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HISTORY OF JEWS SERIES – PROPHECY 

“The Most Remarkable Prophecy” (Daniel 9:24-27) 

For over 2,000 years since 63 B.C. when the Romans overthrew the Maccabee Jewish rulers, the 
city of Jerusalem has not been under the control of the Jews. This is a fulfillment of Biblical 
prophecy during the season known as the Times of the Gentiles,  
 

And they shall fall by the edge of the sword, and shall be led away captive into all 
nations: and Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the Gentiles, until the times of 
the Gentiles be fulfilled. (Luke 21:24) 

 
This period of time was one in which the Jews were blinded and were scattered from the Holy 
Land in judgment, which was prophesied in the OT, 
 

Let their table become a snare before them: and that which should have been for 
their welfare, let it become a trap. Let their eyes be darkened, that they see not; 
and make their loins continually to shake. Pour out thine indignation upon them, 
and let thy wrathful anger take hold of them. Let their habitation be desolate; and 
let none dwell in their tents. (Psa. 69:22-25) 

 
The Apostle Paul picked this up and applied it to his generation, 
 

What then? Israel hath not obtained that which he seeketh for; but the election 
hath obtained it, and the rest were blinded. (According as it is written, God hath 
given them the spirit of slumber, eyes that they should not see, and ears that they 
should not hear;) unto this day. And David saith, Let their table be made a snare, 
and a trap, and a stumblingblock, and a recompence unto them: Let their eyes be 
darkened, that they may not see, and bow down their back alway. I say then, 
Have they stumbled that they should fall? God forbid: but rather through their fall 
salvation is come unto the Gentiles, for to provoke them to jealousy. (Romans 
11:7-11) 
 

THE MOST REMARKABLE PROPHECY IN THE BIBLE 
 
The rejection of the Lord Jesus Christ by the majority of the Jewish people, “He came unto His 
own, and His own received Him not.” (John 1:11) is not something that can easily be excused. In the 
Book of Daniel the Lord gave to Daniel a most remarkable prophecy about the coming of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. This prophecy pinpoints the exact moment in history when the Jewish 
Messiah would present Himself to the Jewish people. Sir Isaac Newton wrote that we could stake 
the truth of Christianity on that prophecy alone, made five centuries before Christ. It is the 
backbone prophecy of the past, present, and future, 
 

Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people and upon thy holy city, to finish 
the transgression, and to make an end of sins, and to make reconciliation for 
iniquity, and to bring in everlasting righteousness, and to seal up the vision and 
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prophecy, and to anoint the most Holy. Know therefore and understand, that 
from the going forth of the commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem unto 
the Messiah the Prince shall be seven weeks, and threescore and two weeks: the 
street shall be built again, and the wall, even in troublous times. And after 
threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off, but not for himself: and the 
people of the prince that shall come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary; and 
the end thereof shall be with a flood, and unto the end of the war desolations are 
determined. And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week: and in 
the midst of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and 
for the overspreading of abominations he shall make it desolate, even until the 
consummation, and that determined shall be poured upon the desolate. (Daniel 
9:24-27) 

 
This prophecy is clearly about the future of the Jews and Jerusalem, “Seventy weeks are determined 
upon thy people and upon thy holy city” (v24a). 

We need to break this amazing prophecy down. The term in v24 of “weeks” is a Hebrew 
word that simply means a “unit of seven” so “Seventy weeks” means “70 units of seven.” It could 
therefore be interpreted as 70 x 7 weeks or 70 x 7 years (cf. Lev. 25:8; Num. 14:34; Ezek. 4:6). 
Most commentators believe that the context requires it to be taken as 70 x 7 years or 490 years as 
that makes logical sense with the biblical timeline. 
 
The calculations in the prophecy is broken down into three distinct parts: 
 
(PART 1) The first part is “that from the going forth of the commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem 
unto the Messiah the Prince shall be seven weeks….”  
 
This “seven weeks” is 7 x 7 =49 years.  
 
When did this period begin and end? The most common view is that this is the decree of 
Artaxerxes in 444 B.C. allowing Nehemiah to return to Jerusalem to supervise the rebuilding of 
the city walls. This was “in the month Nisan, in the twentieth year of Artaxerxes the king….” (Neh. 2:1) 
This period of 49 years ends with the wall of Jerusalem rebuilt and the end of the OT revelation.  
 
(PART 2) The second part refers to “And after threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off, but not 
for Himself and the people of the prince that shall come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary; and the end thereof 
shall be with a flood, and unto the end of the war desolations are determined.”  
 
This “threescore and two weeks” is 62 x 7 years = 434 years.  
 
