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Woe to Me if I Preach Not the Gospel

1 Corinthians 9:16

Prayer:  Father, again I thank you for the fact that you are  an 

awesome God, that you are our God, that we have the  incredible 

privilege of coming before you every week to corpor ately offer up 

our worship and to sit as it were at your feet open ing up your book 

and seeking your wisdom.  And so I pray again this morning as we do 

just that, that we would have the privilege of your  Holy Spirit 

guiding us, directing us, walking us into truth, tr uth that is of 

permanent value, and I pray this in Jesus' name.  A men.  

Well this morning we're going to be looking at Paul 's words in 1 

Corinthians 9:16 , there it says this, it says:  For if I preach the 

gospel, that gives me no ground for boasting.  For necessity is 

laid upon me.  Woe to me if I do not preach the gos pel!   Woe to me 

if I preach not the gospel!   

You know, a while back I was taken to task by a non -Christian 

friend of mine for being excessively eager to relat e everything and 

anything to God and the Bible.  And trust me, my fr iend was not 



being complimentary.  In fact he was basically stat ing just the 

opposite.  He accused me of being dangerously unbal anced and 

morbidly preoccupied with twisting everything into a God thing.  I 

pointed out to him that we had had many, many discu ssions about 

sports and politics, music and culture and none of those 

discussions had strayed into theology, but he would n't hear of it.  

"It's too much," he said.  I said to him, "Okay," I  said, "You tell 

me what is enough and what is too much." 

And that's the question that I want to ask this mor ning.  You know, 

we are evangelicals, we are supposed to be particul arly aware of 

the great commission of Matthew 28 , literally Jesus's last words on 

earth.  He said:  "Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, 

baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the 

Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I ha ve commanded 

you.  And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age."   

Now Paul describes his own sense of urgency to Chri st's command by 

saying, "Woe to me if I preach not the gospel!"   Now is that you?  

I mean, is it enough, is it -- is it too much?  And  the question we 

want to know is what does God expect of us?  What i s the point, 

what is the -- what is the purpose and what is the power in 

preaching the gospel?  

First I want to look at the point.  What is the poi nt?  And I want 



to go back in a little bit of my own personal histo ry because the 

first ten years of my Christian life were years in which I 

understood the answer to that to be a no-brainer, I  mean, you 

preach the gospel to save souls.  I was told repeat edly by the dear 

ones who disciplined me that God was looking for so ul winners.  And 

so I was -- I was trained to be a soul winner by pe ople who took 

that mandate seriously.  And we went to the classic s on soul 

winning, we went to the Roman Road and the Four Spi ritual Laws 

which were two very influential evangelical publica tions and I 

learned through them how to present the gospel.  An d much of what 

they told me was very, very valuable, but some of i t I believe was 

simply mistaken.  Now, my teachers pointed to Proverbs 11:30  which 

says:  He who wins souls is wise.   And they pointed also to the 

statement by Paul in 1 Corinthians 9  where he says this, he says:  

Though I am free from all men, I have made myself a  servant to all, 

that I might win the more; and to the Jews I became  as a Jew, that 

I might win Jews; to those who are under the law, a s under the law, 

that I might win those who are under the law.   And so I understood 

from these dear folks that our job was to get peopl e saved and win 

them for Christ, and you did that by being persuasi ve, you did that 

by being persistent, even becoming all things to al l men so that 

you could have the opportunity to present the gospe l.  Now let me 

tell you, much of that was right on.  And I learned  the value of 

knowing the gospel and how to present it.  I also l earned that 



sharing the gospel was a sacred responsibility that  seems to have 

gone by the wayside these days.  You know, we would  go out by twos, 

we would go out witnessing because the world was lo st and it 

desperately needed the gospel.  And that was the go od part, and all 

of that was true.  But the enemy, the enemy has a p laybook for 

everything including presenting the gospel.  You se e, the point of 

the gospel is not particularly saving the lost, as crucial as that 

is.  The point of the gospel is the glory of God.  

