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THE ANGEL AND THE BOOK, REVELATION 10:1-11 

Well let’s turn please in our Bibles to the book of Revelation, chapter 10.  As we have been 
preaching through this book, we have come now to the tenth chapter, and in order to introduce 
ourselves to the information in this chapter, we’re going to read it together.  Revelation 
chapter 10, verses 1 through 11: 

“1 And I saw another mighty angel come down from heaven, clothed with a cloud: and a rainbow 
was upon his head, and his face was as it were the sun, and his feet as pillars of fire: 2 and he had 
in his hand a little book open: and he set his right foot upon the sea, and his left foot on the earth, 
3 and cried with a loud voice, as when a lion roareth: and when he had cried, seven thunders 
uttered their voices. 4 And when the seven thunders had uttered their voices, I was about to write: 
and I heard a voice from heaven saying unto me, Seal up those things which the seven thunders 
uttered, and write them not. 5 And the angel which I saw stand upon the sea and upon the earth 
lifted up his hand to heaven, 6 and swore by him that liveth for ever and ever, who created 
heaven, and the things that therein are, and the earth, and the things that therein are, and the sea, 
and the things which are therein, that there should be time no longer: 7 but in the days of the 
voice of the seventh angel, when he shall begin to sound, the mystery of God should be finished, 
as he hath declared to his servants the prophets. 

“8 And the voice which I heard from heaven spoke unto me again, and said, Go and take the little 
book which is open in the hand of the angel which standeth upon the sea and upon the earth. 
9 And I went unto the angel, and said unto him, Give me the little book. And he said unto me, 
Take it, and eat it up; and it shall make thy belly bitter, but it shall be in thy mouth sweet as 
honey. 10 And I took the little book out of the angel’s hand, and ate it up; and it was in my mouth 
sweet as honey: and as soon as I had eaten it, my belly was bitter. 11 And he said unto me, Thou 
must prophesy again before many peoples, and nations, and tongues, and kings.” 

Now when we studied together in previous weeks the seven seals, we saw that between the sixth 
and the seventh seal there was an interlude, which consisted of chapter 7.  So in chapter 6 of 
Revelation, we had six seals opened, and then the seventh seal wasn’t opened until chapter 8, as 
you recall.  Chapter 7 was an interlude between the sixth and the seventh seal.  Well, we have 
exactly the same structure here with the seven trumpets.  As we are proceeding through the seven 
trumpets, we see that between the sixth trumpet and the seventh trumpet, there is also an 
interlude, consisting of chapter 10 and the first half of chapter 11.   

So in chapters 8 and 9, we had the first six trumpets, and we would expect then the seventh 
would come, but it doesn’t.  We have chapter 10, all of it, and we have the first 14 verses of 
chapter 11, which are this interlude.  And then in chapter 11 and verse 15, the seventh trumpet 
finally sounds.   



We pause, then, from the progression of the trumpet judgments to consider this interlude, which 
consists of a description of the gift of the gospel, a description of the preaching of the gospel, and 
a description of the response to the gospel.   

Now what I want to do is have us reflect for a moment on where we have been previously in our 
study, and on what we have seen as we have looked at the previous chapters.  You recall that 
there are the seven churches of chapters 2 and 3, which represent all the churches that will exist 
between the first and the second coming of Christ.  Then we looked at the seven seals, which 
represent the conduct that the ungodly will engage in between the first and the second coming of 
Christ.  And then we have more recently been looking at the seven trumpets, which are God’s 
limited and temporal judgments against the wicked for the evil behavior that God brings against 
the wicked between the first and the second coming of Jesus Christ.   

But also, between the first and the second coming of Christ, there is the preaching of the gospel 
to the whole world, and we see this in chapters 10 and 11.  So the seven churches, the seven 
seals, and the seven trumpets all run parallel with each other.  They all run in the timeframe 
between the first and the second coming of Jesus.  And along with the seven churches and the 
seven seals and the seven trumpets—all during that same timeframe between the first and the 
second coming of Jesus—is the preaching of the gospel.   

Now as we looked at the first six trumpet judgments in chapters 8 and 9, we saw that even 
though God brought His wrath to bear against the wicked in this age, which wickedness is 
described in the seven seals, we saw that they did not repent of their evil.   

Look at your Bibles, in chapter 9, verses 20 to 21.  At the conclusion of the six trumpets, which 
were God’s retaliation against their behavior described in the seals, it says, “20 And the rest of the 
men which were not killed by these plagues yet repented not of the works of their hands, that 
they should not worship devils, and idols of gold, and silver, and brass, and stone, and of wood: 
which neither can see, nor hear, nor walk: 21 neither repented they of their murders, nor of their 
sorceries, nor of their fornication, nor of their thefts.” 

But it is not just that the wicked refuse to repent at the message of God’s trumpets of judgment 
against their sin, they also refuse to repent at the preaching of the gospel, which was going on at 
the same time that these trumpet judgments were being unfolded.   

