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Baptism 

Chapter One 

Magic Water? 
 

 When a believer wants to understand a particular teaching of Scripture on any given 

subject or doctrine, he must begin with the Word of God (Sola Scriptura – meaning the 

Bible alone).  We MUST insure that we do not come to the Scriptures with preconceived 

ideas (presuppositions) and then try to prove those preconceived ideas (presuppositions) by 

finding Bible texts that prove those preconceived ideas.  This method is known as Proof 

Texting and is the basic methodology of all Reformed Theology.   

 In most cases, Evangelical Christians are not prepared to deal with the theological 

problems that arise due to misunderstandings regarding the doctrines of water baptism and 

Holy Spirit baptism.  The problems that come from misunderstanding what the Scriptures 

say about these doctrines are extremely serious in that misunderstandings can result in 

misplaced faith and a false hope of having been “born again.”  In such cases, false beliefs 

regarding water baptism become “dead works” that must be repented of in order for true 

saving faith to exist (Hebrews 6:1-2).   
 

“
37 

Now when they heard this {the idea is they heard, understood, and believed what 

was said}, they were pricked in their heart {they were under the conviction of their 

condemnation before God}, and said unto Peter and to the rest of the apostles, Men 

and brethren, what shall we do {to be saved}?
 38

 Then Peter said unto them, Repent, 

and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for {because of} the 

remission of sins {there is nowhere in the Word of God that remission of sins is 

affected by or the result of water baptism}, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy 

Ghost.
 39

 For the promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all that are afar off, 

even as many as the Lord our God shall call.
 40

 And with many other words did he 

testify and exhort, saying, Save yourselves from this untoward generation.
 41

 Then they 

that gladly received his word were baptized: and the same day there were added unto 

them about three thousand souls” (Acts 2:37-41). 
 

 There are two basic views on water baptism
1
 within professing Christianity, using the 

word in the vaguest way possible.  I say this because true Christianity is defined by how a 

person is biblically “born again” and how a person biblically lives out his life as a priest 

before God.  If the Bible‟s teaching on water baptism is perverted then the definition of 

Christianity, and Christianity itself, is perverted to that degree.  Your view of water baptism 

will be determined by your understanding of the word “for” in Acts 2:38.  The two main 

views are: 
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1. The sacramental view (Catholic and Reformed - with slight variations in the 

Reformed view) of water baptism, where the word “for” in Acts 2:38 means that 

water baptism is what affects or causes the “remission of sins” and by which one 

receives “the gift of the Holy Ghost” (i.e., baptismal regeneration). 

2. The ordinance view of water baptism (the cognitive view or typical view), 

where believing the Gospel and repentance of sin and “dead works” precedes 

water baptism because sin has been remitted and because the “born again” 

believer has received “the gift of the Holy Ghost” because he has believed and 

repented.  In this view, water baptism affects nothing.  Water baptism is merely a 

way of outwardly expressing in a physical way our understanding of an already 

accomplished spiritual reality.   

 

 As we look at the composite of all Scripture references to water baptism (an 

inductive methodology) and formulate our understanding from what these texts of 

the Bible say by themselves, apart from any presuppositions), we will clearly see 

that the cognitive view, or typical view, of water baptism is the only acceptable 

interpretation of God‟s intent in this ordinance.  Where then do these 

presuppositions regarding the Sacramental view of water baptism come from?  

Simply put, they come from the pagan view of the waters of regeneration or magic 

water.   

 

“The Greek philosophers believed water to be the original substance and that 

all things were made from it. The Koran states, „From water we have made all 

things.‟”
2
 

 

 Even many professing Christians and Theistic-evolutionists believe that this 

is what God is saying in Genesis 1:20.  They misunderstand this verse to mean that 

the “waters” have regenerative powers.  This is certainly NOT the intent of this 

verse.  

 

“
20 

And God said, Let the waters bring forth abundantly the moving creature 

that hath life, and fowl that may fly above the earth in the open firmament of 

heaven.
 21

 And God created great whales, and every living creature that 

moveth, which the waters brought forth abundantly, after their kind, and every 

winged fowl after his kind: and God saw that it was good.
 22

 And God blessed 

them, saying, Be fruitful, and multiply, and fill the waters in the seas, and let 

fowl multiply in the earth.
 23

 And the evening and the morning were the fifth 

day” (Genesis 1:20-23). 
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 Two-thirds of the Earth‟s surface is covered by water.  Genesis 1:20 gives us 

God‟s creative dictate for creatures living in the waters.  The creatures of the seas were 

to “bring forth abundantly the moving creature that hath life.”  The creatures of the seas 

were intended to provide the vast majority of our meat resources just by nature of the 

way they are designed to reproduce in vast quantities. 
 