Jesus in his high priestly prayer in John 17:4  says this, he says:  

"I have glorified you on the earth.  I have finishe d the work which 

you have given me to do."   See, Jesus understood that the primary 

purpose of his work and the primary purpose of our work is to 

glorify the Father.  Paul understood it as well, an d he expressed 

it in Ephesians 1:11, he says this:  In him also we have obtained 

an inheritance, being predestined according to the purpose of him 

who works all things according to the counsel of hi s will, that we 

who first trusted in Christ should be to the praise  of His glory.   

Paul's saying we are predestined according to God's  purpose but 

that purpose is to the praise of his glory.  That's  the point and 

purpose of our existence.  God says you are the cro wn of my 

creation.  We are created by God to glorify him, th at is to 

illustrate through our own lives who our creator is  and what he 

does, and that's what should drive us in our presen tation of the 



gospel.  And when the point of preaching the gospel  shifts as it 

has for many, many years, when it shifts from glori fying God to 

simply saving souls, well it moves from the highest  possible goal 

down to a very good goal and something gets lost in  the 

translation.  The gospel begins to lose some of it ' s hard edge, the 

ends begin to justify the means.  And so I start pr eaching a gospel 

that is all good news with very little of the bad.  I start out by 

telling folks that God loves you and has a perfect plan for your 

life even though nowhere in the entire Bible will y ou ever see the 

gospel presented like that.  You know, look at Pete r, he starts out 

by first telling folks the bad news.  In Acts 2  he says:  "This 

Jesus, delivered up according to the definite plan and 

foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by t he hands of 

lawless men."   That's the bad news right up front.  Then he give s 

the good news.  "God raised him up loosing the pangs of death, 

because it was not possible for him to be held by i t."   So what is 

Peter doing?  He is glorifying God by telling folks  who God is, and 

then he's telling what he's done, the results follo w, it says:  Now 

when they heard this they were cut to the heart, an d said to Peter 

and the rest of the apostles, "Brothers, what shall  we do?"  And 

Peter said, "Repent and be baptized every one of yo u in the name of 

Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive 

the gift of the Holy Spirit."   You know, 3,000 people found Christ 

that day through a method that would absolutely hor rify church 



planters today.  Speak the truth in love and thereb y unleash the 

power of the gospel.  

