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Let's take our Bibles and look in Psalm 119 one more time, in this particular section, 
verses 105 down to 112 and I want to speak with you about how this depicts our Lord 
Jesus Christ and his free-will offering. I know that is an abused term today in many 
circles because they call it a free-will offering when you pass the offering plate and 
obligate people to give toward something and then they call it a free-will offering. It puts 
people under pressure because if your neighbor is digging in their purse or wallet to try to
find something to put in the plate while it's passed, then others feel as if they should do 
something. That particular practice of passing the plate you won't find in Scripture. The 
idea of ushers at a certain point in time during a worship service, you stop the worship 
service to take up a collection or an offering, and in some places those ushers stand at the 
end of each row and as they pass the plate, again, people feel that if they don't give 
something, then they're going to be in bad light. That is not a free-will offering. It's one of
the reasons years ago the Lord convinced me that we don't take up offerings. People give 
offerings but we don't take them up.

You won't find the word "tithes" used in the New Testament. It's not a New Testament 
word. I still have some that will send checks and they'll say, "This is my tithe," and I just 
cringe when I hear that because "tithe" was designed in the Old Testament to support the 
Old Testament priesthood. Those priests were set apart and did not have any particular 
property or place other than what the people set aside to give them, but when Christ came
and fulfilled the Old Testament law, the offerings and the sacrifices, it included the tithe. 
Christ certainly doesn't need our support. But as far as giving, when you get over to 2 
Corinthians where Paul wrote concerning giving, he said, "Let each one give as the Lord 
has prospered you," and secondly, "let each one give as they have purposed in their 
heart." Prospered and purposed.

You think about the tithe that preachers obligate people today, let's say that your earned 
income is $10,000, now is the question: do I give on the gross or do I give on the net? 
Oh, you'd better give on the gross. So someone making $20,000 gives up $2,000 for the 
year and, sadly, there are some organizations, they will go over your checkbook, they'll 
go over your bank records, they'll double check to make sure you're paying that tithe. So 
now this individual that gave up $2,000, they're left with $18,000, and then you get 
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somebody making $100,000, the tithe of that is $10,000 but they get to live off of 
$90,000. So where is the parity?

It's crazy when you consider the obligations that men put men and women under in order 
to have God's blessing. In fact, if you were to study all of the different tithes of the Old 
Testament, it comes up to a whole lot more than just 10%. If you want to follow the tithe,
Paul says you're obligated to keep the whole law in every way. But I'm thankful that the 
Lord Jesus Christ has come and fulfilled the law and that's really what we're studying 
here as we go through the Psalms, how Christ is a fulfillment of all that we're reading 
here. He's the substitute. He's the satisfaction and if you want to talk about a free-will 
offering, how about what Christ offered of himself freely and willingly to the satisfaction 
of his Father.

So that's why when we read these particular portions, I want to read it from that 
perspective. He's the word here in Psalm 105, "Thy word." Christ, "is a lamp unto my 
feet," and we saw last time how that lamp represented the lights in the tabernacle, in the 
temple, and all that that signified.

But also it says, "and a light unto my path." That word "light" there signifies the dawning 
of the day. So whether you see a lamp in the tabernacle or you think of the sun rising, 
that's who Christ is, the word.

And he's the one who said, "I have sworn, and I will perform it, that I will keep thy 
righteous judgments." If we say such a thing, then what's required is absolute perfection. 
That's why in Ecclesiastes it warns us not to be hasty with our mouths before the Lord. 
You see, preachers like to get people promising things and pledging, vowing. Let our 
words be few before the Lord. I'm thankful that verse 106 has been fulfilled by the Lord 
Jesus Christ. He has sworn and he cannot swear by any higher than himself. You talk 
about swearing on your honor, Christ did, to come and to perform all that is described of 
him in Scripture, all that the Father decreed should be accomplished for the salvation of 
his people and that he has kept all of God's righteous judgments. It's finished.

