
The will of God

Intro.  “There are no 'if's' in God's world. And no places that are safer than other places. The 
center of His will is our only safety - let us pray that we may always know it!” 

This quote from holocaust survivor Corrie ten Boom.

We often say to one another as Christians as an encouragement 
“the best or safest place to be, is at the center of Gods will”.
And that statement is true. 

But what is the will of God?

It is a question that we all ask ourselves many times in our lifetime, what is the will of God for 
me? What does he want from me? What does He want from my life? What does he want me to 
do? Or where does he want me to go? 

These are questions often asked, and if we are not very keen in listening to his word we may 
never find the answers.

Our catechisms first question reads like this ‘what should be our chief aim in this life?’

Answer ‘To live in Gods fellowship, enjoy his favor, and obtain eternal happiness hereafter.’ 

And how do we do that? How do we live in God’s fellowship?  How do we enjoy His favor? 
How do we obtain eternal happiness hereafter? 

By abiding in the safety of His will and His word.

No, I won’t have the answers for what God is planning for you in your life this morning, or what 
He wants you to do, or where He wants you to go. 

Rather I have taken three key points as a general overview that will deal with how you listen and 
respond to what God is calling you to do. These three points are knowing the will of God, 
Disobeying the will of God and last Obeying the will of God and Today we will be using chapter
15 of first Samuel for the majority of this message the text that was read for us.

So with that will begin with point number one knowing the will of God

I. Knowing the will of God

In any transaction of thoughts from one person to another there must be communication, this 
communication must be either be through vocal or audio transmission or written format of some 
kind or some form of signing such as sign language and gestures or data in things like Morse  
code and brail. In communication there must be a speaker and there must be listeners or one who
sends information and one who receives information to be conveyed form one person to another. 



In knowing the will of God there is no difference, there is the speaker God and the listener man. 
We often hear of verses like 

 Psalms  19:1 The heavens declare the glory of God; And the firmament shows His handiwork/

Or 

Romans 1:20 For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes are clearly seen, being 
understood by the things that are made, even His eternal power and Godhead, so that they are 
without excuse,

These words are true, but without this book filled with His words which He conveyed to man, we
would never find His will for us.

The words in our bible come from God speaking directly to man or moved and inspired by the 
Holy Spirit as explained by Peter in 2nd Peter chapter 2 verse 21

for prophecy never came by the will of man, but holy men of God spoke as they were moved by 
the Holy Spirit.

Through this process he gave us the words we have today known as our bible and from these 
writings we say this is how the LORD speaks to us today. In the Old Testament God spoke to 
man directly, God spoke to Adam in the Garden of Eden and conversed back and forth with him 
telling Adam what He wanted him to do, God spoke to Moses who also communicated openly 
and freely with God in His plan for his people, later on it was through many prophets, who when 
they received the words of God they relayed that message to the people or person it was intended
for. This is what is happening in the text that was read for us earlier, taking us now to chapter 15 
of first Samuel. And we will begin looking at verses 1 -3.

1 Samuel also said to Saul, "The LORD sent me to anoint you king over His people, over Israel. 
Now therefore, heed the voice of the words of the LORD.
2 "Thus says the LORD of hosts: ‘I will punish Amalek for what he did to Israel, how he 
ambushed him on the way when he came up from Egypt.
3 ‘Now go and attack Amalek, and utterly destroy all that they have, and do not spare them. But 
kill both man and woman, infant and nursing child, ox and sheep, camel and donkey.’"

When we finally get to chapter 15 in the book of Samuel, Saul has done many foolish and 
disobedient things in the eyes of God. And in verse 1 we read of how Samuel the prophet speaks 
to Saul of what God said, and reminds Saul of where he came from and that it was the LORD 
that appoint him as king. ‘The LORD sent me (this is Samuel speaking) to anoint you (Saul) king
over His people, over Israel’ and then finishes with these words ‘Now therefore, heed the voice 
of the words of the LORD.’  Samuel is saying “Saul, this is God speaking to you, I may be doing
the talking but it’s God that is speaking, and Saul and you better listen”.