So the wicked in this age, between the first and the second coming of Christ, are given a double 
incentive to repent.  Negatively, they have these temporal judgments of God that have occurred 
all throughout this age, represented by these first six trumpets.  These are, of course, a foretaste 
and a sample of the wrath to come if they don’t repent.  Positively, they have this gracious 
preaching of the gospel in which forgiveness of sins and eternal life and reconciliation with God 
and entrance into heaven is freely offered to them on the basis of the saving work of Jesus Christ.   
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And yet, in spite of this double incentive—the negative incentive of the trumpet judgments and 
the positive incentive of the gracious preaching of the gospel and the blessings it contains—in 
spite of this double incentive, they refuse to repent.  All that is left for them, then, is judgment.  
And that is what comes in chapter 11 and in verse 15, when the seventh trumpet sounds. 

I want you to look in chapter 11, please, at verse 15.  It says, “And the seventh angel sounded.”  
And we’re going to get to the seventh trumpet, but what the author of the book of Revelation is 
doing is he’s taking this interlude to say to us that the gospel was being preached during this 
timeframe as well, and he’s going to talk to us about who preached and about how it was 
received.  We see that in the two witnesses, and we see that in the reaction of the world to these 
two witnesses in chapter 11.   

So this section we are now studying in chapter 10 and verse 1 and the way through chapter 11 
and verse 14—the section between the sixth and the seventh trumpet—is not something that 
occurs chronologically between the sixth and the seventh trumpet; instead, it runs parallel with 
the first six trumpets, and gives additional information about what is occurring as the first six 
trumpets sound, over and over again, all throughout the timeframe between the first and second 
coming of Christ.  And so it tells us about how Christians persevere in their witness in the face of 
hostile opposition, and it tells us the destiny of those who provide that hostile opposition to the 
gospel.  And this is the significance and the importance of this interlude.  So we’re going to 
proceed on that journey together.   

In the first place then this morning, let’s consider together the declaration of God’s judgment 
upon the impenitent.  The declaration of God’s judgment on the impenitent is found in verses 1 
through 7 of chapter 10.  Let’s read it together: 

“1 And I saw another mighty angel come down from heaven, clothed with a cloud: and a rainbow 
was upon his head, and his face was as it were the sun, and his feet as pillars of fire: 2 and he had 
in his hand a little book open: and he set his right foot upon the sea, and his left foot on the earth, 
3 and cried with a loud voice, as when a lion roareth: and when he had cried, seven thunders 
uttered their voices. 4 And when the seven thunders had uttered their voices, I was about to write: 
and I heard a voice from heaven saying unto me, Seal up those things which the seven thunders 
uttered, and write them not. 5 And the angel which I saw stand upon the sea and upon the earth 
lifted up his hand to heaven, 6 and swore by him that liveth for ever and ever, who created 
heaven, and the things that therein are, and the earth, and the things that therein are, and the sea, 
and the things which are therein, that there should be time no longer: 7 but in the days of the 
voice of the seventh angel, when he shall begin to sound,”—that’s the seventh trumpet that’s 
going to actually happen in Revelation 11:15—“the mystery of God should be finished, as he 
hath declared to his servants the prophets.”  So whatever the seventh trumpet is, it’s telling us 
that this is the end.  We’re done.  It’s all over.   

Now as we saw in chapter 9, verses 20 to 21, in spite of thousands of years of enduring the 
judgments of God in the form of these six trumpet judgments, which occurred over and over 
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again, wicked mankind still refuses to bow before the person of God and before the law of God.  
The result of this intransigence and this rebellion is that God is going to pronounce His final 
judgment on the wicked in the form of the seventh trumpet, which brings to pass the second 
coming of Christ and the last judgment.  So what God does is, He sends a mighty angel to 
pronounce this final judgment and the conclusion of God’s work on earth.   

I want us to notice two things about this angel.  First, we’re going to notice his appearance, and 
then we’re going to talk about his message.  So notice first of all the angel’s appearance in 
verses 1 to 4.  Now this is not the first appearance of a mighty angel in the book of Revelation.  
Notice chapter 10, verse 1: “And I saw another mighty angel come down from heaven,” verse 3, 
“and cried with a loud voice.” 

So here we have another powerful angel coming down from heaven and speaking very loudly.  
Have we seen this before?  Yes, back in chapter 5.  You recall in verse 2, it says, “And I saw a 
strong angel,” a mighty angel—it’s the same Greek word—“I saw a strong angel proclaiming 
with a loud voice”—there it is—“proclaiming with a loud voice, Who is worthy to open the 
book,” and of course, Jesus appears and He opens the book.  So the angel is not Jesus, he’s just a 
mighty angel with a big voice, right?  Now notice if you will chapter 8, verse 3: “And another 
angel came and stood at the altar.”  So we’ve got these angels showing up, and now we come to 
chapter 10, verse 1: “And I saw another mighty angel.”  So we have this succession of angels 
appearing and saying things and doing things.   

