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“Jacob’s Blessing for the Rest of Israel” 

Introduction: 
 
     Last week in Genesis chapter 49 we went over Jacob’s blessing for his first four sons mentioned 
in the text. And Jacob called unto his sons, and said, Gather yourselves together, that I may tell you 
that which shall befall you in the last days. This was prophetic literature and we can see how that 
Jacob’s words would later be fulfilled in the actions of each of these tribes according to their 
blessing in which they received.  
 
     We covered the first four last week from verses one through 12.  

     Reuben: the seriousness of Reuben’s sin of Genesis 35:22 was not forgotten. “And it came to pass, 
when Israel dwelt in that land, that Reuben went and lay with Bilhah his father's concubine: and Israel 
heard it. Now the sons of Jacob were twelve.” The consequences of his past actions erased his very 
own birthright.  

     Simeon: this tribe would have no notable descendants. It would become the smallest tribe in the 
second census of Moses in the book of Numbers 26:14. The tribe would be omitted from the 
blessing of Moses in Deuteronomy 33:8 and they would later have to share territory with the tribe 
of Judah. 

     Levi: this tribe would be scatted throughout Israel. Only through and by the Sovereign Grace of 
Almighty God, through repentance and obedience as seen in Exodus 32:26 they would be used of 
God for the priestly tribe and residents of the cities of refuge. They were not given their own 
designated region in the land yet from this tribe would still come forth several notable descendants 
such as Moses, Aaron and John the Baptist. 

     Judah: as strong as a young lion and entrenched as an old lion, to the line of Judah belonged 
national prominence and kingship, including notable descendants such as David and Solomon with 
their dynasty lasting 640 years. As well as the prophetic promise that “the sceptre shall not depart 
from Judah.” The Messiah who is called the “Lion from the Tribe of Judah in Revelation 5:5 would be 
born from this tribe in the City of David.  

     Verse 11 is a very deep passage, many feel this verse describes the people, some feel it describes 
Christ who would come from this tribe. This language in verse 11 and 12 describes prosperity so 
great that people will tie a donkey to a choice vine, letting it eat because there is such abundance; 
the wine will be as plentiful as the water and everyone will be healthy. This is definitely prophecy 
and no doubt refers to the Millennial Kingdom, when there will be plenty in the land for all. 
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Genesis 49:13      

13 Zebulun shall dwell at the haven of the sea; and he shall be for an haven of ships; and his border 
shall be unto Zidon. 

Zebulun: this tribe’s land territory did not border the Mediterranean Sea nor did it border the Sea 
of Galilee. However the tribes land territory was situated close enough in between both of these 
large bodies of water to benefit from the important trade route. The Via Maris was a trade route 
traversed by the sea traders that went through the land territory of the tribe of Zebulun. There 
were no notable descendants that came from this tribe. 

Genesis 49:14-15 

14 Issachar is a strong ass couching down between two burdens: 

15 And he saw that rest was good, and the land that it was pleasant; and bowed his shoulder to bear, 
and became a servant unto tribute. 

Issachar: this tribe was a hard working, industrious and robust people. They lived up to the name 
of their founder whose name meant “man of wages.” There were no notable descendants that came 
from this tribe. 

Genesis 49:16-18 

16 Dan shall judge his people, as one of the tribes of Israel. 

17 Dan shall be a serpent by the way, an adder in the path, that biteth the horse heels, so that his rider 
shall fall backward. 

18 I have waited for thy salvation, O LORD. 

Dan: this tribe whose name means “judge” would grow to father an aggressive tribe that would 
judge in the nation but would not be known for its moral stature or religious faithfulness. Dan 
would later abandon its land allotment and migrate to the extreme north of Israel.  

     Jacob’s closing cry expressed hope for Dan in the day when salvation would indeed come to 
Israel. Dan, however, is omitted in the list of the tribes speaking of the 144,000 in Revelation 7:4-8. 
However do not rule them out because even though they are not part of the witnesses they do 
return to the LORD, and are given a land inheritance during the Millennial Kingdom as prophesied 
in Ezekiel chapter 48. The notable descendants that came from this tribe were the Judge Samson. 

Genesis 49:19 

19 Gad, a troop shall overcome him: but he shall overcome at the last. 

Gad: this tribe settled to the east of the Jordan River, the area called the Transjordan. This exposed 
Gad’s people to invasions, making them valiant fighters worthy of victory and commendation.  
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Genesis 49:20 

20 Out of Asher his bread shall be fat, and he shall yield royal dainties. 

Asher: this tribe settled in the rich coastal region just north of Mount Carmel. They benefited much 
from occupying this agriculturally fruitful land thus their bread shall be fat. This was also the tribe 
that would later provide gourmet delights for the palace. There were no notable descendants from 
the tribe of Asher.  