And with that Saul receives the instructions from Samuel of what the LORD was going to do. 



This is how God communicated His messages to the people or the king in this case, He spoke to 
His prophets and then His prophets spoke to his people. In this case it was the judgment against 
Amalek. 

But it is interesting to note that this was not the first recorded account of God’s will for these 
people. It was prophesied and recorded long be for Saul came on the scene, God was going to 
punish Amalek for what he did to Israel, when they ambushed Israel when they came up from 
Egypt in there journey to the promise land. 

Recorded by Moses we can read of this account in Exodus chapter 17 verses 8 to 16, where 
Moses had to hold his hands up for an entire day. 

8 Now Amalek came and fought with Israel in Rephidim.
9 And Moses said to Joshua, "Choose us some men and go out, fight with Amalek. Tomorrow I 
will stand on the top of the hill with the rod of God in my hand."
10 So Joshua did as Moses said to him, and fought with Amalek. And Moses, Aaron, and Hur 
went up to the top of the hill.
11 And so it was, when Moses held up his hand, that Israel prevailed; and when he let down his 
hand, Amalek prevailed.
12 But Moses’ hands became heavy; so they took a stone and put it under him, and he sat on it. 
And Aaron and Hur supported his hands, one on one side, and the other on the other side; and his
hands were steady until the going down of the sun.
13 So Joshua defeated Amalek and his people with the edge of the sword.
14 Then the LORD said to Moses,(here we have the message) "Write this for a memorial in 
the book and recount it in the hearing of Joshua, that I will utterly blot out the 
remembrance of Amalek from under heaven."
15  And Moses built an altar and called its name, The-LORD-Is-My-Banner;
16 for he said, "Because the LORD has sworn: the LORD will have war with Amalek from 
generation to generation."

This is the account that Samuel is referring to in verse 2, here is the battle where Amalek came 
and attacked Israel and God was angry with them and judgment would come as noted in verse 
14. 

Even in the prophecies of Balaam there was word of this judgment. As Israel keep moving 
towards the promise land Balak requested that Balaam should come and curse Israel but it didn’t 
work, Balak took Balaam to a place where they could see Israel and what did Balaam do? He 
blessed Israel, Balak got frustrated and took him to another place and said there you can see them
better from here and what did he do? He blessed Israel again, four times this happened and in 
that forth time Balaam spoke these words in Numbers 24 verse 20 

‘Then he looked on Amalek, and he took up his oracle and said: "Amalek was first among the 
nations, But shall be last until he perishes.’

If we turn to Deuteronomy chapter 25 verses 17 to the end of the chapter we read of the reminder
that Moses wrote in regards of this event.

17 "Remember what Amalek did to you on the way as you were coming out of Egypt,



18 "how he met you on the way and attacked your rear ranks, all the stragglers at your rear, when
you were tired and weary; and he did not fear God.
19 "Therefore it shall be, when the LORD your God has given you rest from your enemies 
all around, in the land which the LORD your God is giving you to possess as an 
inheritance, that you will blot out the remembrance of Amalek from under heaven. You 
shall not forget.

These events and proclamations were long before Saul’s time, before they entered the promise 
land before there was a king, or judges, before Joshua took them into the land, this was Moses 
speaking and writing of what was God’s will for Amalek, again the words of verse 19 

‘Therefore it shall be, when the LORD your God has given you rest from your enemies all 
around, in the land which the LORD your God is giving you to possess as an inheritance, that 
you will blot out the remembrance of Amalek from under heaven. You shall not forget.’ 

Israel was not to forget what the LORD had in mind for Amalek. The will of God was to remain 
in their minds what he was going to do to these people. Moses wrote it down You shall not forget
these people who did not fear God when they initially attacked Israel. 

