
Hebrews Chapter 11B 

  

Sharon and I celebrated our 36th wedding anniversary this past Tuesday. As part of that 

celebration we went out to dinner together and in the course of conversation I asked her 

which of the years that we have spent together were her favorite?   

 ( I was just trying to make conversation) 

 

Well, as we reminisced over the time that we have been together and reflected on, the 

blessings and the trials that we have faced we came to the conclusion that committing 

ourselves to the covenant of marriage was truly step of faith.    

 

I asked Sharon to marry me after dating for only 4 months. Something I would never 

allow my children to do. And Yes that’s a double standard that I am OK with. 

 

What do most young couples know about one another after 4 months?  (not much) 

What do most people in the early 20’s know about marriage?  (not much) 

What do they know about the endurance, the persistence, the grace and forgiveness that is 

required of two people who commit themselves to loving one another for a lifetime?  ( 

nothing! ) 

 

There have been times after meeting with a couple for premarital counseling when 

Sharon and I will get in the car, look at one another and say, “They are clueless!”  But we 

have to admit, so were we!  

 At the end of our conversation on Tuesday night Sharon and I agreed that entering 

into the covenant of marriage takes great FAITH. 

 

But it is important for you to know that there is a vast difference between the faith that a 

bride and bridegroom express when they say their vows and the faith that saves us from 

the wrath of God. 

o At the wedding altar my faith was built upon what I SAW. (I liked!) 

o All of the wonderful attributes that I had come to know and love about Sharon 

captured my heart. 

  

BUT Saving faith is a gift from the gracious hand of God that provides me with: 

 A sure and steadfast SUBSTANCE of the HOPE that God himself has imparted to 

my soul. 

 Faith is the EVIDENCE of those heavenly realities, the eternal truths that I read in 

God’s Word. I am assured even though I have never seen them with my eyes.  

 

Understand that we put our faith in a variety of things every day:  

 Is this chair going to hold me? Is this car going to get me home?  DO I really believe 

that this 750,000-pound airplane will get and stay up in the air?    

 These Everyday expressions of faith are very different from saving faith. 



Saving faith is that gift from God that is imparted to us, by the Holy Spirit through the 

new birth.  

 By it our blind eyes are opened and we see the glory of God in the face of Christ. 

 By it we are delivered from the penalty and power of sin. 

 By it we are new creatures in Christ and we possess eternal life. 

 By it we are adopted into the family of God and sealed with the Holy Spirit. 

 

Now that we have a definition of true saving faith, let’s consider the many examples of 

that faith provided to us by the Holy Spirit through the author of Hebrews. 

 

The first thing that you will notice as we move into this list of the Heroes of Faith is that 

the author has arranged the Characters in order of their Biblical appearance.  

 

And the most valuable lesson that we can learn from this extensive chronological listing 

of heroes is this: 

 From the very beginning of time God has always justified men and women (forgiven 

their sin and restored a right relationship with God) He justified us by the gracious 

gift of faith.  

 

This morning we are going to look at the first three characters. Not only will we see that 

they were all justified by the grace of God through faith, we will also see a pattern 

developed that displays the fruit of saving faith in the lives of the redeemed. 

 Here is the pattern: 

 Abel points us to the sacrifice on which the true worship of God is founded. 

 Enoch represents the Walk of Faith that we enter into through the sacrifice of Christ. 

 Noah displays for us the work that naturally arises from the gift of faith. 

 

With that in mind here is our outline for this morning: 

1. The Worship of Faith - Abel 

2. The Walk of Faith. - Enoch 

3. The Works of Faith – Noah 

 

1 The Worship of Faith: Abel 

Hebrews 11:4 By faith Abel offered to God a more acceptable sacrifice than Cain, 

through which he was commended as righteous, God commending him by accepting his 

gifts. And through his faith, though he died, he still speaks. 

 

HERE is what we LEARN from ABEL’S abbreviated life: 

 First, Those who have received God’s gracious gift of faith are able to understand the 

necessity for and the effectiveness of God’s prescribed sacrifice. 

 Secondly, they freely and joyfully give themselves to the Worship of God. 

