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KJV – Revelation 17:1-18 

 

The Revelation of Jesus Christ – Lesson 39 

Introduction: 

     In tonight’s lesson we will begin our study of the seven dooms of Babylon. But first we must note 
what Babylon is referring to here. It is not the ancient kingdom of Babylon as we have learned 
about in the book of Daniel. However it does start with this kingdom, as seen from 
Nebuchadnezzar’s statue.  

     These next two chapters deal with the whole Babylonish system. There are two Babylons one as 
system of the Gentile world-government; the political system that is controlled by the Anti-Christ. 
The beast controls the first and he creates the second. The second Babylon is the religious system, 
the apostate church that opposes the One True Living God, and the LORD Jesus Christ.  

- Babylon the woman – represents the religious system; the mother church of the beast. 
- Babylon the beast – represents the political system; the gentile world powers of Satan.  

Revelation 17:1-18 

1 And there came one of the seven angels which had the seven vials, and talked with me, saying unto 
me, Come hither; I will shew unto thee the judgment of the great whore that sitteth upon many waters: 

2 With whom the kings of the earth have committed fornication, and the inhabitants of the earth have 
been made drunk with the wine of her fornication. 

3 So he carried me away in the spirit into the wilderness: and I saw a woman sit upon a scarlet 
coloured beast, full of names of blasphemy, having seven heads and ten horns. 

4 And the woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet colour, and decked with gold and precious stones 
and pearls, having a golden cup in her hand full of abominations and filthiness of her fornication: 

5 And upon her forehead was a name written, MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS 
AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH. 

6 And I saw the woman drunken with the blood of the saints, and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus: 
and when I saw her, I wondered with great admiration. 

7 And the angel said unto me, Wherefore didst thou marvel? I will tell thee the mystery of the woman, 
and of the beast that carrieth her, which hath the seven heads and ten horns. 
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8 The beast that thou sawest was, and is not; and shall ascend out of the bottomless pit, and go into 
perdition: and they that dwell on the earth shall wonder, whose names were not written in the book of 
life from the foundation of the world, when they behold the beast that was, and is not, and yet is. 

9 And here is the mind which hath wisdom. The seven heads are seven mountains, on which the woman 
sitteth. 

10 And there are seven kings: five are fallen, and one is, and the other is not yet come; and when he 
cometh, he must continue a short space. 

11 And the beast that was, and is not, even he is the eighth, and is of the seven, and goeth into perdition. 

12 And the ten horns which thou sawest are ten kings, which have received no kingdom as yet; but 
receive power as kings one hour with the beast. 

13 These have one mind, and shall give their power and strength unto the beast. 

14 These shall make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb shall overcome them: for he is Lord of lords, and 
King of kings: and they that are with him are called, and chosen, and faithful. 

15 And he saith unto me, The waters which thou sawest, where the whore sitteth, are peoples, and 
multitudes, and nations, and tongues. 

16 And the ten horns which thou sawest upon the beast, these shall hate the whore, and shall make her 
desolate and naked, and shall eat her flesh, and burn her with fire. 

17 For God hath put in their hearts to fulfill His will, and to agree, and give their kingdom unto the 
beast, until the words of God shall be fulfilled. 

18 And the woman which thou sawest is that great city, which reigneth over the kings of the earth. 

     In Revelation 17-18 the major Tribulation theme focuses on the destruction of Babylon. Four 
main chapters of the Bible graphically describe this key prophetic event. Much of the specific detail 
comes from Jeremiah 50-51, but there are more observations we may make from this part of 
Revelation. 

Revelation 17:1 

1 And there came one of the seven angels which had the seven vials, and talked with me, saying unto 
me, Come hither; I will shew unto thee the judgment of the great whore that sitteth upon many waters: 

     This parenthetical chapter links us back to chapter 16 with the angels with the final seven bowl 
judgments which extend up to the Second Coming of the LORD Jesus Christ. This is the details of 
what these bowl judgments did to the first Babylon spoken of.  Babylon the woman, representing 
the religious system the mother church of the beast as she sits upon many waters.  
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     This reference to the water clearly shows the Gentile forces as seen in verse 15. This is the false 
religion influenced by the working of Satan, the prince of the power of the air. One of the tools 
working in our day and time right as we speak is the fast spreading demonic religion of Islam.  

