
The Necessity of the Cross 
SERMON 

By 
Everett C. DeVelde 

 
August 12, 2012 
TEXT: Hebrews 2:10-18 
PROP: Because the Cross was made necessary by sin we should be the more zealous 

to turn from sin, to trust in the merciful and faithful high priest, Jesus, and to find 
our comfort in him alone. 

Hebrews 2 (ESV) — 1 Therefore we must pay much closer attention to what we have 
heard, lest we drift away from it. 2 For since the message declared by angels proved to 
be reliable, and every transgression or disobedience received a just retribution, 3 how 
shall we escape if we neglect such a great salvation? It was declared at first by the Lord, 
and it was attested to us by those who heard, 4 while God also bore witness by signs 
and wonders and various miracles and by gifts of the Holy Spirit distributed according to 
his will. 5 For it was not to angels that God subjected the world to come, of which we are 
speaking. 6 It has been testified somewhere, “What is man, that you are mindful of him, 
or the son of man, that you care for him? 7 You made him for a little while lower than the 
angels; you have crowned him with glory and honor, 8 putting everything in subjection 
under his feet.” Now in putting everything in subjection to him, he left nothing outside his 
control. At present, we do not yet see everything in subjection to him. 9 But we see him 
who for a little while was made lower than the angels, namely Jesus, crowned with glory 
and honor because of the suffering of death, so that by the grace of God he might taste 
death for everyone. 10 For it was fitting that he, for whom and by whom all things exist, 
in bringing many sons to glory, should make the founder of their salvation perfect 
through suffering. 11 For he who sanctifies and those who are sanctified all have one 
source. That is why he is not ashamed to call them brothers, 12 saying, “I will tell of your 
name to my brothers; in the midst of the congregation I will sing your praise.” 13 And 
again, “I will put my trust in him.” And again, “Behold, I and the children God has given 
me.” 14 Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself likewise 
partook of the same things, that through death he might destroy the one who has the 
power of death, that is, the devil, 15 and deliver all those who through fear of death were 
subject to lifelong slavery. 16 For surely it is not angels that he helps, but he helps the 
offspring of Abraham. 17 Therefore he had to be made like his brothers in every respect, 
so that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in the service of God, to 
make propitiation for the sins of the people. 18 For because he himself has suffered 
when tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted.  

Our thoughts are often turned to the beauty of nature around us; trees, flowers, hills, 
hunting, fishing, kitchens, food. Our minds wander as we daydream about all the things 
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we would rather be doing than sitting in church listening to another sermon. We have 
heard the familiar phrases so often. 

Familiar phrases; "Passover", "Christ Jesus died for our sins", "When I Survey the 
Wondrous Cross", "Man of Sorrows", "Nailed to the Cross", "Barabbas", "Prophesy to 
us, You Christ; who is the one who hit you?", "Whomever I shall kiss, He is the one; 
seize Him", "My God, My God, why have you forsaken me?", " He saved others; He 
cannot save Himself". 

Familiar phrases indeed and perhaps even now our thoughts are far away and we 
find it hard, even for these few minutes, to focus our attention on the death of Christ. 
And speaking of death, isn't that a rather morbid subject? Can't we think rather of nicer 
things? Death and pain and sorrow seem so ugly, so unnecessary! 

Yet the text before us states that it was the proper thing, fitting (v10), that it was 
seemly or fitting for Christ to suffer and that He was obligated, had, (v17) to become 
flesh and to die on the cross. The cross is necessary and we need to think about the 
reason for this. We need to think about why Christ had to lay aside His privileges as 
God, take on the form of a bond servant, be made in the likeness of men, and humble 
Himself to the point of death, even death on a cross. I propose therefore to consider 
three aspects of the cross, namely, its nature, its necessity, and its nurture. 

The cross, of course, was real and physical. It was an instrument of torture used by 
the Roman government during the time of Christ to punish slaves or criminals who were 
not Roman citizens. It was a severe punishment meted out for treason, desertion in the 
face of the enemy, robbery, piracy, assassination, sedition, etc. Among the Romans 
crucifixion was usually preceded by scourging in order to hasten death. The victim then 
bore his own cross, or at least the upright beam, to the place of execution. 

When he was tied to the cross nothing further was done and he was left to die from 
starvation. If he was nailed to the cross, at least in Judea, a stupefying drink was given 
him to deaden the agony. A foot rest was provided on which the body was partially 
supported which served to prolong the agony of wounds tearing through tendons and 
flesh. The suffering of death by crucifixion was intense, especially in hot climates. 

