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Message:  Created in the Image of God as Covenant Keepers 

Text:         Genesis 2:15-25 

 

Introduction 

 

  A.  Over the previous three weeks we have gathered here in corporate Sunday School to begin the 
study of Genesis, first with an overview of the book, and then working our way from chapter 1 
through 2:17, promising that in the message today we would finish looking at God’s design for 
marriage in Genesis 2. 

 
  B.  I have been inspired by God, as I hope you have, in this fresh look at Genesis in general and in 

these first two chapters in specific.  Though I have for some time been impressed with His divine 
wisdom and  power in creating and sustaining the universe by the word of His command, the 
revelation of the goodness of His divine nature in the way He created the world has affected my 
heart of late. 

 
      1.  The themes of goodness and blessing pervade the creation account in 1:1 - 2:3.  Because God 

is good, He He Himself is a blessing, creating what is good.  And what He creates good is not 
only blessed, but is itself a blessing to all around it. 

 
Genesis 1:12  The earth brought forth vegetation, plants yielding seed after their kind, and trees 

bearing fruit with seed in them, after their kind; and God saw that it was good.  
  

Genesis 1:22   God blessed them, saying, "Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the waters in the 
seas, and let birds multiply on the earth."  

 

Genesis 1:27   God created man in His own image, in the image of God He created him; male 

and female He created them.
 28

 God blessed them; and God said to them, "Be fruitful and 
multiply, and fill the earth, and subdue it; and rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the 

sky and over every living thing that moves on the earth. ... 
31

 God saw all that He had made, and 

behold, it was very good.  
 

Genesis 2:3   Then God blessed the seventh day and sanctified it, because in it He rested 
from all His work which God had created and made.  

 
      2.  Seeing God’s divine nature as good and full of blessing should inspire us to be glad/rejoice in 

the Lord, to give thanks to the Lord, to honor and worship the Lord, to hope in the Lord, to trust in 
the Lord - that everything of His design is good, and so to obey the Lord by such trust, conforming 
to His image and his created design for all things, including His design for marriage which we see 
in the creation account. 

 
  C.  It is important that we take a fresh look at God’s creating the institution of marriage from the 

beginning, for 
 
      1.  Conforming to God’s good character and design brings blessing, but departing from His design 

brings a curse, leading to death. 
 

Genesis 2:15  Then the LORD God took the man and put him into the garden of Eden to cultivate 
it and keep it.

 16
 The LORD God commanded the man, saying, "From any tree of the garden you 

may eat freely;
 17

 but from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the 
day that you eat from it you will surely die."  

   
      2.  The church needs be awake to the attacks on God-designed marriage.  One Christian writer 

recently encouraged and affirmed the church in opposing same sex marriage, but also charged 



the church in America with not holding it members accountable to keep their marriage vows and 
covenant.  I.e., it’s great church that you are alarmed and exercised about our government 
sanctioning same sex marriage, but where is the alarm and exercise over the divorce rate among 
our church members?  A recent Barna  survey found ... 

 
   a.  When evangelicals and non-evangelical born again Christians are combined into an aggregate class of    

born again adults, their divorce figure is statistically identical to that of non-born again adults: 32% versus 

33%, respectively.                                                                                                                                                  

 b.  26% of evangelicals among those born again had been divorced. 

 

c.  "Born again Christians" are defined as people who said they have made a personal commitment to           

Jesus Christ that is still important in their life today and who also indicated they believe that  when they die 

they will go to Heaven because they had confessed their sins and had accepted Jesus Christ as their savior. 

Respondents are not asked to describe themselves as "born again."                                                                     

              d.  Christ’s teaching on divorce and remarriage takes us back to Genesis 2.                                                                                                                                                             

Matthew 19:8  He said to them, "Because of your hardness of heart Moses permitted you 

to divorce your wives; but from the beginning it has not been this way. 

 

  D.  So let’s look at how God the Father, Son, and Spirit designed marriage to be good and blessed from the    

 beginning. 

 

I.  God-designed marriage is between a pair of His image bearers, one genetically male and one     

 genetically female. 

   

Genesis 1:27  God created man in His own image, in the image of God He created him; male 
and female He created them. 

  

  A.  God, as the Creator of marriage, is the definer of marriage, and the definer and judge of what is good and    

 what is evil, the Source of all objective truth. 

 

  B.  He is the one judge of all creation who determines what relationships are blessed and what are 
cursed.      

 

II.  God created a woman in His image to be a suitable, complementary helper (ezer) to the man.  

 

2:7  the LORD God formed man of dust from the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath 
of life; and man became a living being. ...

  18
 Then the LORD God said, "It is not good for the man 

to be alone; I will make him a helper (ezer) suitable (neged) for him."
 19

 Out of the ground the 
LORD God formed every beast of the field and every bird of the sky, and brought them to the man 
to see what he would call them; and whatever the man called a living creature, that was its name.