And with that Samuel reminds Saul what the LORD wants done, this has been in the making for 
so long, it has been prophesied it has been recorded and now it is going to be fulfilled, at the 
hands of King Saul.

Verse 3 ‘Now go and attack Amalek, and utterly destroy all that they have, and do not spare 
them. But kill both man and woman, infant and nursing child, ox and sheep, camel and donkey.’ 

And as we read in Deuteronomy of how merciless Amalek was towards Israel and attacked the 
rear ranks, probably where all the stragglers are, probably all the older people, the younger 
children, mothers with babies the weak and slower ones, they were all tired and weary; and in 
this attack the Amalekites did not fear God, and given the amount of time from Moses to King 
Saul these people probably did not get any better but rather waxed worse and worse.

Kill everything and take nothing. This was the command and will of God. Leave nothing alive, 
not man not women no children or even babies, and no live stock.  I know I cannot yet 
comprehend why God did some of these things but just a few months ago we heard on the news 
of two 12 year old girls, who after watching some kind of horror fan club video, premeditated 
months ahead of time to the stabbing of another 12 year old classmate and carried out this 
gruesome plan in a nearby park where they enticed her to the forest stabbed her 19 times, they 
didn’t kill her for she managed to crawl to a nearby road and was seen by a cyclist and was 
rescued, later on we heard that the judge denied the request that the girls be tried as youths but 
instead will be charged as adults. 12 years old, you’d think at 12 years old they would be more 
concerned about having their hair clips match their socks. But these are the kind of things that 
happen in a degenerated society who do not know God or fear God. When we look at our world 
today and the sin and evil that is happening around us do you ever wonder if God’s patients will 
run out? It did for the Amalekites. 

It was recorded by Moses what God’ s will was for Amalek, we have it right here, this book, 
these pages, and these words are the complete and entire will of God, this is the communication 



He used. In this book we read of men who heard the will of God and lived there lives, some in 
victory some in failure, sometimes He works in circumstances around us, sometimes through 
prayer and others to guide us in His will for specific things in our lives, but always the answer is 
found in here.

But there is one thing that will either glorify God or get in His way and that is our own free will, 
I know that we may not always clearly see what Gods will is in our life and we often must spend 
much time in prayer for direction but one thing is for sure, once we know the will of God and see
and know what he wants us to do, we only have two options we can either obey or disobey, that 
is the choice we ourselves have to make, and that is the choice king Saul had to make, go and 
attack Amalek, and utterly destroy all that they have, and do not spare them. But kill both man 
and woman, infant and nursing child, ox and sheep, camel and donkey, and as Samuel told Saul 
what God wanted from him, he knew the will of God, he knew what his God wanted him to 
do.  So how about your life? Is there something God is calling you to do, has He revealed 
something in your life that He is asking for you to do? You have the choice, it may be difficult or
even unimaginable but there are two options, obey or disobey, Saul and the people chose the 
latter.

II. Disobeying the will of God 

As we move on in our chapter of Saul we also move to the second point, disobeying the will of 
God because that is what Saul did, he-disobeyed. It has not only been a few disobedient men that
have disobeyed God but rather the majority of mankind starting with Adam in the Garden of 
Eden. 

Let’s go back to second Samuel chapter 15, Saul, in his mission started out ok as we read in 
verses 4-7 

4 So Saul gathered the people together and numbered them in Telaim, two hundred thousand foot
soldiers and ten thousand men of Judah.
5 And Saul came to a city of Amalek, and lay in wait in the valley.
6 Then Saul said to the Kenites, "Go, depart, get down from among the Amalekites, lest I destroy
you with them. For you showed kindness to all the children of Israel when they came up out of 
Egypt." So the Kenites departed from among the Amalekites.
7 And Saul attacked the Amalekites, from Havilah all the way to Shur, which is east of Egypt.