 



When you think about it, Abel was the very first man in the human race to actually live 

by faith. 

 Adam and Eve would NOT have been persons of faith in the same way as Abel 

because they actually saw and experienced face to face fellowship with God in the 

Garden until the day they fell in sin. 

 And even after being cast out of the Garden they would have possessed the 

memory of God’s person and the amazing relationship they once enjoyed with 

their creator. 

 Adam and Eve would have been able to describe God to their children but Abel 

was the first man to believe IN A God he never saw with his own eyes. 

 Even though he did not see God both He and Cain came at an appointed time to 

worship God.  (that is at least some evidence of good parenting) 

 

The book of Genesis records the efforts of Cain and Abel in the worship of the true and 

living God. 

Genesis 4:  3  In the course of time Cain brought to the LORD an offering of the fruit of 

the ground, 4  and Abel also brought of the firstborn of his flock and of their fat portions. 

And the LORD had regard for Abel and his offering,  5  but for Cain and his offering he 

had no regard. So Cain was very angry, and his face fell. 

 It becomes obvious from the text of Genesis that the children of Adam had a Time, 

a Place and a Way in which they were taught to worship God. 

 

The Time: 

“In the course of time” literally means “at the end of days,” and that insinuates that there 

was a set time when the worship of God was to take place and both of the boys arrived at 

the proper time. 

 This may be an inference to a pre-law Sabbath or new Moon worship.  

 Whatever it was, it seems to me that Adam and Eve passed on to the boys some 

specific time when the worship of God was to take place. 

 NEXT – we move on to the place 

 

The Place 

From the narrative in Genesis, it seems to me that there must have been a special place, 

an altar of some sort that was used to offer sacrifices to God.  

 Even if it was by example only and not by specific instruction from God, Adam 

would have learned that sin necessitated the sacrifice of an innocent substitute to 

serve as a covering. 

 In Genesis 3:21 God sacrificed an innocent animal in order to make a covering for 

Adam and Eve when they fell into sin. 

 The altar may have been an ancient forerunner of the Mercy Seat, a place designed 

by God to point the children of Adam to the Lamb of God who would take away 

the sin of the world. 



 

A Way to Worship 

I think it is significant that the first recorded act of worship in the Bible involved a 

sacrifice. 

When you stop to think about it, the supreme act of worship in all of the covenants that 

God established with his chosen people required faith in a substitutionary sacrifice that 

would atone for sin. 

 Abraham offered sacrifices to God, 

 Moses passed on the ritual sacrifices God ordained in the Law and those sacrifices 

became the focus of O.T. worship. (Daily, New Moon, Day of Atonement) 

 At the heart of Our New Covenant worship is the perfect, once for all sacrifice for 

sin that was offered by Jesus Christ on the cross of Calvary.  

 

It is inconceivable to me that Cain and Abel accidently stumbled onto the sacrifice as a 

way of worshipping God. The fact that God accepted Abel’s offering but rejected Cain’s 

tells me that God had established a pattern for worship from the beginning. 

 

Since “Faith comes from hearing” (Romans 10:17) Abel must have had some kind of 

revelation on which he based his faith. I believe that he knew the time, the place and the 

manner in which God was to be worshipped.  (most likely from his parents) 

 WHY was Abel’s offering accepted by God and Cain’s was not? There are a 

number of opinions out there but the author of Hebrews clearly tells us that Abel’s 

sacrifice was offered in faith. (faith made the sacrifice acceptable) 

 

Hebrews 11:4 By faith Abel offered to God a more acceptable sacrifice than Cain 

 Able believed the testimony of God. Somehow he knew that the price to be paid 

for sin was death and he trusted in the prescribed sacrifice. 

 And by that faith Able was commended as righteous. 

 

Abel’s short life helps us understand that God never intended for men to come to Him 

casually or carelessly disregarding His revealed Word.   

 

We learn from Abel that when a man COMES to God by faith through the prescribed 

sacrifice, that man enters into an everlasting relationship with God and HE enjoys 

communion with God that even death cannot separate. And that brings us to Enoch.  