I think of the lady that was distraught and came to her preacher just distraught about her 
sin and how far short she had fallen, evidently the Spirit doing a work of conviction in 
her heart, and she could only cry, "What can I do? What can I do?" And the preacher 
looked at her and said, "It's too late." And that caused her to cry out all the more, "Too 
late! What do you mean too late?" And the preacher said, "It's done. If you're one for 
whom Christ paid the debt, it is finished. It is done."

Here it's put in the future as if it's a prophesy that, "I will keep thy righteous judgments." 
But guess what? Read the end of the story. Read the last chapter and what do we find? 
Christ cried, "It is finished." When all that was written of him had been performed and 
done to the satisfaction of God the Father, he cried out in a loud voice there from the 
cross, "It is finished."
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Now, what did it take? It took his being afflicted. That's what we see in verse 107, "I am 
afflicted very much." I know we complain about our afflictions but everything we receive
is a whole lot less than what we deserve. These are just chastenings of the Lord out of 
love for his children. But his afflictions? You want to talk about afflictions, where he that
was just paid the debt for the unjust? There's a lot in those words, "I am afflicted very 
much." Christ is the forerunner and so going before to pay the debt for that people that 
the Father gave him, to perform what he had sworn. You think about it, the sin debt. If I 
were to endeavor to pay for my own sin, there would be no end to that payment. That's 
why it's an eternal hell, eternal separation.

But you think about the Lord Jesus Christ taking on himself the sin of his people, the just 
for the unjust, what affliction. Not just physical, not just mental but soul suffering. He 
made his soul an offering for sin. I can't even begin to enter into that, to such a degree 
that as a man in verse 107 he would have cried out, "quicken me, O LORD, according 
unto thy word." That word "quicken" means "to make alive." So he's already looking to 
the end of those afflictions when the Father would raise him again from the grave.
But, "quicken me, O LORD, according unto thy word," according unto all that you have 
purposed in your word, which is Christ, and by your word, which is Christ, and to the 
glory of that word, which is Christ. He is the word. "In the beginning was the Word. The 
Word was with God. The Word was God."

And now is where we get in 108 to the statement concerning the free-will offering. He 
says here, "Accept, I beseech thee, the freewill offerings of my mouth, O LORD, and 
teach me thy judgments." Our mouths once we open them, anything we have to say is 
tainted with sin. How on earth could God ever accept anything from our mouth? I believe
David here is looking to, again, the person and the work of the Lord Jesus Christ as his 
acceptance and that all that Christ offered unto his Father in word, because that's what 
this would be, "the freewill offerings of my mouth." He is the truth. Everything he stated 
is the truth, and therefore to the glory of the Father. Scripture says, "Let God be true and 
every man a liar." Paul declared there in Romans 3 that our mouths are an open 
sepulcher; that the poison of asps is on our lips. I know people like to talk as if they're 
telling the truth but a liar is a liar. Think about even in worship and probably this causes 
me even the greatest consternation even when I'm preaching, to think that this message, 
this word is coming off of sinful lips. How on earth could God ever be pleased? Even the 
so-called best prayer that I could ever offer with these lips would be worthy of 
condemnation before a holy God.

So in writing this, David clearly is looking forward to the work of Christ where Christ, 
again, prays to his Father, "Accept, I beseech thee, the freewill offerings of my mouth." 
I'll tell you and I know it because he caused his voice to be heard those two times when 
Christ walked on the earth, that voice from heaven that said, "This is my beloved Son in 
whom I am well pleased. Hear him." You see, even our prayers to be offered unto the 
Lord must be by the Spirit of God through the person of Christ and that sacrifice that he 
offered otherwise we could not be heard. But God the Father hears his Son freely.
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It's his intercession on behalf of sinners such as we are that God accepts but always on 
the basis of truth and justice because when it says there in verse 108, "and teach me thy 
judgments." Everything Christ said as a man, was as a substitute for his people. And I 
know some of the editors go through and put the words of Christ in red, I have a problem 
with that because he is the word. That's assuming that Genesis 1:1 then wasn't the word 
of Christ. You'd have to put it all in red. But in those portions where we actually read the 
words of Christ and he opens his mouth to speak and even John said that were he to 
record all that was written concerning Christ and what he said and did, the world couldn't 
contain the books. What we have here is just what God purposed should be revealed and 
yet how gracious those words. How true those words. Even when the Sanhedrin sent their
soldiers to go and arrest him and they came back empty handed and they asked, "Why 
didn't you bring him back?" Do you remember what was said? They said, "Never has a 
man spoken like this man spoke."

