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[Sunday, August 14, 2016] 1John Series, 1John chapter 3, verses 1-2 – Craig 
Thurman 

 
A summary of the thoughts of chapter two: 
 

o We have an Advocate, Comforter, Jesus Christ (v.1) 
o Assurance comes through keeping His commandments (v.3) 
o Abiding in the light is to love our brother (v.10) 
o Love not the world (v.16) 
o We have the anointing of the Holy Spirit (v.20) 

 
The Spirit’s anointing is not incident at the new birth, though it is 
clear His essential work was performed then (Jn.3.1-8; Tit.3.5; 
1Pe.1.2); it is incident with a N.T. church relationship. (Jo.14.16-18, 
26; 16.13, 14; Acts 2.1-4) 

 
o We have eternal life. (v.25) 
o Abiding gives confidence for the coming of Christ (v.28) 

 
These wonderful thoughts bring us to the crescendo of the opening verse of 
chapter 3.   
 

Detail: The English word know is found 9 times in this chapter, 
the number generally associated with fruit. 

 
Behold - the father has given to us what kind of love! 
 

         Ἴδετε  
1 ¶  Behold,  
 

behold,  Ἴδετε, 2ppl. aor. imper. of ei]de<w,  o[ra<w; translated see and 

behold; You look!   
 

There are two particular Greek words which have to do with sight: 
 

ble<pw, is to have the faculty of sight: to look, see, take heed, 

beware;  
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o]ra<w, which is the word that is in our present text, refers to the 

organ for sight.  From this is derived o]fqalmo<j, the organ of the 

eye, from which awe have the English words ophthalmology and 
optical.   
 

It is generally understood that a person who has eyes to see can see.  But 
that is not always the case for many reasons.  But sight should have been 
possible.  So, for Christians in this setting, it is understood that they have a 
certain degree of spiritual perception.  Christians should be able to see 
spiritual principles in the Word of God and apply them.  Vision, in Scripture, 
can be used to show the various spiritual conditions in which a Christian 
might be.  (We are not concerned at the moment with the world, who is in 
darkness.) The most significant hindrance to spiritual growth is likened to a 
disorder called myopia.   
 

Dict.: a condition in which the visual images come to a focus in 
front of the retina of the eye resulting esp. in defective vision 
of distant objects; deficiency of foresight or discernment 

 
Not seeing afar off is a visual blindness.   
 

2Pe 1:9  But he that lacketh these things is blind, and cannot see afar 
off, and hath forgotten that he was purged from his old sins. 
 

Then, there is vision which is distorted. 
  

Mr 8:24  And he looked up, and said, I see men as trees, walking. 
 

It isn’t very long at all, whenever children of God get away 
from the Word of God, that their understanding becomes 
distorted.  Doctrine begins to take on a twisted tenor and 
opinions take precedence over truth.  Worldliness replaces 
godliness. 

 
And then, there is visual clarity, or singleness.  This is focus. 
  



1John Series 

3 
 

Mt 6:22  The light of the body is the eye: if therefore thine eye be 
single, thy whole body shall be full of light. 
 

But as we keep to the Word of God our focal point remains 
correct and properly based upon the person and work of 
Christ. 
 

We read in our text, ‘Behold!’  This says to us that we have the organ for 
spiritual sight, we have been born of the Spirit; we have come to faith in 
Christ at the preaching of the Word; we have come through believer’s 
baptism; and we are in the Lord’s New Testament church; we are abiding in 
Christ and His Word; we should be able to ‘Look!’  At what? 
 

     ποταπὴν                                                                                                ἀγάπην 
what manner of                                                                                            love  
      what sort or kind  (this is understood to be a phrase of wonder) 

 
what manner, ποταπὴν, acc. sing. fem. of potapo<j; always 

translated what manner of; meaning what kind of; cf. (Lk.7.39, see 
below) 
 

George Ricker Berry, The Interlinear Greek-English New 
Testament, ‘See what love …’ 
 
The New Greek English Interlinear New Testament, ‘See 
what sort of love …’ (Same for Greek-English New 
Testament) 

 
Mr 13:1  And as he went out of the temple, one of his disciples 
saith unto him, Master, see what manner of stones ποταποι 
and what ποταπαι [manner of, added] buildings are here! 
 

