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Hebrews 11:22 

22  By faith Joseph, when he was dying, made mention of the exodus of the sons of 

Israel, and gave orders concerning his bones. 

 

Joseph’s Confession of Faith 

Hebrews 11:22 

 

INTRO: 

 

    Do you like concise statements that sum up where a person stands? Remember from your 

history class the speech that Patrick Henry made in the Virginia Legislature?  “Give me liberty, or 

give me death!” Nathan Hale, with the hang man’s rope around his neck, said, “I regret that I 

have but one life to give for my country.” Martin Luther at the Diet of Worms in April of 1521 

said while looking death in the face, “Unless I am convicted by Scripture and plain reason -- I do 

not accept the authority of Popes and councils, for they have contradicted each other -- my 

conscience is captive to the Word of God. I cannot and I will not recant anything, for to go 

against conscience is neither right nor safe. Here I stand, I can do no other, God help me.” This is 

the essence of what made Martin Luther able to stand alone for truth. His conscience was 

captive to the Word of God! 

 

Hebrews 11:22 recorded an important statement of Joseph’s faith in God. “By faith 

Joseph, when he was dying, made mention of the departure of the children of 

Israel, and gave instructions concerning his bones.” Joseph’s conscience was God’s 

willing captive, and that fact led to his greatest single statement of faith. 

 I. Joseph’s Statement of Faith 

II. Joseph’s Reason for Doing This 

 

I. Joseph’s Statement of Faith (verse 22) 

 

In Genesis 50:24-25 we read the record of Joseph’s faith.  

“And Joseph said to his brethren, ‘I am dying; but God will surely visit you, and 

bring you out of this land to the land of which He swore to Abraham, to Isaac, 

and to Jacob’ Then Joseph took an oath from the children of Israel, saying, ‘God 

will surely visit you, and you shall carry up my bones from here.’” 

 

A. Why did God the Holy Spirit choose this statement of Joseph’s faith to highlight in 

Hebrews 11? Many other possibilities come to mind. He could have emphasized Joseph’s 

faithfulness to God in the face of Potiphar’s wife’s advances. Surely, Joseph’s faithfulness 

under the stress of an unjust imprisonment should rate mentioning. Surprisingly enough, 
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none of these things are included in God’s memorial to Joseph’s faith. Instead, we find that 

God the Holy Spirit focuses our attention upon Joseph’s confession of his faith from his 

death bed. Why is this statement so significant? 

 

B. Joseph’s deathbed confession was important because Joseph, like his father, grandfather, 

and great grandfather before him, planning for something that God promised, but He has 

not yet done. Joseph made plans for a future still distant. 

 

C. Joseph was not motivated by a new revelation from God. He remembered and keeping 

before his mind the promise God made to Abraham. Joseph did not believe because he saw 

the vision that Jacob saw at Bethel. He believed because God had promised and He believed 

it. 

 

D. Joseph understood that he was not going to see the Exodus. The Exodus was still many 

generations in the future. Still, he prepared the people of God for that day. Joseph did two 

things to engrave this truth into the minds of those who would follow.  

 

1. First, he reminded them of the promise that God made to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 

v.24    “‘I am dying; but God will surely visit you, and bring you out of this land to 

the land of which He swore to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob’’” 

 

2. Second, he made them swear, take an oath, that when this happened they would 

take his body with them!  

v.25    “Then Joseph took an oath from the children of Israel, saying, ‘God will 

surely visit you, and you shall carry up my bones from here.’”  
This oath would be passed on one generation to the next until the day of their Exodus 

from the land of Egypt. Every generation would have to be reminded of the promise 

God made to Joseph. Finally, when the Exodus came, they took Jacob’s bones with them 

from Egypt. 

Exodus 13:19    “And Moses took the bones of Joseph with him, for he had placed 

the children of Israel under solemn oath, saying, “God will surely visit you, and 

you shall carry up my bones from here with you.” 

 

E. Joseph’s dying confession was an outgrowth of a life lived in fellowship with the living 

God. Joseph demonstrated his relationship with God every step of the way. Remember 

when he was sold as a slave to Potiphar? It would have been real easy to think that God had 

forgotten him and so he should take advantage of any opportunity that came his way. 

Joseph did not do that. When the temptation with Potiphar’s wife happened, listen to what 

Joseph said,  

Genesis 39:9    “How then could I do this great evil, and sin against God?” 

Sinning against God that concerned Joseph more than sinning against Potiphar! 
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1. Surely, when he was falsely accused and thrown into prison for just being faithful that 

Joseph would crack and blame God for his misfortune. Even in prison, he kept his faith in 

God. 

 

2. Joseph was finally delivered from prison and brought before the Pharaoh, he still 

points to the living God as the source of the blessing.  

Genesis 41:16    “Joseph then answered Pharaoh, saying, ‘It is not in me; God 

will give Pharaoh a favorable answer.’”  

This was not a popular thing to do in a land where the Pharaoh was seen as a god! 

 

3. Joseph remained faithful to God in the days of his prosperity, power, and wealth. 

When times are good we are less aware of our need of God 

 

After a life of principled obedience and relationship, Joseph, when he died summed up His faith 

in God.  

 

II. Joseph’s Reason for Doing This 

 

A. Why did Joseph take these steps? First, this step was important to Joseph because he 

was an important official in Egypt. He did not want to be remembered in history as an 

Egyptian.  He wanted his sons and everyone else to know that he was a Hebrew and served 

the Hebrew God! 

 

B. Second, Joseph may have done this because Egyptians worshiped their departed 

Pharaoh’s as gods. He may have feared that they might try to deify him after his death. He 

wanted no part in that process. 

  

C. Third, he openly identified with the Jews to encourage the faith of his brothers and their 

children. Being a child of the promise was more important to Joseph than being a power 

broker in the most powerful nation on the face of the earth! 

 

D. Finally, he did it because he wanted to please God. How many things do we do every day, 

not because it is popular, not because we gain some benefit from it, but solely because it 

pleases God?  I think the answer to this question reveals a lot about where we are 

spiritually.  Paul prayed for the Colossians that they might 

Colossians 1:10    “walk worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing Him, being fruitful in 

every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God;”  

May God help us to be found in this verse. 

 