     It is a satanic system of religion that is luring people far away from Jesus Christ and the truth of 
God. Politicians are defending it and even allowing it to be taught in schools. It is becoming the 
great harlot religion and this is not a coincidence, for this is all heading to this Tribulation 
judgment. 

Revelation 17:2 

2 With whom the kings of the earth have committed fornication, and the inhabitants of the earth have 
been made drunk with the wine of her fornication. 

     This harlot will ally herself with the world’s political leaders. The term “fornication” here does 
not refer to the sin of sexual immorality. But rather this woman causes the world to become 
intoxicated with her pleasures and enter into an orgy of sin, rebellion, hatred and idolatry toward 
Almighty God.  

Revelation 17:3 

3 So he carried me away in the spirit into the wilderness: and I saw a woman sit upon a scarlet 
coloured beast, full of names of blasphemy, having seven heads and ten horns. 

     The woman is the first Babylon - representing the religious system; the mother church of the 
beast, or the Anti-Christ. She is pictured her sitting upon a scarlet colored beast, which is the second 
Babylon controlled by the Anti-Christ. (the beast itself is a type or a picture of the Anti-Christ).  

     This beast is full of names of blasphemy (Daniel 7:25). The seven heads are the remains seven 
kingdoms of the ten toes after three have rose up against the Anti-Christ and been subdued by his 
power (Daniel 7:24). The ten horns are the ten original kingdoms of the ten toes in Daniel chapter 
two and Revelation chapter 13.  

Daniel 7:23-25 

23 Thus he said, The fourth beast shall be the fourth kingdom upon earth, which shall be diverse from 
all kingdoms, and shall devour the whole earth, and shall tread it down, and break it in pieces. 

24 And the ten horns out of this kingdom are ten kings that shall arise: and another shall rise after 
them; and he shall be diverse from the first, and he shall subdue three kings. 

25 And he shall speak great words against the most High, and shall wear out the saints of the most 
High, and think to change times and laws: and they shall be given into his hand until a time and times 
and the dividing of time. 
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Revelation 17:4-6 

4 And the woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet colour, and decked with gold and precious stones 
and pearls, having a golden cup in her hand full of abominations and filthiness of her fornication: 

5 And upon her forehead was a name written, MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS 
AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH. 

6 And I saw the woman drunken with the blood of the saints, and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus: 
and when I saw her, I wondered with great admiration. 

     This mother of all of the harlots is clothed in purple and scarlet, she is arrayed with fine gold, 
precious stones and pearls. Her title is clearly known throughout the world as BABYLON THE GREAT, 
THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH. As the mother, referenced as Babylon 
birthed ultimately out of the Gentile region of Babel or Babylon that reaches out to the many waters 
of the nations.  

     John points out that this woman is a murderer. The woman is drunken from the blood of the 
saints – this could be a reference to all the Old Testament saints that were killed for the faith from 
the false religious systems that ruled the world up until the time of Christ.  

     This mother of harlots is also drunken from the blood of the martyrs of Jesus. These are the post 
cross saints and those of the great tribulation. False religion has killed millions of believers over the 
centuries, and the final false system of religion under the complete control of Satan will be far more 
deadly than any and all that came before it.  

Revelation 17:7  

7 And the angel said unto me, Wherefore didst thou marvel? I will tell thee the mystery of the woman, 
and of the beast that carrieth her, which hath the seven heads and ten horns. 

     John said at the end of verse six, when he saw her “I wondered with great admiration”. Meaning 
that he marveled at this great mystery; John had saw persecution in his day, but nothing like this. 
This severe suffering of the saints and the persecution to come will be on a global, worldwide scale 
because this woman, the mother of harlots will have the support of the leader of the world; the 
Anti-Christ. Now the angel will tell John the mystery of this woman and the beast. 