Now this angel of chapter 10 is one that is highly important because of his appearance and 
because of his pronouncements.  His appearance that is described here reflects many of the 
characteristics of God, which show his closeness to God and how he represents God in his 
message.   

It says here in verse 1, “And I saw another mighty angel come down from heaven,”—now notice
—“clothed with a cloud: and a rainbow was upon his head, and his face was as it were the sun, 
and his feet as pillars of fire.”  

God’s holiness is reflected in the angel’s face that shines like the sun.  You remember that when 
Moses came down from Mt. Sinai after receiving the Ten Commandments, his face shined as the 
sun.  It didn’t mean he was God, but it meant he was in the presence of God and he was 
reflecting the glory of God in his visage.   

And then God’s judgment is reflected in the cloud with which the angel was clothed.  In the Old 
Testament, clouds are symbolic of God’s judgment and are accompanied with lightning and 
thunder to show the coming storm of God’s wrath.   

And God’s covenant faithfulness to His promises is reflected in the rainbow that’s over the head 
of this angel.  The rainbow reminds us of the Noahic Covenant and the promises God made and 
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the promises that God has kept.  God will keep His promises to bring vengeance upon the wicked 
as well, and His covenant faithfulness ensures that He shall.   

And then God’s triumph over His enemies is reflected in this angel’s feet being like pillars of 
fire.  The idea here is that God will trample His enemies under His feet, and they will not escape 
His terrible wrath or the fiery heat of His anger. 

So in this angel, God’s holiness is reflected in his shining face; God’s judgment is reflected in the 
clouds with which he is clothed; God’s faithfulness is reflected in the rainbow over his head; and 
God’s triumph over His enemies is reflected in these fiery feet.   

Now because he has all of these characteristics of God reflected in his person, some people, 
some commentators, say that this angel actually is Jesus Christ.  But Christ is never called an 
angel in the book of Revelation, much less is He ever called “another” angel; that is, one of 
many, as though He was just one in a series of beings just like Himself. 

Furthermore, when John is in the presence of this angel, he doesn’t fall down and worship him.  
You remember when he was in the presence of Christ in chapter 1—Boom!  He’s instantly on his 
face.  John doesn’t do that here.  So what we have here is God’s glory being reflected in God’s 
messenger, whom God sends to represent His glorious person and His authoritative message.   

Furthermore, this angel, as we’re going to see in verse 6, swears by God, and therefore, clearly 
cannot be God, because who does God swear by?  Himself.  This angel is swearing by someone 
other than himself.  So this cannot be a manifestation of the Lord Jesus Christ.   

Now notice verse 2.  It says, “and he had in his hand a little book open: and he set his right foot 
upon the sea, and his left foot on the earth.”  Now this mighty angel has an open book in his 
hand.  It’s like he’s holding a book like this—like I’m holding my Bible open in my hand before 
you.  That’s what he’s doing.  So he has an open book in his hand which contains, as we are 
going to see, the word of God.   

The angel also stands astride the whole earth, indicating that this book and its message has 
authority over the whole earth.  This angel sets his right foot on the sea and his left foot on the 
earth, showing his mastery over them both.  His message is a universal message that applies to 
all people, wherever they may be on the globe.   

The book he holds is open, which indicates that his message is intended to be known, and its 
instructions are meant to be obeyed by all of humanity, wherever they may live on the globe.  
The gigantic size of this angel indicates the importance of the word of God that he is holding in 
his hand and the towering significance that it has over humanity.  The message of that book will 
span the globe, and the message is exalted far above anything else on earth, in terms of its 
significance and its importance. 
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So this visual, symbolic image conveys the message that God’s word is supremely important, and 
it towers over all the affairs of men, and it is universally applicable to all peoples, wherever they 
live on the globe. 

Now notice in verse 3, it says this angel “cried with a loud voice, as when a lion roareth: and 
when he had cried, seven thunders uttered their voices.”  So this angel now cries out with a loud 
voice, and it sounds like the roar of a lion.  And the volume of his voice makes it clear that his 
message concerns the whole earth and needs to be heard by the entire earth.  This is not some 
whisper.  This is like: Everybody, listen up!  I have something to say! 

Now his cry causes the seven thunders to utter their voices as well.  It’s interesting that God’s 
voice is frequently likened to thunder in the Old Testament.  Please turn with me in your Bibles if 
you would to Psalm 29.  I think that this is the allusion to the seven thunders that are spoken of in 
Revelation chapter 10.   