The idea is that the disciples were showing to the Lord 
the beautiful adornment of the temple: 
Lu 21:5  And as some spake of the temple, how [o!ti, 

because, or that] it was adorned with goodly stones and 
gifts, he said … 
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The Amplified Bible communicates the same translating, 
‘See what [an incredible] quality of love the Father has 
given (shown, bestowed on) us …’ 
 

of love, ἀγάπην, acc. sing. of a]ga<ph. 

 
Look at the kind of love the Father has bestowed … This is like a road sign.  
We who drive vehicles here, there, and yon, see road signs posted 
everywhere.  These signs give us information that we need.  Some warn us 
of danger.  Some help make us aware of special driving conditions.  There 
are sign which tell us to stop, yield, merge; signs which give maximum 
speed limits, and direct traffic.  To me, John 3.1, Behold! is like a large stop 
sign.  We are not to proceed until we have considered well what has been 
said.  What has been said relates to us in a special way.  What we see is the 
manifestation of the Father’s love for us. There is a direct relationship with 
the substance of those things that were revealed in chapters one and two 
to chapter three, verse 1.  We are to stop and recollect this information.  
Why?  Because it is a summation of the love of the Father bestowed upon 
us through His Son, Jesus Christ. This is a special bestowal upon a special 
people.  These are they who can testify of the faithfulness of God in that 
they have received such a wonderful bestowal of His love.  These view with 
wonder and amazement every grace bestowed as a great monument to the 
Father’s love for them.  (Seven are listed below.)  It is as if we were 
stopping by the temple in the days of Christ and glorying over the great 
stones buildings that were in the temple.  Let us consider the great 
provision of the Father’s love for us. 

 
                         δέδωκεν                                          ἡμῖν 
the Father hath bestowed                       upon us,  
                              given or committed,      to us 
                              gave                                    us 
 

hath bestowed, δέδωκεν, 3ps. perf. ind. act. of di<dwmi, to give; 

δέδωκεν is found 12 times in the N.T. and translated, Jn.3.35, hath 
given, Jn.5.22, hath committed; Jn.6.32, gave; Jn.7.19, did … give; 
Jn.13.3, had given; Jn.3.1, hath bestowed. 
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‘hath bestowed,’ is in the perfect tense.  The action is completed. The 
Father has bestowed them already.  And being in the perfect tense there is 
the existence of its finished results in those who have received a special 
provision of the Father … so that they might be called the sons of God.  

 
upon us, ἡμῖν, dat. pl. of e]gw<, ego, cf.  e]gw<, ego,  I am; KJV, our, us, 

for us, we, and upon us. 
                        

These things only apply to us: here is the Father’s provision: 
1.  The potential for fellowship:  We may have continual fellowship with 
God and He with us when we walk in the light.  (1.3, 7) 
  
2.  The potential for forgiveness and cleansing: We may have continual 
forgiveness from sin and cleansing from all unrighteousness through 
Christ’s shed blood as we confess to Him. (1.9) 
 
3.  The potential for assurance: We may be sure that we know Him by 
keeping His Word.  (2.3) 
 
4.  The potential defense against deception:  We may be kept from 
antichrists and their error by the anointing of the Holy One.  (2.18-22) 
 
5.  The absolute certainty of life: We have eternal life. (2.25) 
 
6.  The potential for confidence before Him: We may have confidence at 
His coming by abiding in Him. (2.28)  
 
7.  The potential for knowing His children: We may know them who know 
Him by how they act and by what they do. (2.29) 

 
Purpose: In order that we should be called the children (being specially) of 
God …  The special bestowal of the love of the Father upon us by His Son is 
to manifest his own sons.  (To whom is this manifestation? The Father, the 
Son, and the saints.) 
 

 ἵνα                                                                 τέκνα 
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that                 we should be called           the sons             of God:  
so that                                               (KJV marg. children) 
in order that 
 

we should be called, κληθῶμεν, 1ppl. aor. subj. pass. of kale<w, to 

call; called or bidden. (for aor. subj. pass. of kale<w, see Mt. 24. 8, 10, 

be … called; Lk.14.8, 10, art bidden; these ought to be called the sons 
or children of God by virtue of the love bestowed upon them. 
 