 

20
 The man gave names to all the cattle, and to the birds of the sky, and to every beast of the field, 

but for Adam there was not found a helper (ezer) suitable (neged) for him.
 21

 So the LORD God 
caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and he slept; then He took one of his ribs and closed 
up the flesh at that place.

 22
 The LORD God fashioned into a woman the rib which He had taken 

from the man, and brought her to the man. 

 

  A.  Genesis 2 give further detail on how God made humanity good, by in part, making a helper 
“suitable”    (Hebrew: neged = opposite to, in front of, in sight of;   KJV: “meet”) for him.  It was 
“not good” for     Adam to be alone.  The “suitable helper” God made for the man (ish) was not 



an animal or another man, but a woman (ishah) complementary to the man, designed to be joined 
in sexual union as God designed their body parts to be joined.  The way He created and 
designed the man and woman was good - it was a blessing for them to be this way. 

 

  B.  Being a “helper” (ezer) to the man, she would exist in the image of God who is our helper (ezer) and 
does us good. 

 

 Psalm 54:4   Behold, God is my helper (azar); The Lord is the sustainer of my soul.  

    Proverbs 31:12   She does him good and not evil all the days of her life.  

 

III.  God created the roles of authority and submission within marriage prior to sin and its curse.  

Genesis 2:20   The man gave names to all the cattle, and to the birds of the sky, and to 

every beast of the field, but for Adam there was not found a helper suitable for him.
 21

 So the 
LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and he slept; then He took one of his ribs 
and closed up the flesh at that place.

 22
 The LORD God fashioned into a woman the rib which He 

had taken from the man, and brought her to the man.
 23

 The man said, "This is now bone of my 

bones, and flesh of my flesh; She shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of Man."  

 

  A.  The giving of a name to someone or something indicated one had authority over what was named.  
God gave names to the sun, moon, sea, etc. which the nations worshiped, indicating that He in 
fact had authority over them.  God gave dominion to humanity over all living creatures, so we see 
Adam naming them.  And now with the creation of the female, Adam names her “Woman.”   

 

  B.  Such God-created order and submission in the family and in the church took place before sin and its 
curse, when all creation was “very good,” and designed as a pattern of Christ’s authority over His 
bride, the church.  No more is the wife’s submission to her husband’s authority a curse that is the 
church’s submission to Christ. 

 

1 Timothy 2:12   But I do not allow a woman to teach or exercise authority over a man, but to 

remain quiet.
 13

 For it was Adam who was first created, and then Eve.  

 

Ephesians 5:22   Wives, be subject to your own husbands, as to the Lord.
 23

 For the husband is 
the head of the wife, as Christ also is the head of the church, He Himself being the Savior of the 

body.
 24

 But as the church is subject to Christ, so also the wives ought to be to their 

husbands in everything.  

           

  C.  After the Fall Adam reaffirmed his responsibility to be in authority over his wife by naming her Eve. 

 

  Genesis 3:20   Now the man called his wife's name Eve, because she was the mother of all 
the living.  

 

IV.  God created marriage to be a one flesh, indissoluble covenant relationship. 

   

Genesis 2:23  The man said, "This is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh; She shall 
be called Woman, because she was taken out of Man."

 24
 For this reason a man shall leave his 

father and his mother, and be joined to his wife; and they shall become one flesh.  



 

  A.  Marriage is a covenant relationship. 

 

      1.  One of the themes running through Genesis is that of a “covenant.”  E.g., ... 

 

Genesis 6:18   "But I will establish My covenant with you; and you shall enter the ark-- you 
and your sons and your wife, and your sons' wives with you.  

 

Genesis 9:11   "I establish My covenant with you; and all flesh shall never again be cut off by 
the water of the flood, neither shall there again be a flood to destroy the earth." 

  

Genesis 15:18   On that day the LORD made a covenant with Abram, saying, "To your 
descendants I have given this land, from the river of Egypt as far as the great river, the river 
Euphrates:  

 

   Genesis 17:4 "As for Me, behold, My covenant is with you, and you will be the father of a 

multitude of nations. ... 
 7

 "I will establish My covenant between Me and you and your 

descendants after you throughout their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be God 
to you and to your descendants after you.  

 

      2.  A covenant is a compact or agreement between two parties binding them mutually to fulfill     
 responsibilities on each other’s behalf. 

 

      3.  A covenant between God and humanity is the gracious undertaking entered into by God for the 
benefit and blessing of people, especially and often specifically those people who by faith receive 
the Lord as God and receive His promises, committing themselves to the obligations established 
by God. 

