
Pilgrims Toward Dawn: The Destination Defines the Journey 
 

Hebrews 11:13-16 “These [Abraham, Sarah, Isaac, Jacob] all died in faith, not having received the promises, 

but having seen them afar off, and were persuaded of them, and embraced them, and confessed that they were 

strangers and pilgrims [the ESV has “strangers and exiles”] on the earth. For they that say such things declare 

plainly that they seek a country. And truly, if they had been mindful of that country from whence they came out, 

they might have had opportunity to have returned. But now they desire a better country, that is, an heavenly: 

wherefore God is not ashamed to be called their God: for he hath prepared for them a city.” 

 

“Israel in the wilderness and believers under the New Covenant are in analogous situations. Christians receive 

the same promise of rest (3:11; 4:1); they are exposed to similar trials and the same danger of unbelief and 

apostasy (3:12,19; 4:6); they are exhorted to the same perseverance in faith (3:8, 14; 4:1,11). In New Testament 

as well as Old Testament times, God's people are pilgrims and travelers; now as then, they are a people ‘on the 

way.’ - Richard Gaffin 

 

John Bunyan: “The Pilgrim's Progress from this world to that which is to come, delivered under the 

similitude of a dream wherein is discovered the manner of his setting out, his dangerous journey, and safe 

arrival at the desired country.” (The full title of Bunyan’s, The Pilgrim’s Progress) 

 

What does “pilgrim” mean?  

 
Greek: (exile/pilgrim) The Greek is parepid-aymos = “an alongside alien” 

 

Latin: The Latin peregrinus means “somebody who wanders across the fields,” and was adopted in the Middle 

Ages to refer to one who made the arduous trip overland—and finally 

 

 

The old covenant saints were pilgrims. 
 

Genesis 23:4   Genesis 47:9  

 

Leviticus 25:23   1 Chronicles 29:14  

 

Psalm 39:12  

 

 

The new covenant saints are pilgrims.  
 

Philippians 3:20   Colossians 3:1-4   

 

1 Peter 1:1    1 Peter 1:17-19  

 

1 Peter 2:9    Hebrews 13:10-14  

 

 

Why is it the Celestial City and not merely the Celestial Country? 
 

 The city is the place of refuge, a place of strength, a fortress.  

 The city is the City of God – God’s dwelling place with men. 

 

All who live by faith in the promises secured by Jesus Christ live as pilgrims. Why? Because Jesus has taken 

our humanity to its final destination, and it is not here on earth. No thing on this earth and no place on this earth 

adequately contains the victory of Christ. Jerusalem could not contain it. Vatican City can not contain it. 

Manhattan can not contain it. No city we can build will contain it. Only heaven can contain it – it is called “the 

glory.”  

 