The two ways that the aorist subjunctive passive of kale<w is used in 

Scripture is:  
 

1.  Either as a means of identification (Mt.23.8, be not ye called 
Rabbi, 10, Neither be ye called masters);  Or, 
 
2.  As an invitation (Lk.14.8, When thou art bidden of any man, 10, 
when thou art bidden, go and sit).  Both are true.   

 
we should be called speaks of the potential for being called sons … of God. 
It presents a future aspect of being called sons.  And it also expresses the 
fact that we ought to be called the sons of God.  The very purpose for 
bestowing these extra graces was so that these might be called the sons of 
God. It ought to be evident that there are not only elect children in general, 
but special sons among them.   
 

Joh 17:23  I in them, and thou in me, that they may be made perfect 
in one; and that the world may know that thou hast sent me, and 
hast loved them, as thou hast loved me.  
 

While there were thousands which had come to Christ during 
His earthly ministry, this intercessory prayer of our Lord only 
respects that small remnant of disciples which constituted His 
true New Testament church.  The Father had shown to these 
disciples as peculiar a love as that which He had shown to His 
only begotten Son. 
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sons, te<kna, acc. pl. of te<knon,  speaks of special sons or children of 

God, and not children in general.   
 

As far as I can tell the English phrase, sons of God, is only applied to those:  
 

Who have been brought to Christ in faith.  
Joh 1:12  But as many as received him, to them gave he power to 
become the sons te<kna of God, even to them that believe on his 

name … 
 

to become, gene<sqai, aor. infin. to become at some 

underdetermined point in time.  He gave to these which 
received Christ the authority, the right to become the sons of 
God. 

 
Who might receive the adoption or standing as sons. 
Ga 4:5  To redeem them that were under the law, that we might 
receive the adoption of sons ui[oqesi<an. 

 
might receive, a]pola<bwmen, aor. subj. act. 

 
That are led of the Spirit. 
Ro 8:14  For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons 

ui[oi< of God. 

 
And therefore are sons of God.  
Ga 4:6  And because ye are sons ui[oi<, God hath sent forth the Spirit 

of his Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father. 
 

are, e@ste, pres. ind. of ei]mi< 

 
The term used in 1Jn.3.1 though translated sons, te<knon and not ui[oj 

refers to particular children  The Greek, paidi<on, is a general reference to 

children. (The distinctions in these Greek terms are not necessarily 
absolutely so in every instance, but perhaps in those places where it might 
not be as clear, it should be applied there as well.) For example: 
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All of the children of God generally, paidi<on: 

Heb 2:13  And again, I will put my trust in him. And again, Behold I 
and the children paidi<on which God hath given me. 

 
Heb 2:14  Forasmuch then as the children paidi<on are partakers of 

flesh and blood, he also himself likewise took part of the same; that 
through death he might destroy him that had the power of death, 
that is, the devil … 
 
Joh 16:21  A woman when she is in travail hath sorrow, because her 
hour is come: but as soon as she is delivered of the child paidi<on, she 

remembereth no more the anguish, for joy that a man a@nqrwpoj is 

born into the world. 
 

Special or particular children, te<knon: 

Joh 8:39  They answered and said unto him, Abraham is our father. 
Jesus saith unto them, If ye were Abraham’s children, ye would do the 
works of Abraham. 
 
Joh 11:52  And not for that nation only, but that also he should gather 
together in one the children of God that were scattered abroad. 
 

It is these particular, special children of God which have come into the 
relationship of a son with the Son. These to whom John wrote had entered 
into a fuller, deeper, broader, higher relationship in Christ through faith 
than some, and perhaps most who are genuine believers in Christ. (We do 
not doubt the profession of faith in Christ that many make.  But there is no 
denying the special love of God bestowed upon those who form Christ’s 
N.T. churches.) Upon these the Father has specially bestowed His love. So 
these sons should be those who can testify of a certainty of the Father’s 
tender care. The point here being contested is not that God loves all of the 
elect, because He does.  It is that these sons receive a special provision of 
His love for their identification to His Son, Jesus Christ.  What father is it 
that does not love and provide for all of his children?  But those who 
remain in His house receive the most peculiar manifestation of that loving 
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and personal care. This is the manner of love of which John wrote through 
the Holy Spirit. This is the love bestowed in a special, distinct, peculiar 
manner, upon these children.  This is beyond the norm.  For example:  
 

God loves all of His elect children:  
Joh 3:16  For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life. 
 
1Ti 2:6  Who gave himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due time. 
 
