
Fixing On True North 

Proverbs 1 

 

Imagine being lost at sea in a boat with two other people. Your compass has fallen into the water. You 

don’t know if you’re facing north or south, east or west. You have good sails and the craft is 

seaworthy, but you don’t know where to guide the boat.  

 

Night falls, and one of your fellow shipmates excitedly points to a bright point of light in the sky—the 

North Star. He tells you he knows how to navigate by the stars. But your other shipmate says the idea 

of navigating by the stars is ridiculous and that she has a positive sense of which way to sail—an 

“internal compass,” she calls it. Now they are calling on you to decide whom to follow. Your vote 

decides who will direct the boat. Which leader will you choose? 

 

From time to time we all encounter situations that call for important and sometimes difficult 

decisions. These situations bring up questions that require wisdom—the skill of making your way 

safely to harbor amidst choppy waters. Questions such as: 

 

 “My boss asks me to tell people on the phone that he’s not in the office. But I don’t want to lie. 

What should I say?”  

 “How should we discipline our children?”  

 “They were such an amazing family! Why did God take their lives in a car accident?”  

 “He cheats on his wife and is the world’s biggest liar. But he’s rich, healthy, and happy. How is 

that fair?”  

 “He’s a godly man and clearly loves me. Should I marry him?”  

 “How much time should I spend with my children versus working to provide for them?”  

 

What characteristics describe a “wise” person? What are the consequences of being “unskilled” when 

it comes to wisdom.  

 

Today we are heading back into the Old Testament to resume our Old Testament Journey.  This 

month were going touch on a genre of biblical books which God has given us to reveal His wisdom 

for working through difficult decisions, grappling with difficult questions, and navigating through 

hard-to-understand situations. 

 

The Law gave God’s people His expectations in black and white.  The wisdom books help God’s 

people to navigate the grey by the compass of God as our fixed point.  Our “True North Star,” if you 

will.   

 

Take a look at the Old Testament table of contents.  The Wisdom Literature books are the ones 

highlighted. 

 

Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Song of Solomon and Ecclesiastics. For the next 4 weeks we will take a week on 

each of these except the Psalms.  Today is Proverbs.  If you have your bible, please turn to Proverbs 1. 

 



And the subject is wisdom.  Wisdom has been attempted to be defined by many.  But I think it is 

better for us to try to describe it than to define it.  Here is one description: 

 

Biblical wisdom is the skill of living in God’s created but fallen world, successfully navigating oneself 

and/or others through the decisions, temptations, tragedies (and even through successes) that we 

encounter without being taken completely off course from God’s intentions for lives.  

 

Proverbs helps us to understand wisdom’s beginning point and how it differs from folly.   

 

Prov 1:1-7  The proverbs of Solomon the son of David, king of Israel:  

2 To know wisdom and instruction, To discern the sayings of understanding,  

3 To receive instruction in wise behavior, Righteousness, justice and equity;  

4 To give prudence to the naive, To the youth knowledge and discretion,  

5 A wise man will hear and increase in learning, And a man of understanding will acquire wise counsel,  

6 To understand a proverb and a figure, The words of the wise and their riddles.  

7 The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge; Fools despise wisdom and instruction.  

 

Difference #1: Wisdom Fixes on God; Folly Fixes on Self    v. 7 

 

Prov 1:7 The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge; Fools despise wisdom and instruction.  

 

Here “knowledge” is synonymous with wisdom.  Wisdom begins with God, and in particular, with the 

fear of God.  And this is not about being afraid, but a disposition toward God as the higher standard 

by which we judge what is good and what’s not.  It is to see God as the fixed point by which the 

righteous path is distinguished from an unrighteousness. 

 

As in the opening illustration, a person has to decide whether to follow the lead of a person who 

would navigate by their own internal compass vs. one who navigates by an external fixed object.  

Wisdom fixes on God.  Wisdom wants to know what God thinks or has said that relates to his situation 

and navigates accordingly.  God is the wise person’s True North. 

 

The fool rejects God’s wisdom because it is in the way of what the fool wants.  For the fool they are 

their own true north. 

 

 

Proverbs 12:15 A fool’s way is right in his own eyes, but whoever listen’s to counsel is wise. 