Psalm 29, beginning at verse 1 says, “1 Give unto the LORD, O ye mighty, give unto the LORD 
glory and strength. 2 Give unto the LORD the glory due unto his name; worship the LORD in the 
beauty of holiness.”  Now here it is, verse 3: “3 The voice of the LORD is upon the waters: the 
God of glory thundereth: the LORD is upon many waters. 4 The voice of the LORD is powerful; 
the voice of the LORD is full of majesty. 5 The voice of the LORD breaketh the cedars; yea, the 
LORD breaketh the cedars of Lebanon. 6 He maketh them also to skip like a calf; Lebanon and 
Sirion like a young unicorn. 7 The voice of the LORD divideth the flames of fire. 8 The voice of 
the LORD shaketh the wilderness; the LORD shaketh the wilderness of Kadesh. 9 The voice of the 
LORD maketh the hinds to calve, and discovereth the forests: and in his temple doth every one 
speak of his glory. 10 The LORD sitteth upon the flood; yea, the LORD sitteth King for ever. 11 The 
LORD will give strength unto his people; the LORD will bless his people with peace.” 

Now I don’t know if you noticed or were counting, but seven times it says, “The voice of the 
LORD,” “The voice of the LORD,” “The voice of the LORD”—seven times.  And it says, The 
voice of the LORD, “the God of glory thundereth.”   

Now turn back please to Revelation chapter 10.  In Revelation chapter 10 and verse 3, when it 
says, the “seven thunders uttered their voices,” I believe that this is a reference to the voice of the 
Lord being spoken seven times—seven being, of course, the number of completion.  God speaks 
fully here.  God speaks powerfully here.  And the seven thunders are the voice of God in all of 
the fullness of His power, in all the fullness of His majesty, in all the fullness of His authority.  
So God speaks powerfully, authoritatively, and majestically, with these seven thunderous voices.   

Now notice verse 4: “And when the seven thunders had uttered their voices, I was about to write: 
and I heard a voice from heaven saying unto me, Seal up those things which the seven thunders 
uttered, and write them not.”  Now the voice of these seven thunders was clearly intelligible to 
John.  He understood exactly what was being said, and he started to write down the words, just 

!  6



like he’s written down so many words that have been spoken before.  But he is ordered to stop 
writing down the words of the seven thunder voices.  He is forbidden to record what they said.   

Now we need to understand what is important about this.  What matters here is not what the 
seven voices uttered.  We cannot know what they said, we are not allowed to know what they 
said, and it is vain and useless and even presumptuous to speculate about what they said.  What 
matters here is that we are made aware that there are some facts about the work of God among 
men that is intentionally concealed from men.  There are some things we are not supposed to 
know, there are some things we cannot know, there are things we will never know, at least in this 
life.  There are things we are not allowed to know about what God has to say, and about what 
God intends to do.  And you know what?  We need to be content with that.   

Deuteronomy 29 and verse 29 says, “The secret things belong unto the LORD our God: but those 
things which are revealed belong unto us and to our children for ever, that we may do all the 
words of this law.”  And this should cause us to have a degree of humility and modesty regarding 
how the future will unfold, especially regarding things like setting dates for the second coming.  
God wants to make it clear to us that we do not have all the information.  God has kept some 
information back from us.  So let us not be presumptuous in thinking we can have a complete 
understanding regarding all prophetic events from a study of the book of Revelation.  We simply 
do not.  There are some things we just do not know, and this text is designed to teach us that 
lesson.   

The point is, we know enough to understand all we need to know for the job that God has given 
us to do here on earth, and with that we need to be content.  He has kept things secret from us, 
but He has revealed other things to us, and those things are sufficient and adequate for us to be 
able to do everything God wants us to do and to understand everything God wants us to 
understand on this earth.  And with reference to those other things, we have to not lean on our 
own understanding.  We have to say, You know what?  There are some things I just don’t know 
the answer to.  And that’s okay.  It’s okay to say, I don’t know.  What I do know is the Bible says 
this, and I can say that with certainty.  But the Bible clearly doesn’t reveal everything there is to 
know.  Some things are withheld from us. 

Having seen the angel’s appearance in verses 1 to 4, I want us to notice secondly the angel’s oath 
in verses 5 to 7.  In verse 5 it says, “And the angel which I saw stand upon the sea and upon the 
earth lifted up his hand to heaven, 6 and swore by him that liveth for ever and ever, who created 
heaven, and the things that therein are, and the earth, and the things that therein are, and the sea, 
and the things which are therein, that there should be time no longer: 7 but in the days of the 
voice of the seventh angel, when he shall begin to sound, the mystery of God should be finished, 
as he hath declared to his servants the prophets.” 

We see in verses 5 to 7 the angel’s oath, and now we see the reason as to why this angel has been 
revealed to us.  The reason why this angel has been revealed to us is made clear in verses 5 to 7, 
and it is to pronounce God’s judgment on the wicked.  So in verses 1 to 4, we have this 
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incredible being showing up, and we have a description of him, and now in verses 5 to 7, we 
have the message of this incredible being and what he has to say.  And what he has to say is that 
God’s hammer is going to fall.  He is all done.   