2 The Walk of Faith. 

Hebrews 11: 5  By faith Enoch was taken up so that he should not see death, and he was 

not found, because God had taken him. Now before he was taken he was commended as 

having pleased God.  6  And without faith it is impossible to please him, for whoever 

would draw near to God must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who seek 

him. 

This life of faith is a life that is characterized by intimate communion with God. 



It is a life that is lived in sweet fellowship with God, and we learn from Enoch that it is a 

life that completely removes the fear of death. 

 In Genesis 5:21-24 Enoch is described twice as “Waking with God.” 

 This image of “Walking” is used many times in the N.T. to represent the life of 

faith. 

 

Romans 6: 4  We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just 

as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in 

newness of life. 

 At Baptism we made a public declaration that we were crucified with Christ 

nevertheless we live and now Christ lives in us. And the life that we now live is a 

life of faith in Christ Jesus. It is a life of loving communion with God. 

 

Ephesians 5: 2  And walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a 

fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. 

 At the end of the Bible, the word “Walk” is used to speak of the intimate 

communion with God that the faithful saints at Sardis would enjoy in heaven. 

 

Revelation 3: 4  Yet you have still a few names in Sardis, people who have not soiled 

their garments, and they will walk with me in white, for they are worthy.  

 

In order for Enoch to walk with God we understand that Enoch’s sinful nature would 

have to be changed.  (WHY IS THAT?) 

 By his very nature Man (every man) is at enmity with God. The Apostle Paul says 

that we are “By nature children of wrath.” (Eph. 2:3) 

 So if a man (any man) is going to walk with God he must be given a new nature.     

I will ask that you indulge me this crude example: 

 

Every night I take my dog Jake out for a walk.  

 I have to admit that it is extremely difficult for me to walk with Jake. And that 

difficulty is because we have two very different natures. 

 I want to peacefully stroll along the sidewalk listening to a sermon, enjoying some 

worship music but JAKE has completely different idea! 

 He is a slave to his cravings. He literally drags me wherever he smells a rabbit He 

stops at every tree, every fireplug and every fence to (you know) and Jake has an 

offensive appetite for dead animals and food that has been sitting in the street for 

the past week. 

 Because our natures are so vastly different dogs can provide a minimal level of 

companionship and we can never enjoy intimate fellowship with them. 

 In the same way Sinners cannot share intimate communion with God who is holy. 

They are separated from God,   Eph.2:3, we all once lived in the passions of our 



flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and the mind, and were by nature 

children of wrath, like the rest of mankind. 

 

On the other hand, when I walk with my wife WE are able to share a level of intimacy 

and sweet communion that can only be surpassed by our communion with Christ. No one 

in the world knows or understands me more than Sharon.  

 No one shares my hurts and victories in the way that she does.   God has 

graciously made us one flesh. 

 And that one flesh union was given by God as an illustration of the union that 

believers share with Christ their bridegroom. 

 It is a loving relationship that involves sweet and intimate communion. 

 The Apostle John invites us all to share in the fellowship he found with God in 

Christ Jesus. 

 

1John 1:3  that which we have seen and heard we proclaim also to you, so that you too 

may have fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is with the Father and with his 

Son Jesus Christ. 

 Abel illustrates the worship of faith and Enoch the walk of faith now we move on 

to Noah who, by the sheer magnitude of his task illustrates the work of faith. 

 

3 The Works of Faith - Noah 

Hebrews 11: 7  By faith Noah, being warned by God concerning events as yet unseen, in 

reverent fear constructed an ark for the saving of his household. By this he condemned 

the world and became an heir of the righteousness that comes by faith. 

 When God told Noah that He was about to destroy the world because of its 

wickedness, at the same time He told Noah to build an Ark and Noah obediently 

dropped everything and started building. 

 Even though He never experienced a flood. He obeyed the command of God 

 While He most certainly saw the violent depravity of the surrounding society, he 

never experienced the awesome power of the wrath of God that was about to be 

unleashed through the flood. 

 And I am fairly certain that he had never seen a ship like the one that God called 

him to build. (which was the Size of a modern day battle ship) 

 And while it is difficult to put ourselves in Noah’s shoes, I have to believe that this 

Message from God would have sounded extremely radical.  