I know deep down for many, they just think, well, t hat plan's just 

not going to work today.  People need to have their  felt needs 

identified and then they need to know how the gospe l's going to 

fulfil l those needs.  That's the standard idea.  Fo lks, that's 

perfectly backwards.  I mean folks need to know mor e than anything 

what the truth of the gospel is because it defines the greatest 

need they will ever have.  And here's the problem.  It's a need 

they probably don't even recognize, and that's to g et right with 

God.  I'm afraid Peter was way, way too blunt for o ur tastes today, 

I mean, he just told folks that it was our sin that  put Christ on 

the cross and then he told them the very men who cr ucified him were 

doing exactly what God had designed and that there was but one way 

to get right and that was by repentance.  I mean I understand it's 

our task to understand the time and it's our task t o understand our 

culture and to understand the best way to present t he truth of the 

gospel so that it will be fully grasped.  But under stand something, 

the power to grasp it, the power to make it real do esn't come from 

our persuasiveness, it comes from the Holy Spirit.  I mean think 

about it, when do you hear the church today preach about the wrath 

of God or about the judgment to come or about hell itself?  I mean, 

those very concepts have become anachronisms.  You know what an 



anachronism is?  It's another fifty-cent word but i t 's a perfectly 

appropriate fifty-cent word which is the way the di ctionary defines 

an anachronism.  It says a thing belonging or appro priate to a 

period other than that in which it exists, especial ly a thing that 

is conspicuously old-fashioned.  See, God's holines s and his wrath 

and his judgment and even the thought of hell is no w so 

anachronistic that folks think that somehow magical ly these things 

no longer exist.  Out of sight has become out of mi nd, but out of 

sight and out of mind does not mean out of existenc e, despite what 

many folks think.  And you know for many those idea s have become 

okay, they're there but they're the crazy uncle tha t the church 

keeps in the upstairs attic.  You know, they may ac knowledge that 

it's real, that it won't go away, but it genuinely hopes that we 

somehow keep him out of sight.  Well the problem is  you can't do 

that and still do justice to the gospel because par t of preaching 

the gospel is preaching the whole counsel of God, a nd that's good 

news and it's bad news.  You've heard me say it man y, many times, 

the good news minus the bad news is simply the nice  news.  It's the 

God of the fluffy marshmallow who's basically here to cover our sin 

with his blood without any thought that God has sav ed us for a 

purpose, and that is to be to the praise of his glo ry.  And the 

problem is nice news saves nobody, and it glorifies  no one except 

man himself.  It 's news about a god who doesn't rea lly exist.  



If you read popular culture, you're going to come a way from it 

convinced that all the god today cares about is nic eness and 

tolerance and the environment and personal rights.  The reason why 

today's god identifies so much with us in our human ity is because 

we've made him up.  He's the product of our own min ds.  He's a 

manmade god.  And because he's a manufactured image  whose passions 

now are uncannily similar to ours, we understand we  have met god, 

and he is us.  And sadly much of our world can no l onger fathom 

what the real God really cares about.  And what he really cares 

about is his glory.  And what his glory consists of  for us is the 

manifestation of his character and his attributes.  In other words, 

we glorify God in our existence on earth by manifes ting and 

demonstrating in our lives who God is and what he d oes.  That's the 

point of the gospel.  

And that leads me to my second point which is what is the purpose 

of preaching the gospel?  Well, the purpose is also  his glory.  I 

mean, there's a difference between preaching the go spel to glorify 

God and preaching the gospel to get people saved.  The purpose of 

preaching the gospel is always to get people saved,  I mean, it's to 

expand the kingdom of God on earth, I mean, the gre at commission:  

"Go therefore and make disciples of all nations."   Certainly that's 

part of sharing the gospel but that goal is seconda ry to the goal 

of glorifying God.  Now it's a small but it's a ver y important 



distinction.  And let me explain.  You know, we oft en say that 

God's word never returns void, meaning that every t ime we share the 

gospel we have moved somebody closer to the kingdom .  At least 

that's what I was taught when I was a brand new bel iever.  But 

that's not necessarily so.  You know time and time again in my 

early discipling I was directed to Isaiah 55 as a p roof text that 

the gospel properly presented would always move som eone towards 

becoming a believer because after all, God's word n ever returns 

void.  Well, that's absolutely true.  It's just tha t our 

understanding of what that means I believe is skewe d.  You see, 

that passage in Isaiah that we're so fond of quotin g actually says 

this, it says:  So shall My word be that goes forth from My mouth; 

it shall not return to Me void, but it shall accomp lish what I 

please, and it shall prosper in the thing for which  I sent it.  

Isaiah 55:11  says:  My word will not return to Me void but will 

accomplish that which I please.   I don't know that we ever ask 

ourselves just specifically what it is that pleases  God.  I mean is 

it just the salvation of souls or is it the glory o f God in the 

salvation of souls?  Because if salvation is the on ly goal, then 

every time the word goes out, it needs to accomplis h that, and 

that's a big problem because it obviously doesn't.  And often times 

people are deeply offended at the gospel, at least at the real 

gospel, and they laugh and they mock and sometimes they curse and 

often times they ignore the word as it goes forth.  So then in that 



case, how does it not return void?  How does it alw ays accomplish 

"that which pleases God?"   

Well, here's how.  This is Paul's words in 2 Corinthians 2:14, he 

says this:  Now thanks be to God who always leads us in triumph  in 

Christ, and through us diffuses the fragrance of Hi s knowledge in 

every place.  For we are to God the fragrance of Ch rist among those 

who are being saved and among those who are perishi ng.  To the one 

we are the aroma of death leading to death, and to the other the 

aroma of life leading to life.  And who is sufficie nt for these 

things?   See, what Paul is saying is when we spread the fr agrance 

of the knowledge of Christ, God always, always lead s in triumph.  