Now we saw in chapter 9, verses 20 to 21, that even though God brought many temporal 
judgments upon the wicked, they still refused to repent and submit themselves to the Lord.  So 
now the angel lifts up his hand, and he swears an oath in the name of God that the time for 
repentance has ended, and the opportunity for repentance is over.  Notice verses 5 and 6: “5 And 
the angel which I saw stand upon the sea and upon the earth lifted up his hand to heaven, 6 and 
swore by him that liveth for ever and ever, who created heaven, and the things that therein are, 
and the earth, and the things that therein are, and the sea, and the things which are therein,”—
here’s the swearing—“that there should be time no longer.”   

Now the lifting up of the hand is a common gesture in the swearing of an oath.  We do the same 
thing today in our own courts of law.  If you’ve ever shown up in a court of law, the judge says, 
Raise your right hand.  Do you promise to tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the 
truth, so help you God?  And you say, I do.  We first see this raising of the hand to swear an oath 
in the Scriptures in Genesis 14 and verse 22, when Abraham swears an oath, and it’s used in 
other Old Testament passages as well.  So it’s not just something that our common courts 
invented.  This is something that has existed from way back.   

Now this oath that the angel swears makes an extended descriptive statement about the God he is 
swearing by.  He speaks of God’s eternal existence.  He says he swears “by him that lives forever 
and ever,” and then he speaks of God’s creative power, “who created” the heavens, the earth, and 
the sea, and everything that’s in them, and he gives this big long description of God, of the God, 
he is swearing by.  The reason he gives this description of the God he is swearing by is to remind 
us and all of those whom he’s pronouncing this judgment on, that God is sovereign over time—
He lives forever and ever, and that God is sovereign over creation—He created the heaven and 
the earth and the sea.   

So His authority and power are without limit as to their duration, and His authority and power 
are without limit as to their scope.  He knows the exact time that He has allotted to this world 
and the people in it, and He has perfect control over all the people He has made and all the 
circumstances in which they find themselves.  So the angel says, regarding God’s timetable—and 
the angel swears to the truth of that timetable’s unfolding—there comes a time when there should 
be time no longer.   

Now when he says here in the latter part of verse 6 “that there should be time no longer,” this 
does not mean that chronology will end and that we will enter some timeless state of an eternal 
present with no past and no future.  It does not mean that.  What it means is that there will be 
time no longer for repentance and salvation.  There will be no further delay in the coming of 
God’s judgment.  Time’s up.  Now is the day of salvation, but the time and the day of salvation 
will come to an end.   
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The course of this world will come to a halt, and the very next verse tells us what he meant in 
verse 6 when he said “time will be no longer.”  Verse 7: “but”—here’s the explanation of time 
being no longer—“in the days of the voice of the seventh angel,” that’s when the seventh trumpet 
sounds, “when he shall begin to sound, the mystery of God should be finished, as he hath 
declared to his servants the prophets.” 

Now when the seventh trumpet sounds—and we’re going to be looking at that in chapter 11, 
verses 15 to 19—when that seventh trumpet sounds, Christ returns, the final judgment occurs, 
and “the kingdoms of this world become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of His Christ; and he 
shall reign forever and ever.”  So clearly, the seventh trumpet is the second coming and the end.   

This mystery of God to which he refers in verse 7—“ in the days of the voice of the seventh 
angel, when he shall begin to sound, the mystery of God should be finished”—is simply the 
hidden plan of God to save His people and to destroy the works of the Devil that has been in 
operation since the foundation of the world, but which has been largely hidden from human eyes 
because it is largely worked out in the spiritual realm.   

I want you to turn in your Bibles please to Romans chapter 16.  Romans chapter 16 tells us what 
this mystery of God is.  We read this in our Scripture reading this morning, which I thought was 
a kind providence, and now we get to read it again.  In Romans 16, verses 25 to 26, it says, “Now 
to him that is of power to establish you according to my gospel, and the preaching of Jesus 
Christ,”—now here it is—“according to the revelation of the mystery, which was kept secret 
since the world began, 26 but now is made manifest, and by the scriptures of the prophets, 
according to the commandment of the everlasting God, made known to all nations for the 
obedience of faith: 27 to God only wise, be glory through Jesus,” etc. 

So what Romans 16, verses 25 and 26 are telling us is that this whole plan of salvation, from 
beginning to end, God refers to as a “mystery.”  Now it’s a mystery because it would have never 
been known had God not revealed it.  Who would have ever thought that God would send His 
own Son to die in the place of His elect, in order that they might be forgiven on the basis of 
grace?  No one would have ever thought it.  That was a mystery.   

This mystery of God’s saving work is not fully revealed until the New Testament is given.  What 
Paul is saying here in Romans 16 is that this mystery is the gospel and the preaching of Jesus 
Christ.  It was foretold in the prophets of the Old Testament; now it is fully revealed in the New.   