 

      4.  The Scriptures make clear that marriage is a covenant relationship before God between one 
man and one woman. 

 

Malachi 2:14   ... the LORD has been a witness between you and the wife of your youth, against 

whom you have dealt treacherously, though she is your companion and your wife by 

covenant. 

   

  B.  Marriage is a one flesh covenant relationship. 

 

      1.  Adam’s joyful response to God bringing him a wife actually appears to be an oath formula, a 
covenant-ratifying oath before God.  Adam address his jubilant words, not to Eve, but to God as a 
witness.  God did not need to be informed that Eve was bone of his bone.  His naming her 
“woman” or “wife” = headship in the relationship.  His declaration “bone of my bones” is an 
acknowledgment of her as a family member - his wife. 

Genesis 2:23  The man said, "This is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh; She 

shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of Man."  

 



      2.  We see similar language as Israelites entered into covenant relationships with one another. 

 

1 Chronicles 11:1  Then all Israel gathered to David at Hebron and said, "Behold, we are your 

bone and your flesh.
 2
 "In times past, even when Saul was king, you were the one who led out 

and brought in Israel; and the LORD your God said to you, 'You shall shepherd My people Israel, 
and you shall be prince over My people Israel.'"

 3
 So all the elders of Israel came to the king at 

Hebron, and David made a covenant with them in Hebron before the LORD; and they 
anointed David king over Israel, according to the word of the LORD through Samuel.  

 

Genesis 29:13   So when Laban heard the news of Jacob his sister's son, he ran to meet him, 
and embraced him and kissed him and brought him to his house. Then he related to Laban all 

these things.
 14

 Laban said to him, "Surely you are my bone and my flesh." And he stayed with 
him a month.  

 

      3.  So Adam, in making this covenant-ratifying oath is assuming responsibility for his wife as he 
does his own body and soul in the same way Christ’s apostle Paul teaches husbands to do for 
their wives in Ephesians 5. 

 

Ephesians 5:28   So husbands ought also to love their own wives as their own bodies. He 
who loves his own wife loves himself;

 29
 for no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and 

cherishes it, just as Christ also does the church,
 30

 because we are members of His body.
 31

 FOR 
THIS REASON A MAN SHALL LEAVE HIS FATHER AND MOTHER AND SHALL BE JOINED 
TO HIS WIFE, AND THE TWO SHALL BECOME ONE FLESH.

 32
 This mystery is great; but I am 

speaking with reference to Christ and the church.
 33

 Nevertheless, each individual among you also 
is to love his own wife even as himself, and the wife must see to it that she respects her husband.  

      4.  Covenants were made with words, but also usually accompanied by visible ratifying sign.  E.g., 
after the flood God made a covenant with humanity and animals not to flood the entire earth 
again, and gave a rainbow as a ratifying sign.  In our culture today we sometimes make an 
agreement with our words, and visibly affirm it with a hand shake.  In ancient times covenants 
between two parties were often accompanied by a meal as a ratifying sign, for one did not eat with 
one’s enemies.  Today we eat with God a covenant-ratifying sign in celebration of the New 
Covenant put into effect by Christ.   

 

      5.  In the case of marriage, sexual union is a beautiful, visible, covenant-ratifying sign, that they and 
their bodies belong to one another and are to be kept, protected, nurtured by one another as one 
flesh until death separates them.  

 

1 Corinthians 7:4   The wife does not have authority over her own body, but the husband does; 
and likewise also the husband does not have authority over his own body, but the wife does.  

 

       a.  Every time spouses engage is such physical union, they are reaffirming their marriage 
covenant, even as every time we eat the Lord’s Supper we are reaffirming our pledge of faith to 
Christ as Lord and Savior.  In this context sexual union is good and is a blessing. 

 

       b.  But when this covenant-ratifying sign is abused, and used outside the covenant of marriage, it  
 is evil and  a curse.  The Bible refers to it as fornication or adultery.  It would be 
like non-Christians eating the  Lord’s Supper, a lie bringing judgment upon themselves.  
Thus, the apostle’s horrified response to fornication among Corinthian church members, 
and urging of sexual purity: 



 

1 Corinthians 6:16   Or do you not know that the one who joins himself to a prostitute is 
one body with her? For He says, "THE TWO SHALL BECOME ONE FLESH." ... 

18
 Flee 

immorality. Every other sin that a man commits is outside the body, but the immoral man 
sins against his own body.  

 

  C.  Marriage is to be a permanent, indissoluble one flesh covenant relationship. 

 

      1.  Jesus corrects the liberal, unbiblical marriage theology of the Pharisees by a right understanding 
and application of the teaching of Genesis 2, that marriage is designed by God to be a permanent 
covenant relationship. 

