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Message:  Christ, Our Sufficient Provision for Spiritual Warfare, Part 3 

Text:           Ephesians 6:10-14

Introduction

  A.  There is so much evil in the world - ISIS, Al Qaeda, Hezbolah, Hamas, Boko Haram,.  No wonder, ...

    Ephesians 2:2  the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience. 

 1 John 5:19  the whole world lies in the power of the evil one. 

Ephesians 6:12  For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, against the

world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places. 

  B.  How do we fight such evil?

      1.  A major news channel interviewed a retired Lt. Colonel who said the U.S. needs to use “force with ferocity” 
against the Islamic terrorist group, ISIS, whose actions are so barbaric that even Al Qaeda condemns them.

      2.  According to Romans 13 God appoints governments to wield the sword against evil.  But how does God want
His people, His church, to fight against evil?   Do not fight evil with evil, but with righteousness.

   2 Corinthians 6:7 ... in the power of God; by the weapons of righteousness for the right hand and the left, 

Ephesians 6:10 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of His might.  Put on the full armor of God, so that 11

you will be able to stand firm against the schemes of the devil. ...  Stand firm therefore, HAVING GIRDED YOUR LOINS 14

W ITH TRUTH, and HAVING PUT ON THE BREASTPLATE OF RIGHTEOUSNESS,

I.  Put on the practice of righteousness in the image of Christ

  A.  The practice of righteousness in the image of Christ is the armor we are to put on.  The Scriptures define     
righteousness in two ways:

      1.  legal/forensic righteousness - what we receive through faith as a gift from God for our justification, for the
forgiveness of our sins.

Genesis 15:6  Then he believed in the LORD; and He reckoned it to him as righteousness. 

Philippians 3:9   and may be found in Him, not having a righteousness of my own derived from the Law, but that

which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which comes from God on the basis of faith, 

      2.  ethical/moral - what we practice by faith through the power of God, how we walk, behave.  This is the      
righteousness that Paul exhorts us to put on like armor, like a breastplate.

Genesis 18:19  "For I have chosen him, so that he may command his children and his household after him to keep the

way of the LORD by doing righteousness and justice, so that the LORD may bring upon Abraham what He has spoken

about him." 

Ephesians 4:24  and put on the new self, which in the likeness of God has been created in righteousness and

holiness of the truth. 

Ephesians 5:8  for you were formerly darkness, but now you are Light in the Lord; walk as children of Light  (for the 9

fruit of the Light consists in all goodness and righteousness and truth), 



  B.  Christ fought evil with righteousness, and one day He will judge the world in righteousness.  In Isaiah we see the  
  descendent of David, God’s Messiah coming to judge the world and punish the wicked by arming himself with 
   righteousness.  He fights evil with righteousness!  This is how we are to fight evil, by putting on Christ’s own

righteous virtues.

Isaiah 11:4  But with righteousness He will judge the poor, and decide with fairness for the afflicted of the earth; And He

will strike the earth with the rod of His mouth, and with the breath of His lips He will slay the wicked.  Also righteousness 5

will be the belt about His loins, and faithfulness the belt about His waist. 

Isaiah 59:17   He put on righteousness like a breastplate, and a helmet of salvation on His head; And He put on

garments of vengeance for clothing And wrapped Himself with zeal as a mantle. 

II.  Put on the practice righteousness by faith in Christ

  A.  The practice of righteousness is the product of faith in the Lord versus mere moralism.

Hebrews 11:8  By faith Abraham , when he was called, obeyed by going out to a place which he was to receive for an

inheritance; and he went out, not knowing where he was going. 

Hebrews 11:32   And what more shall I say? For time will fail me if I tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David

and Samuel and the prophets,  who by faith conquered kingdoms, performed righteousness .... 33

  B.  The faith that produces righteous in the image of Christ is the same faith by which we are justified in union with   
 Christ.

Hebrews 11:7   By faith Noah, being warned by God about things not yet seen, in reverence prepared an ark for the

salvation of his household, by which he condemned the world, and became an heir of the righteousness which is

according to faith.

  C.  Trust Christ to make us victorious over evil by fighting it in the image of His righteousness.

      1.  Job fought evil with righteousness

Job 29:14   "I put on righteousness, and it clothed me; My justice was like a robe and a turban.  "I was eyes to the 15

blind and feet to the lame.  "I was a father to the needy, and I investigated the case which I did not know.  "I broke the 16  17

jaws of the wicked and snatched the prey from his teeth. 

Job 1:19   and behold, a great wind came from across the wilderness and struck the four corners of the house, and it fell

on the young people and they died, and I alone have escaped to tell you."  Then Job arose and tore his robe and 20

shaved his head, and he fell to the ground and worshiped.  He said, "Naked I came from my mother's womb, and naked 21

I shall return there. The LORD gave and the LORD has taken away. Blessed be the name of the LORD."  Through all 22

this Job did not sin nor did he blame God.

Job 2:7   Then Satan went out from the presence of the LORD and smote Job with sore boils from the sole of his foot to

the crown of his head.  And he took a potsherd to scrape himself while he was sitting among the ashes.  Then his wife 8  9

said to him, "Do you still hold fast your integrity? Curse God and die!"  But he said to her, "You speak as one of the 10

foolish women speaks. Shall we indeed accept good from God and not accept adversity?" In all this Job did not sin

with his lips.

      2.  David fought evil with righteousness

1 Samuel 26:22   David replied, "Behold the spear of the king! Now let one of the young men come over and take it. 23

"The LORD will repay each man for his righteousness and his faithfulness; for the LORD delivered you into my hand

today, but I refused to stretch out my hand against the LORD'S anointed.  "Now behold, as your life was highly valued in 24

my sight this day, so may my life be highly valued in the sight of the LORD, and may He deliver me from all

distress." 

