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The Joy of Abiding 
John 15:1-11 

BI: “These things I have spoken to you that My joy may be in 
you, and that your joy may be made full.”

Read John 15:1-11 

Introduction:  

      I admit to you that after preaching through the gospel of John 
for the past couple of years I have sensed a bit of urgency about 
getting to the end so that we can move on to another N.T. book. 
Nevertheless, as soon as I began studying John 15 I just couldn’t 
help it. I had to tap the breaks a little and slow down so that we 
could really take in the rich nourishment from the deep truths Jesus 
offers us here.  

     This will be our third and final week to study Jesus’ metaphor 
of the Vine and the Branches. For simplicity’s sake I have broken 
it down into five major themes. 

I. The Metaphor of our Union with Christ 

II. The Duty of our Union with Christ: 

III. The Proof of our Union with Christ: 

IV. The Privilege of our Union with Christ: 

V. The Goals of our Union with Christ: 

     Union with Christ is the point of this spiritual metaphor. Jesus 
is describing for us the dynamics of a life lived in union with God 
and the danger of living on our own apart from him.  
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      In the first theme “The Metaphor of our Union with Christ,” 
Jesus’ goal is simply to help us get our bearings on the key terms. 
We saw in v. 1-3 that the True Vine is Jesus, the Vinedresser is the 
Father, and the branches are those who claim to be followers of 
Jesus.  

     Second, we learned about “The Duty of our Union with Christ.” 
We discovered that unlike natural grape branches, which grow and 
bear fruit passively, Jesus’ true disciples have an active duty. We 
are to Abide in Christ. That is, we are to actively remain, stay, and 
continue to live in the Vine. To abide speaks of both “Union “ and 
“Communion” with Christ. That is, because we have been united 
with Christ (like a body to its head; like a branch to its vine) we 
must live in active communion with Him. In short, to Abide in 
Christ means we continually live in a posture of absolute 
dependence upon Him. We continually remind ourselves of the 
central truth of this passage; namely, that “Apart from me you can 
do nothing.” To abide in Christ means we look to Him alone for 
the life, power, and will to do all that He desires. 
    Augustine once prayed, “Lord command what you will, but 
Give what you command.” And this Jesus does like a vine to its 
living branches. He is our source of life and nourishment, which 
enables us to bear fruit for God. 
     We also learned last abiding in Christ does not simply mean 
bible reading and prayer. It is possible to read (even study) the 
Bible and to pray while at the same time maintaining and 
independent spirit that is not actively dependent on Christ Himself. 
Better a little knowledge of God word’s with full dependence on 
Christ than a full knowledge of God’s word with an independent 
spirit.
      I have met men and women around the world who had 
nowhere near the biblical training I have and yet it was quite 
obvious that their lives bore more fruit than my own because they 
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live in a deeper, active, joyful dependence on Jesus. It’s very 
humbling and oh so beneficial to see. 

So we considered The Metaphor of our Union with Christ, 
The Duty of our Union with Christ. Then we began looking at… 

III. The Proof of our Union with Christ 
1. The first piece of evidence that we are united and abiding in 
Christ is that we bear fruit. (Read v. 5). 

2. As we learned last time, the whole purpose for planting a 
vineyard is to harvest much fruit. EVERY branch that is united to 
and abiding in the Vine will bear fruit. In other words, there will be 
evident spiritual qualities born of his/her life that bring glory to 
God and minister to other people according to their true need. 
3. What we are talking about here are things like

• Ministering Love to one’s neighbors, and enemies.
• Experiencing joy in the Lord in the midst of tragedy and 

grief, or praise and worship.
• Pursuing peace with someone who is determined to spite 

you.
• Patience with someone who constantly stands in your 

way and slows you down.
• Kindness to people who are rude, harsh, and demanding
• Exercising self control under strong temptation to sin in 

response to being sinned against.
• Add to this list things like cheerfully giving to support 

