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WILL YOU NOT REVIVE US AGAIN? 

Psalm 85: 1-13 and Daniel 9: 15-19 – Pastor Richard P. Carlson 

 

Today is the day of decision. That’s not my verdict. That is what the Lord says in 

Hebrews 3: 7,8, “Today, if you hear His voice, do not harden your hearts as in the 

rebellion, on the day of testing in the wilderness. That is what the Lord says in 

Hebrews 3: 15, “Today, if you hear His voice, do not harden your hearts as in the 

rebellion.” That is what the Lord says in Hebrews 4: 7, “Today, if you hear His 

voice, do not harden your hearts.” Beloved, God’s Word is still speaking to our 

hearts if we will only listen. “Today, if you hear His voice, do not harden your 

hearts. That means today is God’s day of conviction, God’s day of conversion,  

God’s day of repentance, and God’s day of revival. When God speaks to us about 

sin as the sons of Korah spoke in Psalm 85 to God’s people, what does it mean for 

us? It means that God ordains for us to be in the world, but not of the world. That 

means that God is calling us away from the world. Hear the decision God is calling 

for in I John 2: 15-17. “Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone 

loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him.  For all that is in the world—

the desires of the flesh and the desires of the eyes and pride of life—is not from the 

Father but is from the world. And the world is passing away along with its desires, 

but whoever does the will of God abides forever.” 

 

That choice is still before us. In Joshua 24: 14, 15 has the same call in the Old 

Testament, saying, “Now therefore fear the LORD and serve him in sincerity and in 

faithfulness. Put away the gods that your fathers served beyond the River and in 

Egypt, and serve the LORD. And if it is evil in your eyes to serve the LORD, choose 

this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your fathers served in the region 

beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you dwell. But as for 

me and my house, we will serve the LORD.” You ask, “What false gods have our 

families served?” It is different for each of us. Psalm 85: 6, “Will you not revive us 

again?” means we have to get the ocean of sin out of the boat or ship of our life. 

Our ship must be in the ocean to sail, but the ocean of sin must not be in the ship. 

So, I ask you, “Is the ocean of sin seaping or flowing or even surging into the ship 

of our own life? What about God’s church today? What false gods of our fathers 

are sinking our lives and trying to sink God’s church -- “Good Ship Grace?” What 

does God want to break our hearts over? What sins are separating us from Him and 

trying to sink His church? Now all of us can never forget the words of Jesus in 

Matthew 16: 18, “I will build My church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail 

against it.” How does God prevent the gates of hell from prevailing against His 

church? One of the major ways the Lord Jesus prevents the demise of His church is 

by His frequent calling of us to Himself and to His desire for our obedience and 
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yielding to Him, to revive us again personally and to revive His church again 

corporately. In 1852, Cecil Frances Alexander wrote the hymn, “Jesus Calls Us.” 

In the hymn we hear the insistent summons of the Lord “to press on to prize of the 

high calling of God in Christ Jesus,” as Paul declared in Philippians 3: 14, or 

“Christian, follow me,” as Jesus called to the fishermen, Simon Peter and Andrew 

in Matthew 4: 19, or “Christian, love me more, or more than these,” as Jesus called 

to Peter in John 21: 15. The words of this old hymn we need to hear afresh today 

for it addresses our idols. “Jesus calls us o'er the tumult of our life's wild restless 

sea; day by day His sweet voice calls us saying, 'Christian, follow me.' Jesus calls 

us from the worship of the vain world's golden store, from each idol that would 

keep us, saying, 'Christian, love Me more.' In our joys and in our sorrows, days of 

toil and hours of ease, Jesus calls, in cares and pleasures, 'Christian, love Me more 

than these.' Jesus calls us: by Your mercies, Savior, may we hear Your call, give 

our hearts to Your obedience, serve and love You best of all.” 

 

So what are these gods, these false idols that would keep us from loving Jesus best 

of all? Which false idols try to sink our ship and try to bring down God’s church. 

Let me share a few and as I do, I challenge you to write down on your notes any of 

them that you admit may be an idol—an idol as the sons of Korah wrote about here 

in Psalm 85, an idol that may be bringing upon us the anger of the Lord. What are 

they? Pre-marital sexual intimacy, divorce, being unequally yoked together with 

unbelievers, drunkenness, alcohol dependence, drug dependency and drug abuse, 

getting high, immodesty, pride and independence, legalism, malicious separating 

from family and brothers and sisters, anger and bitterness, false accusations and 

judgmental attacks are some of the false gods. Unwillingness to deny ourselves and 

take up our cross daily to follow Jesus, abortion, homosexuality and lesbianism, 

adultery, failure to obey the Word of the Lord and the clear promptings of His 

Holy Spirit, the lack of loving discipline in the home, husbands failing to lead their 

wives biblically, lovingly and sacrificially are some of the false gods. 