Now it doesn't always look that way and it doesn't always feel that 

way and all we have to do is look at Paul's circums tances when he 

said this to understand that it was not that way fo r Paul as well.  

This is what he said in 2 Corinthians 1:8, he said:  For we do not 

want you to be ignorant, brethren, of our trouble w hich came to us 

in Asia:  that we were burdened beyond measure, abo ve strength, so 

that we despaired even of live.  Yes, we had the se ntence of death 

in ourselves, that we should not trust in ourselves  but in God who 

raises the dead.   

So we ask how is it that someone who is on the brin k of despair can 

say that spreading the fragrance of Christ always r esults in 



triumph?  Well that's because an honest presentatio n of the gospel 

always, always accomplishes that which God pleases.   Folks, if you 

get anything at all this morning, understand the mo st important 

aspect of sharing the gospel is not winning souls t he way I 

understood the term 25, 30, 40 years ago.  Sometime s it means being 

on the brink of despair.  Still it's a triumph.  An d the reason 

it's a triumph is that honestly bearing witness to who God is and 

what he has done for you always, always brings hono r and glory to 

God, and it does so regardless the response that we  get.  And 

that's our purpose in sharing the gospel.  And when  the person that 

we're sharing the gospel with is convicted of sin a nd he repents 

and he embraces Christ, God is obviously glorified.   However, when 

the exact opposite takes place, when he or she laug hs or mocks or 

curses or ignores that gospel, they still bring hon or and glory to 

God.  And let me explain how.  See, it 's our job to  spread the 

fragrance of Christ, period.  I mean if the gospel is received, we 

are, according to verse 16, the aroma of life leading to life.  We 

bring honor and glory to the mercy of God.  But if the gospel is 

rejected, we still bring honor and glory to God.  W e become, 

according to verse 16, the aroma of death leading to death .  And so 

we bring honor and glory to the justice of God.  An d God alone 

knows.  See, we seldom realize that every single th ing we do here 

on earth is being played out before a vast cloud of  witnesses 

either for the glory of God or not.  Hebrews 12:1  says:  Therefore, 



since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witn esses, let us 

also lay aside every weight, and sin which clings s o closely, and 

let us run with endurance the race that is set befo re us.   Think 

about is this for a second.  Do you ever think of y our life as 

you're running this great race and it's a race that 's being 

intensely observed by the powers of light and by th e forces of 

darkness and they're equally concerned about God's glory being 

either affirmed or denied.  And the kingdom and all  the saints that 

have gone before us want nothing more than the glor y of God 

affirmed and the enemy of our souls equally want to  see us actively 

denying that glory.  We think we're just sharing th e gospel.  We 

don't realize this has cosmic implications that ext end way beyond 

this world and way beyond our capabilities.  And so  we understand 

our job is simply to spread the aroma of Christ.  G od readily 

acknowledges that saving souls is way beyond the po wer of human 

persuasion.  He says:  To the one we are the aroma of death leading 

to death, and to the other the aroma of life leadin g to life.  And 

who is sufficient for these things?   The answer is no human being.  

You see, it 's God's job to see that his word never returns void and 

it's our job to accurately and lovingly present it knowing that no 

one is sufficient for these things.  

Let me illustrate with just a couple of stories.  T hese are stories 

that go back many, many years for me.  A long, long  while back a 



man was presented with an opportunity to present th e gospel.  He 

was an electrician, he was working in an apartment in Michigan 

working for the landlord, he was fixing up an apart ment for a young 

couple that was living there and while he was worki ng there, he 

spoke directly to that couple about their need to g et right with 

God.  The young man that he spoke to had lots and l ots of 

questions, many of which the electrician really had  no answers for.  

All he really did was he bore witness to what Chris t had done to 

his life.  He told the young man that he had been a n alcoholic and 

that Christ literally had saved his life.  And so i n the course of 

their conversation it turned out the man in the apa rtment and the 

electrician both had the same hobby and the electri cian said, "hey, 

why don't you come to my place for dinner, meet my wife."  And so 

the couple went to the electrician's home for dinne r and at the 

dinner there were even more questions about Christi anity and some 

of them were very difficult and it was apparent tha t the 

electrician didn't have answers to these difficult questions.  In 

fact, the electrician might as well have thought th at evening was a 

disaster, I don't know, perhaps he felt like a fool .  I don't know.  