 



     3.  Christ’s apostle Paul fought evil with righteousness, and teaches the church to do the same.

2 Corinthians 6:4   but in everything commending ourselves as servants of God, in much endurance, in afflictions, in

hardships, in distresses,  in beatings, in imprisonments, in tumults, in labors, in sleeplessness, in hunger,  in purity, in 5  6

knowledge, in patience, in kindness, in the Holy Spirit, in genuine love,  in the word of truth, in the power of God; by 7

the weapons of righteousness for the right hand and the left,

Romans 12:17  Never pay back evil for evil to anyone. Respect what is right in the sight of all men.  If possible, so far 18

as it depends on you, be at peace with all men.  Never take your own revenge, beloved, but leave room for the wrath of 19

God, for it is written, "VENGEANCE IS MINE, I W ILL REPAY," says the Lord.  "BUT IF YOUR ENEMY IS HUNGRY, 20

FEED HIM, AND IF HE IS THIRSTY, GIVE HIM A DRINK; FOR IN SO DOING YOU W ILL HEAP BURNING COALS ON

HIS HEAD."  Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.  21

      4.  Jesus fought evil with righteousness and died so that we would die to sinning and live to righteousness!

1 Peter 2:24  and He Himself bore our sins in His body on the cross, so that we might die to sin and live to

righteousness; for by His wounds you were healed.  For you were continually straying like sheep, but now you have 25

returned to the Shepherd and Guardian of your souls. 

III.  Seek God’s grace to be trained and strengthened in righteousness

2 Timothy 3:16   All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in

righteousness;  so that the man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good work.  17

Hebrews 12:10   For they disciplined us for a short time as seemed best to them, but He disciplines us for our good, so

that we may share His holiness.  All discipline for the moment seems not to be joyful, but sorrowful; yet to those who 11

have been trained by it, afterwards it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness. 

IV.  Trust God’s power to protect us like armor through faith-produced righteousness.

  A.  Look at the Scriptures God has given us to encourage our faith in His armor to protect us.

Proverbs 11:4   Riches do not profit in the day of wrath, but righteousness delivers from death.  The righteousness 5

of the blameless will smooth his way, but the wicked will fall by his own wickedness.  The righteousness of the 6

upright will deliver them , but the treacherous will be caught by their own greed. 

Proverbs 11:18   The wicked earns deceptive wages, but he who sows righteousness gets a true reward.  He who 19

is steadfast in righteousness will attain to life, and he who pursues evil will bring about his own death. 

Proverbs 12:28   In the way of righteousness is life, and in its pathway there is no death. 

Romans 6:12  Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its lusts,  and do not go on presenting 13

the members of your body to sin as instruments of unrighteousness; but present yourselves to God as those alive from

the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness to God.

  B.  Don’t be deceived into thinking that putting on Christ’s armor of righteousness is optional equipment in our
war against the devil. Faith without such righteousness is dead, being by itself.

1 John 2:29  Now, little children, abide in Him, so that when He appears, we may have confidence and not shrink away

from Him in shame at His coming.  If you know that He is righteous, you know that everyone also who practices 29

righteousness is born of Him. ...  3:7 Little children, make sure no one deceives you; the one who practices  

righteousness is righteous, just as He is righteous;  the one who practices sin is of the devil; ...   By this the 8 10

children of God and the children of the devil are obvious: anyone who does not practice righteousness is not of God ....



Conclusion

  A.  Don’t put off putting on the Lord Jesus Christ.  

Romans 13:12  The night is almost gone, and the day is near. Therefore let us lay aside the deeds of darkness and put

on the armor of light.  Let us behave properly as in the day, not in carousing and drunkenness, not in sexual 13

promiscuity and sensuality, not in strife and jealousy.  But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for 14

the flesh in regard to its lusts. ... 18 and having been freed from sin, you became slaves of righteousness. ...  22 but now

having been freed from sin and enslaved to God, you derive your benefit, resulting in sanctification, and the

outcome, eternal life.

  B.  One day Jesus will return in glory just as He promised to fight all evil with righteousness - to judge the world in   
righteousness, to slay the wicked in righteous wrath, and to in righteousness deliver all who have put their       
hope and trust in Him.

Isaiah 59:16   And He saw that there was no man, And was astonished that there was no one to intercede; Then His own

arm brought salvation to Him, and His righteousness upheld Him.  He put on righteousness like a breastplate, and a 17

helmet of salvation on His head; And He put on garments of vengeance for clothing and wrapped Himself with zeal as a

mantle.  18 According to their deeds, so He will repay, wrath to His adversaries, recompense to His enemies.

Revelation 19:11 And I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse, and He who sat upon it is called Faithful and

True; and in righteousness He judges and wages war. ... 15 And from His mouth comes a sharp sword, so that with it

He may smite the nations.  And He will rule them with a rod of iron; and He treads the wine press of the fierce wrath of

God, the Almighty.

  C.  Riches, anger, retaliation, sinful pleasure seeking, alcohol, drugs, spite, quitting does not deliver us from wrath.    
Righteousness does.  So fight evil with good/righteousness - put on the Christ’s breastplate of righteousness.

Proverbs 11:4   Riches do not profit in the day of wrath, but righteousness delivers from death. 

1 Timothy 6:11   But flee from these things, you man of God, and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love,

perseverance and gentleness.  Fight the good fight of faith; take hold of the eternal life to which you were called, 12

Ephesians 6:10 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of His might.  Put on the full armor of God, so that 11

you will be able to stand firm against the schemes of the devil. ...  Stand firm therefore, HAVING GIRDED YOUR LOINS 14

W ITH TRUTH, and HAVING PUT ON THE BREASTPLATE OF RIGHTEOUSNESS,
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