be done. Let's raise our children with this awe of, "God is great." Look, God's not 
just a little bigger than us, a little higher than us, a little cleaner than us. He's infinitely 
bigger. God is great. I jotted this down: if we had the Spirit of God living in us, God's 
greatness can be understood but it can't be comprehended. Did you hear that? You do 
understand something of his greatness but then at the same time you can't comprehend all 
of his greatness. The psalmist says it's unsearchable and God is so great we can't just 
bottle it up. 

Verse 4, "One generation shall praise Your works to another, And shall declare Your 
mighty acts." Don't leave the fertile ground of children's hearts unattended. Oh, the liberal 
notion today of don't prejudice a child, let a child go up into the world sort of as a blank 
slate and let them find out for themselves. That's a sure recipe for ruining a child's life. 
We want to substantially, regularly bring a joyous deluge of the great, great glories of 
God to our children. We work very hard in our curriculum here so that by the time our 
fellows and girls are fifth, sixth, seventh grade, they have learned much of the rich 
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attributes and truths about who is God. Who is God so that they might go into their 
teenage years and go into adulthood with a sense of a reverential fear of this great, great 
God.

David talks of his majesty. As a matter of fact, he mentions this numerous times. Verse 5, 
"On the glorious splendor of Your majesty And on Your wonderful works, I will 
meditate." His majesty is just another aspect of his greatness. Majesty is the idea of 
grandeur. David knew something of majesty. There is a majesty in the regality and 
grandeur of a king on his throne and leading his kingdom so David knew a little of that 
but this is God's majesty. Infinitely greater. God is the exalted deity. He is royalty, true 
royalty. 

He talks about his works, I think that's including creation in verse 5 where he says, "I'm 
going to look. 'On the glorious splendor of Your majesty And on Your wonderful works, 
I will meditate.'" That includes the sun and the moon and the stars and the mountains and 
the seas. That's awesome to meditate on and say, "Look how great God is." But a 
quantum leap greater is to say, "The work God did starting before the foundation of the 
world to save me and put me in his church, redeem me through the precious meritorious 
work of his Son on the cross, woe me by that Spirit of God, imputed into me his very 
righteousness and having imputed into him my very wickedness and then making me a 
child of God, progressively sanctifying me as I live in time and space history, one day 
glorifying me so that I am like Christ for all eternity, that is the great creation work of 
God." You see, there is the regular creation and there is what the Bible calls the new 
creation. We are getting in on, we are beginning the experience of this new creation God 
is making, this church he's building, and we're just getting started. We're just beginning to 
taste the glories of it. Well, David was a true believer in Christ looking forward to the 
cross just like we're a true believer looking back on the cross and he's glorying over this 
creative work of God. 

Now, when we look at creation, we should see something of the greatness and the glories 
of God. David says, "I look on your wonderful works. I meditate on them. I see the 
glorious splendor of your majesty." For example, think about his love. When you look at 
the ocean depths, you should see the depth of his love. When you look on mountain 
peaks, you should see the height of his love. When you see the suns brilliance, you 
should think on the purity and the brilliance of his love. When you look upon a broad 
plain or the vast deserts that we have in this world, you should think about the width or 
the breadth, the expanse of his love. When you experience the spring foliage coming up 
in a few months, you should think of the ever renewing aspect of his love. When you 
experience a summer shower, you should think of the sustaining power of his love. 
Creation speaks volumes. Romans 1:20, wasn't it, where Paul said, "God's invisible 
attributes are seen in creation." God reveals, when you look at creation, you see 
something of him so all men are without excuse who perish without God because God at 
least revealed himself through creation to them and they rejected the revelation.