But the couple was embarrassed the evening ended wi th lots and lots 

of these questions still just hanging in the air.  So we ask 

ourself the question now was that a triumph or did in fact God's 

word return void?  And the answer to that is only t ime will tell.  

And trust me, time will at some point shout out whe ther or not this 



was a triumph, because God says that someday that v ery conversation 

is going to be replayed.  In 1 Corinthians 3:13  he says:  Each 

one's work will become manifest, for the day will d isclose it.   

Think about this event, it had no sinner's prayer, it had no 

conversion, it had no success yet it was a triumph,  and it was a 

triumph not for the results but for the intent.  Se e, it was the 

electrician's intent by being obedient to bring hon or and glory to 

God.  It was God's intent to be glorified in this r egardless the 

outcome.  And so perhaps the electrician was a frag rance of death 

unto death.  But at least the electrician spoke up and either God's 

mercy or God's justice was honored.  You see, under stand, that's 

what a witness for Christ is all about, it 's all ab out honor and 

it's all about glory and it's not about confidence,  it 's not about 

a sales pitch, it 's not about closing the deal for Christ, it 's 

simply to spread the fragrance of Christ.  And if y ou understand 

the goal is the glory of God, you will not fail.  Y ou can't mess up 

a sovereign God's plan.  To be sure you can always grow, you can 

learn more and more scripture, you can double up in  ability to 

share Christ, as 1 Peter 3:15  says:  But in your hearts honor 

Christ as the Lord is holy, always being prepared t o make a defense 

to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope th at's within you.   

But understand, you can't and you won't spoil God's  plan.  For me, 

recognizing that, understanding that, fully believi ng that 

revolutionized my witness for Christ.  I finally re alized it's not 



my job to win but to stay tuned to God's Holy Spiri t.  It 's God's 

job to do the rest.  I just spread the fragrance of  Christ.  And if 

you understand that, you won't panic, you won't fre t when things 

don't go as they planned.  And I think you all know  they seldom do.  

Many, many years ago -- this is another old story - - my son Seth 

was in second grade -- he's 28 now, so -- but this will give you an 

indication of where things have gone.  The school t hat he went to 

was blessed with a strong group of teachers who rea lly loved the 

Lord and boldly shared the gospel even with the con text of the 

public school.  Now I look back and I say I doubt v ery much they 

could do that today.  And Janice and I prayed for t hem every single 

day and Jan and I were once in a parent-teacher's c onference with 

one of the teachers and they were sharing the stori es of how they 

were sharing the gospel.  And she said another teac her and her were 

witnessing to a third teacher and they were excited  to see that her 

interest in the gospel was growing.  And she was as king all kinds 

of questions and they could sense that the Lord was  drawing her and 

then one day she asked her fellow teachers, "Would you wait for me 

if Christ comes for his church?"  Well, one of the teachers said, 

"Well, that's not really possible."  She said that we believe that 

Christ's return is imminent but it's absolutely unp redictable.  She 

told me that she didn't want this teacher to put of f her decision 

for Christ until Christ returned, and so she wanted  her to know 



that this was something that the whole church lives  with in this 

sense of anticipation waiting for Christ's return.  So she decided 

to illustrate how thoroughly the church believed th is by restating 

the truth from the mouth of babes, and there was a whole bunch of 

babes right is there in the class.  So during a bre ak she calls 

Seth up to the front of the class in this little gr oup of teachers 

and she asks him pointblank, "Seth, who is it that' s coming in a 

twinkling of the eye?"  Seth looks at her and he do esn't have a 

clue.  So he's just kind of sitting there, so she d ecides to give 

him a little more time because after all, Seth's a pastor's kid and 

she knows that.  So she says to him, "Seth, who's c oming like a 

thief in the night?"  She says, suddenly his eyes l it up and he 

just burst out, "Batman!"  I've said we control not hing often times 

when we share the gospel.  