But He specially loves His sons: 
Eph 5:25  Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the 
church, and gave himself for it … 
26  That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water 
by the word, 
27  That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having 
spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and 
without blemish. 
 
1Pe 2:9  But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy 
nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises of 
him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light … 
 

marvelous, qaumasto<n, nom. & acc. sing. neuter of 

qaumasto<j, which is always translated marvelous (6), marvel 

(1); the verb, qauma<zw, is translated with the English,  marvel, 

wonder, and admire. 
 
Is this kind of love said to be working everywhere and in everyone that 
believes in Christ?  Perhaps it is better to ask, Is this kind of love manifested 
or perceptible to any other people than the true N.T. churches?  The 
answer is that His love is manifested specially in His churches. 
  

The provision of God’s love for His churches: 
Eph.3.16  That he would grant you, according to the riches of his 
glory, to be strengthened with might by his Spirit in the inner man; 
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17  That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, being 
rooted and grounded in love, 
18  May be able to comprehend [With all that are in the world?  No.  
With all that believe?  No.] with all saints what is the breadth, and 
length, and depth, and height; 
19  And to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye 
might be filled with all the fulness of God. (Who or what is it that 
might be filled?  Ye?  You plural.  IN what way?  By the power of the 
Spirit of God who is said to have come only upon His churches.  So, 
who is?  It is the church which was at Ephesus.) 
 

Notice the special bestowal of the Spirit and of the understanding that 
comes upon these who will subject themselves to Christ’s government in 
His church. 
 

He gave us, not just anyone, specially of His Spirit: 
1Jo 4:13  Hereby know we that we dwell in him, and he in us, 
because he hath given us δέδωκεν ἡμῖν of his Spirit.  
 
He gave us, not just anyone, specially an understanding: 
1Jo 5:20  And we know that the Son of God is come, and hath 
given us δέδωκεν ἡμῖν an understanding, that we may know 
him that is true, and we are in him that is true, even in his Son 
Jesus Christ. This is the true God, and eternal life. 

 
Conclusion: Therefore - the world, because of this kind of love, knows not 
us because it knew (e@gnw aor. ind. act.) not Him.  

 
 διὰ τοῦτο                                                           ὅτι 
   therefore       the world knoweth us not, because                it knew him not. 
for this cause                                                   because that 
  wherefore    
     for this 
 

therefore, διὰ τοῦτο, διὰ by, through, for +  τοῦτο, this; KJV, 
therefore, wherefore, for this cause. 
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knoweth, γινώσκει, 3ps. pres. ind. act. of ginw<skw, to know; this is a 

thorough acquaintance or understanding of the person; ginw<skw, is 

translated, be aware, know, understand, perceive, resolve; is in this 
letter, 3.1; 3.20; 4.7. 
 
knew, e@gnw, 3ps. aor. ind. act. of ginw<skw,. I know. 

 
Once again the term world, κόσμος, does not mean all without exception, 
because there are some in the world which know us because they know 
Christ.  World in this case means all of those, without distinction, who are 
yet in unbelief.   
 
Because these know not Jesus Christ, they cannot know us.  Because of this, 
as they treated our Lord they shall treat us. 
 

Mt.10.25  It is enough for the disciple that he be as his master, and 
the servant as his lord. If they have called the master of the house 
Beelzebub, how much more shall they call them of his household? 

 
Joh 16:3  And these things will they (those who are in unbelief) do 
unto you (put you out of the synagogue; and kill you), because they 
have not known the Father, nor me. 

 
Similarly, because they know not Jesus Christ, they cannot know the Father.  

 
1Jo 2:23  Whosoever denieth the Son, the same hath not the Father: 
(but) he that acknowledgeth the Son hath the Father also. 
 
Joh 15:23  He that hateth me hateth my Father also. 
 

And none can know the Father except the Son reveal Him: 
 

Mt 11:27  All things are delivered unto me of my Father: (and now he 
explains what that means …) and no man knoweth the Son, but the 
Father; neither knoweth any man the Father, save the Son, and he to 
whomsoever the Son will reveal him. 
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Jesus Christ is revealed to the heart and mind by the Spirit of God in the 
new birth.  Subsequent to the new birth, faith receives the gospel of Christ: 
that He came to earth, was born of a virgin, the sinless, holy child of God, 
proved Himself to be the Son of God incarnate; Emmanuel; that this is he 
who was nailed to that cross and died the sinner’s death before God; that 
He was buried, and raised from the dead the third day according to the 
Scriptures, and is now seated at the right hand of the Father, and is at this 
present time expecting that His enemies shall be made His footstool.  If you 
understand this concerning the Son of God; if this singular revelation has 
changed your life, you know both Jesus Christ and the Father, and they 
know you.  You must know Jesus Christ to know the Father.  And you must 
know Christ before you can know His. 
 