 

This verse describes why Christianity is so at odds with the world it is immersed in.  Christians believe 

we have a fixed standard of righteousness by which we navigate toward good and away from evil. 

 

But the world we live in wants no such fixed standard to live or navigate by.  Any such standard is 

viewed as constrictive, offensive to their own moral compass.  In our world of relativism, what is right 

and wrong is a personal decision, or at least determined by a collective majority.   

 



In other words, what is good and evil, right and wrong, changes by one’s personal situation, what is 

current culture and what is politically correct today.     

 

Friends, what Proverbs 1:7 is telling us is this.  If God, who reveals His character and moral standard to 

us through the bible, says homosexuality, sex before marriage, drunkenness, stealing, divorce or 

whatever is sinful, evil and harmful to both individual, family and society at large, then it is sinful 

yesterday, today and tomorrow.  It’s sinful and harmful here in America, and on every continent.   

 

Our culture as a whole may change what it thinks and believes about such things, but God doesn’t. 

 

No amount of propaganda through the media, new textbooks, movies and magazines will make God 

think, “Hmm, maybe I should change my position on that.  Times are changing and I need to realize 

my thinking is outdated.” 

 

On the other hand, our culture as a whole now sees that living together seems to make sense for both 

financial and social reasons and these form a new morality.   

 

Our society and culture has been influenced to think that homosexuality is not behavior but rather a 

predisposed condition at birth.  Consequently, perspective of where homosexuality falls on the good 

and evil spectrum changes.   

 

The majority of our society probably still considers sex between an adult and a child as exploitation 

and abuse. But is that just because their rational and thinking hasn’t been changed yet? 

 

Regardless of what you believe, if you are your own “true north” you’re what the bible calls a fool.  If 

you determine your values, your beliefs and your judgment of what is good or evil by what you or 

even the majority of people think and believe, then God says “You are foolish.” 

 

Wisdom begins, not when someone has the right thinking, but when they fix upon God as their Tue 

North.  “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge.” 

 

A move away from the fear of God is a move towards establishing yourself as God.  Which explains 

the second difference. 

 

Difference #2: Wisdom Receives Instruction; Folly Despises Instruction     v. 7 

 

Again, Verse 7 is the conclusive description.  Receptivity to an outside source, particularly God, is 

defined as a posture of wisdom.  But the fools, because they are their own God, set their own 

standard, despise anything that would tell them what to do or what is right or wrong; good or evil.   

 

In the book of Psalms we read “The fool says in his heart, “There is no God.””  It’s very convenient to 

reason out of existence a God who defines by His own character an eternal standard of righteousness, 

who can hold us accountable for our thoughts, attitudes and behavior. 

 



Because the fool wants to think, feel and do what the fool wants to think, feel and do; and flex their 

values according to the need of the moment, it is much more convenient to think “There is no God 

beyond or over me.” 

 

But one who fears the Lord has an altogether different disposition.  They want to be instructed.  From 

the starting point of the fear of the Lord they then realize that there is a body of knowledge and 

understanding that exists externally outside themselves.  This postures a person to want to learn and 

to learn from God. 

 

Now check yourself.  You may or may not find yourself reasoning like this.  But if your basic 

disposition is to despise or insulate yourself from instruction of a higher authority, you are 

demonstrating a symptom of foolishness. 

 

Someone may well say, “I wouldn’t be here listening to God’s word preached if I had a disposition of 

despising instruction. Duh?”  Point well taken.  But what happens when you are exposed to scripture 

and theology which contradicts the way you think, or some tightly held to belief or value?  Does God’s 

word change the way you think? 

 

2 Tim 3:16-17 

 

If you examine yourself and discover that your basic disposition is a hunger and receptivity to what 

God has revealed is true and right, then you are demonstrating a symptom of wisdom and you stand 

to gain from wisdom’s benefits. 

 

Building upon this wisdom goes further than just receiving instruction.  It actually learns from God. 

 

Difference #3: Wisdom Learns; Folly Feels 

 

Prov 1:5 A wise man will hear and increase in learning. Vs. 2-3, 6 and 7 are all proverbs which talk 

about the acquiring of knowledge, but v. 5 distinguishes between acquiring and increasing in 

learning. 

 

What wisdom receives in terms of outside instruction from God, it embraces as true and right, putting 

it into action.  Learning is not knowing.  Knowing leads to learning.  But learning is what you do with 

what you know. 