And that takes me to my final point.  See, if the p oint and the 

purpose of proclaiming the gospel is the glory of G od, it should be 

obvious now that the power of the gospel is exactly  the same, it's 

rooted in the glory of God.  Jesus in Acts 1  gave final 

instructions to his disciples.  This is what he sai d, he said:  

"But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit ha s come upon you, 

and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and all Judea and 

Samaria, and to the end of the earth."   Jesus says, "You will be my 

witnesses."   Now witness is a noun; it 's not a verb.  Witness is 



not what you do, it is who you are.  And who you ar e is just as 

important as what you say, I mean, I say it all the  time, our 

walkie and our talkie has got to go together.  When  your life and 

your words line up and the gospel is presented, the re is power and 

God is glorified, there is triumph and God is glori fied.  

So my question for us this morning is are you a wit ness for Jesus 

Christ?  I mean are you enough or are you too much?   I want you to 

ask yourself a question right now.  When was the la st time you 

shared the gospel with someone?  For me it was last  Saturday.  I 

had the privilege of my neighbor's son who's now 34 , he's stationed 

in South Korea, he's a helicopter pilot, he called me up, said, 

"Hey, I'm back visiting my parents.  Can I come tou ch base with 

you?"  I said, "Sure."  We had a little bit of smal l talk, I said, 

"I know you want to talk about spiritual things."  We had a two and 

a half hour conversation.  He's a flat out atheist.   So he 

presented his stuff, I presented my stuff, but he k nows -- I've 

known the kid since he was little, tiny baby.  He's  34 now.  But I 

can't tell you what a joy it is to just go back and  forth and share 

the gospel with somebody and I left, I said, "You'v e got my number, 

you've got my text, you know, shoot me a question w henever 

something comes up."  And I understand as I'm havin g this 

conversation with him that I'm not sitting there tr ying to close 

the deal.  I'm not saying, oh, unless I get him to say the sinner's 



prayer this is a total failure.  I said I'm here to  present the 

aroma of Christ.  What he does with it is God's bus iness, and that 

gives me incredible freedom.  

So if the answer to the question is when have I las t shared the 

gospel, if the answer is a long time ago or never, you have to ask 

yourself this question:  Why?  Why do you think tha t is?  I would 

suggest to you that fear plays a very prominent rol e.  I don't know 

my Bible.  I get easily confused.  I'm not good in confrontations.  

I don't want to be thought of as a religious nut.  You name it, we 

fear it.  And I can identify with all of these fear s.  I've been 

there, I've feared that.  But the solution is the s overeignty of 

God.  You see, if God chose us before the foundatio n of the world, 

if you believe that he is sovereign over all of man kind, if you 

believe he purposed to make you his child, do you t hink you have 

any chance of preventing that?  Do you think anythi ng has any 

chance in the entire universe of preventing that be cause if your 

answer is "yes," find that and go worship it becaus e "it's" god and 

not God.  See, if God answers to anything in this u niverse 

including the free will of his creatures, then he's  not fully 

sovereign.  Can you imagine God up in his heaven bi ting his nails 

hoping against hope that we find the courage to do what we're 

supposed to do otherwise he's stuck?  I mean do you  really believe 

that God would place the eternal destiny of another  human being 



into the fallen sinful hands of us?  You think God' s crazy?  Every 

thought, every word, every deed of every human bein g in every 

single second flows through God's sovereignty.  Now  we may get cold 

feet, we may disobey, we may even deny our Lord, bu t God will 

never, never be stopped by our sin.  So from earth' s perspective we 

all appear autonomous; from heaven's perspective, n othing is left 

to chance.  And this is not a new perspective, it 's  exactly what 

the disciples in Acts believed.  It 's what gave the m power, it's 

what gave them boldness.  You look at Peter in Acts  4, he's just 

come from being arrested.  He's healed a man who's been crippled 

from birth and he's praying for boldness and he lay s out the bad 

news surrounding the cross in Acts 4:27.  This is what he says, he 

says:  "For truly against Your holy servant Jesus, whom yo u 

anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, with the G entiles and the 

people of Israel were gathered  together."  So he says Herod and 

Pontius Pilate and the Gentiles, and the people of Israel, are all 

gathered together against Christ.  That's an awful lot of bad news, 

but the good news is presented in the very next lin e, it says:  

They were all gathered together  to do whatever Your hand and Your 

purpose determined before to be done.  Now, Lord, l ook on their 

threats, and grant to Your servants that with all b oldness they may 

speak Your word.   

