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!
“AN APOSTLE’S THOUGHTS ABOUT THE CHURCH”!!

I. Introduction !
A. As much as we might try to pretend otherwise, we care about what other 

people think of us.  !
B. We want others to like us, to respect us, to admire us.  !
C. While this is understandable, we need to remember that as Christians we 

are not to look for our sense of identity and worth in how others assess us, 
but in what the Bible tells us about who we are in Jesus Christ.  !

D. Here in this second half of the opening greetings of Romans, the things 
that Paul says about the believers in Rome give us insight into our identity 
as Christians.  !

E. In this passage, we will see that Paul’s reflections upon this church led to 
grateful prayer, a longing for mutual encouragement, and a sense of eager 
expectation.  !

II. Grateful Prayer  !
A. In the ancient world, letters often began with an expression of thanks or a 

petition to the gods on behalf of the readers.  !
1. Paul adapts this to his own purposes here.  !
2. He begins by saying that he thanks God for the Christians in Rome 

because their faith is being reported in all the world.  !
3. The fact that Paul thanks God for this is significant.  !
4. You don’t thanks someone for something if they haven’t done it.  !
5. This tells us that God is the source of saving faith.  !
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6. God creates faith in the hearts of his people.  !
7. Faith is not something that we can produce by our own power.  !
8. If you trust in Christ, it is because God has worked faith in your 

heart.  !
9. One of the things that you should regularly thank the Lord for is 

the fact that he has given you the gift of faith.  !
B. We should also take note of how Paul speaks of God here.  !

1. He calls him “my God.”  !
2. This reminds us that God is the personal God of those who belong 

to Christ.  !
3. God does not love the general mass of believers.  !
4. He loves each believer personally.  !
5. As a Christian, I believe that Jesus loved me and gave himself for 

me.  !
6. This is why I can join Paul in calling God “my God.”  !

C. Paul also says that he prays to God “through Jesus Christ.”  !
1. This reminds us of our need for the mediation of Christ in order to 

approach God.  !
2. We have no access to God’s favorable presence apart from Jesus.  !
3. Just as all of God’s redemptive blessings come to us through Christ, 

so also all of our prayers and of our worship go to God through 
Christ.  !
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D. As for the content of Paul’s prayer, he says that he thanks God because the 
faith of these Roman Christians is being proclaimed in all the world.  !
1. We should rejoice when we see God’s kingdom advancing.  !
2. In this instance, Paul rejoices in the fact that there is a church in 

Rome, the capital of the empire.  !
3. It is not that that church had greater spiritual significance than 

churches in smaller cities and towns, but it would have been an 
encouragement for Christians to know that they had fellow 
believers in the center of the empire.  !

4. Think of the way we feel when we hear about a politician or a 
professional athlete is a faithful Christian.  !

5. While God doesn’t need earthly fame or power in order to build his 
kingdom, it is encouraging when we see the gospel reaching into 
the upper echelons of society.  !

E. Paul tells the Roman Christians that God is his witness that he is in 
constant prayer for them.  !
1. In saying this, Paul is swearing an oath.  !
2. He is calling upon God as the witness of what he is asserting here.  !
3. You may know that some Christians argue that the passages where 

Jesus and James tell us to let our yes be yes and our no be no mean 
it is wrong to swear oaths (see Mt. 5:33-37; 23:16-22; Jas. 5:12).  !

4. The oath that Paul swears in this passage refutes that argument.  !
5. The point that Jesus and James were making is simply that we are 

always bound to keep our word, regardless of whether or not we 
have taken an oath.  !

6. There is a place for oath-taking in the Christian life.  !
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7. We swear oaths in courts of law, in wedding ceremonies, at 
baptisms, and on other appropriate occasions.  !