As he gathered his army and numbered them to judge their strength, he warned the Kenites who 
were not be punished by this mission to flee lest they be consumed along with the Amalekites. 
But as soon as we step into verse 8 and 9 we see the disobedience of King Saul’s actions.

8 He (king Saul) also took Agag king of the Amalekites alive, and utterly destroyed all the 
people with the edge of the sword.
9 But Saul and the people spared Agag and the best of the sheep, the oxen, the fatlings, the 
lambs, and all that was good, and were unwilling to utterly destroy them. But everything 
despised and worthless, that they utterly destroyed.

Verses 8 and 9 describe very will what happened in this mission, first in verse 8 we read of Saul 
and that he Saul king of all Israel took King Agag alive. Now in history this was common 



practice in times of war, when nations fought one another and the winning side had defeated the 
others army they would capture its king and would keep him alive and make him watch in horror
as the remainder of his men were disposed of and women and children were either ravished or 
killed adding to the torment of watching the devastation of your people or kingdom in total 
helplessness and then, having the possibility of being put into a prison and living with this 
memory for the rest of your natural life. This is very well what Saul possibly had in mind when 
keeping King Agag alive, to humiliate him, to shame him, to make him suffer as destruction of 
his people lay before him. But this was not God’s will, judgment had all ready been made there 
was nothing that was to remain alive form this mission including King Agag. 

And then in verse 9 we read of the rest of what Saul and the people did, ‘But Saul and the people
spared Agag’ we already look at that part and then it continues Saul and the people spared Agag 
and the best of the sheep, the oxen, the fatlings, the lambs, and all that was good, and were 
unwilling to utterly destroy them. Here we have Saul and the people disobeying the will of God, 
and the commands of Samuel were not headed, it says the best of the sheep, the best of the oxen, 
the best of the fatlings, the best of the lambs and all of the best stuff that was good they were 
unwilling to utterly destroy them. But everything despised and worthless, that they utterly 
destroyed. 

Everything that was worth nothing or useless they had no problem getting rid of but the bible 
says that of all the best animals and all that was good they were unwilling to destroy. 

They were unwilling in obeying the command and will of God. And I pondered this when I 
wrote this could they have been unwilling to do these things and still obey? Or is it once you 
obey you become willing? for example when I tell my son Josh to take out the garbage to the bin,
I usually don’t get a smiling bouncing teenager just wanting to take out the trash, no I usually get
a response something like this, ‘why do I half to?’ ‘I did it last time’ or ‘its Jonah’s turn’ there 
usually not a willing heart in this task but he will still obey. Or when Liesa asks me if I want to 
wash the dishes I’ll say no I don’t want to was the dishes, but, I’ll do so because you asked me 
to. It’s like the paryble of Jesus in Matthew 21:28-31 (NKJV) where he speaks about the man 
with two sons and reads,

"But what do you think? A man had two sons, and he came to the first and said, 'Son, go, work 
today in my vineyard.' He answered and said, 'I will not,' but afterward he regretted it and went. 
Then he came to the second and said likewise. And he answered and said, 'I go, sir,' but he did 
not go. Which of the two did the will of his father?" They said to Him, "The first."

Now I don’t know if you can be unwilling and obey or because you obey you become willing, I 
don’t know which way is which and will need to think on that longer. But one thing I do know- 
is that if you are unwilling and you let that continue to control your decision too long it becomes 
disobedience and disobedience is sin and that is what happened here with Saul and his people, 
they let their unwillingness control their decision and the result of that is they disobeyed God and
did things their own way, thinking they know better than God. 

This is a problem that mankind has been faced with and struggled with since the creation of the 
world. In beginning with Adam in the Garden of Eden, God commanded then in Genesis 2 verse 
16 and 17 “And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, "Of every tree of the garden you 
may freely eat; "but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day



that you eat of it you shall surely die.” And what did Adam do? He ate of the tree, first Eve then 
Adam, his will to obey God was compromised by the choice he made, he disobeyed God and in 
doing so brought sin into the world. Once they ate their eyes were opened and realized they were
naked and what they did they sewed fig leaves and made themselves coverings and when asked 
what they did then they made excuses. When God questioned Adam his response was well the 
woman you gave me she made me… and then when Eve was asked she responded well the 
serpent deceived me and I … they made excuses and tried to cover and explain their sin and 
disobedience away. 