I want you to picture the scene here.  You've got H erod, you've got 



Pontius Pilate, you got the Gentiles, you got peopl e of Israel all 

on one side, you've got God on the other side and i t's no contest.  

It's no contest at all.  And Peter declares how the  cross is all of 

God's doing.  He says they're all gathered together  to do whatever 

God's hand and God's purpose determined beforehand to be done.  

Don't ask me how but in the mystery of God's sovere ignty, Herod and 

Pontius Pilate and the Gentiles and the people of I srael all freely 

did of their own free will exactly what God determi ned beforehand 

needed to be done.  Jesus went to the cross fully a ware that his 

sacrifice had been orchestrated, planned, and execu ted, not by the 

will of puny human beings but through the will of p uny human beings 

by the sovereign hand of God.  

Paul prays in Romans 1:16:  For I'm not ashamed of the gospel, fo r 

it is the power of God for salvation, to everyone w ho believes, to 

the Jew first and also to the Greek.   He says the gospel is the 

power of God for us who believe.  God describes thi s as the very 

same power that worked when he raised Christ from t he dead, and 

that power flows through us when we share the good news of Jesus 

Christ.  You may be thinking, well, that sounds goo d but that's not 

been my experience, I mean, I feel awful powerless not powerful 

when I share the gospel.  I get that.  I mean to se e friends, 

acquaintances, and loved ones, relatives, they're a ll adamant in 

their unbelief, to see that is to feel at times hel pless, hopeless, 



and angry.  It 's like having to watch a slow motion  nightmare that 

you are powerless to change.  And it may seem worse  still if you 

believe in the sovereignty of God.  If you believe Jesus is 

insistent in claiming in John 15:  "You did not choose me, I chose 

you and appointed you that you should go and bear f ruit."   If you 

believe Ephesians 1:4:  That he chose us in him before the 

foundation of the world,  you may think well, what in the world is 

the point of trying?  You know, if the choice belon gs to us, at 

least everybody's got a chance.  But if the choice is God's and 

he's already made it, then what is the point of sha ring the gospel?  

Let me tell you, I'm the first to admit that there is a great 

danger in this understanding of God's sovereignty.  It 's the danger 

of fatalism, it's the danger of que sera, sera, wha t will be will 

be, and it leads to a loss of passion, leads to ind ifference, it 

leads to the frozen chosen.  God's going to save hi s elect, so why 

bother sharing the gospel?  You know the exact same  argument 

applies to prayer.  If God's going to do what he's going to do, why 

not stop praying?  Why bother praying?  Why not jus t say the Lord's 

prayer one time and one time only when you reach th e age of reason, 

just say thy kingdom come, thy will be done and say  that's the end 

of it?  There are people today who believe and act like that.  Why 

pray?  Why serve?  Why share the gospel?  God does it all.  And 

there's a name for many of those folks today and th at name is 

"unbeliever."  You see, if you are a child of God, there is 



something critical you have to understand, God live s inside you.  1 

Corinthians 3:16:  Do you not know that you are God 's temple and 

that God's spirit dwells in you?   And so if God is living inside 

you, he is ceaselessly at work transforming you int o the very image 

of Jesus Christ.  2 Corinthians 3:8:  We all, with unveiled face, 

beholding the glory of the Lord, are being transfor med into the 

same image from one degree of glory to another.  Fo r this comes 

from the Lord who is the Spirit.   Romans 8:29:  We are predestined 

to be conformed to the image of God's son.   And so if God is 

conforming us into the very image of his Son, then we can't help 

but have the same passions that he has.  And those passions include 

prayer and proclamation, sharing the good news of t he kingdom.  So 

if those passions are absent from your life, if you 're a member of 

the frozen chosen, perhaps it's time to wonder and ask yourself 

maybe if you're not simply just frozen. 

