
 WORSHIPING ON THE LORD’S DAY 
August 2, 2015 

 
Worship, as God intended, is a supernatural event. As we enter 
into this service of worship, we cross the threshold of the secular 
to the sacred, from the common to the uncommon, from the 
profane to the holy. Prepare yourself therefore for this most 
holy convocation! 

Prelude 
Worship Theme Christ is the Light 
 

John 1:1-5: “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word 
was with God, and the Word was God.  He was in the 
beginning with God.  All things came into being by Him, and 
apart from Him nothing came into being that has come into 
being.  In Him was life, and the life was the light of men.  And 
the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not 
comprehend it.” 

 
God Calls us to Worship Before the Cross Ps. 139:11, 14 
+We Adore Him 

  Hymn #25, "O Light That Knew No Dawn” 
 
   We Confess Our Sin 
 

 Most holy and merciful Father, we acknowledge and 
confess before You, our sinful nature prone to evil and lazy 
in good; moreover, we have fallen short of Your standards, 
and transgressed Your laws.  You alone know how often we 
have sinned- in wandering from Your ways, in wasting Your 
gifts, in forgetting Your love.  But, O Lord, have pity on us! 
We are ashamed and sorry for everything that has 
displeased You.  Cleanse us from our secret faults; forgive 
our sins for the sake of Your dear Son; teach us to hate our 
errors and forsake them.  O Father and Son, send Your 
Spirit to enable us to live in Your light and walk in Your 
ways.  Amen. 

 
 We Thank Him For His Forgiveness 
  Hymn #119, "I Sing Th' Almighty Pow'r” 
 

God Calls us to Worship Thru Dedication Eph. 5:8-9 
 We Give Him Our Offering & Concerns 

 
 We Give Him Ourselves 

  Hymn #529, "Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” 
 
God Calls us to Worship Thru Fellowship Jn. 12:35-36 
 We Read His Word 
 
 Sermon 
 
  *We Partake Of The Lord’s Supper 
  Hymn #170, "Fairest Lord Jesus” 
 
God Blesses us in the Benediction 
Welcome and Announcements 
Postlude 
(Containers have been placed at the front for communion cups and small trash) 

+You are invited to raise your hands during the prayer of adoration. 
*Visitors, please see note below on the Lord’s Supper.  



    

A Persian proverb reads, 
“Night hides the world, 
but reveals a universe.” 

J. C. Philpot wrote, “The very storms through which the believer passes, will only strengthen him to take a firmer 
hold of Christ. As the same wind that blows down the poplar tree, only establishes the oak tree; so the very storms 
which uproot the shallow professor, only root the child of God more firmly in Christ.  Though these storms may 
shake off some of his leaves, or break off some of the rotten boughs, they do not uproot his faith- but rather 
strengthen it. (Philpot, Christ Jesus the Lord Received and Walked In) 
 
Thomas Watson observed, “Jonah was asleep in the ship, but at prayer in the whale’s belly.” (The Lord’s Prayer) 
 

A Cross-Section of an Effective Minister, Pt. 2 
1 Thessalonians 2:1-12 

Study Notes for August 2, 2015 
 
I. Introduction 
 
II. A Cross-Section of an Effective Minister, 1 Thes. 2:1-12. 
 A. He has a Divinely Wrought Boldness, v. 2. 
 B. He is Driven by a Passion to Please God, vv. 3, 4b. 
 
 C. He is Tempered by God, v. 4a. 
 

The word for “approved” is δοκιμάζω (dokimazō) which refers to a test that is performed to ascertain the worth, 
value, or true identity of someone or something.  For example consider 2 Cor. 13:5, 3; 1 Cor. 3:13; 1 Thes. 
5:21-22… 
 
 
 You would think that this “test” would be a one-time thing in the life of a servant of Christ…  But that is NOT 
the way it goes in God’s Kingdom or in ministry.  Notice… 
 
 1. The word here for “approved” is in the perfect tense… 
 
 
 2. Paul uses the word again in reference to the Christian, but this time places it in the present tense… 

 
 

Accordingly as a minister in Christ’s Kingdom, Paul understood that he was ALWAYS in the crucible- ALWAYS 
on the operating table! No doubt this is how Paul processed the “opposition” that he received everywhere he went in 
his ministry.  It comes with the job! 
 
 Important occupations require continuing education and testing.. 

 
 
 

Don’t miss it! Paul had been entrusted with something far more precious, more valuable, and more enduring… 
“the gospel of God!” Ought we NOT therefore to expect that if a person is commissioned with something so 
important that they ought to be tried/tempered/tested continually that they might always be on their game? 
Indeed! 