However, though creation speaks volumes, that is a minor or lesser testimony. Creation is 
a minor or lesser revelation. The greatest revelation of God's love is Calvary. That's the 
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greatest revelation. The other, creation speaks truly but it doesn't speak fully of God's 
great love. Creation also speaks of God's holy justice. The Bible often speaks of lightning 
flashing as a picture of his exacting justice and judgment. Thunderous roar speaks of the 
severity of God's judgment. Have you ever sat at home and a violent thunderstorm goes 
by and it gets a little bit disconcerting. Maybe the windows are rattling a little bit and the 
thunder is roaring and you look at your children and say, "That's the majesty of God. We 
can't control this. We don't know what the outcome is going to be. That's the way God is. 
That's the majesty of God." When a mighty hurricane sweeps onto the beach and great 
powers of devastation, that's God rolling in in his majesty. You think, "What about all 
those people that perish? What about all those people that are gone?" Well, when God 
does acts like that, he mingles mercy with majesty because there are more and more and 
more and more people who are finding shelter, who are being preserved and they are 
helping one another so we see God's mercy but we also see his terrifying majesty. The 
greatness of God, his holy justice and judgment is seen in the lightning flash and the 
thunderstorm. When earthquakes tremble in the earth, it speaks of the fear that is evoked  
from this coming judgment.

I have only been a part of a tiny earthquake in Tennessee one time. It was a weird thing 
right in the middle of night. It was like a million locomotive trains were coming and like 
in 7 or 8 seconds it just went through and you could just feel it shake on through and go 
on. I can't imagine what it's like to be a part of one of these massive earthquakes. It would 
jar you to the core of your being to experience the lack of foundation and the lack of 
security. Nothing was secure. It ought to remind us there is a holy and majestic and just 
God with which we have to do. But though creation does speak volumes about holy 
justice, it doesn't speak anything like the final day of holy justice at the great final 
judgment of God that's coming. David said, "God, you're great." In every way, shape or 
fashion, God is great. 

David also overflows and says God is good. God is good. Look at verse 7, "They shall 
eagerly utter the memory of Your abundant goodness And will shout joyfully of Your 
righteousness." Is it not an amazing thing in your mind's eye to picture an earth where 
everyone praises Jesus for his abundant righteousness? You know, it's almost like, "Lord, 
we lived on this earth and we saw what men could do. We saw the conclusions. We saw 
the messes and the vileness and the twistings and the spinning and just the corruption of 
what men would do when they tried to be their own Savior." And then we look at Jesus 
and there is such a contrast and he is so infinitely superior in righteousness just to cause 
all men of the earth to say, "Men are such fools. Christ, you are righteous." That's kind of 
the picture I think I see here when they say, "his abundant goodness, his great 
righteousness." As a matter of fact, God's goodness is beyond expectation. God's 
goodness is certainly beyond what we deserve or could earn or could merit in any way, 
shape or fashion. Now again, David is going to overflow here. He's not just going to talk 
about the goodness of God and feeding the birds and the animals, giving us oxygen to 
breathe, causing our plants to come in, our crops every year. That's the goodness of God 
and we should praise him for that but it also, it always should cause us to slosh over and 
get into that higher and more glorious goodness and that's redemptive goodness. God 
saving us from our sin through the Lord Jesus Christ.
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Note in verse 8 God's good in forgiveness. "The LORD is gracious and merciful." Now, 
any time mercy is involved it includes forgiveness. "Slow to anger and great in 
lovingkindness." Romans 5:8, "But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that 
while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us." Forgiveness because while we were yet in 
an unforgivable position, while we were yet not desirable to him because of our filthy, 
offensive, transgressing, lawbreaking sinners that we are, while we are in this state, God 
says, "I am going to send my Son to die and forgive them." Wow. "God is good," David 
says, "God is good." Psalm 32:5, "Thou didst forgive the guilt of my sin." Thou didst 
forgive the guilt of my sin. You took this standing of guilt and accountability before your 
holy bar of justice and you have taken it out of the way. Psalm 86:5, "Thou art good and 
ready to forgive." 1 John 1:9, "If we confess our sins, he is faithful and righteous to 
forgive us our sins, and cleanse us of all unrighteousness." 

Do you know what the great problem is in your heart and in my heart and an even greater 
heart problem in the hearts of the world? Man doesn't feel like he's got too much to be 
forgiven for. Donald Trump said the other day, if I'm misquoting correct me and I think 
he said he has never asked God for forgiveness. I think he said he's never gone back and 
asked anybody to forgive him, he just makes it right. That's sad when he looks about the 
best thing out there to vote for, isn't it? I mean, it's really a sad state of affairs. I don't 
believe that, by the way, and you do what you want to do before God in the voting booth 
but we need men who are strong men and good men, astute men, successful men, but 
men who are deeply aware of their need for God's forgiveness. Humble men. He who 
bows before God stands before men. That's the kind of men we need, our country needs.