So this mystery of God’s saving work is not fully revealed until the New Testament is given.  But 
this saving work will finally be finished, and this saving work will eventually come to a 
conclusion and a close.  We are told of this in the Old Testament prophets, and the angel 
reaffirms it with his oath.   
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When God’s saving purposes are finished, and when all of His elect are saved, then the seventh 
trumpet will blow, and for those who have refused to repent, it will be too late.  The time to be 
saved will be no longer.  It will be gone forever.   

So John wants his readers to understand something.  These mighty world forces and 
governments that seem so powerful, and under whose oppression they suffered, are all going to 
be decisively overthrown.  They will not triumph; Christ and His people will triumph.  The 
mystery of God will be accomplished and finished.  God’s patience with the wicked will end, and 
then the end will come.   

Turn back please to Revelation chapter 10.  We have seen in Revelation chapter 10, verses 1 to 7, 
the declaration of God’s judgment on the impenitent.  God sends this angel clothed with His own 
authority, reflecting His own power and covenant faithfulness, and the angel makes this 
declaration to these impenitent people of Chapter 9: Your time is up.  You’re done.  There’s no 
higher appeal.  I swear it in the name of God.  It’s settled.  It’s fixed.  It’s finished.   

So what we have in Revelation 10, verses 1 to 7 is the declaration of God’s judgment on the 
impenitent.  When the seventh trumpet sounds, the day of salvation is over forever.  It’ll never 
come back.   

But notice secondly this morning, the delivery of God’s gospel to the church.  The delivery of 
God’s gospel to the church is symbolized in this angel handing John this book.  It’s symbolized 
in verses 8 through 11.  Let’s read them. 

“8 And the voice which I heard from heaven spoke unto me again, and said, Go and take the little 
book which is open in the hand of the angel which standeth upon the sea and upon the earth. 
9 And I went unto the angel, and said unto him, Give me the little book. And he said unto me, 
Take it, and eat it up; and it shall make thy belly bitter, but it shall be in thy mouth sweet as 
honey. 10 And I took the little book out of the angel’s hand, and ate it up; and it was in my mouth 
sweet as honey: and as soon as I had eaten it, my belly was bitter. 11 And he said unto me, Thou 
must prophesy again before many peoples, and nations, and tongues, and kings.” 

Now we would have expected, reading verses 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, and the angel saying, Time’s up, 
it’s over, mystery’s finished—we would have expected verse 8 to be the sounding of the seventh 
trumpet.  We would expect that because in verse 7 he says, “in the days of the voice of the 
seventh angel, when he shall begin to sound, the mystery of God should be finished, as he hath 
declared to his servants the prophets,” and I heard the seventh angel sound.   

That’s what we would expect, but that’s not what we get.  We don’t get the seventh angel 
sounding until chapter 11, and verse 15.  Something intervenes, and that’s what we’re going to be 
looking at in chapter 10 and verse 8, all the way through chapter 11 and verse 14. 
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What we have in this section of chapter 10 and verse 8 through chapter 11 and verse 14 is first 
John, and then the two witnesses of chapter 11, being given the gospel message to preach to the 
world.  In other words, they’re given the word of God, the book, and out of it they are to preach 
God’s message to the world. 

Now it’s interesting that the same voice in verse 4 that told John to conceal the message of the 
seven thunders is exactly the same voice that tells him in verse 8 to take the open book out of the 
hand of the angel so he might preach it.  So God says, You can’t know this truth, but this other 
truth, I want you to proclaim it to the world.   

Everything we have to proclaim to the world is in the book.  And we don’t need anything else but 
the book to know the message of God and convey the message of God.  The message of God 
isn’t voices you hear in your head.  The voice of God is the book.  And it’s the book that’s given 
to John to preach. 

Now notice that this book is an open book.  It stresses it again.  You remember that it said in 
verse 2, “and he had in his hand a little book open,” and then in verse 8, “the voice which I heard 
from heaven spoke unto me again, and said, Go and take the little book which is open in the hand 
of the angel.”  So this is an open book, not closed.  It’s open.  This book is meant to be read, it’s 
meant to be studied, it’s meant to be understood.  God has hidden some things from us, but thank 
God, He has not hidden the gospel from us.  He has revealed the gospel in his book, and He 
gives that book to His messengers to consume for themselves first, and then secondly, to 
proclaim it to others.  Notice John eats the book in verse 10.  In verse 11, “Thou must prophesy 
again,” or preach, “before many peoples, and nations, and tongues, and kings.” 

Notice that John is an active participant in this process.  He has to go to the angel; he has to ask 
the angel for the book; he has to take the book out of his hand; and then he’s got to eat it.  This is 
what he’s instructed to do in verses 8 and 9, and in fact this is exactly what he does.  He isn’t told 
to just passively sit there and wait for somebody to put it into an IV and load it into his body 
while he does nothing.  He’s actively involved in seeking the book and taking the book and 
consuming the book.  We must be as well. 