This gives us a total in the first two sections of 49 +434 = 483 years (or 173,880 days as 
Jewish lunar year has 360 days) 
 
This 483 years (or 173,880 days) was fulfilled from the 444 B.C. decree of Artaxerxes to the 
triumphal entry of the Lord Jesus Christ in the month Nisan of the year 33 A.D.1 recorded in 
                                                

1 some argue its 445 B.C and 32 A.D. but either way the calculation remains same.  
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Matthew 21:1-9. This was just a few days before His crucifixion or when “Messiah be cut off.” S. 
Lewis Johnson explains the calculation using 5th March 444 B.C. as the day of the decree of 
Artaxerxes and the 30th March 33 A.D. as the day of Christ’s triumphal entry into Jerusalem, 
 

Consequently from 444 BC to AD 33 is 476 years. That equals…173,855 days, and since 
there are some days from March 5th to March 30th we add 25 days and we have 173,880 
days from the time of the decree of Artaxerxes to Messiah the Prince according to that 
25th verse. So, we divide 173,880 days by 360 days a year, and we come to 483 years, 
which is of course the 49 plus the 434. And the 483 divided by seven, which is of course 
because these are seven weeks of years, we have 69 weeks of years thus QED. We know 
then that from the decree to rebuild and restore Jerusalem, the decree of Artaxerxes, the 
end of the 483 years, the 69 weeks is March 30, 33 AD. 

 
We must marvel at the amazing accuracy of this prophecy. A Gentile king issued a decree that 
483 years later culminates with the crucifixion of the Messiah. Exactly as God promised! The 
rejection and death of the Messiah in His first appearing should not be surprising. His death was 
prophesied in the OT Scriptures repeatedly such as Isaiah 53:3-8. 

This crucifixion when “Messiah be cut off….” leads to a subsequent judgment of the Jews 
and Jerusalem, “…the people of the prince that shall come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary; and the end 
thereof shall be with a flood, and unto the end of the war desolations are determined.” This destruction was 
fulfilled when Titus’ armies destroyed the temple, the city, and scattered the remaining Jews 
around the world in 70 A.D. 
 
(PART 3) The final part is “And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week: and in the midst of 
the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and for the overspreading of abominations he shall 
make it desolate, even until the consummation, and that determined shall be poured upon the desolate.” (v26) 
The “he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week” here is not the Lord Jesus Christ. Rather it 
is the antichrist. With the true Messiah “cut off” the devil seizes the opportunity to introduce his 
man the antichrist. He will seek to take the place of the true Christ (anti means “against” or 
“instead of”).  

There is a gap between the 69 weeks and the last week of Daniel’s 70 weeks prophecy. So 
far the gap has lasted almost 2,000 years since Messiah was cut off in crucifixion. Ray Pritchard 
points out,  
 

I don’t think we should be surprised at this since the text itself mentions two events that 
happen between the 69th and 70th weeks. First, the Messiah must be “cut off,” and 
second, Jerusalem will be sacked by the Roman army. The very end of verse 26 says that 
wars will continue until the end, which seems to imply a long and undefined period. 

 
The OT prophecies of Jesus Christ often juxtapose together aspects of His first and 

Second Coming. The indeterminate temporal “gap” does not pose a problem for the biblical 
scholar. For instance, Isaiah 9 places together in one section certain aspects of the First and 
Second Coming of Christ, 
 

For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be 
upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The 
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mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his 
government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon 
his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judgment and with justice from 
henceforth even for ever. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform this. (Isa. 9:6-
7) 

 
HOW TO UNDERSTAND THE TIMING OF THE LAST WEEK? 
 
The “one week” is following the timeframe above a period of seven years i.e. 1 x 7 = 7 years 
 
When Christ was crucified and Jerusalem destroyed by Titus there are no credible candidates to 
date to carry out these prophesied functions of “And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one 
week: and in the midst of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and for the overspreading 
of abominations he shall make it desolate, even until the consummation, and that determined shall be poured upon 
the desolate.” Daniel revealed his identity more fully in Chapter 7 and 11 as the antichrist. John 
gives us even greater detail in Revelation 13-19 and Paul references him in 2 Thessalonians 2:3-
10 as the “man of sin.” 
 

 
 
 

So in this final part of the prophecy we are placed in a 7 year period called the “Great 
Tribulation” detailed in Revelation and by the Lord Jesus Christ in His Olivet Discourse, “For 
then shall be great tribulation, such as was not since the beginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever shall be.” 
(Matt. 24:21) The covenant is an agreement between the Jews and the antichrist. It seems some 
sort of peace agreement to allow them to live in peace and sacrifice in peace on the Temple 
Mount in a rebuilt Jewish Temple. Interestingly, today that is the longing of every Jew. They are 
willing to do anything to accomplish this dream. Any man who could pull this off for them they 
would consider as their Messiah.  

However, in the middle of the 7 years (3 and a half years) we are told, “he shall cause the 
sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and for the overspreading of abominations he shall make it desolate.” Most 
commentators view this as a point when the antichrist ceases the animal sacrifices in the temple 
in Jerusalem and demands that worship is directed to him alone. This corresponds to the 
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infamous “mark of the beast” mentioned in Revelation 13 and what Christ described as a future 
reference point in Matthew 24, 

 
When ye therefore shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel 
the prophet, stand in the holy place, (whoso readeth, let him understand:) (Matt. 
24:15) 

 
The Apostle Paul referred to this act of self-idolatry of the coming antichrist in 2 Thessalonians 
2:4, “Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped; so that he as God 
sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is God.” 