Revelation 17:8 

8 The beast that thou sawest was, and is not; and shall ascend out of the bottomless pit, and go into 
perdition: and they that dwell on the earth shall wonder, whose names were not written in the book of 
life from the foundation of the world, when they behold the beast that was, and is not, and yet is. 

     I will try not to spend the rest the lesson on this one verse. Because this verse tells us so much 
about the Sovereignty of Almighty God and His plan of Election according to the counsel of His own 
will. I could spend a month on this verse, tied in with all the other Scripture that support 
unconditional election. And that the names of His chosen were written in the Lamb’s Book of Life 
from the foundation of the world.  
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     All of these will not bow down and worship this beast that ascends out of the bottomless pit and 
goes into perdition. This beast is the Anti-Christ, that man of sin, the son of perdition. All of those 
whose names are not already recorded in the Lamb’s Book of Life will freely worship this beast. 
This is not speaking of any other books, not the book of days, or the book of members, or the book 
of tears. Nor is it speaking of the book of remembrance, but this verse is clearly speaking of the 
Lamb’s book of Life.  

     Those not written will freely worship because of such a strong influence this woman has over the 
world with her false system of religion.  

     They know of God, “Because that which may be known of God is manifest in them; for God hath 
shewed it unto them. For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, 
being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are 
without excuse: Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as God, neither were 
thankful; but became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened” (Romans 1:19-
21).  

     “And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; because they received not the 
love of the truth, that they might be saved. And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that 
they should believe a lie: That they all might be damned who believed not the truth, but had pleasure 
in unrighteousness” (2 Thessalonians 2:10-12). 

 

Romans 9:21-26 

21 Hath not the potter power over the clay, of the same lump to make one vessel unto honour, and 
another unto dishonour? 

22 What if God, willing to shew his wrath, and to make his power known, endured with much 
longsuffering the vessels of wrath fitted to destruction: 

23 And that he might make known the riches of his glory on the vessels of mercy, which he had afore 
prepared unto glory, 

24 Even us, whom he hath called, not of the Jews only, but also of the Gentiles? 

25 As he saith also in Osee, I will call them my people, which were not my people; and her beloved, 
which was not beloved. 

26 And it shall come to pass, that in the place where it was said unto them, Ye are not my people; there 
shall they be called the children of the living God. 

     So the question is simple; who will worship the beast? All of those whose names were not 
written in the Lamb’s Book of Life from the foundation of the world.  
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Revelation 17:9-12 

9 And here is the mind which hath wisdom. The seven heads are seven mountains, on which the woman 
sitteth. 

10 And there are seven kings: five are fallen, and one is, and the other is not yet come; and when he 
cometh, he must continue a short space. 

11 And the beast that was, and is not, even he is the eighth, and is of the seven, and goeth into perdition. 

12 And the ten horns which thou sawest are ten kings, which have received no kingdom as yet; but 
receive power as kings one hour with the beast. 

     Now the angel begins to go into detail and explain more about this beast. Seven heads are the 
seven mountains on which the woman sitteth. Many will try to say this is Rome, because Rome was 
built on seven hills. These seven mountains each have a leader which are the seven kings as clearly 
seen in verse ten. These seven kings represent the seven gentile world empires that have ruled the 
world throughout the ages; Egypt, Assyria, Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece, Rome and lastly the 
empire of the final beast, the Anti-Christ. 

During the time that John was writing this Revelation: 

1. five are fallen, - Egypt, Assyria, Babylon, Medo-Persia, and Greece. 
2. and one is, - Rome. (The World power during the time that John was writing). 
3. and the other is not yet come; - The kingdom of the Anti-Christ. 

     The beast that was, and is not, even he is the eighth, and is of the seven, and goeth into perdition. 
The Anti-Christ kingdom is said to be both the seventh and the eighth kingdoms because of his 
death and counterfeit resurrection. After his supposed resurrection he will go into perdition.  

