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Introduction  

1. Revelation is best understood as containing God’s plan of judgment and redemption for the 

created order presently under Satan’s control due to the curse of sin.  

a. This divine plan was set in motion by the death and resurrection of Christ and has yet to 

be fulfilled and completed.  

b. Thus, our text opens with an angelic “watchman” who raises the question of who is 

worthy to oversee the fulfillment of the divine plan. 

2. Revelation 4 describes the scene of the heavenly temple, the throne of God, establishing His 

sovereign authority over all the cosmos. 

a. The scene is tranquil compared to the chaotic and unsettled conditions of the present 

sinful state of the cosmos. 

b. The scene is majestic and ordered respecting both the earthly (the 24 elders) and the 

heavenly (the 4 living creatures) realms.  

3. Revelation 5 explains how God’s sovereign authority is to be carried out in rest of the book. 

a. The details follow Daniel 7 and Ezekiel 1 and 2; although Ezekiel yields prominence to 

Daniel.  

b. The first thing John sees (v. 1) is a scroll in the hand of the One occupying the throne.   

I. Question of the Watcher  

1. The significance of the watcher  

a. Compare Daniel 4:13, 14, and 23. 

b. He speaks for God but represents the cosmos under the control of Satan (Babylon) against 

whom God is in continual war. 

c. Daniel was ordered to “seal up the book” until “the end of time” (Dan. 12:4, 9; 2:28). 

d. The watcher now returns for the unsealing. 

2. The last days were inaugurated by Jesus’ resurrection (Rev. 1:17-19). 

a. The only place in the OT that speaks of sealing and the latter-day unsealing is Daniel (4 

and 12). 

b. Thus, unsealing the book should be the work of the resurrected Jesus. 

c. John is to witness the fulfillment of Daniel’s 500-year-old prophecy.  

II. The Nature of the Book  

1. The book’s identity  

a. The contents are revealed in the chapters that follow.  

b. The contents have to do primarily with divine judgment.  

c. The futurist view  

2. The book’s purpose  

a. The book reveals God’s plan to end sin’s rebellion. 



b. The question of the watcher (“who is worthy”) pertains to the authority to carry out God’s 

plan. 

c. John’s response (uncontrollable weeping) is despair that God’s glorious plan cannot be 

carried out. 

d. The hymns (5:9, 10 and 12) support this view. 

III. The Worthy Lamb  

1. The introduction of the Worthy One (vv. 5, 6) 

a. An elder (representing victorious saints) directs John to see Jesus standing in the midst of 

the throne. 

b. The Worthy One is identified as the Lion of Judah (Gen. 49:9, 10) and the Root of David 

(Isa. 11:1, 10; Rev. 22:16). 

c. However, John sees a Lamb standing, but slain. 

2. The description of the Worthy One (vv. 6, 7) 

a. He is still as One slain, speaking of the continuation of His redemptive death in the 

ongoing suffering of His church. 

b. He has seven horns, speaking of perfect and complete power and dominion (Dan. 7:7).  

c. He has seven eyes, speaking of His perfect knowledge and understanding of all things (2 

Chron. 16:9; Zech. 4:10).    

3. The worship of the Worthy One (vv. 8-14) expresses the divinity of the Lamb (comp. 4:9, 

10).  

Use  

1. Jesus has paved the way for His people, assuring them that they, too, shall reign.  

 This promise is for overcomers (2:7, 11, 17, 26; 3:5, 12, 21, and 21:5-8). 

 Overcomers follow the exhortation of Peter (1 Pet. 4:12-19).  

2. Revelation 4 and 5 were written to encourage the churches (2 and 3) and to correct the flaws 

in the churches since they are to be salt and light in the culture (Matt. 5:13-16).  

 Weak and faltering churches need to see the glorious future that is assured them in the 

triumph of the Lamb.  

 Jesus Christ is King of kings; discipleship is reckoned by the believer’s understanding, 

submission, and obedience to that truth (Rev. 14:4).  

3. The churches of the twenty-first century seem to be powerless against the encroaching 

darkness of this evil culture because of Erastianism.  

 Erastianism is “the doctrine that the state should have supremacy over the Church in 

ecclesiastical matters.”  

 Everything from incorporation to tax exemption has allowed the state to seize control of 

the church’s business. Jesus is alone Lord of the churches. 