Matthew Poole, vol.3, p.934, ‘… the world knoweth us not, i.e. doth 
not own or acknowledge us for its own, is not kind to us, yea, hates 
and persecutes us … ; and accordingly, not knowing, disaffection, and 
the consequent effects, Matt. vii. 23. Nor should it be thought 
strange, because it knew him not: the Father, and the whole family, 
are to it an invisium genus, hated alike.’ 

 
Barnes’ Notes, vol. 13, p.312, ‘Therefore the world knoweth us not.  
Does not understand our principles; the reasons of our conduct; the 
sources of our comforts and joys.  The people of the world regard us 
a fanatics or enthusiasts; as foolish in abandoning the pleasures and 
pursuits which they engage in; as renouncing certain happiness for 
that which is uncertain; as cherishing false and delusive hopes in 
regard to the future, and as practicing needless austerities, with 
nothing to compensate for the pleasures which are abandoned. 
Therer is nothing which the gay, the ambitious, and the selfish less 
understand than they do the elenets which go into the Christian’s 
character, and the nature and source of the Christian’s joys.’ 
 

Receiving His children is to receive the Savior, and to receive the Savior is to 
receive the Father. 

 
Mt 10:40  He that receiveth you receiveth me, and he that receiveth 
me receiveth him that sent me. 
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Joh 13:20  Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that receiveth whomsoever 
I send receiveth me; and he that receiveth me receiveth him that sent 
me.  (There is a vital connection between the children, the Son, and 
the Father, that the world denies.) 

 
J-F-B, vol. 3, p.636, ‘The world’s whole course is one great act of non-
recognition of God.’ 

 
1 Ἴδετε ποταπὴν ἀγάπην δέδωκεν ἡμῖν ὁ πατὴρ, ἵνα τέκνα Θεοῦ κληθῶμεν 
διὰ τοῦτο ὁ κόσμος οὐ γινώσκει ἡμᾶς, ὅτι οὐκ ἔγνω αὐτόν 
 
Beloved - we are now, and we shall be, what is not yet manifested [to the 
world], the children of God … 

 
  Ἀγαπητοὶ,     νῦν                            τέκνα 
2  Beloved,      now         are we     the sons    of God,  
                     presently 
                    When?  at this time 
 

beloved, a]gaphtoi<, 5 times John uses this endearing term in this 

letter.  5 is the number mostly associated with grace; another 3 times 
in (a]gaphte<) 3John. 

 
now, nu?n, adverb; KJV, this time, now, henceforth, of late (lately), 

present(ly). 
 
are we,  e]sme<n, 1ppl. pres. ind. of ei]mi<; I am. 

 
While there are a lot of discouragements, heartaches, and sorrow in the 
world that Christians have to undergo because they are misunderstood, 
and though the world cannot know us, it changes not who we are.  We are 
now the sons of God.   
 

καὶ       οὔπω            ἐφανερώθη                         τί                ἐσόμεθα 
and        it doth not yet appear                         what            we shall be:  
            hitherto it was not manifested               meaning, what we shall be as sons 
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it  doth … appear, ἐφανερώθη, 3ps. aor. ind. pass. of fanero<w, to 

appear; the verb, ἐφανερώθη, is found 10 times in the N.T. and is 
translated appeared, shewed, made manifest, was manifest, was 
manifested, doth … appear. Of those 10 times, this first epistle used 5 
times (1.2, [twice], 5, 8; 4.9, was manifested; 3.2, doth appear. 
 
not yet, οὔπω, combined ou] & pw; KJV, Re.17.10, no … as yet (1); 

1Co.3.2, hitherto … not (1); not yet (21). 
 
what, τί, KJV, translates the interrogative as what, whether, why; the 
indefinite pronoun is always what. 