Oh, the words of Christ and to think here how it was according to judgment, it was 
according to justice. I dare say that if someone were, and if you could find such today 
that all they did was scrutinize your words, anything you wrote or said to try to find any 
kind of contradiction, they wouldn't have to go far. "Well, you said this here but now 
you're saying this here." That's who we are by nature but our Lord when he says, "teach 
me thy judgments," that means as a man he learned wisdom; as a man he grew in wisdom
and stature; as a man he prayerfully considered every word he spoke. He never spoke out 
of turn and yet he had to do it as a man. You see, that's the point, "teach me thy 
judgments." He had to work this out as a man in order that justice be satisfied for those 
men and women that he came to save.

So what did it require? When you think about a free-will offering and here it's not just in 
word and deed but his very person being that free-will offering, what's required? Well, 
verse 109, "My soul is continually in my hand: yet do I not forget thy law." Now, that's 
how I know this is not David speaking here because none of us has our soul in our hand. 
We are not masters of our soul or captains of our soul, masters of our destiny. No, we 
can't even determine one thing with regard to this soul. Our soul is sinful, who can know 
it?

But when Christ said, "My soul is continually in my hand," think of an offering. What's 
in his hand? What does he bring to offer to his Father? It's his very soul, his being. That's 
what a soul is, your being. Now, this is the mystery of godliness because before he came 
as a man, he did not have a soul. Soul is humanish. It says there that God created Adam 
in the beginning and he became a living soul. A soul is created. Now, once created it lives
forever but here is Christ who existed eternally with his Father before he came as a man 
but when he was conceived in the womb of that virgin Mary, a soul was created and for 
the purpose then of becoming an offering for sin, to bear the iniquity of his people.

That's the sense there, "My soul is continually in my hand," ever as an offering before the
Lord. You know, us men, if we get in trouble with our wives because of something we 
said or shouldn't have done and I'm not saying that's the only time to do it, but what do 
you show up with? Some flowers. You've got something in your hand. It's like, "Here, 
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honey, I love you." Now, that ought to be done all the time but, you know, we get 
forgetful sometimes but if somebody shows up with something in their hand, it's a way of
them expressing appreciation but here when it says, "My soul is continually in my hand," 
it wasn't an appreciation gift of the Son to the Father, it is the very justice and satisfaction
that was required of him in order for God to be just and justify that people that he 
represented.

That's why he says, it says, "yet." In the original that could be "and I do not forget thy 
law." The whole purpose for his coming, doing and dying was the satisfaction of God's 
law.

Now, part of that in 110, "The wicked have laid a snare for me." He was hated without 
cause. He came unto his own, his own received him not. "And yet I," some people 
pronounce that, "aired," and I guess that's the English or American way of saying it but 
you look it up, the Old English says, "yet I erred not from thy precepts." So however you 
want to say that. I had somebody that was listening carefully enough to me preaching 
evidently that that was the one thing they got out of the message. They told me, they said,
"You keep saying erred, it's aired." I said, "Well, it depends what dictionary you look at." 
So anybody listening, if this is all you get out of it, there's a reason.