Genesis 49:21 

21 Naphtali is a hind let loose: he giveth goodly words. 

Naphtali: this tribe settled far north in Israel on the west bank of Jordan. Naphtali is a hind let 
loose, a strong young doe, the deer-like speed and agility marked Naphtali’s military power and 
might. Notable descendants from this tribe were none other than Deborah and Barak. The song of 
Deborah and Barak is representative of Jacob’s eloquent words here.  

Genesis 49:22-26 

22 Joseph is a fruitful bough, even a fruitful bough by a well; whose branches run over the wall: 

23 The archers have sorely grieved him, and shot at him, and hated him: 

24 But his bow abode in strength, and the arms of his hands were made strong by the hands of the 
mighty God of Jacob; (from thence is the shepherd, the stone of Israel:) 

25 Even by the God of thy father, who shall help thee; and by the Almighty, who shall bless thee with 
blessings of heaven above, blessings of the deep that lieth under, blessings of the breasts, and of the 
womb: 

26 The blessings of thy father have prevailed above the blessings of my progenitors unto the utmost 
bound of the everlasting hills: they shall be on the head of Joseph, and on the crown of the head of him 
that was separate from his brethren. 

Joseph: the words here by Jacob were addressed to Joseph however they are applicable to his two 
sons. These words thrust forth a contrasting experience of growth and prosperity alongside 
hostility and conflict. Verses 23 and 24 may be a biography of Joseph himself from Jacob. No other 
tribe had such a direct reference to the LORD God in their blessing as addressed to Joseph. There 
are five references to God in this blessing, placing a great emphasis upon the Sovereignty of God. No 
matter the misfortune and grief which attended his way his God preserved him.  

1. The Mighty God of Jacob. 
2. The Shepherd. 
3. The Stone of Israel. 
4. The God of thy Father. 
5. The Almighty. 
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     Notable descendants that came from these two tribes were from the Manasseh, the Judge Gideon.  

     Of the tribe of Ephraim was the last Judge, Prophet and Priest, Samuel. Joshua the son of Nun the 
military commander for Israel and ministry to Moses also came from the tribe of Ephraim.  

Genesis 49:27 

27 Benjamin shall ravin as a wolf: in the morning he shall devour the prey, and at night he shall divide 
the spoil. 

Benjamin: the last and final tribe addressed would be to the small tribe of Benjamin. The warlike of 
this tribe became well known as it was exhibited in their archers and slingers and also in their 
brazen defense of the wickedness in Gibeah in Judges 19 and 20.  

     These were left handed warriors as seen with Ehud the second judge of the children of Israel. 
Other notable descendants from this tribe were, King Saul, Queen Esther and the Apostle Paul. 

Genesis 49:28-33 

28 All these are the twelve tribes of Israel: and this is it that their father spake unto them, and blessed 
them; every one according to his blessing he blessed them. 

29 And he charged them, and said unto them, I am to be gathered unto my people: bury me with my 
fathers in the cave that is in the field of Ephron the Hittite, 

30 In the cave that is in the field of Machpelah, which is before Mamre, in the land of Canaan, which 
Abraham bought with the field of Ephron the Hittite for a possession of a buryingplace. 

31 There they buried Abraham and Sarah his wife; there they buried Isaac and Rebekah his wife; and 
there I buried Leah. 

32 The purchase of the field and of the cave that is therein was from the children of Heth. 

33 And when Jacob had made an end of commanding his sons, he gathered up his feet into the bed, and 
yielded up the ghost, and was gathered unto his people. 

     Here are the words of Jacob to the twelve tribes of Israel. His last and final order was to be buried 
in Canaan. He had already informed Joseph of this desire in Genesis 47:29-31, so this is no new 
revelation to them. Yet before he closed his eyes in death he wanted to make sure that this was 
stated again.  

     This is not a request here it is the final command of the dying father to all twelve of his sons. Why 
is this so very important to this dying man? What is so special about this spot in the land of his 
father’s back in Canaan?  
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1. The command proves that Abraham, Isaac and now Jacob died believing in a literal 
specific land promised to Israel.  

 
2. The command proved that Jacob was focused on the future program of God until the 

very end of his life.  
 

3. The command proved that Jacob was focused on communicating to his children the 
things of God right until the moment he died.  

 
4. The command proved that Jacob believed in a future resurrection because he wanted to 

be raised with his loved ones in their promised land. 
 

 