“A Tench lay 1,000 eggs, a Carp 20,000, and Leuwenhoek counted in a middling 

sized Cod 9,384,000!  Thus, according to the purpose of God, the waters bring 

forth abundantly.  And what a merciful provision is this for the necessities of man!  

Many hundreds of thousands of the earth‟s inhabitants live for a great part of the 

year on fish only.”
3
 

 

 Very early in man‟s religious corruption, ignorance began to cultivate ideas 

regarding procreation that soon developed into the early fertility cults of paganism.  

Earth began to be viewed as the womb of the gods and water came to be viewed as the 

seed of the gods.  This all developed from the earliest form of what we know today as 

scientific method where facts are developed through the observation of physical 

phenomena.  The observation was simple.  When water came in contact with the earth 

through the heavy dew (it had never rained before the Great Flood), plants began to 

grow.  Earth produced plants when the earth was watered.  This was viewed to be the 

magic of the gods.  It was believed that earth had magical properties and water had 

magical properties.   

Obviously, for those who believe in the Genesis account of creation, we 

understand that God has incorporated procreation as part of the laws of reproduction 

into Creation.  Everything reproduced “after their kind” or “after his kind” (Genesis 

1:21).  Yes, earth and water are part of the ongoing process of procreation, but there is 

nothing magical in either.  There are no creative properties within earth or water.  This 

is a simple example of what happens when we take the knowledge of God as the 

Creator out scientific process – the result is fairytales like evolution and the evolution 

of thousands of religious fertility cults in varying forms of Pantheism.  The theory of 

evolution is really nothing more than another form of Pantheism.  
 

“
20 

For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, 

being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and 

Godhead; so that they are without excuse:
 21

 Because that, when they knew God, 

they glorified him not as God, neither were thankful; but became vain in their 

imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened.
 22

 Professing themselves to be 

wise, they became fools,
 23

 And changed the glory of the uncorruptible God into 

an image made like to corruptible man, and to birds, and fourfooted beasts, and 

creeping things” (Romans 1:20-23). 
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 As these idolatrous and pagan cults of fertility evolved, they took the form 

of numerous idols representing the pagan gods that they believed controlled the 

magic of fertility.  Various kinds of sacrificial systems were developed to appeased, 

satisfy, or manipulate the pagan gods into releasing the magic of fertility through 

the rain and the flooding of the river plains such as the Nile in Egypt.  These 

sacrificial practices became more bizarre and gory as they evolved.  They 

developed into blood lettings in certain areas, animal sacrifices, and even human 

sacrifices – usually children and young virgins.  All of these various rituals and 

sacrifices were to get the pagan gods to release the magic water that had the power 

to regenerate.  These various rituals were usually chronological with the cycles of 

the year and events were scheduled according to the movement of the Sun, Moon, 

planets, and stars.  Out of these cycles of the years developed Astrology and 

numerous other cultic practices.   

 

“Now, this doctrine of Baptismal Regeneration is essentially 

Babylonian.  Some may perhaps stumble at the idea of regeneration al all 

having been known in the Pagan world; but if they only go to India, they will 

find, at this day, the bigoted Hindoos, who have never opened their ears to 

Christian instruction, as familiar with the term and the ideas as ourselves.  

The Brahmins make it their distinguishing boast, that they are „twice-born‟ 

men, and that, as such, they are sure of eternal happiness.   

 Now, the same was the case in Babylon, and there the new birth was 

conferred by baptism.  In the Chaldean mysteries, before any instruction 

could be received, it was required, first of all, that the person to be initiated 

submit to baptism in token of blind and implicit obedience.”
4
   

 

 Almost all of the pagan fertility cults worshipped the four elements (earth, 

water, wind, and fire) in some form in that they viewed the four elements as 

physical expressions of the gods.  The four elements were considered to be infused 

with the divine essence of a god or the gods.   

 

“Various forms of baptism, and the doctrine of baptismal regeneration, 

were common characteristics of pagan religion before the birth of Christ. 

The pagan water-worship cult is secondary only to sun-worship, in age and 

extent.  Its native home was in the East, but it appears in all periods and on 

both hemispheres.  It had two phases: water as an object of worship, and as a 

means of inspiration; and water used in religious ceremonies to produce 

spiritual purity.  These phases often mingle with each other. 
                                                           
4
 Hislop, Alexander, The Two Babylons or The Papal Worship (Loizeaux Brothers, Bible Truth Depot, Neptune, 

N.J.) page 132 



5 

Dr. Lance T. Ketchum                         WWW.DISCIPLEMAKERMINISTRIES.ORG 

This reverence for water, and faith in its cleansing efficacy, arose from the idea 

that it was permeated by the divine essence, from which it had supernatural power 

to enlighten and purify the soul, without regard to the spiritual state of the 

candidate.  This doctrine of baptismal regeneration was transferred to Christianity 

before the close of the second century, and through it the Church was filled 

rapidly with baptized but unconverted pagans.  Sun-worship and water-worship 

were closely united in the pagan cultus, as they were in the corrupted Christian 

baptism.”
5
 

 