"Yet I erred not from thy precepts." There wasn't a person on earth that deterred him from
that obedience that he came to accomplish. You see, there again I know this isn't David 
speaking and the proof is, one day he was up on his roof and he looked down and saw a 
woman bathing and the next thing you know, he's going after her. People say, "Well, he 
shouldn't have been loitering." Well, again, the Lord purposed that through that fall 
David would be taught and yet God purposed also and gave him a love for Bathsheba. 
That's the thing that most preachers don't even realize, because it was from her that came 
Solomon and through Solomon, Christ's seed.

So even in this, we see God ruling and overruling and directing, but if it was up to us, you
see, we could determine all day long, "Alright, I'm just gonna work on one of the Ten 
Commandments today. Let's just try the first one, 'Thou shalt have no other gods before 
me.'" Alright. Some people think that's the easiest one but guess what? Covetousness. It's 
like a friend of mine said one time, he said, "Are you happy with what you earn and get?"
I said, "I think so." He said, "So if you found a $20 bill lying in a parking lot, you'd just 
step over and leave it for the next guy?" I thought, "Probably not." I stoop down and pick 
up pennies and I don't worry about somebody that lost it, I just put it in my pocket and 
go. But how easily this heart is set on idolatry, whatever it is. It could be material, it 
could be a relationship, it could be an experience. You know, even stopping and thinking,
"I'm due for a good day. I've had so many bad days, I'm due for a good day." Really? Due
for it? That sets yourself up as a god and it's a subtle way of complaining about how God 
has been directing.

So when the Scriptures say, "Thou shalt have no other gods before me," if that were the 
one condition, who could stand? And yet, and you can say, "Well, the wicked have laid a 
snare for me." People like to blame the devil or their sin nature. Well, that's the wicked.
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Our Lord was confronted by all of these, not a sin nature but he was tempted in all things 
like as we are, yet without sin. Tested and yet because of that love for the Father, he says,
"I erred not from thy precepts."

"Thy testimonies," verse 111, "have I taken as an heritage for ever." When you think 
about the testimonies of God and taking something as an heritage, taking something as an
heritage means that is the most vital important thing to you, the very testimonies of God. 
Well, how did Christ do that? Well, the testimonies of God concern his Son, the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and what he should come and accomplish for his people, and that was his 
heritage. His heritage was that people that the Father gave to him because the word 
"testimony," it's like we have testament, is the will of God and when it says there, "Thy 
testimonies have I taken as an heritage for ever," think of Christ from eternity, the Father 
giving him a people but a sinful people.

Now, if I were to give you a gift and that gift were to care for even one person that was 
leprous and sickly and could not do anything for themselves and your one task was to 
make sure they were comfortable and happy all the days of your life, you'd think, "Well, 
that's not much of a gift." Well, you think about the number of sinners that the Father 
gave to his Son, sinners, and that he should come and pay their sin debt and so work that 
he present them now faultless before his Father and that was all of the testimonies of the 
Father concerning him and said, "This is your heritage." That's what he did and he 
rejoices, the Scriptures say, he rejoices in that. The fact that throughout eternity we'll be 
with him, every one of these that the Father gave him, he says there in verse 111, "they 
are the rejoicing of my heart."

Verse 112, "I have inclined mine heart to perform thy statutes always." That's what the 
law required. Not just the legal literal fulfilling of the law, notice, "I have inclined mine 
heart to perform thy statutes always." We can't even control the thoughts of our hearts 
even since I've started this lesson. How multitudinous are the thoughts of our heart just 
skipping from one thing to another like a butterfly and yet he said, "I have inclined mine 
heart to perform thy statutes always."

