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Introduction 

1. We are in the third major section of this first chapter as James presses the necessity for the saints to hold 
firm in the faith as they endure various trials. 

a. The saints under trial need God’s wisdom to enable steadfast endurance (vv. 2-11). 

b. The saints under trial need understanding of the origin and nature of trials in order to overcome them 
(vv. 12-18). 

c. The saints under trial need to receive (utilize), respond, and resign to the implanted Word for their 
salvation (vv. 19-27). 

2. Before we tackle the paragraph before us (vv. 22-27), two things need definition and discussion: law-
liberty (v. 25) and religion (vv. 26, 27). 

a. The perfect Law of liberty (eleutheria, translated “liberty” 11 times in the AV) reads literally in the 
Greek: “the perfect law—that one of liberty—etc.” (v. 25).  

b. “Religion” (threskeia, translated “religion” 3 times and “worship” once in the AV) is the formal 
(ceremonial and ritual) and disciplined (daily) out-working of one’s faith. As used by James, religion 
refers to what one does while professing faith. Is the professor’s conduct consistent with what he 
claims to believe? If not, his religion is worthless (v. 26). We will take up this topic next week, Lord 
willing. 

I. The Law 

1. Law, as used in Scripture, generally equals “the whole truth of God” (Calvin; Matt. 5:17; Rom. 3:21). 

a. Law is often more narrowly confined to God’s commandments (Rom. 13:8-10; Matt. 5:18, 19). 

b. Law informs God’s creatures of His expectations of them as they relate to Him and to others around 
them. 

c. Meeting God’s expectations is called righteousness, and law defines the terms of obedience (1 Cor. 6:9, 
10). All mankind is obligated to God’s law. 

2. Our wrong attitude toward law may be owing to the false notion ascribed by Satan that God unfairly uses 
law to restrain and bind people (Gen. 3:1-5). 

a. Satan intimated that God’s command was unfairly restrictive, preventing Adam and Eve from 
“knowing” good and evil. 

b. Satan lied in denying a just consequence of disobedience—“you will not surely die.” 

c. Satan offered a false freedom from God’s control by disobeying the command so that they could 
become “as god” or equal to God. 

3. Satan still confuses the issue in one of two ways: 

a. Satan intimates that sinners can repair the breach of sin by establishing their own righteousness (Rom. 
10:3). The law cannot save anyone, no matter how careful they are to keep it, because the flesh is 
incapable of righteousness (Rom. 8:7). 

b. Satan lies to professing Christians by twisting the definition of gospel-freedom to mean freedom from 
law, period (Gal. 5:1). It is believed that grace replaces law and frees believers to live as they please, 
even sinfully, without fear of judgment. 



c. There is a very subtle variation to this concept of freedom. The professor gives mental assent to what 
he ought to do but excuses himself because he is weak and flawed and so, does not obey. He 
continues his self-directed life of pleasure and self-seeking, believing God will be loving and gracious 
in spite of his persistent disobedience. Such thinking may delude the professor right into judgment 
and hell. 

II. The Perfect Law 

1. The law as given by Moses is compared here to its gospel improvement outlined in Romans 8:2-4. 

a. Under the old covenant the law was “a law of sin and death” (v. 2) or a “ministry of death carved out 
in letters on stone” (2 Cor. 3:7). Weakened by sinful flesh, it was a law of death because it could not 
impart life (the ability to live righteously before God, v. 3). God fixed the problem by sending Christ in 
the likeness of sinful flesh as a sin offering to satisfy His justice by condemning sin in the flesh—
Christ’s flesh (v. 3). He also fixed the problem by radically altering our position from “in the flesh” to 
“in the Spirit” (v. 9), which now enables believers to obey God (v. 12; see Rom. 6:17, 18). 

b. Believers are now under the law of the Spirit of life” (v. 2) “in order that the righteousness 
requirements of the law might be fulfilled in us” (v. 4). Note carefully that fulfillment is for those who 
walk according to the Spirit. It is not Christ’s imputed righteousness here but righteous obedience 
enabled by the Holy Spirit. 

2. Jesus addressed His perfecting of the law in Matthew 5:17-20. It is the same Law made perfect by Christ. 

a. Jesus came to fulfill or complete the Law, thus perfecting it (v. 17). 

b. The Law and the Prophets (OT Scripture) declare, define, and defend the Law of God. The priests 
taught the Law, and the prophets warned of the consequences of disobedience to the Law. 

c. Jesus’ perfecting of the Law enabled righteousness that exceeds that attempted by the Jews (v. 20)—a 
righteousness necessary to enter the kingdom. 

d. The perfected Law provides believers a means to live righteously (obediently) before God through the 
Holy Spirit’s enabling work (John 14:15-17; Rom. 13:8-10; Gal. 6:2; 1 Cor. 9:21). 

III. The Perfect Law of Liberty 

1. The implanted Word (James 1:21) is “able to save” our souls. 

a. What the Law could not do before Christ is now possible through the Spirit’s enablement. 

b. Thus, James warns, “Do not deceive yourselves by thinking that simply hearing the Word is enough; we 
must also do it.” 

c. Obedience to God’s Word is critical to salvation (Eph. 2:8-10). 

2. We will be judged on the basis of those works (James 2:12; Rom. 2:6-11; 2 Cor. 5:10; Rev. 14:13; Matt. 
25). Since works do not save, some think that only faith matters on judgment day. This is wrong 
thinking? It is works that will be the object of judgment (Rom. 2:6). Doing or not doing the will of God 
determines one’s eternal fate (Matt. 7:21; 1 John 2:7). Works matter because they are the evidence of 
saving faith (James 2:14)—that one is truly a new creature in Christ (Matt. 7:15-20). 

3. The implanted Word (salvation by gospel grace) is able to save us because it gives liberty to obey the 
perfect Law by which we will be judged. 

In Closing— 

Auditing a course in college means that you want to get the knowledge offered without doing any of the 
work required for credit. any professing believers are satisfied merely to audit the Christian life. Auditing, 
however, will not satisfy the requirements of the course. 

“So speak and so act as those who are to be judged under the law of liberty” (James 2:12).   