Let me just outline forgiveness from these verses that are following. First of all, his 
forgiveness is a free forgiveness. In verse 8 again, "The LORD is gracious and merciful; 
Slow to anger and great in lovingkindness." Great because it's free. It's totally free. 
Ephesians 2:8-9, "For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of 
yourselves, it is the gift of God," it's free, "not the results of works so that no man can 
boast." It's a free forgiveness. 

Secondly, it's a full forgiveness. Verse 9, "The LORD is good to all, And His mercies are 
over all His works." The broad expanse of the fullness. His forgiveness covers the times 
of your sin. Jesus is so mighty in his capacity to forgive you, he will forgive you of all 
your sin of the past. Are you haunted by the wickedness of your past? Are you haunted 
by the vileness of past sin? Listen to me: Jesus Christ is bigger than the depth of your 
wickedness. His forgiveness covers the weightiness and the awfulness of all the past. Of 
all your sin and wrongdoing and failure. Every bit of it if you have looked to him in faith. 
Oh, it's a full forgiveness: past, present and even future sin that we've yet to commit. 
Christ covers it in forgiveness.

Well, the types of sin. The Apostle Paul was writing around persecuting Christians, 
having them locked in jail, casting his vote against them as they were being martyred for 
the faith of Jesus Christ and God didn't just forgive him, he made him a great apostle of 
the church. What a full forgiveness. Not only is it free and full but his is a forever 
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forgiveness. Look at verses 11 through 13. David just wants to overflow with the wonder 
of God's goodness and forgiveness. "They shall speak of the glory of Your kingdom And 
talk of Your power; To make known to the sons of men Your mighty acts And the glory 
of the majesty of Your kingdom." Verse 13, "Your kingdom," here it is, "is an everlasting 
kingdom, And Your dominion endures throughout all generations." These words, these 
truths connect. God is everlasting in all that he is so he's everlasting, he's forever in his 
forgiveness. Jeremiah 31:34, the prophet said, "I will forgive their iniquity, and their sin," 
now listen, very simple but profound, "their sin I will remember no more." Wow. 

It may be a silly illustration but a guy sins against God and he says, "God, I have asked 
you to forgive me but do you remember?" God says, "I don't remember it, I forgive it. 
And I just don't forgive it for a season, I'm not temporal or conditional in my forgiveness 
because my Son took the full propitiation, if you will, and expiation, you can separate 
those 2, on the cross for your sins and since my Son is who he is, then I can fully forgive 
you. Get your eyes off of you." "But I have failed. But I am rotten. But I am selfish. But I 
am proud." Yes, you are and so am I but Christ is who he is and where sin abounds, there 
grace did much more so abound. It's a full, free, forever forgiveness. You see the infinite, 
eternal, everlasting, unending forgiveness we have comes from a person God who is 
these things in and of himself. 