 

Knowing that touching a hot burner will injure you is not the same thing as refraining from touching a 

hot burner.  The person who purposefully avoids touching a hot burner has learned.  It might be by 

having touched it yourself or having seen your older brother touch it.  But either way learning in this 

context is when instruction from God directs your living in this world. 

 

Here is a proverb which talks about folly. 

 

Proverbs 14:12 There is a way which seems right to a man, but its end is the way of death.  

 



There is that internal compass thing again.  Something seeming to you as right is another way of 

saying something feels right.   

 

For some of you who have been around for a while, you may recall the Olivia Newton John song and 

the famous line “How can something feel so right and be so wrong.”   

 

Again, the fool has themself as their own true north.  So if something feels good to them then it is the 

new right thing to do.  Who are you to tell someone else that they are not wise to marry the person 

they feel such love for?  Never mind they have three drunk driving convictions, and can’t hold down a 

job.  Never mind that physical abuse charges have been filed on multiple occasions by past girlfriends. 

 

If you feel in love, why shouldn’t you follow the way you feel?  God says sometimes a way may feel 

right and lead to death, that’s why.  What seems right to a 10 year old or even a 20 year old does not 

make it wise.  What seems right to a man or woman in a mid-life crisis doesn’t make it wise.     

 

This is not just a problem for godless people.  Many well-meaning well-grounded Christians get 

tripped up on this when they confuse their own thoughts and feelings with God’s.   

 

When someone says the Holy Spirit led me?  Watch out.  It may be just that, the leading of the Holy 

Spirit, and it may be that the Holy Spirit is getting blamed for a feeling.   

 

If we feel something deeply it doesn’t mean its God.  People feel deeply about things which they are 

addicted to and enslaves them.  They have a love/hate relationship with alcohol or pornography.  

Feeling something deeply is not necessarily divine activity.   

 

Things get real fuzzy and subjective when you live in the world of feelings, human ideas, and human 

thoughts.  Clarity and wisdom comes into focus beginning with a fixing on God as your True North, 

and learning about God first and foremost through the only 100% reliable resource we have to learn 

about God from - the Scriptures. 

 

God never changes, and so the word of God doesn’t change.  Truth and righteousness are not moving 

targets.  They are fixed in the heart and character of God.  The more acquainted we are with God and 

His word, the more clear we will be about what is good and what is evil; what is right and wrong; what 

is wise and foolish. 

 

We can learn a lot from others, but we need to know from where they are getting what they are 

teaching.  From their own internal compass or from God as their True North? 

 

We can learn a lot studying God’s word together, but we don’t study God’s word to prove our own 

beliefs are right or to justify our own actions.  Wisdom studies God’s word so that she can adjust her 

thoughts and feelings and ideas into alignment with God’s. 

 

And the book of Proverbs and the other wisdom literature is an awesome genre of scripture that gives 

us navigation points in matters that don’t seem so black and white.  They will help us live with our feet 

on the ground, and our eyes and ears and heart fixed on God. 



 

Conclusion: 

 

Now, I’d like to close with a New Testament verse on wisdom.  It’s 2 Timothy 3:14-15.  But as for you, 

continue in what you have learned and have become convinced of, because you know those from whom 

you learned it, 15 and how from infancy you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make 

you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.  

 

Paul reminds Timothy that it is the Holy Scriptures which were able to make him wise for salvation 

through faith in Christ Jesus. 

 

Wisdom starts with fear of God and His commands and teachings.  And these ultimately lead us not 

to put our faith in our wisdom, our feelings, or to follow what the world around us tells us.  Instead 

they will bring you to the knowledge of God’s holy and righteous standard, your inability to live up to 

it and follow it faithfully, and ultimately to trust in God’s provision of salvation through His Son, Jesus 

Christ. 

 

There is no greater wisdom than to quit being your own God and believe in the God who has revealed 

Himself, first through the scriptures and then through His Son Jesus Christ.  He Himself is the 

embodiment of the wisdom of God. 

 

The fool will follow himself.  The fool will trust in himself.  The fool will reject God.  But the wise man 

will put his faith in Jesus Christ as his Lord and Savior. 

 

There is no greater act of wisdom or evidence that one has learned, than the decision to put their 

faith in Jesus Christ. 


