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Preparing Your Wife for the Mission Field 

A Discussion with the 2010 BJU Southeast Asia Team  

Jennifer McPhail 

 

Introduction: 

 By the grace of God, I am a happy missionary wife.  I do not credit my personality or especially 

easy circumstances as the cause of my happiness.  I know that it is all of grace.  I can more readily see 

God’s hand as I look back at our arrival in Cambodia.  On August 28th, 2000, I set foot on Cambodian soil 

for the first time, never having left America before in my life, and I was here to stay!  I had four years of 

marriage and a nineteen-month-old baby to show my vast experience in Christian living.  Most of what I 

have learned about my God and my own human frailties I have learned in the whirling vortex of pioneer 

missions.  Humanly speaking, I should have been a casualty, a mere statistic in our Christian mission, and 

I would have brought my husband down with me.  But the Lord saw fit to teach me to be content and 

eager to love this people from the beginning, and now I hope you can see how happy I am to have the 

privilege to be here in Cambodia today. 

 Through my friends and acquaintances on the field, I have also come to realize that my own 

experience is not the experience of every wife.  The pressures that come to bear on the wife here on the 

front lines are intense.  A wife will influence the direction of her husband’s ministry.  If you would enjoy 

the freedom to go ANYWHERE God may lead and serve Him WHOLEHEARTEDLY in that place, I believe 

you cannot neglect preparing your wife for an unusual future.   

1. War-time Lifestyle vs. The American Homemaker 
a.  Materialism takes many guises for the homemaker: food prep, décor, hobbies, child 

development 

b. American women lack roughing-it, making-do training: central heat and air everywhere, 

emphasis on “good stewardship” of time and money that pushes us toward more gadgets 

and higher-quality goods, etc. 

c. You can detect a good war-time attitude in a woman before marriage: formative years spent 

in what circumstances, ways she has stepped outside of her comfort zone, where she turns 

for comfort in trials, etc.       

 

2. Your Expectations vs. Your Wife’s Gifts      
a.  Wives are not all the same. 

b. Missionary wives are not all gifted for the same roles.  Misconception: all pastors’ wives play 

the piano, all missionary wives homeschool.   

c. Communicate your expectations.  Listen to her desires for ministry.   
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3. Disconnected Wife = Unhappy Wife 
a. Pray together. 

b. Creatively include your family in ministry opportunities (even babies can help) 

c. Free up your wife to make a visit, participate in a church function, or disciple a lady. 

d. If circumstances prohibit all of the above, just make sure you share your heart!   