And this has been a problem man has had from that day forward until the present; our free will 
combined with our sinful nature, in me, in you, in all of us- wants to cover up and blaming others
for what we have done and as we look at Saul and go back to Samuel chapter 15 an see how 
King Saul followed this same pattern. 

In verses 10, 11 and 12 we read of how the LORD regretted setting up Saul as king and told 
Samuel what Saul had done and we catch up with Saul coming back from his mission and 
greeted Samuel in verse 13 

“Then Samuel went to Saul, and Saul said to him, "Blessed are you of the LORD! I have 
performed the commandment of the LORD.”

 As if he is completely oblivious to what God had instructed him ten verses ago. There is yet no 
acknowledgement of the disobedience he has committed in his voice, why? He did what he 
thought was right and good and in the best interest of God.” I have performed the commandment 
of the LORD”. 

And when he reaches Samuel, Samuel has one of those great come backs in the form of a 
question in which there is no right answer for in verse 14 

But Samuel said, "What then is this bleating of the sheep in my ears, and the lowing of the oxen 
which I hear?" 

The long question would have been like this “if I am blessed of the LORD and you have 
performed the commandment of the LORD and utterly destroyed everything of the Amalekites 
like you were told then what is the bleating of sheep I hear and lowing of oxen in my ear? Where
did they come from? Where did you get them? Then Saul begins the good old blame game, and 
just like Adam and Eve in the Garden, Saul starts his argument in verse 15 

And Saul said, "They (meaning the people whom he was king over and had power over) they 
have brought them from the Amalekites; for the people spared the best of the sheep and the 
oxen, to sacrifice to the LORD your God; and the rest we have utterly destroyed.” 

Is that not our natural sinful natured response when we are confronted with something we should
have done and didn’t? How often do you find yourself resorting to excuses or untruthful answers 
when you are confronted?   

Now Samuel, knowing that it there was no legitimate excuse but only obvious disobedience ties 
into Saul with the next verses form verse 16 to 19 



16  Then Samuel said to Saul, "Be quiet! And I will tell you what the LORD said to me last 
night." And he said to him, "Speak on."
17  So Samuel said, "When you were little in your own eyes, were you not head of the tribes of 
Israel? And did not the LORD anoint you king over Israel?
18  "Now the LORD sent you on a mission, and said, ‘Go, and utterly destroy the sinners, the 
Amalekites, and fight against them until they are consumed.’

These verses parallel verses 1,2 and 3 from the beginning of the chapter in explaining again to 
Saul where he came from and what he was to do and then closes with the very pointed question 
in verse 19 

19  "Why then did you not obey the voice of the LORD? Why did you swoop down on the spoil,
and do evil in the sight of the LORD?

And with that question Saul answers Samuel and traps himself with his own words, verse 20

 “but I have obeyed the voice of the LORD, and gone on the mission on which the LORD sent 
me, and brought back Agag king of Amalek; I have utterly destroyed the Amalekites.” 

But had he? Had he utterly destroyed them if one person remained alive? How could he say he 
had utterly destroyed them if king Agag was taken back alive? He was still alive, because it is 
further along in verse 33 is where Samuel executes King Agag and hacks him to prices, and then 
Saul repeats the same excuse as before except with a new ending verse 21 

"But the people (again blaming the people) the people took of the plunder, sheep and oxen, the 
best of the things which should have been utterly destroyed. to sacrifice to the LORD your God
in Gilgal.”

oh wait a minute, now the story changes, isn’t that what always happens with people avoiding 
the truth, the people took of the best things which should have been utterly destroyed and you 
knew this! And did nothing about it? You, king Saul, king over all these people and you did 
nothing to stop it? Why not?  Because Saul just like Adam and the rest of mankind have fallen 
and sinned in thinking that we can get away from our disobedience by covering up things in our 
own way, making excuses for not following His will and not owning up to our own sin, this is 
where we lose sight of God’s will and fail to live in Gods fellowship, or enjoy his favor. 