You see, this is where the Pharisees, the Lord denounced them because they considered 
themselves to be righteous in how they acted. A lot of people are that way. They talk 
about when they stand before God they hope their good works outweigh their bad. Well, 
they are already condemned based on the works but let's go a level deeper, how about 
your words? Is there any person alive that has spoken and sins not in what they speak? 
And then let's go down one more level, your thoughts, because here, "I have inclined 
mine heart to perform thy statutes always." That's why the Lord said to the Pharisees, 
"You've heard it said that thou shalt not kill but I say unto you if any of you say to his 
brother, Raca, he is already guilty of hellfire." Well, what does that word "Raca" mean? It
means "stupid; idiot; senseless." Is there anybody that's ever pronounced that when 
someone cuts them off in traffic or cuts in from of them in line? "Idiot." Just that alone. 
When you pass judgment because that's what you do, when you call somebody an idiot or
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stupid, it's presuming that you're a judge and you're pronouncing judgment on that other 
person when you cuss at them.

Well, that's setting yourself up as a judge and that's what the Lord said, "You say thou 
shalt not kill but, guess what, you're all murderers. In fact, you've been murderers from 
the beginning because you are of your father the devil who is a liar and a murderer from 
the beginning." People don't feel comfortable with that. They try to shrug it off but that's 
the declaration of Scripture so when the Scriptures say here, think of Christ, "I have 
inclined mine heart to perform thy statutes alway, even unto the end." If I'm to think that 
somehow I'm going to take up the law and be judged before God based upon my 
obedience to the law, then it's like the Scriptures say, if you violate the law even in one 
point whether it's word, deed or thought, you're guilty of the whole law.

So stop and think about what is this righteousness that God requires. He can't be less than
righteous himself, but God requires in that Christ came and satisfied it that he might be 
just and justified. When we think in terms of Christ and that free-will offering of himself, 
how great was that sacrifice.

Let's have a word of prayer and then I want to come back and focus just for a few 
minutes on verse 108 and that free-will offering of the Lord.

Gracious Father, thank you for your word. When we read it with understanding, we read 
it as your Spirit is pleased to teach us, we can see how all of this points to the Lord Jesus 
Christ and that great work that he accomplished for sinners such as we are. My prayer, 
dear Lord, as we continue in our time of worship is that indeed you would teach us, teach 
us of him. Without him we are nothing and we're thankful and give you all the praise, 
honor and glory in our dear Savior's name. Amen.

I just wanted to come back to this 108 when it says here, "Accept, I beseech thee, the 
freewill offerings of my mouth." The meaning of the word rendered here "freewill" I 
believe conveys the idea of something being entirely without constraint or compulsion. 
Now, I know there were certain offerings that were set forth in the Scriptures as being 
freewill offerings, in other words, a gift that was given at the impulse of the giver, not 
because it was required, but the giver himself or herself desired to give it unto the Lord. 
We find it particularly back in the Old Testament and if we had the time, we could read 
through Exodus 35 and Exodus 36 where it was the beginning but let's just turn back 
there and let me point you to it and then you can come back and look at it later.

This involved the offerings particularly with regard to the tabernacle and stop and think 
about the relationship between Christ and the tabernacle. These gave offerings, they 
brought it to the tabernacle for the service of the tabernacle but Christ was the tabernacle 
and he was the offering. Every part of this depicts him but in Exodus 35, beginning with 
verse 20, it says, "And all the congregation of the children of Israel departed from the 
presence of Moses. And they came," notice, "every one whose heart stirred him up, and 
every one whom his spirit made willing, and they brought the LORD'S offering to the 
work of the tabernacle of the congregation, and for all his service, and for the holy 
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garments." So it was particularly an offering freely given in view of the building of the 
tabernacle.

Now, when I read verse 21, here's where, again, there were no capitals in the original, 
capital letters, and the translators here said, "and every one whom his spirit made 
willing," as if it were the man himself, but I believe it's the Spirit, it is God's Spirit that 
makes us willing in the day of his power. Isn't that what described there in Psalm 110:3? I
can't think of anything that if I have given it freely unto the Lord without compulsion or 
obligation that it came from my spirit. No, it was his Spirit making me willing.