 Human fertility and reproduction especially were viewed through the cultish 

rituals of pagan fertility rites.  Women went through elaborate rituals, drank magical 

potions, and recited various magical words over and over again in order to conceive 

children.  Men had corresponding rituals and routines for their fertility rites.  All of 

these fertility rituals and rites were believed to stimulate the regenerative powers of the 

gods that reside in the elements of earth, water, wind, and fire.  Almost every pagan cult 

retains various aspects of these fertility cults, even the cults of Christianity.  One aspect 

of the pagan fertility cults is that of magic water in the view of baptismal regeneration 

(although in the pagan cults, this regeneration was repeated often, usually yearly).  

Almost every pagan cult had some form of baptismal ritual, especially for infants.  The 

pagan view of water baptism was that the water itself contained a magical cleansing 

efficacy.  

 There are literally hundreds of pagan water-gods throughout the world 

connected to various fertility rites and the properties of regeneration within the sacred-

waters.  Anyone with even a basic knowledge of paganism and idolatry knows this.  

None of the practices of infant baptism practiced by Roman Catholic and Reformed 

churches are even hinted at anywhere in the sacred Scriptures.  These practices are 

adopted and adapted from ancient pagan worship as part of their fertility rites.   

 Although most of those who call themselves Evangelicals believe the Scriptures 

teach the Ordinance View of water baptism, they do not understand the difference in the 

way those who hold to the Sacramental View of water baptism see salvation.  Those 

who hold to the Ordinance View of water baptism see salvation as an event.  Those who 

hold to the Sacramental View of water baptism see salvation as a process.  For those 

holding to the Sacramental View of water baptism, the ritual is merely initiatory into the 

lifelong process of salvation affording the initiate the right to participate in, and benefit 

from, the efficacy of the other sacraments.  Water baptism, in the Sacramental View, is 

a step in the process of salvation.  We must remember that the Sacramental View of 

water baptism is a pagan and cultic view, not a Scriptural view.   
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 Although Martin Luther is credited with being an Evangelical and teaching 

justification through faith, his faith was justification through faith in the magic 

water of baptism.  Martin Luther was not an Evangelical.  He taught the 

Sacramental View of salvation.   
 

“In the second place, since we know now what Baptism is, and how it is to be 

regarded, we must also learn why and for what purpose it is instituted; that is, what it 

profits, gives and works.  And this also we cannot discern better than from the words 

of Christ above quoted: He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved.  Therefore 

state it most simply thus, that the power, work, profit, fruit, and end of Baptism is 

this, namely, to save.  For no one is baptized in order that he may become a prince, 

but, as the words declare, that he be saved.  But to be saved. we know. is nothing else 

than to be delivered from sin, death, and the devil, and to enter into the kingdom of 

Christ, and to live with Him forever. 

Here you see again how highly and precious we should esteem Baptism, because 

in it we obtain such an unspeakable treasure, which also indicates sufficiently that it 

cannot be ordinary mere water.  For mere water could not do such a thing, but the 

Word does it, and (as said above) the fact that the name of God is comprehended 

therein.  But where the name of God is, there must be also life and salvation, that it 

may indeed be called a divine, blessed, fruitful, and gracious water; for by the Word 

such power is imparted to Baptism that it is a laver of regeneration, as St. Paul also 

calls it, Titus 3, 5. 

But as our would-be wise, new spirits assert that faith alone saves, and that 

works and external things avail nothing, we answer:  It is true, indeed, that nothing in 

us is of any avail but faith, as we shall hear still further.  But these blind guides are 

unwilling to see this, namely, that faith must have something which it believes, that 

is, of which it takes hold, and upon which it stands and rests.  Thus faith clings to the 

water, and believes that it is Baptism, in which there is pure salvation and life; not 

through the water (as we have sufficiently stated), but through the fact that it is 

embodied in the Word and institution of God, and the name of God inheres in it.  

Now, if I believe this, what else is it than believing in God as in Him who has given 

and planted His Word into this ordinance, and proposes to us this external thing 

wherein we may apprehend such a treasure?” (Underlining added)6 
 

 The proposition of the fact that there is efficacy in water baptism is a 

presupposition that has no biblical merit or foundation from any Bible text.  The 

presupposition of the efficacy of the sacramental conference of salvific grace 

through water baptism is brought to numerous Bible texts and those texts are then 

interpreted through that presupposition.   
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