 
(Read 1Co.15.34-44) 
1Co.15.35 ¶  But some man will say, How are the dead raised 
up? and with what body do they come? 
… 
37  And that which thou sowest, thou sowest not that body 
that shall be, but bare grain, it may chance of wheat, or of 
some other grain: 
38  But God giveth it a body as it hath pleased him, and to 
every seed his own body. 
… 
44  It is sown a natural body; it is raised a spiritual body. There 
is a natural body, and there is a spiritual body. 
 

we shall be, ἐσόμεθα, 1ppl. fut. ind. of e@somai, root ei]mi<, I am; the 

verb, ἐσόμεθα,  is translated shall be 3 times in the N.T. 
 

Ro 6:5  For if we have been planted together in the 
likeness of his death, we shall be ἐσόμεθα also in the 
likeness of his resurrection: 
 
1Th 4:17  Then we which are alive and remain shall be 
caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the 
Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be ἐσόμεθα with the 
Lord. 
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My remarks are two:   
 
First, and only briefly stated, there is a sense in which it does not yet 
appear to the world what we shall be as the sons of God.  J-F-B, vol. 3, 
p.636, ‘We already are sons, though unrecognized as such by the world …’  

 
Yes, the world affirms that we are disciples of one named Jesus.   
 

Joh 13:35  By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye 
have love one to another. 

 
But they certainly do not understand the union that we have in God by 
Jesus Christ.  And as always is the case they confess that we do not know 
God, and they deny that God is our God. 
 
And second, the major intent of this verse is that there is a sense in this 
text that we do not yet know what we shall be manifested as when our 
Lord Jesus Christ appears from glory.  We do not know what form of body 
we shall possess when He comes again.   
 
There is a lot that we simply do not know!  Like an iceberg, what we see is 
only the smallest portion which rises above the surface of the water.  There 
is so much of that iceberg that lies beneath the surface of the water that is 
unseen.  The Word of God has revealed some things to us, and I should 
hasten to say, enough has been revealed to us so that we should have 
strong consolation in God, but by no means has everything been revealed 
which we shall receive in Christ throughout the endless ages of eternity 
future. And it shall not be revealed but by Him alone.  We’re not looking for 
any new revelation that stands apart from God’s holy Word, the Bible. 
 

Barnes’ Notes, vol. 13, p.312, ‘There is enough to animate us with 
hope, and to sustain us in the trials of life.  There is one thing which is 
clear, that we shall be like the Son of God; but what is fully involved 
in this is not made known.’ 
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Beyond question there is the mysterious, unrevealed, and therefore 
unknown aspect of the glorification of the saints at the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.  But there is some light shed on this in Scripture.  
 

The Lord Jesus was temporarily changed in the gospels: 
Lk.9.28 ¶  And it came to pass about an eight days after these 
sayings, he (our Lord Jesus) took Peter and John and James, and went 
up into a mountain to pray. 
29  And as he prayed, the fashion (ei#doj, shape, fashion, sight, 

appearance) of his countenance was altered (different, other than it 
was), and his raiment was white and glistering (bright as light; below 
is quoted, Acts 26.13, Paul’s view of the resurrected Christ.). 
 

altered, e!teron, different, not the same, the other. 

 
glistering, e]castra<ptwn, nom. sing. masc. part. pres. of 

e]castra<ptw; e]k of, out +  a]stra<ptw, LXX, lightening; 

e]castra<ptw, LXX, Nah.3.3, glittering sword; Ez.1.4, gleaming 

fire; Ez.1.7, gleaming brass. 
 

Mt.17.1 ¶  And after six days Jesus taketh Peter, James, and John his 
brother, and bringeth them up into an high mountain apart, 
2  And was transfigured before them: and his face did shine (e@lamye) 

as the sun, and his raiment was white as the light. 
 

transfigured, metemorfw<qh, 3ps. aor. ind. pass. of 

metamorfo<w; meta< after, change +  morfo<w, to be formed; 

so changed from his previous appearance; his form changed. 
 
After His resurrection we find that He shined above the brightness of the 
mid-day sun. 
 

Ac 26:13  At midday, O king, I saw in the way a light from heaven, 
above the brightness of the sun, shining round about me and them 
which journeyed with me. 
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Our resurrected Lord instantly appeared and disappeared from the 
presence of the disciples; the mention that the doors were shut in one 
instance.  (Lk.24.31; Jn.20.26) This is more than just that He is God.  God is 
omnipresent.  
 