the needs of others, being quick to pray, having a hunger 
for God’s word, worship, and being always on the 
lookout for an opportunity to share the gospel. These are 
all spirit fruits. They are fruits of the Spirit. They are 
evidence that Christ’s “Vital Sap” (the H.S.) is constantly 
bringing life to your soul. 
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6. If you are a child of God there will be evidence. In v. 8 Jesus 
says, “My Father is glorified by this, that you bear Much Fruit and 
so PROVE to be my disciples.” So the first fruit of fruit-bearing.
7. A second proof that one is truly in Union with Christ and 
Abiding in Him is very practical. It’s called, personal obedience. 
(Read v. 9-10)
8. Now it’s important to note the obvious here, that Jesus is 
commanding obedience in the context of our being loved by Him. 
As Paul says (2 Cor. 5:14) , “The love of Christ controls us…”  
The realization that Jesus loved him in such a manner that He 
willingly died in Paul’s place had a deep and abiding affect on 
Paul’s life. IN the next verse Paul explains, “He died for all, so that 
they who live might no longer live for themselves, but for Him 
who died and rose again on their behalf.”
9. In the normal Christian life believers understand that they live 
every day in relation to One who had everything at His disposal 
but gave it all up for our sakes. As Paul says (2 Cor. 8:9), “Though 
He was rich, yet for your sake He became poor so that your 
through His poverty might become rich.” To Abide in Christ 
means that we live in the inseparable presence of Jesus Christ who 
loved us like that. What’s the most natural and appropriate 
response to a superior who loves people like that? We gladly offer 
Him our obedience. 
10. Jesus is saying, Here is my love. Live in it! Drink it. Enjoy it. 
Let it change you, and rule you, and influence everything you do. 
What does the love of Christ move us to do? Anything He wants. It 
moves us to joyful obedience. And as we walk in obedience to His 
will we experience more of His love – we Abide in His love. 
11. Today in the evangelical church the idea of obedience has 
fallen into serious disfavor. There are some who suggest that any 
mention of things like commandments and obedience smacks of 
legalism and may even undermine the grace of God. But don’t tell 
that to someone who is living in obedience, who desires to please 
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God in everything and is grieved by their sin. They love to obey 
Jesus. They gladly say with the apostle John, “His commandments 
are not burdensome.”
12. It might be helpful to think of obedience not in terms of simply 
doing what you are told, but in terms of walking in harmony with 
Christ. 
13. Do you know what harmony is? Webster defines harmony as 
being “in agreement or in accord, or a consistent or pleasing 
arrangement of parts.” Every week Charlie, Marcia, and Diana 
(and others) come up on stage and play various instruments and 
sing a very complex assortment of parts, and when we hear it we 
find it pleasing and delightful. 
14. Now let’s say that when Charlie comes up here at the end of 
the service he announces that we are all going to sing “How Great 
Thou Art.” But when the music begins, Marcia begins playing the 
Stars Spangled Banner, and Diana begins playing “Moon River” 
while at the same time Charlie is strumming the chords for “How 
Great Thou Art, and the singers are all doing their own thing as 
well. Will that be pleasing? Will it bring you joy? NO! Why? 
Because they are not playing in harmony!
15. Listen to this: Those who are abiding in Christ count it a 
privilege to live in harmony with Jesus, just as Jesus loves to live 
in harmony with His Father. When a believer willingly walks in 
harmony with Jesus he/she comes to know the love of Christ in 
deeply personal ways. 
16. So don’t let anyone tell you that seeking to obey Christ’s 
commands is “Legalistic.” If you are obeying Him because you 
know He loves you and you want to walk in harmony with Him, 
there is nothing more pleasing to God. 
17. If you claim to be a follower of Christ and yet you mostly go 
through life making up your own rules and setting your own 
course, you may not be His disciple. 

�5



18. The evidence of a true disciple is that He bears fruit and live in 
obedience to His commands. These are the proof of our Union 
with Christ. This brings us to number four; 