It says there in verse 22, "And they came, both men and women, as many as were willing 
hearted, and brought bracelets, and earrings, and rings, and tablets, all jewels of gold: and
every man that offered offered an offering of gold unto the LORD. And every man, with 
whom was found blue, and purple, and scarlet, and fine linen, and goats' hair, and red 
skins of rams, and badgers' skins, brought them." And you can continue to read on down 
here but verse 29, "The children of Israel brought a willing offering," that's the word 
there, a willing offering, "unto the LORD, every man and woman, whose heart made 
them willing to bring for all manner of work, which the LORD had commanded to be 
made by the hand of Moses." So the Lord commanded that this tabernacle be built by the 
hand of Moses but the people were made willing to bring to his service those things that 
were required. But here, again, I see where it's a picture of our Lord Jesus Christ.
If you look over in Hebrews 10, if you want to talk about a freewill offering, anything 
that I think I may have given freely. Again, it has to be the Spirit because have you ever 
just talked about even giving an offering in terms of money, have you ever gone through 
your wallet and thought, "Well, let's see here, I've got a $20, I've got a $50, I've got a 
$100, I think I'll give the $20," because your mind starts thinking in terms of other things 
that you could use that money for. So for us to say it's free, willing? You know, 
thankfully the Lord does not judge us based upon even that because we say we give 
freely but we hold tightly with this hand the things that we hold. And even that and 
thinking that somehow they're ours? You see, the Lord has to give us that Spirit even to 
think that all I have is his and he, being the Master, could take freely at any point what I 
have because it's not mine anyway. I'm but a steward. But that takes grace. It takes the 
Spirit of God. But our Lord, there was no constraint. That's the point here. There was no 
holding back on his part of his giving of himself.

In Hebrews 10, that's repeated over and over again here with regard to our Lord, where 
you read there when he says in verse 5, "Wherefore when he cometh into the world, he 
saith, Sacrifice and offering thou wouldest not, but a body hast thou prepared me." Now, 
when he says "sacrifice and offering thou wouldest not," he's speaking there of those Old 
Testament offerings and sacrifices. They were but a type of Christ's coming but he didn't 
come to offer one of those. We don't find anywhere in Scripture where Christ came to 
fulfill the law that he ever brought a lamb to the temple. Why? He is the lamb. He 
observed many Passovers. He told his disciples to go and prepare the Passover, which 
meant killing the lamb for them, but in all of those Passovers, it wasn't that he needed to 
bring anything.
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"Sacrifice and offering thou wouldest not, but a body hast thou prepared me: In burnt 
offerings and sacrifices for sin thou hast had no pleasure. Then said I, Lo, I come (in the 
volume of the book it is written of me,)" here's the part I wanted you to see, "to do thy 
will, O God." To do his will is the same sense of willingly do what you have purposed 
and decreed.

"Above when he said, Sacrifice and offering and burnt offerings and offering for sin thou 
wouldest not, neither hadst pleasure therein," they couldn't put away sin, "which are 
offered by the law; Then said he, Lo, I come to do thy will, O God. He taketh away the 
first, that he may establish the second. By the which will," you see, when you think of 
"will," yes, decreed, but think too of how he would have fulfilled it, willingly. "We are 
sanctified," there it is, "through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all." 
Offering. It wasn't an obligation, it was an offering.

Now, over in Hebrews 13:15. You say, "Well, how are we to come?" Well, I'll tell you, 
you'd better come empty handed. Nothing in our hand I bring, simply to the cross I cling, 
the Christ of the cross I cling. But here in Hebrews 13:15, do you see this? "By him," 
never forget those words, "By him," in Christ, through Christ, "therefore let us offer the 
sacrifice of praise to God continually, that is, the fruit of our lips," doing what? "Giving 
thanks to his name." That's all that needs to come out of our lips, giving thanks to his 
name. Anything done by obligation either by our conscience or by some person putting 
pressure on you or the preacher or out of guilt, is never the way God motivates his 
people. He does it freely by his Spirit. It's the Spirit of grace, isn't it? And it's by him. 
Because of Christ's great work, therefore we offer unto God a sacrifice of praise to God 
continually.
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