Joh 3:13  And no man hath ascended up to heaven, but he that came 
down from heaven, even the Son of man which is in heaven. 

 
But this was after He raised from the dead bodily.  In this glorified body He 
ate a piece of a fish and an honeycomb. (Lk.24.42) We know that He will eat 
Passover with Israel, and the Supper with His church.  (Lk.22.18, Passover; 
Mt.26.29, Supper)  And we know that a glorious change is coming to the 
saints. (1Co.15.51, 52; 1Thes.4.16, 17) Time and barriers are in many 
respects irrelevant to the glorified saints.   
 
Paul reported, by the Holy Spirit, that the body which we shall receive is 
spiritual, not earthy. It seems to mean that our first bodies were earthen 
based, of the earth, and that our spiritual bodies shall be heavenly based, 
from heaven. 
 

1Co 15:44  It is sown a natural body; it is raised a spiritual body. 
There is a natural body, and there is a spiritual body. 
… 
1Co 15:47  The first man is of the earth, earthy: the second man is the 
Lord from heaven. 
… 
48  As is the earthy, such are they also that are earthy: and as is the 
heavenly, such are they also that are heavenly. 
49  And as we have borne the image of the earthy, we shall also bear 
the image of the heavenly. 

 
This body comes from above,  
 

2Co.5.1 ¶  For we know that if our earthly house of this tabernacle 
were dissolved, we have a building of God, an house not made with 
hands, eternal in the heavens. 
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2  For in this we groan, earnestly desiring to be clothed upon with our 
house which is from heaven: 

 
yet something of it is raised from the graves. 
 

Jo.5.28  Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in the which all 
that are in the graves shall hear his voice, 
29  And shall come forth … 

 
The spiritual body has substance, even earthen substance, yet it is not 
limited like our present bodies to natural laws. Yet words fail to describe 
what is revealed in the Word of God concerning the change that the saints 
receive when our blessed Lord comes again from glory.   
 

Barnes, ibid., ‘Perhaps … it could not be so revealed that we could 
understand it, for that state may be so unlike the present that no 
words would fully convey the conception to our minds.’ 

 
But - we know – that, when He should be manifested,  

then, we – shall be like Him,  
because we shall see Him as He is. 

 
 οἴδαμεν δὲ    ὅτι     ἐὰν                    φανερωθῇ,                     ὅμοιοι αὐτῷ ἐσόμεθα,  
but we know that, when              he shall appear,                     we shall be like him;  
                                            when he should be made manifest 
 

he shall appear, φανερωθῇ, 3ps. aor. subj. pass. of fanero<w; KJV, 

shall be manifested, should be manifest, may be made manifest, 
should be made manifest, might be made manifest, shall appear, do 
appear. 

 
1Jo 2:28  And now, little children, abide in him; that, when he shall 
appear φανερωθῇ, we may have confidence, and not be ashamed 
before him at his coming. 
 

Col 3:4  When Christ, who is our life, shall appear φανερωθῇ, then shall ye 
also appear with him in glory. 
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like, ὅμοιοι, nom. pl. masc. of o!moioj; always translated in the KJV, 

like; in comparison to. 
 

We are going to be like Him.   
 

Phl.3.20  For our conversation is in heaven; from whence also we look 
for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ: 
21  Who (the Lord Jesus Christ) shall change our vile body, that it may 
be fashioned like unto his glorious body, according to the working 
whereby he is able even to subdue all things unto himself. 
 

The children of God want to be like Christ now, and they shall be like Christ 
then. 
 
Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we 
shall be, but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him … 
 

ὅτι         ὀψόμεθα   αὐτὸν καθώς ἐστιν 
for     we shall see    him       as      he is. 
 

we shall see, ὀψόμεθα, 1ppl. fut. ind. of o[ra<w; the organ for sight. 

 
When Christ comes the change of the sons of God takes place.  Then, what 
we had ever hoped for in this present life, to be like Jesus in every way, is 
brought to pass, even in our body.  At this present time it is this present 
body of sin which conflicts our spirit.  But then, it is laid aside and hope of 
the glory of Christ comes to pass.  All that we have ever believed and hoped 
for in Christ is come.  Our faith becomes sight.  The hope is realized.   
 