In medical terms, severe local inflammation, coupled with an insignificant bleeding 
of the jagged wounds, produced traumatic fever, which was aggravated by exposure to 
the heat of the sun, the strained position of the body and insufferable thirst. The wounds 
swelled about the rough nails and the torn and lacerated tendons and nerves caused 
excruciating agony. The arteries of the head and stomach were surcharged with blood 
and a terrific throbbing headache ensued. The mind was confused and filled with anxiety 
and a dread foreboding. The victim of crucifixion literally died a thousand deaths. 
Tetanus often supervened and the rigors of attending convulsions would tear at the 
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wounds and add to the burden of pain, till at last, usually more than thirty six hours, the 
body forces were exhausted and the victim sank into unconsciousness and death. 

I have presented these details of crucifixion in order that you might better 
understand the statement in verse 10 that Jesus was perfected through sufferings. In 
order to be a perfect high priest, a man must sympathize with those on whose behalf he 
acts, and he cannot sympathize with them unless he can enter into their experiences 
and share them for himself. Jesus was perfected as our high priest by the cross, the 
sufferings of which we tend to gloss over by our casual and often banal attitude toward 
the death of the Lord. 

Why then is the cross necessary? Why such immense suffering? Couldn't God have 
given Jesus just a taste of it? Perhaps just to watch a real criminal being crucified so He 
would know what it was all about? 

Our text tells us that the purpose of all this suffering, of the outrageous treatment at 
the hands of the Sanhedrin, of the humiliation of being born into this flesh and blood 
world, was to the end that Jesus make a propitiation for our sins. "Therefore He had to 
be made like His brethren in all things, that He might become a merciful and faithful high 
priest in things pertaining to God, to make propitiation for the sins of His people." (v17) 
Here then is the necessity of the cross. 

All this was necessary because we have sinned. We have broken the 
commandments of God in thought word and deed and we have broken them because 
we have ignored them. We either break them deliberately or we break them by careless 
omission to do what they require. We often simply "don't care". All of the pain and 
misery and war and depravity in the world in which we live derive from this human 
attitude toward God. And as someone has said, great sin demands a great savior. The 
enormity of our sin demands unspeakable suffering by the Savior who bore these sins in 
His body on the cross. 

"Behold, I and the children God has given me", quotes the writer of Hebrews (2:13). 
Jesus and His brethren are identified together. They are one flesh, as it were, in the 
mystical union. We who have been baptized into Christ Jesus have been baptized into 
His death and we have therefore been buried with Him and we have been raised 
together with Him in newness of life. Our old self has been crucified with Him that our 
body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin; "for He 
who has died is freed from sin." (Romans 6:4-7) He suffered for us and with us, yet we 
are careless in our relationship to God. 

As is typical of Old Testament quotes, this one, of Isaiah 8:18, is quoted in part and 
it is instructive to take note of the rest of the passage.  
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Isaiah 8:18–19 (ESV) — 18 Behold, I and the children whom the Lord has given me 
are signs and portents in Israel from the Lord of hosts, who dwells on Mount Zion. 19 
And when they say to you, “Inquire of the mediums and the necromancers who chirp 
and mutter,” should not a people inquire of their God? Should they inquire of the dead 
on behalf of the living?  

One of the greatest sins of the people of God, in my opinion, is that for help or 
counsel we go to anyone but God. We may not be adulterers, thieves or murderers, but 
we prefer the seers and mediums, the learned scientists and philosophers of our age to 
the Lord God and His word. We do this in view of our union with Christ and in spite of 
His sufferings for us. 

Jack Kendall once told me of an experience he had when he lived in Florida. He 
often went to a prison near Miami to preach to the inmates and strangely the prison 
officials permitted ministers from other churches to preach at the same time. This of 
course was quite confusing to the inmates. Jack would tell the prisoners to believe on 
the Lord Jesus Christ and you will be saved. Others would say that to be saved you 
needed to be baptized and belong to their church. In desperation a prisoner turned to 
Jack and complained, "you say we are saved one way and the other guy says we are 
saved in another way, who are we supposed to believe." Jack's answer illustrates the 
truth before us. He said, "Don't believe me and don't believe the other guy. You have the 
Bible. Read it and believe the word of God." 

To view the matter another way, the unspeakable agonies of the cross that were 
inflicted on the beloved Son of God are a measure of the enormity and depravity of our 
own sin. And if the Lord's Supper means anything more than Presbyterian liturgy it 
ought to bring us to examine our hearts and lives before the True and Living God to find 
out our sin and repent of it. We ought to use this occasion to rededicate ourselves to 
Christ and His Kingdom. 

The cross is necessary for Christ to make propitiation for the sins of His people. We 
have considered the nature of the cross and nature of the sin which sent the Lord to the 
cross but what is this propitiation? You will remember that once a year on Yom Kippur 
(the day of atonement) the high priest entered the Holy of Holies to sprinkle blood on the 
mercy seat. The mercy seat was actually the golden lid that covered the ark of the 
covenant. Now the Greek word translated "mercy seat" literally means the "place of 
propitiation" thus the lid on the ark was also known as the propitiation. These words all 
contain  the root that means mercy. To propitiate therefore means to obtain mercy. 