 

Matthew 19:3   Some Pharisees came to Jesus, testing Him and asking, "Is it lawful for a man 

to divorce (apoluo) his wife for any reason at all?"
 4
 And He answered and said, "Have you not 

read that He who created them from the beginning MADE THEM MALE AND FEMALE,
 5
 and said, 

'FOR THIS REASON A MAN SHALL LEAVE HIS FATHER AND MOTHER AND BE JOINED TO 
HIS WIFE, AND THE TWO SHALL BECOME ONE FLESH '?

 6
 "So they are no longer two, but 

one flesh. What therefore God has joined together, let no man separate (chorizo)."  

 

      2.  Christ’s apostle Paul reiterates this, and then tells those who violate this what their next options 
are.  The wife has divorced her husband, contrary to Christ’s command.  The divorce dissolves 
the marriage, yet she is not permitted to remarry.  Why? 

 

1 Corinthians 7:10 But to the married (gamao) I give instructions, not I, but the Lord, that 

the wife (guna) should not leave (chorizo) her husband (anar)
 11

 (but if she does leave 

(chorizo), she must remain unmarried (agamos), or else be reconciled to her husband (anar), 

and that the husband (anar) should not divorce (aphiemi) his wife (guna).   

 

      3.  Divorce dissolves the marriage relationship, but not the one flesh covenant obligations of that    
 relationship, contrary to the religious teachings of the Pharisees in Jesus’s day. 

 

    a.  In Mishnah, Gittin (Bills of Divorce) 9:3 that rabbis taught ... 

 

The essential formula in the bill of divorce is, “Lo, thou art free to marry any man.”  R. 
Judah says:  “Let this be from me thy writ of divorce and letter of dismissal and deed of 
liberation, that thou mayest marry whatsoever man thou wilt.”  The essential formula in a 
writ of emancipation is, “Lo, thou art a freedwoman:  lo, thou belongest to thyself.” 

 

 b.  But Jesus taught that divorce did not dissolve the one flesh covenant obligation of marriage.  The     

 wife who did not commit sexual immorality cannot remarry without committing adultery. 

 

Matthew 5:31  "It was said, 'WHOEVER SENDS HIS WIFE AWAY, LET HIM GIVE HER 

A CERTIFICATE OF DIVORCE';
 32

 but I say to you that everyone who divorces his 

wife, except for the reason of unchastity, makes her commit adultery; and whoever 

marries a divorced woman commits adultery.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Luke 16:18 "Everyone who divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery, 

and he who marries one who is divorced from a husband commits adultery. 



 

 c.  Even today we have contractual obligations that continue when mutual relationships end.  
E.g., if I        hire a lawyer and half way through the case fire him/her, he is no longer my 
lawyer.  That      relationship is dissolved.  But the contractual obligations of that former 
relationship remain in      force.  Attorney Dan Landers writes ... 

The contractual obligations are primarily for the lawyer to represent the client diligently in 
a specified matter and for the client to pay the lawyer according to their agreement. ... T 
he lawyer may not disclose any communications or confidences of the client, without the 
client's consent (there are a few exceptions, such as to prevent the client from committing 
a serious crime, but not after a crime has already been committed). The lawyer cannot 

take on other representation that would be adverse to the interests of the client.  These 

obligations continue even after the contractual relationship is over, whether 
because the client fired the lawyer or the matter is concluded.  The lawyer still cannot 
disclose information which was obtained from the client during the representation and the 
lawyer cannot take on the representation of any new client if that new representation 
relates in any way to the representation of the former client and would be adverse to the 
interests of the former client in any way.  

 

 d.  So also, Jesus taught that divorce, in itself, does not dissolve the one flesh covenant obligations of       

 marriage.   

Conclusion 

   

    Our God is a good God, who created marriage to bless people, and did not create divorce which hurts 

people.  Therefore God said ... 

 

Malachi 2:15   "... Take heed then to your spirit, and let no one deal treacherously against the 

wife of your youth.
 16

 "For I hate divorce," says the LORD, the God of Israel, "and him who covers 
his garment with wrong," says the LORD of hosts. "So take heed to your spirit, that you do not 
deal treacherously." 

 

   The church has before her a choice of treating marriage in a way that leads her members toward either 

blessing or curse, toward good or evil, toward covenant faithfulness or adultery, toward life or death - for 1 

Corinthians 6:9-10 warns that adulterers will not enter the kingdom  of heaven. 

 

 Do we believe God has created marriage as something that is good and a blessing when entered into and     

 maintained according to His design?  Then let’s encourage one another to trust in Him, and in His Word,    

 and to live in our marriages in the image of our covenant making, covenant keeping Lord. 

 

Deuteronomy 7:9  "Know therefore that the LORD your God, He is God, the faithful God, who 

keeps His covenant and His lovingkindness to a thousandth generation with those who love 
Him and keep His commandments;  