IV. The Privilege of Abiding in Christ:
1. There are many personal benefits to abiding in Christ. When you 
surrender your independence to Him and let Him call the shots all 
kinds of wonderful things happen. 
2. We have already seen one, that we will know the love of Christ. 
But there is another benefit mentioned in v. seven (Read. V. 7)
3. This is an amazing promise, is it not? It’s the promise that when 
you pray to God and ask for anything (I take that to mean anything 
you need to bear fruit) god wil hear you and give that for which 
you have asked.  But notice the condition; “If you abide in Me and 
My words abide in you.” 
4. You see, answered prayer is a tremendous privilege but it 
reserved for those who Abide in Christ. If you take no delight in 
God’s word and are unconcerned about obeying what He says in it, 
then don’t think for a minute that God is hearing your prayers. 
Spurgeon says, “God will not hear our words of we disregard His 
words.”
5. But Jesus’ didn’t mean this to be a rebuke. He meant it to 
encourage His disciples. He wanted them to know that after He 
went to His Father they would not be on their own. Whenever they 
needed anything for ministry; anything for holiness; anything for 
ministering the word; anything necessary for bearing fruit all they 
had to do was ask. 
6. And this promise is for us as well. James says that “The 
effective prayer of a righteous man accomplishes much” (Jam. 
5:16). 
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7. How’s your prayer life? You say, “Well, I don’t do it much 
because it seems God never answers my prayers.” Are you abiding 
in Christ and does His word abide in You? Are you living in 
obedience to His commands? Maybe the reason we see so little 
answer to prayer is that we are so un-attentive to our walk with 
Christ. 
8. Calvin said “God will listen to the prayers of his people when 
they desire to be rendered fruitful.” Is that your desire? Do you 
want to be a fruitful branch in God’s vineyard? 
9. Those who abide in Christ, have the privilege of knowing the 
love of Christ. They also have the promise of answered prayer. 
And there is a third thing not mentioned here but back in chapter 
14.
10. Turn to 14:13-17 (Read). Here we have all the same elements 
promised. We have answered prayer (13-14). We have loving 
Christ evidenced by obeying His commands. But then Jesus adds 
the amazing promise of the indwelling H.S. The picture here is that 
you abide in Christ, Christ abides in the Father, and the Spirit 
abides in You. How’s that for encouragement. Everything we could 
ever need in order to live a fruitful life is freely given to all who 
Abide in Christ. 
11. These are the privileges of our Union with Christ. And that 
brings us to the final theme…

V. The Goals of our Union with Christ:
1. I see two goals in this passage. The first is found in the next 
verse (Read v. 8)
2. All they dynamics that are going on in this passage (Fruit 
bearing, obedience, the love of Christ, prayer) all of it has one 
ultimate goal in mind; that the Father will be glorified. 
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3. Throughout the Gospel of John the focus of Jesus’ life and 
ministry is the glory of His Father. 

• 11:4 At the tomb of Lazarus Jesus will raise His friend 
from the dead so that the Father will be glorified.

• 12:28 Jesus cried out, “Father, glorify your name.” Then a 
voice came out of heaven, “I have glorified it and will 
glorify it again.”

• 13:31 “No is the Son of man glorified, and God is glorified 
in Him.

• 14:13 “Whatever you ask in My name,, that I will do, so 
that the Father may be glorified in the Son.”

• 17:1 Jesus prays to the Father, “Glorify your Son that the 
Son may glorify you.”

• 21:19 Jesus revealed by what kind of death Peter would 
“glorify God.”

4. Jesus lived to glorify His Father. If we abide in Him; if we are 
walking in harmony with Him, we too will live in such a way that 
will glorify the Father. We will bear such fruit that we will show 
the world how glorious our Vinedresser is. Only He could create 
such a Vineyard. Only He can cause such fruit to be born. 
5. So the first and ultimate goal is to glorify the Father. But a 
second goal is one that Jesus offers us personally in v. 11 (Read).
6. Isn’t it amazing the Jesus Christ is concerned about our joy? He 
wants us to be joyful! The Christian life is supposed to be joyful. 
Joy is the second fruit of the Spirit after Love. 
7. So abiding in Christ is not merely a command. It’s an 
invitation!. “Abide in Me and I in You and you will bear much 
fruit, and you will know my love, and your prayers will be 
answered, and My father will be glorified in all of it! I tell you all 
of this for your joy!
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8. No wonder Paul commands us (Phil. 4:4) to “Rejoice in the 
Lord always! Again I say, Rejoice!” By this Jesus, the Father, and 
the H.S. are glorified – when we live a life that is filled with the 
joy of the Lord. 
9. And we will know such joy as we abide in Christ. As we daily 
surrender our independence in favor of being completely 
dependent on Him. As we fight for a deeper relationship with Jesus 
more than we fight against sin. As we approach His word daily 
NOT merely to check off our spiritual duty, but to grow in the 
depth of our personal, intimate knowledge of Him. As we engage 
in prayer NOT merely to have our annoyances lifted and our 
pleasures restored, but to fellowship with Jesus and ask for the 
things that will bear the most fruit for the glory of His Father. 
10. This is what it means to live in Union and Communion with 
Christ. It is divine privilege designed by the Father exclusively for 
those who are truly His disciples.
BI: “These things I have spoken to you that My joy may be in 
you, and that your joy may be made full.”
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