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Message #74              Matthew 21:18-22 

 

This miracle is the only miracle Christ performed which was negative.  This is Christ’s only 

miracle of judgment.  In Matthew 21, Jesus has been demonstrating His authority as King in 

Jerusalem.  He entered Jerusalem triumphantly (21:1-11) and He cleansed His temple (21:12-17). 

Now with His disciples and for His disciples He performs a most unusual negative miracle, 

which communicates this principle: 

 

JESUS CHRIST HAS THE AUTHORITY TO PRONOUNCE A NEGATIVE JUDG-

MENT ON ANYTHING OR ANYONE SO THAT THEY WILL NEVER BEAR ANY 

 FRUIT  AND, AT SOME POINT, WHEN HE HAS BEEN REJECTED, HE WILL PRO-

NOUNCE THIS JUDGMENT. 
 

Jesus Christ is in a position to actually see to it that something or someone remains barren, that is 

He can pronounce a judgment/curse so that one never bears any fruit.  That is precisely what He 

does to a fig tree.  Now keep this principle in mind–the same power that kills the possibility of 

fruit-production from this tree is the same power that could have caused this tree to produce so 

much fruit that it would never stop. 

 

PART #1 – Jesus is  hungry .  21:18 

 

Dr. Walvoord said this episode was carefully planned by Christ to convey truth to His disciples 

about their faith.  This verse is important because it clearly shows the disciples and us that Jesus 

had a real and true humanity and real and true deity.  As man, He can be hungry and as God, He 

can pronounce judgment on a tree. 

 

PART #2 – Jesus pronounces a  barren  curse on a fig tree.  21:19 

 

Now a fig tree normally produces fruit along with its leaves.  A fig tree offers both fruit and 

shade (I Kings 4:25).  So when one would first look at a fig tree and see the leaves, one would 

naturally expect to find fruit.  But in this case, appearance was not reality. 

 

A curse was a negative pronouncement by God, which was the antithesis of blessing.  In this 

case the curse meant instead of the tree producing fruit, it would never produce fruit.  Jesus is 

pronouncing a non-bearing fruit curse on the tree.  The tree might have lots of rustling leaves, 

but no fruit, like a church that has lots of rustling activity and programs, but no real depth or real 

spiritual fruit.  Mark says it was completely withered by the next day (Mark 11:13-14; 19-20).  

The Greek words “at once” (v. 19-20) mean that instantly the process of withering started and by 

the next day it was obvious to any who saw it that the tree was totally withered. 

 

(Observation #1) - The pronouncement on this tree is an analogy of what was happening in 

Israel.  There is much speculation on whether it is legitimate to take this fig tree matter and apply 

it to Israel.  There are two other texts that give us this right: Matt. 24:32-33; Luke 13:6-9. 
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(Observation #2) - Jesus Christ can pronounce a non-fruit bearing curse on a church.  In fact, He 

warned of this very thing in the seven churches of Revelation, to the church of Ephesus 

(Rev. 2:5). 

 

(Observation #3) - Jesus Christ can pronounce a non-fruit bearing curse on an individual.  The 

ability to grow to a fruit-producing believer is an ability which is not an automatic guarantee; it 

is permission (Heb. 6:3), a permitted grant from God. 

 

PART #3 – The  disciples  respond to Christ’s judgment.  21:20 

 

It is so sad that these disciples, who have been traveling with Jesus for over three years, are 

astonished that Jesus could have such power over a tree.  What they lacked was proper faith! 

 

PART #4 – Jesus  responds  to His disciples.  21:21-22 

 

(Response #1) - You disciples need a non-doubting  faith .  21:21 

 

Notice it is not any mountain, but “this mountain” (very emphatic in Greek using a near demons-

trative pronoun), literally the Mt. of Olives (21:1).  We know that this mountain needs to exist 

when Christ returns in all of His glory (Zech. 14:4).  Had Israel had the right faith in Him, the 

Mt. of Olives could have been removed and He could have established His kingdom and reigned 

over the world.  After all, before Christ reigns every mountain will be removed (Rev. 16:20).  

Jesus is not talking about goofy, idiotic faith that tries to move the Tetons; He is talking about a 

faith in Him that at that very moment could have moved the Mt. of Olives and established Him 

as Israel’s King of Kings reigning in Jerusalem. 

 

There is an application for us.  Mountains are sometimes used in Scripture to refer to a high 

place from which help comes.  For example, in Psalm 121:1 we read “I will lift up my eyes to the 

mountains; from whence shall my help come?”  Now we know that help literally does not come 

by looking up at a mountain; help comes from God (Psalm 121:2).  Jesus is using a similar 

analogy here.  He is not talking about literally moving any mountain, but about literally moving 

God, who made the mountain.  One who has a non-doubting faith will see God move in many 

ways.  Obstacles will be removed and fruit will be produced. 

 

(Response #2) - You disciples need believing  prayer .  21:22 

 

Since the disciples had been traveling with Jesus Christ, there was not much need for them to 

have a consistent prayer life.  Now the statement “all things” is not a statement about every 

single thing.  God is not promising I will give you every single thing you ask for.  Dr. Ironside 

accurately concluded that “This is not to be understood that God will grant every request we 

make or give us whatever we ask.”  The grammar will not support this.  It is a statement about 

the character and quality of all things you pray about.  In other words, when you pray for all 

kinds of things and believe God for those things, you will see God answer all kinds of things. 
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In this context, one thing we need to pray for is that God will permit us as a church and as an 

individual to produce fruit.  God determines fruit production, so let us pray and believe that God 

will use us to bear much fruit for that is clearly His will (John 15:8). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