Now he’s told what will occur when he consumes the book.  It will be sweet in his mouth, but 
having swallowed it, it will be bitter in his stomach.  Now clearly this, and this entire chapter, is 
metaphorical and symbolic language.  It’s a visual, symbolic image of taking the gospel into our 
hearts and into our minds, of receiving and believing the gospel ourselves, and making its 
message our own through belief and study and application in our lives.  That’s what it means to 
eat the book.  Something that is outside of you becomes internalized to you by your labor and 
your work and your effort at reading and studying and understanding and applying it in your life. 

The Psalmist, using the same metaphorical language, says in Psalm 119 and verse 103, “How 
sweet are thy words unto my taste! yea, sweeter than honey to my mouth!”  In Psalm 19 and in 
verse 10, the Psalmist says of the Scriptures that they are “sweeter also than honey and the 
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honeycomb.”  And perhaps the clearest illustration in the Old Testament of this eating of the 
book, this metaphor of the eating of the book, is in Ezekiel.  I’d like you to turn there in your 
Bibles please.  Ezekiel chapter 3, verses 1 to 4.  Ezekiel here is having a vision of God.  Let’s go 
back to chapter 2 and verse 9:   

Ezekiel 2 and verse 9 says, “And when I looked, behold, a hand was sent unto me; and, lo, a roll 
of a book was therein; 10 and he spread it before me,” as he opened it up, “and it was written 
within and without: and there was written therein lamentations, and mourning, and woe.”  
Chapter 3, verse 1: “Moreover he said unto me, Son of man, eat that thou findest; eat this roll, 
and go speak unto the house of Israel. 2 So I opened my mouth, and he caused me to eat that roll. 
3 And he said unto me, Son of man, cause thy belly to eat, and fill thy bowels with this roll that I 
give thee. Then did I eat it; and it was in my mouth as honey for sweetness. 4 And he said unto 
me, Son of man, go, get thee unto the house of Israel, and speak with my words unto them.”   

So this is very parallel to what the angel tells John to do.  Please turn back to Revelation 
chapter 10.  What we see John doing here is consuming the message of the word of God so that 
he might proclaim it to others, just like God metaphorically gave Ezekiel His word under this 
visual symbolic imagery of eating it so it would fill his mouth, and then with that mouth he 
would go and speak to the people.   

So John is consuming the message of the word of God so he might proclaim it others, and this is 
what Revelation 10, verse 11 makes clear.  “And he said unto me, Thou must prophesy again 
before many peoples, and nations, and tongues, and kings;”  That is, the totality of mankind.  So 
John consumes the message of the gospel, not only that he might be saved by it himself, but also 
so that he might proclaim it to others.   

But what occurs when John does proclaim this message to others?  Well what happens is that 
they despise the message and they reject the message and they refuse to repent, and they thereby 
condemn themselves to hell.  We’re going to see that expanded in chapter 11, verses 1 to 14, 
when we look at that passage next week.   

What happens when people despise and reject the message and refuse to repent, and thereby 
condemn themselves to hell?  Here you are—you’re preaching, okay?  The word is sweet in your 
mouth, and you want to tell others about the sweetness of the gospel.  But what happens when 
you preach that message, and they despise it and they reject it and they refuse to repent, and you 
watch them condemn themselves to hell by their blasphemy against the word of God?  What 
happens when you preach the gospel to the lost and they heap shame and scorn and rejection and 
persecution on you?  It makes you sick in the pit of your stomach, doesn’t it?   

Have you ever done any spiritual warfare with haters of the gospel?  Does the thought of that 
conflict and that experience of that conflict make you sick inside?  In a word, does it make your 
belly bitter?  It does to me.  You know, when I was a kid, on the schoolyard at times you would 
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get into fistfights with other kids, and when I was a kid, just the thought of getting into a fistfight 
made me sick to my stomach.   

In the same way, here we are in the field of spiritual warfare, and we’re going out with this 
wonderful gospel, and we get this terrible hatred and rejection and scorn and reviling, and we 
know we’re going to get it.  

So what God is saying here to John is that when you preach the gospel, it’s going to be sweet in 
your mouth, but you’re going to get back persecution and rejection and hostility that’s going to 
make you sick in your stomach.  It makes me sick in my stomach to do spiritual warfare and 
have spiritual conflict with people, and I hate that feeling.  But you know what?  It’s the price 
you pay to prophesy before many peoples and nations and tongues and kings.   

Now we’re going to read a lot more about this stomach churning spiritual warfare in chapter 11, 
verses 1 to 14 next week.  But this is the Christian life in the world today, and it has been the 
nature of the Christian life since the first coming of Christ, and it will be until He returns.  And 
that is, we love the gospel, but when we preach the gospel, we get persecution back, and the 
thought of that conflict makes our stomach churn.   