 

Robbing the Lord of tithes and offerings, accommodating sin with ungodly 

compromise, saying, “If my children are going to be promiscuous, I must supply 

them with birth control to protect them, railing on a brother or sister with cruel 

harshness, un-forgiveness toward a repentant spouse, father, mother, brother, sister, 

or child, unfaithfulness in God’s house and lack of love for His house, husbands 

dominating their wives with harshness, and failing to join their wife in mutual 

submission to each other as taught in Ephesians 5: 21, wives failing to follow their 

husbands in godly submission, and sons and daughters choosing to live in 

disobedience to parents are some more of the false gods that must go if God is to 

revive His church. Unwillingness to testify and witness the saving Gospel of Jesus 
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Christ, stubbornness, strife, foolish quarreling, factious dissensions, morbid interest 

in controversial questions and disputes about words, abusive speech with vulgarity, 

envy, evil suspicions, doubting the Word of God, denying God’s creation of the 

world, hatred, rivalries, orgies, stealing, mocking and reviling, gambling and 

swindling are more of the false gods the Lord wants us to put away. Covetousness, 

deceit, heartlessness without love for  our families, deceit, maliciousness, slander, 

boasting, disrespect of authority and godly leaders and the Lord’s anointed, failure 

to read God’s Word and pray, lying lips, pornography, murder, and sowing discord 

among brothers and sisters are just a few of the many false gods we must put away 

if God is to bring revival. Today is a day of decision! These are just 66 false gods 

or idols that block revival. 

The only way sin gets bailed out of our lives is if and when we obey the call of 

Jesus and heed His Word in II Corinthians 7:1 which declares, “Let us cleanse 

ourselves from every defilement of body and spirit, bringing holiness to 

completion in the fear of God.” We as God’s people must be faithful to remove the 

obstacles to revival in our own lives. Are you ready? Am I ready, and is God’s 

church ready for God’s purging, cleansing, detoxifying revival through Jesus’ 

blood, this purging that washes us afresh as white as snow and removes the poison 

idols and sins and false teachings we have swallowed and nurtured? Psalm 85 is a 

true call of God’s people to Him for revival. In these thirteen verses I find three 

important ingredients as we cry for revival to God in His church today.  

OUR CRY TO GOD FOR REVIVAL IS BECAUSE WE KNOW ONLY HE 

HAS BROUGHT REVIVAL BEFORE IN OUR SPIRITUAL DECLINE, 

AND ONLY HE CAN BRING IT AGAIN. (I.) Listen to verses 1-3 with verse 6 

“LORD, You were favorable to Your land; You restored the fortunes of Jacob. You 

forgave the iniquity of Your people; You covered all their sin. Selah. You 

withdrew all Your wrath; You turned from Your hot anger.” Remarkably, the sons 

of Korah are crying to God—saying “It’s up to You, Lord! You’ve done it before. 

Please do it again.” We find the words You or Your in these three verses 10 times. 

Notice then verse 6 as this son of Korah comes out with it clearly, “Will You not 

revive us again?” First of all, understand that this psalm reflects the feelings of the 

people of Judah shortly after the return and revival from 70 long years in 

Babylonian captivity, which was God’s discipline for their false gods and idols. 

The same thoughts are reflected in the prophetic books of Haggai and the first part 

of Zechariah. The revived people of Judah were restored to their homeland and to 

Jerusalem. They had gone back home with high expectations. Nevertheless, the 

harsh realities of starting all over again in the land of Judah, rebuilding the wall 

around Jerusalem and rebuilding the temple had stripped the people of the 
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imaginative charm of leaving Babylon. First of all, only a small percentage of the 

Hebrew captives in Babylon had returned. They had returned to a state of 

desolation in Jerusalem. And worse yet, they arrived at home in Judah to face not a 

little opposition, but a fight that was little different from what Israel is facing 

today. The great hopes voiced by the prophet Isaiah had not yet been realized. You 

can hear the gratefulness of the psalmist—see v. 1-3. At least a portion of God’s 

people had been restored from captivity, which was God’s 70 years of discipline 

for their worship of idols. This was the afterwards of discipline, that God had 

forgiven their sins and removed His anger. But as you read the psalm, we can’t 

escape the cry for another revival, both in v. 4 and in v. 6, we find the word 

“again.” More revival was needed again and again as it is for you and me.  