"Woe to me if I preach not the gospel!"   See that's a passion that 

should mark every one of God's children.  And I tel l you what kills 

that passion is two things, the two things that kil l it are 

ignorance and fear and they both come from the chur ch.  Ignorance 

comes from the church that no longer preaches or te aches the whole 

counsel of God, and the fear comes from the church that teaches the 

power in preaching the gospel comes from you, that it doesn't come 

from God and both of these are lies and both of the se cripple our 



witness.  God's not looking for lawyers, he's looki ng for lovers, 

men and women who know Christ alone can transform l ives.  Men and 

women who know that the point, the purpose, and the  power of 

preaching the gospel is first and foremost the glor y of God.  See 

its point is not just saving souls but spreading th e fragrance of 

Jesus Christ to those who are being saved as well a s to those who 

are perishing and its purpose is to advance the kin gdom and glorify 

God by obeying the great commission: "Go therefore and make 

disciples of all nations."  

And thirdly its power -- and this is critical -- it s power comes 

from God himself who desires that we triumph in Chr ist simply by 

spreading the fragrance of his presence as a witnes s and whether it 

glorifies God's justice or mercy is solely up to Go d's sovereign 

choice.  Who is sufficient for this?  God asks.  Who has the power 

to make the words of scripture bring life to the sp iritually dead?  

I can assure you it's not you and it's not me.  It' s God.  And all 

God wants is a witness whose life demonstrates who God is and what 

God does, because that's what glorifying God is and  that's victory 

enough.  See, God does the rest.  You may not sense  victory when 

you honestly share the gospel.  You may get mocked,  you may get 

ignored, and you may feel like a total failure just  like that 

electrician.  I reckon he had no idea that God took  absolute 

delight in his witness, that God gave that presenta tion of his 



gospel his power as well, and I know that because h e was the very 

first person to ever share the gospel with me.  Jan ice and I were 

the couple that were invited to his apartment in 19 71, it was two 

full years later in 1973 that I came into the kingd om, and I 

guarantee you as far as that man still thinks, that  night was a 

total failure.  I mean I had all kinds of questions  and he didn't 

have answers and when we parted in company, I knew he felt like a 

fool.  But someday we will meet again, and he will find out that 

that dinner that's long ago forgotten, that that di nner was a 

divine encounter that God used to start me on the r oad to his 

kingdom.  He will learn that God delighted in him t hat evening.  

So how about you?  I mean maybe God has got you thi nking about 

sharing the gospel with your neighbors, your friend s, your 

acquaintances.  You can start today by praying for them.  You can 

ask God for opportunities.  I'm not saying pin some body down and 

you bash him over the head with the gospel, you don 't do that, but 

you're on your tiptoes, you're asking God for the p rivilege to be 

able to present the gospel and then you look for op portunities and 

then you listen to the Holy Spirit's promptings bec ause he's the 

one who sets the agenda.  We wait on him.  That's w hat witnesses do 

and they all say, "Woe to me if I preach not the gospel!"   So we 

pray, we seek opportunity, we listen to the Holy Sp irit, we spread 

the fragrance of Christ, and each time we do, we tr iumph.  Let's 



pray.  

Father, I just again, I thank you for the privilege  that we have 

been given.  It's just an incredible privilege that  we have, the 

keys to eternity, the keys to eternal life, the kno wledge that will 

give people the ability to live forever and reign w ith you.  What a 

privilege, Lord, and what a struggle to share that privilege with 

people who want no part of it.  Give us the ability  to realize that 

the power to do this doesn't come from us, it's not  in our 

persuasiveness, it's not in our ability, it's in yo ur Holy Spirit 's 

sovereign choice.  Give us the courage to go out an d simply be a 

witness, simply spread the fragrance of Christ and leave the rest 

to you.  I pray this Jesus' name.  Amen.  


