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What Do We have to be Thankful for & Who Do We Thank? 

Colossians 1:1–8 

August 10, 2014 
Sermon Outline 

Notes: 

I. Introduction 
A. Children’s Sermon 

1. Think of a person you trust. Why do you 
trust them? 

2. How do you learn to trust God/Jesus? 
Psalm 9:10  

…those who know your name put their trust in you, 

for you, O Lord, have not forsaken those who seek 

you.  

3. Praying on purpose 
a. Ask Jesus to help you understand 

the Bible/good news 
b. Ask Jesus to put His love in you 
c. Thank Him when He answers 

 
B. Why Should We Study Colossians? Ans. To 

Learn a Practical Theology (Jim) 
1. How does the gospel give us power in 

our struggle against sin? 
2. How does the gospel help us to avoid 

man-made religion? 
2 Peter 1:3 (My paraphrase) 
God by His own power has given us everything we 

need for life and godliness through the knowing 

Him…  

Key Idea 

Paul’s opening prayer reminds us who is responsible 

both for our faith in Jesus and for the resulting fruit 

of godliness. It also reminds us to pray for more! 

C. Greeting from Paul & Timothy (Col. 1:1–2) 
 

II. Deliberate Christian Prayer of Thanksgiving 
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A. We Always Thank God… 

Colossians 1:3 
3
 We always thank God, the Father of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, when we pray for you… 

1. …For Your Faith & Love 

Colossians 1:4 
4
 since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of 

the love that you have for all the saints,  

Psalm 30:12 (King David) 

…that my glory may sing your praise and not be 

silent. O Lord my God, I will give thanks to you 

forever! 

2. Gospel Growth is the Reason for Their 
Faith & Love 

Colossians 1:5–8 
5
 because of the hope laid up for you in heaven.  

 Of this you have heard before in the word of the 

truth, the gospel, 
6
 which has come to you,  

as indeed in the whole world it is bearing fruit [in every 

good work] and increasing [in the knowledge of God]— 

as it also does among you, since the day you heard it 

and understood the grace of God in truth,  
7
 just as you learned it from Epaphras our beloved 

fellow servant. He is a faithful minister of Christ 

on your behalf 
8
 and has made known to us your 

love in the Spirit. 

3. Not for Indulging Our Idolatry 
James 4:2b–5 

…You do not have, because you do not ask. 
3
 You 

ask and do not receive, because you ask wrongly, to 

spend it on your passions. 
4
 You adulterous people! 

Do you not know that friendship with the world is 

enmity with God? Therefore whoever wishes to be a 

friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God. 
5
 

Or do you suppose it is to no purpose that the 

Scripture says, “He yearns jealously over the spirit 

that he has made to dwell in us”? 
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a. Thank God I’m Gay 
Dear God, 
I don't know why or how you made me gay. I know that a lot of 
people feel that they were gay coming right out of the womb, but 
I don't feel that I was. I don't think my parents did anything to 
make me gay. I don't think I chose to be gay, either. To me it 
doesn't matter: If I had to choose, I'd choose to be gay. 
However you did it, or whatever the reason, thank you. Being gay 
has been the greatest thing that's ever happened to me. 1 

 

b. Thank God I’m not like other men… 
Luke 18:11–12 
11

 The Pharisee, standing by himself, prayed thus: 

‘God, I thank you that I am not like other men, 

extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax 

collector. 
12

 I fast twice a week; I give tithes of all that 

I get.’ 

c. How can you know? Ans. Are you 
most pleased with yourself, your 
circumstances or your savior? 

[This Idolatrous focus is what also leads us to become angry with God] 

B. Continual Prayer, Asking… 

Colossians 1:9a 
9
 And so, from the day we heard, we have not ceased 

to pray for you, asking … 

 
1. Filled with… 

Colossians 1:9b 

that you may be filled with the knowledge of his will 

in all spiritual wisdom and understanding… 

 

2. So that… 

Colossians 1:10 
10

 so as to walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, fully 

pleasing to him, bearing fruit in every good work and 

increasing in the knowledge of God.  

                                                 
1
 Cyd Zeigler. The Huffington Post. “Thank God I'm Gay.” Posted: 11/27/2013 
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3. Endurance with Joy… 

Colossians 1:11 
11

 May you be strengthened with all power, 

according to his glorious might, for all endurance and 

patience with joy…  

 

4. Give Thanks… 

Colossians 1:12–14 
12

 giving thanks to the Father,  

 who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of 

the saints in light.  
13

 He has delivered us from the domain of darkness 

and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved 

Son,  
14

 in whom we have redemption (release; deliverance), 

the forgiveness (remission; sending away) of sins.  

 

III. Summary & Application 
A. Summary 

Key Idea 

Look for, and thank God for the gospel graces of faith 

and love in one another and pray for a powerful, 

joyful endurance that bubbles over into an ever 

increasing thanksgiving for our great salvation. 

B. Look for Gospel Growth in Each Other 
C. When We Pray for Each Other 

1. Thank God for Gospel Growth 
2. Pray for Gospel Powered Joyful 

Endurance 
3. Thank God Continually for Our Great 

Salvation! 
 

 