Beloved, God and God alone can bring revival. Revival is not and it never has been 

a work of the flesh. We cannot manipulate God or make revival happen. Even if 

we fast and pray for revival, remember it is God who has urged us to such fervency 

and He alone is the author of revival. From start to finish, revival is the work of 

God alone. Revival is not a spiritual game of chance where we keep spinning a 

prayer wheel until we come up with the correct combination or a jackpot that 

brings Holy Spirit revival. No! Not at all. The Lord of the church has designed and 

planned and purposed for us all as His people and as His church to be revived 

every time the need for revival exists. Yet be certain only God can bring revival.  

 

Yet, legitimately, you ask, “Doesn’t the Word of God promise revival in II 

Chronicles 7: 14 if we meet the conditions He sets down?” God’s Word declares,  

“If My people who are called by My name, shall humble themselves and pray and 

seek My face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and 

will forgive their sin and will heal their land.” All of those are conditions for 

revival are things God wants us to do to show that we admit our decline spiritually. 

But remember that it is the Author of revival who requires that we meet His 

conditions. (1) We must humble ourselves before God, with a profound sense of 

sin and with an awareness of the sore displeasure our sin brings to God, aware of 

the consequences of our rebellion and how far we have strayed. (2) We must pray, 

with a broken spirit, acknowledging our personal sin, and corporate responsibility 

for sin in sincere repentance, praying according to the Word of God and within the 

will of God and offering ourselves wholly to God. (3) We must seek God’s face—

seeking His will to do and His Word to obey, refusing to co-mingle God’s truth 

with any false teachings or false practices. (4) We must turn from our wicked 

ways, turning from every form of personal entanglement with sin, fleeing from lust 

and idolatry. Those conditions being obediently met opens the door for God and 

God alone to revive us again. Secondly,  
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OUR CRY TO GOD FOR REVIVAL IS BECAUSE WE FREQUENTLY 

NEED REVIVAL AGAIN. (II.) Notice verses 4-6. “Restore us again, O God of 

our salvation, and put away your indignation toward us! Will you be angry with us 

forever? Will you prolong your anger to all generations? Will you not revive us 

again, that your people may rejoice in you?” This is prayer that is pleading for 

revival. Hear the pleading of these sons of Korah. Doesn’t it break your heart to 

see some of our families and young people drifting far away from God? Do we 

care? Sin steals, kills, and destroys us and those we love. Sin first of all has us dead 

in our trespasses and sins. But after conversion and regeneration and the new birth 

in Christ, sin yet can invade our lives as believers as we give place to the devil. Sin 

infects us like leprosy, and sears our consciences and deadens our ability to hear 

the convicting voice of the Holy Spirit. Sin rots away our walk with the Lord and 

dulls our communion with Him. Sin attacks our minds, and sin makes us slow to 

cry out to God for revival, praying for the quickening work of God’s Holy Spirit. 

Sin makes us apathetic to God’s Word, and makes us revolt at hearing revival 

preached. Sin leads us to rationalize our status quo, to justify our sin or our 

haughty legalistic holiness without love, making us indifferent to the High Sheriff 

of heaven coming to tell us, “You are under arrest, and the Word of God is your 

warrant until we cry with David, “Against You and You only I have sinned.” 

 

You would think that a revived Judah or a revived person or church would be 

home free for the rest of our lives. Not true! That’s why we read, “again.” Even 

after the root of our sin has been exposed and dug out and purged by the Lord, and 

we are cleansed by His blood, we go back to old choices and habits. The habit of 

sin finds ways to re-invade our lives, even after tremendous victories, even after 

we have made our clear choice not to sin. Just when we think the battle is over and 

the problem we faced is licked, (look at Romans 7) there is the tempter again and 

we encounter the choice to sin again. He makes us think afresh we have no choice 

but to sin again, or he reminds us we are slightly soiled, greatly reduced in price 

because of past sins God has already forgiven us for. I see two emotions in verse 4-

6—God’s emotion of anger and indignation at our repeated sin—to going back to 

old habits God has already dug out. To the psalmist as he asks God to put His 

anger away, he asks, will You be angry with us forever? It will seem like God’s 

anger is prolonged if we prolong our days in sin. God will not put away His 

indignation at our sin, even if our sin is self-righteousness like the Pharisee who 

thanked God he was not as other men. None of us are sinless, and if we judge 

others and fail to examine ourselves, God’s indignation in our life will be fierce. 