Ask a person who teaches a finite forgiveness, that is, "Will God forgive you but..." You 
have to join the right church. Be baptized in the right baptistery. You have to do these 
things and not do these things and then God may forgive you. It's always conditional. 
There is always a finiteness, if you will, to the capacity of God's forgiveness. But what 
about the nature of God? Let me ask you: is God's righteousness eternal, everlasting? Is 
there ever a time when he will be unrighteous? No, it's what he is, he always is. Is God's 
holiness eternal and everlasting? Of course. God will always be the one who is infinitely 
separate and superior to us. He's not like us. He's holy and he always forever is like that. 
Is God's omnipotence eternal? Is God's omnipresence eternal? Is God's omniscience 
eternal? Of course it is and so is his forgiveness. It's that big. And I know what the 
problem some of you have is you think God forgives something like you forgive. Well, 
thank God God is not like you. You see, are you listening to me? You've got to kick out 
your emotions. You've got to kick out your intellect and you've got to by faith accept God 
is who he says he is. He's not like you in any way including the way he forgives. As a 
matter of fact, when you go to bed tonight, would you do this? I want you to just look up 
to God and say, "God, thank you that you don't forgive like I forgive. Thank you that you 
have never fallen to the vile, little low, self-pitiful level of the way I would be prone to 
forgive. Thank God you have a God sized forgiveness." But again, we live in an age 
where a lot of people, you preach this kind of stuff to them and they are just kind of like, 
"Well, I'm a pretty good guy." I'll tell you what you are: you're an ignorant fool. If you 
know anything about God, you know your desperate need of forgiveness. That's the 
problem, people don't know God anymore. We have dumbed God down to be this guy in 
the sky, the deity or whatever they call him instead of exhaustively from the Scriptures 
grasping and letting it permeate our heart and our understanding as to who he really is.
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So God's forgiveness is forever. It's eternal. It's everlasting. When Jesus came to forgive 
us, he accomplished propitiation. Propitiation is just a theological word that means wrath 
is satisfied. Did you hear that? Wrath is satisfied. God's wrath is not walking the floor in 
pent up rage against you if you have believed on Jesus. Now, if you haven't it is. If you 
haven't, God's wrath is restless and roaming and just waiting and anticipating justice to be 
served against you by pouring out retribution on you. But if you're saved, God's 
wrath...do I look satisfied? God's wrath is satisfied. The devil, the accuser of the brethren 
may say, "Ah-ha! Look at what Jeff Noblit did! Look at what he did! Look at what she 
did!" And God looks over in his wrath...do you know why? Because wrath poured out on 
Jesus all the judgment for all the past, present and future of all that I am in wickedness, 
sinfulness, transgressions and vileness against my God and God says, "Say what you 
want to, devil. My wrath is satisfied. It has been burned out in my Son on the cross for 
those precious souls. They're not precious because they were special to me, they're 
precious because I chose them. It's all about me," God says. David says, "God is good." 
Amen? Is that not good stuff? The goodness of God. David can't get over it. The 
goodness of God.

Well, verse 12 we have the word "majesty" again. He says, "To make known to the sons 
of men Your mighty acts And the glory of the majesty of Your kingdom." Again, David 
knew something about majesty. I don't know where I found this but I think it's pretty 
accurate. In David's day the kingdom was here in modesty. David was a picture of God's 
majesty but a very modest one, a very weak one, a very dim one. In Jesus' day, the 
kingdom was here in ministry. Jesus was here and to look upon him, there's nothing that 
you would be attracted to. The men wouldn't say, "Hey, he's a strapping guy. We ought to 
follow him." And the ladies wouldn't swoon over him as handsome or attractive. He was 
here doing ministry and his key center ministry was dying on the cross for his children. In 
David's day the kingdom was here in modesty, in Jesus' day the kingdom was here in 
ministry, today the kingdom is here in mystery. It's here. The kingdom of God is on the 
earth but it's in your heart. It's in my heart. There is a sense in which some of the 
kingdom is seen when we function together by the word of God under the Spirit's 
guidance as we love, care, disciple, nurture one another in Christ. Something but it's a 
very dim picture but right now the kingdom is here in mystery, but in the future, the 
kingdom will unfold in majesty. I'm telling you, listen: there is an old song called "The 
Unveiled Christ." You listen to me: as men on this earth wallow in vile, wretched, 
unbelieving, atheistic filth and men even have the audacity to put the name of Jesus 
Christ attached to some of their wickedness and vileness, I want to tell you, just behind 
the veil of eternity sits an Almighty Christ with fire in his eyes. He's just veiled right now 
and one day there will be the unveiled Christ and he will come and exercise his way and 
his sway on planet earth. Aren't you glad we're the objects of his redemptive goodness?