How is it that we shall see Him as He is?  Because we have already received 
Him as He is by faith.  He is the precious Son of the Father come to save His 
people from their sins.  We already know who He is, and we are going to 
see Him as He is.  While it is true that every eye shall see Him, but not every 
eye shall see Him as He is.  Natural minds and natural eyes cannot proper 
evaluate and esteem the Son of God, Son of Man. 
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The sure testimony of God’s Word is that at the coming of Jesus Christ, not 
the rapture, but the first resurrection (for that is what this event is called) 
the saints of God are going to be changed. 
 

1Co 15:52  In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: 
for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised 
incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 
 

When? What is Paul’s subject? 
 

1Co.15.12 ¶  Now if Christ be preached that he rose from 
the dead, how say some among you that there is no 
resurrection of the dead? 
 

Which resurrection? There is a first resurrection, and there is a 
last resurrection. 
 

1Co.15.23  But every man in his own order: Christ the 
firstfruits; afterward they that are Christ’s at his coming. 
(pointing to the first resurrection … then, and only then 
comes the end and the last resurrection…) 
24  Then cometh the end, when he shall have delivered 
up the kingdom to God, even the Father; when he shall 
have put down all rule and all authority and power. 
 
1Thes.4.13 ¶  But I would not have you to be ignorant, 
brethren, concerning them which are asleep, that ye 
sorrow not, even as others which have no hope. 
14  For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even 
so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with 
him. 
15  For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that 
we which are alive and remain unto the coming of the 
Lord shall not prevent them which are asleep. 
16  For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with 
a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the 
trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: 
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17  Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught 
up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord 
in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord. 
 
2Th 2:1  Now we beseech you, brethren, by the coming 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, and by our gathering together 
unto him, 
2  That ye be not soon shaken in mind, or be troubled, 
neither by spirit, nor by word, nor by letter as from us, as 
that the day of Christ is at hand. 
 
Jude 1:14  And Enoch also, the seventh from Adam, 
prophesied of these (antichrists), saying, Behold, the 
Lord cometh with ten thousands of his saints … 
 
Re 20:4  (Satan has been bound in the abyss by an angel 
of God for a thousand years …) And I saw thrones 
(thrones for kings), and they sat upon them, and 
judgment was given unto them:  
 

They judged the earth: 
1Co.6.2  Do ye not know that the saints shall judge 
the world? … 
3  Know ye not that we shall judge angels? … 

 
and I saw the souls of them that were beheaded for the 
witness of Jesus, and for the word of God, and which had 
not worshipped the beast, neither his image, neither had 
received his mark upon their foreheads, or in their hands; 
and they lived and reigned with Christ a thousand years.  
 

Who are these that live and reign with Christ but 
the faithful Old and New Testament saints? They 
are kings and priest of God and Christ.   
 

To the saints of the seven churches: 
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Re 1:6  And hath made us kings and priests 
unto God and his Father; to him be glory 
and dominion for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
The innumerable company of the 
redeemed of every kindred, people, 
tongue, and nation represented by the 
four and twenty elders sitting upon 
thrones: 
Re 5:10  And hast made us unto our God 
kings and priests: and we shall reign on the 
earth. 

(cont.) 
5  But the rest of the dead 
 

The obvious meaning is that not all the dead were 
raised at this time. 

 
lived not again until the thousand years were finished. 
This is the first resurrection. 
 

This event isn’t called a rapture.  There is not the 
slightest inkling of a suggestion that the first 
resurrection is partitioned into pre-, mid-, or post 
tribulation raptures.  The Bible calls this single 
event one thing:  the first resurrection. 

 
6  Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first 
resurrection: on such the second death hath no power, 
but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall 
reign with him a thousand years. 

 
2 Ἀγαπητοὶ, νῦν τέκνα Θεοῦ ἐσμεν, καὶ οὔπω ἐφανερώθη τί ἐσόμεθα 
οἴδαμεν δὲ ὅτι ἐὰν φανερωθῇ, ὅμοιοι αὐτῷ ἐσόμεθα, ὅτι ὀψόμεθα αὐτὸν 
καθώς ἐστιν 
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We are now the sons of God.  The Father has bestowed such a loving 
provision upon us so that we should be called His sons.  And when He 
sends forth His Son we shall see Him in all of His glory, and then we 
shall be like Him.  We shall not be like we are any more.  We now 
have everything that we need for life and godliness.  Christians live in 
the hope of the coming of Jesus Christ. And they shall be glad  they 
did. 

 