 
Where We Live 
 1. What have you become in Christ? Servants of the Living God entrusted with the Gospel! In light of this, do 

you understand what now is and will be a major part of the various and sundry providences God has 
ordained for your life? 

 
 
 
   2. Temporary trials and difficulties may darken our happiness, but by God’s grace they will reveal what we 

are before the Lord! That is the intended result of all of God’s tempering (cf. Rom. 5:3-4; 2 Cor. 8:1-2; Jam. 
1:2-3; 1 Pet. 1:6-7)… 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
   3. This is what God is about when it comes to His servants! He tempers them, refines them, and so produces in 

them the glorious attributes of a humble and meek servant! For truly, the stakes are too high NOT to ensure 
our ongoing suitableness for ministry! 



    

Thomas Boston asked, “What master would endure that servant, to whom he has given 
money wherewith to buy a suit of good clothes to his master, if he should take that money, 
and buy therewith a suit to himself? (The Art of Man-Fishing, p. 21) 
 

 D. He Views Himself as a Servant of the Body of Christ, v. 5. 
 

We briefly discussed this last week as this was a primary characteristic of the many “pleaders for a cause” in Paul’s 
day.  Their exhortation was all about “pleasing man”- tickling their ears (cf. v. 4)! As Paul here turns his focus to this 
characteristic, let’s do the same. 
 

“Flattery”: κολακεία (kolakeia) which is only used here in the NT.  In fact, it comes from a verb which is NOT 
used at all in the NT.  Accordingly to understand this word we turn first to secular literature written at the time 
of Paul… 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
“Pretext”: πρόφασις (prophasis) which also speaks of lying, deceit, and that of a false-front.  For example, 
consider Acts 27:30; Mk. 12:40; Lk. 20:47; Phil. 1:18… 

 
 
 
 
 

…in each of these examples the idea is that of play acting, putting on a show to hide ones true motives.  In fact, 
the RSV uses the vivid expression, “a cloak for greed.” 

 
Together, we get the idea of what Paul is saying here.  What again were the motives of the many pleaders with a 
cause in Paul’s day? They wanted money plain and simple! Accordingly, their impassioned speeches were NOT for 
the benefit of their hearers (though they made it sound like that), BUT for themselves! This could not be named 
among Paul.  The Apostle did NOT minister as a front for self-promoting desires.  Rather, he understood that he had 
been placed in the body for its benefit! 
  
Where We Live 
 1. We would do well to listen to Paul at this point.  It is a very serious sin to manipulate people in order to 

achieve a personal goal.  How much more so when we use the things of the Lord to promote or further our 
own agenda? 

 
 
 
 
 
   2. Yet this is what we do when we use the things of the Lord to promote our own end.  I referenced this last 

week; it is called adulterating the gospel!... 
 
 

   3. By and large the church of the 21st century has missed it.  Listen to the calling of God found in the pages of 
Scripture regarding your ministry in the body today (cf. 1 Cor. 12:18; 12:24v, 25; 1 Pet. 3:9a; Phil. 2:20-21, 
29-30)… 

 
 
 
 
 
   4. A forth mark of An Effective Minister in God’s Kingdom is that he doesn’t view the ministry as a vehicle 

for his own blessing.  Rather, he views the ministry as the calling to build up the body in love!  

There is an interesting dialog in a Jewish, non-biblical source in which Death is commissioned by God to 
come to Abraham.  As a mercy to Abraham, God tells Death to appear in a form that would betray its intent so 
as not to traumatize the patriarch, “Do not frighten him; instead, take an attractive form.” (Quoted in Spicq, 
C., & Ernest, J. D., Theological lexicon of the New Testament, Vol. 2, emphasis mine, p. 319) 
 
Aristotle said that if one “…joins in the pleasures of his companions … for the sake of getting something by it 
in the shape of money or money’s worth, he is a flatterer.”  (Quoted in G. K. Beale, 1–2 Thessalonians, 
emphasis mine, p. 70) 
 
Morris wrote, “…kolakeias is difficult to convey exactly in English.  It is not flattery in the sense of fair, but 
insincere, words.  Rather it denotes something like ‘cajolery’… the use of acceptable speech with the purpose 
of lulling someone into a sense of security, so that one may obtain one’s own ends.” (1 and 2 Thessalonians, 
TNTC, Vol. 13, p. 55) 
 

All sermons preached at Bethel are available on-line.  Listen to or watch this or any sermon at http://bethelpresbyterian.sermonaudio.com. 