 

Revelation 17:13-14 

13 These have one mind, and shall give their power and strength unto the beast. 

14 These shall make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb shall overcome them: for he is Lord of lords, and 
King of kings: and they that are with him are called, and chosen, and faithful. 

     All of these kings that give their power to the beast will do exactly what we talked about last 
week at the pouring out of the sixth vial. They will gather together to make war with the Lamb. 
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Revelation 16:12-16 

12 And the sixth angel poured out his vial upon the great river Euphrates; and the water thereof was 
dried up, that the way of the kings of the east might be prepared. 

13 And I saw three unclean spirits like frogs come out of the mouth of the dragon, and out of the mouth 
of the beast, and out of the mouth of the false prophet. 

14 For they are the spirits of devils, working miracles, which go forth unto the kings of the earth and of 
the whole world, to gather them to the battle of that great day of God Almighty. 

15 Behold, I come as a thief. Blessed is he that watcheth, and keepeth his garments, lest he walk naked, 
and they see his shame. 

16 And he gathered them together into a place called in the Hebrew tongue Armageddon. 

     Revelation 17:14 is getting the forces ready for Armageddon, to make war with the Lamb, but He 
shall overcome them when He returns with His saints with power and great glory. Yet who is this 
returning? They that are with him are called, and chosen, and faithful. 

 

Revelation 17:15 

15 And he saith unto me, The waters which thou sawest, where the whore sitteth, are peoples, and 
multitudes, and nations, and tongues. 

     This verse shows us the power of this woman over the many waters as stated in verse one. These 
are all the peoples of the nations of the world whose names were not recorded in the Lamb’s Book 
of Life from the foundation of the world. She will have such power over them because – “with all 
deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; because they received not the love of the truth, 
that they might be saved. And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they should 
believe a lie: That they all might be damned who believed not the truth, but had pleasure in 
unrighteousness” (2 Thessalonians 2:10-12). 

 

Revelation 17:16-18 

16 And the ten horns which thou sawest upon the beast, these shall hate the whore, and shall make her 
desolate and naked, and shall eat her flesh, and burn her with fire. 

17 For God hath put in their hearts to fulfill His will, and to agree, and give their kingdom unto the 
beast, until the words of God shall be fulfilled. 

18 And the woman which thou sawest is that great city, which reigneth over the kings of the earth. 
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     After the Anti-Christ uses the false church to unify the world under a one world God-hating 
system, he along with his other leaders will turn against the false church and seize her wealth and 
power so that he may have all of her worship for himself. At one time this woman was a great city 
that ruled over the kings of the earth. But now she is but mere ashes, broken, desolate and naked. 
All of these kings will turn against her and give all their power to the beast. Why, you might ask? 

     For God hath put in their hearts to fulfill His will, and to agree, and give their kingdom unto the 
beast, until the words of God shall be fulfilled. Declaring the end from the beginning, and from 
ancient times the things that are not yet done, saying, My counsel shall stand, and I will do all my 
pleasure, God said in Isaiah 46:10. 

     This is why this book is a blessing. “Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear the words of this 
prophecy, and keep those things which are written therein: for the time is at hand” (Revelation 1:3). 
This wonderful book is loaded with the truths of God’s Immutable Sovereignty. This chapter of 
Revelation is packed with the Sovereignty of God; everything from His Counsel, to His Will, to His 
Power, to His purpose of Election; who could deny these truths? 

     Like I said Sunday morning in the message titled “Cause and Effect”.  If you deny this then please 
by all means, strip it away, cut it out from the pages of God’s Holy text.  

- Will you be like the woman at the feet of King Solomon who would have the child rent in 
half so that you could have only the part that pleases you? 

 
- Or will you embrace it, and be like the mother that loved the child saying unto King 

Solomon, cut not the child in half, let her have him so that he may live and do his work? 

     We may not understand all of the intricate details of God’s plan, but by trusting in Him and Him 
alone we can be assured that we will have an eternity to learn more and more about them. To God 
be the glory, great things He hath done.   

 