Why doesn’t revival last? The only answer I can give you other than, “All we like 

sheep have gone astray!” is an answer you ladies know best. How many of you 

have had dozens of permanents in your hair? How long do these temporary 



6 

 

“permanents” last? Two to three months? You men know about batteries—how 

often do you need a new car or truck battery or Pastor Kevin, how often do we 

have to change the microphone batteries on our mikes? Our minds need renewing, 

Our dryness needs showers of blessing. Our wills need tested in forsaking known 

sins, so we cling to God alone and His Word. Unless a corn of wheat fall into the 

ground and die, it abides alone, but if it dies, it brings forth much fruit. The cost of 

revival fire for each of us is what God requires before He sends revival. It is the 

fuel our regenerated hearts run on. That fuel God’s revival runs on is obedience to 

God and yielding to His will and to the promptings of His Holy Spirit. The fire of 

revival in our hearts which God brings, is always in danger of going out. We all 

tend to fall away in our devotional lives with the Lord, in our love for His house, in 

our morals, in our ethics, in our refusal to listen to God’s warnings, in our 

rationalizations, in our motives, in our plans, and in our prayers. Revival is 

repeatedly needed because revival is not a green valley getting greener, but a 

valley full of dry bones being made alive again to be a mighty army for God. When 

we as God’s resurrected Bride speak God’s resurrected message, something 

explosive and dynamic happens. But when God’s resurrected people, under our 

own power and energy get our eyes off the Lord and onto control, power, place, 

position, dominating, manipulation, peer pressure, and harsh judgment, there is a 

terrible deafening silence from God. We may be full of words—even quoting His 

word, but until we confess our deadness and dryness and cry for His revival, our 

lives will be broken cisterns that hold no water. Thirdly,  

 

OUR CRY TO GOD FOR REVIVAL IS BECAUSE WE NEED GOD’S JOY  

IN US, HIS LOVE, PEACE, FAITHFULNESS, AND RIGHTEOUSNESS, TO 

PLACE US AND KEEP US IN THE WAY OF GOD’S FOOTSTEPS. (III.) 

Notice vs. 6-13. Watch for these revival indicators in your life that show you are a 

revived believer. “Will you not revive us again, that your people may rejoice in 

You? Show us Your steadfast love, O Lord, and grant us Your salvation. Let me 

hear what God the LORD will speak, for He will speak peace to His people, to His 

saints; but let them not turn back to folly. Surely His salvation is near to those who 

fear Him; that glory may dwell in our land. Steadfast love and faithfulness meet; 

righteousness and peace kiss each other. Faithfulness springs up from the ground, 

and righteousness looks down from the sky. Yes, the LORD will give what is good, 

and our land will yield its increase. Righteousness will go before Him and make 

His footsteps a way.” Watch! When has individual revival come to you from the 

Lord? First, your heart has been broken over sin before God. Then joy comes in 

Jesus. Don’t buy into counterfeits of joy, finding joy in trying to put others in their 

place, joy in trying to look good in your own eyes, or joy in proving others wrong 

and you right. No, revival joy is joy in Jesus. Don’t buy into words that say “I love 
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you,” but the tone of your voice and the superior air in your heart say, rather, “I 

pity you.” No, revival love as well as joy is in and from Jesus and it is contagious. 

It becomes viral. It is slow to speak, and when it must correct another, it is in the 

loving spirit of gentleness—Gal. 6: 1. “Brothers, if anyone is caught in any 

transgression, you who are spiritual should restore him in a spirit of gentleness or 

meekness. Keep watch on yourself, lest you too be tempted.” Watch out for self-

righteousness. It will never link with God’s revival peace. You will never find self-

righteousness kissing revival peace. But revival righteousness imputed by Christ 

through His blood and His cross will kiss revival peace. And watch out, revival 

does bring faithfulness, faithfulness that is a brother of steadfast love that meet 

together. Faithfulness in our marriage relationships and family relationships, in our 

extended family relationships, in our church relationships, and in faithfulness to 

God come when we are walking in the footsteps of God, in His way of revival. 

Beloved, if God is calling you away from idols, repent today, obey His call and be 

revived. Amen. 