 

Genesis 6:13 And God said to Noah, "I have determined to make an end of all flesh, for 

the earth is filled with violence through them. Behold, I will destroy them with the earth. 

14  Make yourself an ark of gopher wood. Make rooms in the ark, and cover it inside and 

out with pitch. 

 And the Lord went on to describe the details of the ark and his plans to judge the 

earth through a global flood. 



 Then in what seems almost anticlimactic, Noah’s response is recorded in one 

simple phrase. 

 

Genesis 6:22  Noah did this; he did all that God commanded him. 

 Like every true believer who has ever lived Noah believed the Word of God and 

He became an heir of the righteousness that comes by faith. 

 Like Abel and Enoch who lived before him and Abraham who would come after 

him Noah’s righteousness was a gift of God that came to him through faith. 

 

Genesis 6:9B Noah was a righteous man, blameless in his generation. Noah walked with 

God. 

 The narrative of Genesis demonstrates to us that Noah’s faith was evidenced by 

the fruit that it produced in his life. The fruit of OBEDIENCE. 

 He diligently obeyed the Word of the Lord in a time when violence filled the earth 

and the ONLY righteous people alive at the time were found in his own family. 

 The grace of God through which Noah was declared righteous worked IN Him to 

produce spiritual fruit. 

 This is exactly what the Apostle Paul tells us in the book of Ephesians. 

 

Ephesians 2: 8  For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own 

doing; it is the gift of God, 

 Salvation is a gift of God it does not proceed from ourselves or come in response 

to anything that we ourselves have done. 

 

9  not a result of works, so that no one may boast. 10  For we are his workmanship, 

created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should 

walk in them. 

 Any glory that would arise from our lives must go to God because all that we are 

and anything good and pleasing that arises from our lives originates in God. 

 We are His workmanship and He made us new creatures in Christ with the ability 

and purpose of performing good works. 

 These same good works are seen by James as the evidence of our faith. 

 

James 2: 14  What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he has faith but does not have 

works? Can that faith save him? 

 That is a rhetorical question requiring a negative response. NO true saving faith 

will always result in good works. 

 

17  So also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead. 18  But someone will say, 

"You have faith and I have works." Show me your faith apart from your works, and I will 

show you my faith by my works. 

 



As we bring this to a close: I think I can say with certainty that God has not called us to 

build a BOAT. God promised that he would never destroy all flesh through a flood. 

 BUT there is a day coming when the judgment of God will be poured out on the 

earth. 

 

2Pe 3:10  But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass 

away with a roar, and the heavenly bodies will be burned up and dissolved, and the earth 

and the works that are done on it will be exposed. 

 When the Judgment of God comes ONLY those who are IN CHRIST will be 

saved.  (those who trust in his sacrifice, those who walk with him, those who show 

the fruit of obedience.)  

 As the Ark was in the days of Noah, so Christ is in OUR day. (Jesus said) 

 

John 10: 9  I am the door. If anyone enters by me, he will be saved and will go in and out 

and find pasture. 

 Christ is the door, all who trust in his sacrificial death and glorious resurrection 

will walk with God like Enoch. 

 

For those of you who are IN CHRIST, I want to remind you once again that the fruit of 

our salvation is obedience.  

 Noah literally spent decades building and filling the ark in preparation for the 

coming judgment. 

 

TODAY, Jesus is the ark. And God has commanded US to go into the world and compel 

people to come in. To fill the ark. 

 In Luke 14 "A man once gave a great banquet and invited many. he sent his 

servant to say to those who had been invited, ‘Come, for everything is now ready.’  

 But his guests all came up with excuses why they could not attend. 

 

Luke 14: 23  And the master said to the servant, ‘Go out to the highways and hedges and 

compel people to come in, that my house may be filled. 

 

Friends WE who have been reconciled to God through the sacrifice on J.C. on the cross. 

 We who walk with God in loving communion and obedience serve as those who 

fill the ARK….   Having be given the ministry of reconciliation we make His 

appeal: 

 

2 Corinthians 5:20  Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal 

through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 

 

 

 



 

 

 