Samuel then rebukes Saul with the words of verses 22 and 23

22  Then Samuel said: "Has the LORD as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, As in 
obeying the voice of the LORD? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, And to heed than the fat
of rams.
23  For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, And stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry. Because
you have rejected the word of the LORD, He also has rejected you from being king."

Saul failed for the last time, his continued disobedience finally caught up with him in this last 
test and it cost him, it cost him his relationship with God, It cost him his relationship with the 
prophet Samuel for Samuel never saw Saul again after this incident, it eventually it cost him his 



kingdom when David grew up and succeeded him as king over Israel the last part of the last 
verse reads “nevertheless Samuel mourned for Saul, and the LORD regretted that He had made 
Saul king over Israel.

And my question for you today is ‘are you following the will of God’? Are you doing what He 
wants you to do? Are you obeying Him within your job, with your finances, with your children, 
with your own life? Is there something in this book that the LORD has revealed to you that you 
should or possibly shouldn’t be doing? This book is God speaking to us; this book is God telling 
us what he wants from us;- are you listing to it, to God? And if you are reading this book and you
are hearing Him, are you doing it.  Listen I can’t tell you here today what he is asking you to do, 
but I do know that you will find the answer in here. 

"Has the LORD as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, As in obeying the voice of the 
LORD? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, And to heed than the fat of rams.
Why? For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry. 

Disobedience has been a problem with mankind throughout all of history and goes hand in hand 
with the problem of wanting to do things our own way. As we mentioned Adam and Eve in the 
Garden of Eden they disobeyed and then made coverings of fig leaves, Abraham was promised a 
son but in disobedience he went and did it his way and had Ishmael, and many kings like Saul, 
who were chosen by God Himself, fell because of disobedience. 

Behold to obey is better than sacrifice and to heed than the fat of rams.

III. Obeying the will of God 

But our bible is also filled with many many people who have obeyed Gods will and it is through 
these obedient people and events that the power and greatness of God is reveled, Noah, who was 
to build a boat to save the world preached for 120 years that it would rain and flood the world, 
during a time which not a drop of water ever came from the sky until the day came that the Lord 
closed the ark and through Noah’s obedience mankind and the animal kingdom was not wiped 
out entirely. 

Gideon, with his army of 32,000 was trimmed down to a mere 300 and ordered by God to take 
on an army that the bible says lay laying in the valley as numerous as locusts and their camels 
were without number, as the sand by the seashore in multitude. Why? Because the Lord said to 
Gideon

 "The people who are with you are too many for Me to give the Midianites into their hands, lest 
Israel claim glory for itself against Me, saying, ‘My own hand has saved me.’ It was so that God 
would be glorified and it is when events are so impossible and the odds so great that if it 
succeeds the only way to explain it would be an act of God, a miracle so that the only one who 
could get the glory would be God Himself. Sadly it is not by the life of King Saul that we can 
give example to this last point, for after this last encounter God left him only to never to return to
him again.

The greatest example we can give in obeying the will of God is by our own Lord and savor Jesus
Christ. 



Isaiah prophesied of Christ like this in Isaiah 53 3-9 and I sure it is familiar to all of us.