What we have here is a deeply meaningful activity of Christ our perfect High Priest. 
To obtain mercy for His people, he enters the Holy of Holies as it were, and there He 
sprinkles blood on the mercy seat for the people that He represents. It is His own blood 
that He sprinkles for He is also the Lamb of God, the sacrifice, the sin offering without 
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blemish and without spot. In fact, embodied in Christ are all the elements and symbols 
of the tabernacle. 

Do you remember what was inside the ark of the covenant? The two stone tablets 
on which were written the ten commandments were there and so was Aaron's rod that 
budded and a bowl of manna. These items were all involved with dreadful sins 
committed by the people of Israel thus they were symbolic of all sin. Now Yom Kippur is 
commonly known as the day of atonement but the Hebrew word Kippur literally refers to 
covering up. Yom Kippur literally means day of covering. Therefore the picture is this; in 
the box (ark) were these symbols of sin; a golden lid known as the mercy seat or 
propitiation was placed on top of the box; on top of the lid were two Cherubim, golden 
statues of angels with their wings touching to form an arch over the center of the mercy 
seat. Now Jesus our High Priest comes and with His own blood covers our sins as He 
sprinkles it on the mercy seat. What better portrayal of propitiation can there be than 
this? 

In order to shed His own blood that He might as High Priest obtain mercy for us He 
must suffer and die. He must be flesh and blood, He must be human. He must be 
preeminent among many brethren.  

Hebrews 2:18 (ESV) 

18 For because he himself has suffered when tempted, he is able to help those who 
are being tempted. 

We have come then to the "nurture" of the cross. We have seen that the cross was 
an instrument of great suffering but of necessity Christ went to the cross to be perfected 
as the High Priest to obtain mercy for His people. Now we consider the great benefits, 
the great elements of nurture brought to us by this faithful act. 

In the first place Christ by His death reconciled us to God. Our natural relationship to 
God is that of an enemy and it is not in our nature to love God. Paul, in Romans 5:10 
writes, "For if while we were enemies, we were reconciled to God through the death of 
His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life. Apart from 
the cross of Christ there is no ordinary means of reconciliation with God. On the one 
hand God is holy and we are not and on the other we hate God and will make no move 
to remove the enmity. So by means of the cross the righteous God has the moral 
grounds to befriend us, to first love us and to forgive our sins. 

Secondly, Christ by His death provides the ground for our justification. His death 
takes away the guilt of our sins, procures our pardon, redeems us from their power, with 
the curse and wrath due to us for them;  

Hebrews 10:12 (ESV) 
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12 But when Christ had offered for all time a single sacrifice for sins, he sat down at 
the right hand of God,  

Romans 3:23-25 (ESV) 

23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 and are justified by his 
grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put forward 
as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to show God’s 
righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over former sins.  

Thirdly, by the purging away of the uncleanness and pollution of our sins, renewing 
us in the image of God and supplying us with the graces of the Holy Spirit, He sanctifies 
us.  

Hebrews 9:13-14 (ESV) 

13 For if the sprinkling of defiled persons with the blood of goats and bulls and with 
the ashes of a heifer sanctifies for the purification of the flesh, 14 how much more will 
the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without blemish to 
God, purify our conscience from dead works to serve the living God. 

Fourthly, seeing that we are illegitimate and not sons of God we have no right to the 
eternal promises. We have no inheritance of eternal life in heaven and no hope for it, 
yet, because Christ shed His blood for us on the cross, we are adopted into the family of 
God. 

Galatians 4:4-5 (ESV) 

4 But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, 
born under the law, 5 to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive 
adoption as sons.  

But the benefit, the nurture of the cross does not stop here. It does not leave us until 
we are settled in heaven, in glory and immortality forever. Our inheritance is a 
purchased possession, purchased by the cross.  

Hebrews 9:15 (ESV) 

15 Therefore he is the mediator of a new covenant, so that those who are called 
may receive the promised eternal inheritance, since a death has occurred that redeems 
them from the transgressions committed under the first covenant.  

In summary, the cross of Christ has effectually purchased, for all those concerned in 
it, eternal redemption, consisting in grace here and glory hereafter. 

Romans 8:28–32 (ESV) — 28 And we know that for those who love God all things 
work together for good, for those who are called according to his purpose. 29 For those 
whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in 
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order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. 30 And those whom he 
predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also justified, and those whom 
he justified he also glorified. 31 What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, 
who can be against us? 32 He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, 
how will he not also with him graciously give us all things?  

Because the Cross was made necessary by our own sin we should be the all the 
more zealous to turn from sin, to trust in the merciful and faithful high priest, Jesus, and 
find our comfort in him alone. 

   