The final part of the Great Tribulation will be one of unprecedented bloodshed by the 
forces of antichrist against the saints of God.  In Revelation 12:6 and Revelation 13:5 we 
discover the antichrist wages this campaign for “forty and two months,” which is three and a half 
years. Alongside that God will unleash terrible judgments on rebellious mankind. It will 
culminate in the spiritual salvation of the Jewish people and then the destruction of antichrist 
and his armies by the Lord Jesus Christ (Rev. 19:16, 20).  
 
FAILURE OF THE JEWS TO RECOGNISE CHRIST 
 
There was no excuse for the Jews not to have recognised their Messiah. The timeframe was 
explicitly spelt out for them in Daniel 9. The leaders of Judaism had an intimate head knowledge 
of the prophecies concerning the Messiah (cf. Matt. 2:5; 22:41) The Jewish leaders were well 
aware of Daniel’s prophecy and prophetic interest as the period of time drew near. Sects like the 
Essenes sprung up with apocalyptic Messianic views.  

We know that they was great speculation in this timeframe about men like John the 
Baptist being the Messiah, “And as the people were in expectation, and all men mused in their hearts of 
John, whether he were the Christ, or not.” (Luke 3:15) There were devout believers waiting and 
watching like Simeon and Anna. Simeon was “waiting for the consolation of Israel” (Luke 2:25). 
Indeed we read of Anna and others expectant, “And she coming in that instant gave thanks likewise 
unto the Lord, and spake of him to all them that looked for redemption in Jerusalem.” (Luke 2:38) The Wise 
Men from the East may have come from Babylon and been stirred to look for Messiah by the 
prophecies of Daniel.  

The Lord Jesus warned the unbelieving Jews the City and temple would be destroyed 
because “thou knewest not the time of thy visitation” i.e. they should have known when He came, 
 

And when he was come near, he beheld the city, and wept over it, Saying, If thou 
hadst known, even thou, at least in this thy day, the things which belong unto thy 
peace! but now they are hid from thine eyes. For the days shall come upon thee, 
that thine enemies shall cast a trench about thee, and compass thee round, and 
keep thee in on every side, And shall lay thee even with the ground, and thy 
children within thee; and they shall not leave in thee one stone upon another; 
because thou knewest not the time of thy visitation. (Luke 19:41-44) 

 
FUTURE REVIVAL OF JEWS 
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Israel’s failure is not a total failure. Jews dominated the early church. The 12 Apostles were 
Jewish. There is even now a remnant according to the election of grace. It is not true to say that 
Israel has totally failed. Israel has only partially failed. But even this partial failure is not final. In 
the future the partial failure will give way to a glorious restoration and spiritual revival. The dry 
bones will live again. The promises of God are promises that He keeps.  
 This gap of almost 2,000 years when Israel is in a kind of limbo awaiting the prophetic 
clock to start ticking on the 70th week of Daniel’s prophecy fits perfectly with the metaphor used 
by the Apostle Paul in Romans 11 of an olive tree. The wild olive branch of Gentiles is grafted 
into the natural olive tree branch of Jewish Israel through Christ. This is because of the judicial 
blindness of Israel. In this two millennia gap God’s redemptive purpose of bringing the gospel to 
the Gentiles will have to be fulfilled. The Gentiles will control Jerusalem (cf. Luke 21:24) and the 
Jews will be scattered. Then the Times of the Gentiles will come to an end and Israel will move back 
onto the central stage. Despite existing most of their national life in exile, dispersed throughout 
the globe the Jews remain a distinct people, even if they are the smallest race of people in 
existence. The promised re-gathering began in the middle of the twentieth century and is still 
continuing. Daniel’s last week can now begin at any moment.  

Paul promised that one day in the future the national blindness will be lifted and the 
branches of the natural olive tree of the Jews flourishing again, “how much more shall these, which be 
the natural branches, be grafted into their own olive tree?” (Rom. 11:24) This is part of God’s unbreakable 
covenantal promise, “And so all Israel shall be saved: as it is written, There shall come out of Sion the 
Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob: For this is my covenant unto them, when I shall take 
away their sins.” (Rom. 11:26-27) 
 Then the Messiah the Jews “cut off” in Daniel 9:26 in 30 A.D. will be the same Messiah 
they will finally embrace, 
 

And I will pour upon the house of David, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, 
the spirit of grace and of supplications: and they shall look upon me whom they 
have pierced, and they shall mourn for him, as one mourneth for his only son, and 
shall be in bitterness for him, as one that is in bitterness for his firstborn. (Zech. 
12:10) 

 
The Saviour they rejected and pierced is the One who will return to save them spiritually and 
physically,  
 

In that day shall the Lord defend the inhabitants of Jerusalem; and he that is 
feeble among them at that day shall be as David; and the house of David shall be 
as God, as the angel of the Lord before them. And it shall come to pass in that 
day, that I will seek to destroy all the nations that come against Jerusalem. (Zech. 
12:8-9) 

 
What a day of great rejoicing that will be.  
 
 
 