3 He is despised and rejected by men, A Man of sorrows and acquainted with grief. And we hid, 
as it were, our faces from Him; He was despised, and we did not esteem Him.
4 Surely He has borne our grief’s And carried our sorrows; Yet we esteemed Him stricken, 
Smitten by God, and afflicted.
5 But He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities; The 
chastisement for our peace was upon Him, And by His stripes we are healed.
6 All we like sheep have gone astray; We have turned, every one, to his own way; And the 
LORD has laid on Him the iniquity of us all.
7 He was oppressed and He was afflicted, Yet He opened not His mouth; He was led as a lamb to
the slaughter, And as a sheep before its shearers is silent, So He opened not His mouth.
8 He was taken from prison and from judgment, And who will declare His generation? For He 
was cut off from the land of the living; For the transgressions of My people He was stricken.
9 And they made His grave with the wicked—But with the rich at His death, Because He had 
done no violence, Nor was any deceit in His mouth.

A man ‘who takes away the sin of the world’ became sin for us and took our place and our 
punishment upon Himself obeyed the will of God. 

Twice He prayed pleading in Matthew chapter 26 

"O My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from Me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as You 
will."
"O My Father, if this cup cannot pass away from Me unless I drink it, Your will be done."

Our Lord and Savior knew the will of God the Father, and knew what needed to be done to fulfill
it. And He did it for you, for me, for all of us.
 
Philippians 2:8 

And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point
of death, even the death of the cross.

Friends I can’t give you a better, or clearer illustration of obedience than that of Jesus Christ.

Jesus obedience in dying on that cross was so that you and I could live, it was his obedience unto
the point of death that gives us access to eternal life if we repent and believe, He did this for you 
and for me and for all those who come and name the name of Christ as there lord and savor. You 
see obedience will almost always cost you something in this life, if you believe like I do that the 
bible teaches that there is zero tolerance over alcohol for a Christian, it will probably cost you 
some friends, if you are obedient in not lying even over the smallest of matters it could cost you 
your job in some cases, if you believe in this book, in matters of relationships, marriage, 
truth and godliness it can and will probably cost you members of your own family. 

Because if you are not obeying God who are you obeying? As Ken Han said “There are only two
ways you are either for God or against Him.” And why would we not want to serve Him with all 



that we have and all that we are? He gave his life for us in obedience, why shouldn’t we live our 
life for Him in obedience, we know what He wants from us, we have it all here in this book. 
Sometimes He opens doors, sometimes he closes them, sometimes He says yes, sometimes no, 
and sometimes it’s wait and we as fallible man may not always recognize or understand what He 
wants us to do or where He wants us to go but one thing is certain, when we do know we, should 
be obedient to God and do it. 

Romans 8:29

For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son, that He 
might be the firstborn among many brethren.

And so in conclusion as we looked at three points, Knowing the will of God and looked at the 
life of Saul and how God spoke to man through his own voice to men and the voice of his 
prophets and still today we have His words guiding us in truth and infallibility of this book we 
call the bible. We looked at disobeying the will of God through the last test of Saul, his failure 
and this problem of excusing and covering up our sin because of disobedience has plagued man 
from the beginning of creation. And lastly we looked at obeying the will of God and the greatest 
example and gift that Jesus gave in His obedience for me for you for all of us. I know that there 
are an infinite number of situations of what his will is for all of us here today and there is no way
I could ever cover them all but my aim was to show from the life of Saul and scripture how we 
hear His will and the options we have as free will agents in this world today to choose to either 
disobey or obey the will of God.

Has the LORD as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, As in obeying the voice of the 
LORD? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, And to heed than the fat of rams.  For rebellion 
is as the sin of witchcraft, And stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry. 

My prayer is LORD that if you have revealed your will to some of us today or this week this 
month or year I pray we would all be obedient to your call to your direction your will from your 
word. I pray that we would have open eyes and open ears to see and hear what you want us to do,
and as Corrie ten Boom said

“There are no 'if's' in God's world. And no places that are safer than other places. The center of 
His will is our only safety - let us pray that we may always know it!” and if I may add “ and have
a willing heart and courage to do it.

May the LORD bless us here today Amen.