David understood something of that redemptive goodness. Verse 14, "The LORD 
sustains all who fall." Have you ever blown it? Have you ever fallen short of God's truth 
and God's standard for you? "And raises up all who are bowed down." David got at ease 
in Zion; he got comfortable on the throne; he lusted for Bathsheba; he took her as his 
own; he had Bathsheba's husband Uriah killed in battle; he has a child by Bathsheba and 
the child becomes deathly ill and the prophet Nathan walks in. I love Nathan. He walks in 
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to the mightiest man on the earth and sticks his finger in his face and says, "Thou art the 
man. You know what you have done." And David weeps and he is broken and he begs for 
God's forgiveness and Nathan almost immediately replies and says, "You are forgiven. 
God will forgive you. Now, the child born will die." There are consequences to our sin in 
life sometimes but even I – are you listening – even I found this to be true: a bruised reed 
he will not break off. A smoldering wick he will not put out. Even when you have caused 
a wretched mess, he's got a way to bring good out of it in time. He'll take your ashes and 
give you beauty. That's what the prophet says, "He gives beauty for ashes." He forgives 
and there are some temporal consequences but even sometimes to humble us and make us 
more deeply understanding of his goodness, he'll take the mess we made with our own 
selfish sin in time if there's repentance, and turn it around to be a blessing. Now, God 
forbid you think for one second, "Well, I can sin and later be a blessing." You're going to 
get in God's woodshed and get in trouble. No sir, it's just that God has got a way of doing 
that.

Verses 15 through 17, "The eyes of all look to You, And You give them their food in due 
time. You open Your hand And satisfy the desire of every living thing. The LORD is 
righteous in all His ways And kind in all His deeds." He's kind in everything he does and 
one of the ways we think about the great goodness and kindness of God is look at the 
contrast with man. God is good in all his deeds, man is bad pretty much in all of his. Man 
is born bad, he lives bad, he dies bad, at least in and of himself. The Bible says in Psalm 
51:5, "In sin did my mother conceive me." When I was a one-celled human being in the 
womb of my mother, I had a sin nature. The Bible says in Psalm 58:3, "We go forth from 
the womb speaking lies." The moment we come into this earth, we're not God-centered 
and God-loving, where self-centered and self-loving. As we get old enough to know right 
and wrong, Isaiah 53:6, "All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one 
to," not God's way, "his own way." That's the way we are. We're just bad from beginning 
to end and when you're bad, it always ultimately leads to you being sad. Sin brings 
sadness. By the way, the longer you sin without consequence or without sadness, the 
greater the sadness will be when it finally does come and it's coming. Listen to me: 
unrepented of sin will always lead to heartbreak and sadness. Always does, always will.

So how can all of us who are bad and all of us who are sad somehow get glad? Verse 18, 
"The LORD is near to all who call upon Him." You call upon him. That is the provision 
he has. "To all who call upon Him in truth." The truth is you're a sinner. The truth is only 
Christ can forgive you. The truth is only Christ has become the expiation of your sins. 
Only Christ can wash them away. Only Christ can send the Spirit to live in your heart. 
That's truth. If you call upon him, understanding your sin and that Christ is the only one 
who can save, then he will be near to you. He will fix you. 

"He will fulfill the desire of those who fear Him," verse 19, "He will also hear their cry 
and will save them. The LORD keeps all," of those, that's those, "who love Him." Those 
who love him are those who have called upon him in truth. Verse 20, "But all the wicked 
He will destroy." So the psalmist ends this saying, "If you go to the Lord based on Bible 
truth, based on the truth that you are a sinner, only Christ can save, you come to him in 
faith in that and God's going to save you and he's going to satisfy you. He's going to 
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secure you forever. But those who do not, all the wicked, he will destroy." Child of God, 
listen to your pastor: these people that in open, boisterous celebration are promoting what 
God calls wicked are not getting by with it. "Well, but the Supreme Court." No, you've  
gotten mixed up. There is another Supreme Court. They are not, the psalmist says, "The 
wicked he will destroy." They are not getting by with it. By the way, if Jesus doesn't 
cleanse us, we're part of the wicked, but he has.

Verse 21, notice the gladness here, "My mouth will speak the praise of the LORD, And 
all flesh will bless His holy name forever and ever." David was a vile sinner. David was a 
failure. He was bad. It made him sad. But in God's grace, he turned out glad and so can it 
be with all of us.

Let's stand in prayer, alright? 
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