You see, on the one hand, the gospel is sweet, isn’t it?  We experience the sweetness of the 
forgiveness of sin, and freedom from guilt, and deliverance from judgment and hell.  We 
experience the sweetness of reconciliation with God and fellowship with God and having the 
smile of God.  We experience the sweetness of having God’s strength and God’s protection and 
God’s provision.  We experience the sweetness of possessing eternal life and the comfort of the 
Holy Spirit and the inheritance of heaven.  We experience the sweetness of spiritual sight and 
spiritual illumination and spiritual understanding.  We experience the sweetness of the promises 
of the Scripture and the wisdom they provide and the security that they afford to us.   

We experience the sweetness of having the family of God and the brothers and sisters and fathers 
and mothers in Christ who love us and who pray with us and who minister to us.  We experience 
the sweetness of prayer before the throne of grace, adoption into the family of God, and the hope 
of the resurrection from the grave.  We would not trade any of that for anything.   

But the Christian life isn’t all just sweetness, is it?  There is some bitterness that comes as we 
experience the push back from the wicked.  But know this: The bitterness in your belly is 
temporary; the sweetness in your mouth is eternal.  The sufferings of this present time, the 
bitterness of the belly we have now as we serve God and engage in spiritual conflict and spiritual 
warfare, is not worthy to be compared with the glory that shall be revealed in us.   

So the gospel is glorious and sweet, but its proclamation is always followed by bitter 
persecution.  In the next chapter, the two witnesses go and they preach the gospel, and everybody 
doesn’t just rush around them and say, O! we’re so glad you preached this message to us!  We 
wanted to be saved for so long, and we’re so glad that now we can know how to be saved!  They 
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don’t get that reaction.  They get huge persecution, and the persecutors push back hard and 
finally triumph over them and kill them, and rejoice over their dead bodies in the street.  That’s 
the spiritual warfare we engage in.  And I’ll tell you, that’s a stomach churning experience.  But 
we can’t say: Well, because I don’t want that bitterness in my belly, I’m not going to talk about 
the sweetness that’s in my mouth.   

Sweetness and suffering—that’s the nature of the Christian life between the first and the second 
coming of Christ.  We have to expect it and we have to embrace it.  I follow a guy on Instagram, 
and the name of his account is “Embrace the Recoil.”  He’s a gun guy, right?  I like to shoot 
guns, and you know when you shoot the gun, it recoils and it makes you flinch.  And he says, 
“Embrace the recoil.”  You know, make it your friend.  Recognize it’s going to happen, prepare 
for it, brace against it, be able to overcome it.   

And we have to embrace the recoil that the world is going to give to us.  We have to say, You 
know what?  This is coming, this is going to happen, it’s going to make me sick, I know that.  I 
am going to triumph over it.  I am going to not allow it to intimidate me into putting the message 
of the gospel down and never shooting it forth again.  Some people, the first time they shoot a 
gun and it recoils in their hands, it scares them.  They put the thing down and never want to pick 
it up again.  You can do that, or you can learn to manage the recoil and have the pleasure of being 
able to project wonderful things out into the distance.   

It’s the same way with the gospel.  When you shoot the gospel gun, you get recoil.  But you just 
keep shooting the gospel gun.  We have to expect it.  We have to embrace that it’s going to be 
sweet and it’s going to be bitter.  And the whole health and wealth gospel that says everything 
should be a bed or roses is a lie from hell.  The Christian life is spiritual warfare, and we have to 
do it.  And the good news is is that when we do it, God’s elect are going to be saved, the 
reprobate are going to reject us and persecute us, but in the end, Christ is coming back, the 
seventh trumpet will sound, all of our sorrows will end, all of our sweetness will be intensified 
and become permanent for all of eternity.   

And that’s what John is doing as he writes this book to persecuted believers at the end of the first 
century.  He’s saying to them, Yes, I know Rome is pushing back hard, but this is our message, 
this is our mission.  We have an open book—let’s preach the book.  God will deal with them.  
Their time is going to run out.  Your time will go on forever.   

Well may this encourage us to keep on even in spite of the sick feeling in our stomachs, to preach 
the gospel, to stand against the world, to proclaim the message.  We’ll see more of this next week 
in chapter 11.  Shall we pray together. 

Father, thank you so much for this wonderful book and for the understanding it gives to us of this 
age in which we’re living between the first and the second coming of Christ, and how these kinds 
of conflicts are going to take place.  The seven churches are going to experience all these things.  
They represent all the things the church is going to experience.   
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And then we see the seven seals and the action of the wicked—these four horsemen of the 
Apocalypse and all the wickedness they do—and yet we see that God then brings His trumpets of 
judgment against them, and we see many judgments falling on the wicked in this age.  We see 
our responsibility to preach the gospel—to take the open book and to declare it to the nations, 
and to know that when we do so, it’s not going to be easy, but it is a blessed work.  And help us, 
Father, to do that blessed work.  In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen.  
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