F. It is not very hard to see why Paul felt the need to swear an oath in this 
particular instance.  !
1. The greetings at the end of this letter indicate that Paul knew a 

number of the Christians who lived in Rome.  !
2. He had probably expressed his desire to visit Rome on various 

occasions.  !
3. Maybe his friends in Rome kept telling their fellow believers that 

Paul was going to come for a visit.  !
4. But that visit had yet to happen.  !
5. Paul was the apostle to the Gentiles, but up to this point he had 

never been to the capital of the Roman world.  !
6. Paul seems to have been worried that the Christians in Rome might 

have felt slighted by this.  !
7. This is why he swears his oath here.  !
8. He wants them to know for certain that they are on his mind and in 

his heart, and that he really has been trying to find a way to visit 
them.  !

III. Mutual Encouragement  !
A. Paul dealt with his longing to go to Rome by praying “that somehow by 

God’s will I may now at last succeed in coming to you.”  !
1. Take special note of that phrase “by God’s will.”  !
2. This tells us that we always need to submit our will to God’s will.  !
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3. This is one of the main purposes of prayer.  !
4. Prayer should not be treated as a means of trying to persuade God 

to give us what we want. !
5. Prayer is God’s appointed way for us to seek his will and to align 

ourselves with it. !
6. God wants us to bring our desires to him in prayer, but he wants us 

to do this in the right way.  !
7. He wants us to put our desires in his hands and trust him to do 

what is best.  !
B. Paul’s longing to visit Rome was a good desire.  !

1. His motives were noble and upright.  !
2. They were kingdom-focused.  !
3. Nevertheless, Paul had thus far been prevented from following 

through on his desire.  !
4. Up to this point, God had providentially hindered Paul from being 

able to go to Rome. !
5. When Paul finally does make it to Rome, it is not in the manner that 

he expected.  !
6. He arrived in Rome in chains, under imperial arrest.  !
7. We might think that this would have rendered Paul’s ministry in 

Rome ineffective, but the opposite proved to be true.  !
8. As Luke tells us at the end of the book of Acts, Paul spent that time 

under arrest in Rome “proclaiming the kingdom of God and 
teaching about the Lord Jesus Christ with all boldness and without 
hindrance.” (Acts 28:31)  !
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9. God sometimes prevents us from being able to carry out our plans, 
even when our plans and our motives are good.  !

10. God is wiser than we are when it comes to working his purposes 
out. !

11. This is why we need to trust his providence.  !
C. Paul’s motivation for going to Rome was his desire to impart some 

spiritual gift to these Christians to strengthen them.  !
1. In this context, “spiritual gift” does not refer to a charismatic 

manifestation such as speaking in tongues or prophesying or 
healing.  !

2. It simply describes a grace that is worked in the lives of believers 
by the Holy Spirit. !

3. Paul is hoping that his ministry among these Christians will result 
in their spiritual strengthening.  !

4. He wants to edify them and further establish them in their faith.  !
5. This is something that every Christian needs.  !
6. For as long as you live, you need ongoing spiritual strength to 

continue on in the life of faith.  !
D. Having said that he wants to be able to contribute to these Christians’ 

spiritual strengthening, Paul adds a qualifying note in verse 12.  !
1. He says, “that is, that we may be mutually encouraged by each 

other’s faith, both yours and mine.”  !
2. Paul doesn’t want to come across as domineering or arrogant.  !
3. Remember, many of these Christians had never met him.  !



Romans 1:8-15 (a.m.)!
Exposition of Romans, #2!

Page "  of "7 11 Grace PC, Laconia (8/16/15)!
Rev. Andy Wilson

4. Even though he was an apostle, he was careful to exercise his 
authority in a gentle and humble manner.  !

5. And Paul really means what he says here.  !
6. He genuinely values the ways in which these believers will be able 

to minister to him.  !
7. Even though he is an apostle, even though he is at the end of his 

third missionary journey, he believes these Christians can help him 
grow. !

8. This leads Calvin to point out that “there is none so void of gifts in 
the Church of Christ who cannot in some measure contribute to our 
spiritual progress.”  !

9. We all need the help of our fellow believers.  !
10. There are all sorts of things to discourage us in this life.  !
11. Even the most mature Christians are subject to discouragement.  !
12. If the apostle Paul needed encouragement from his fellow 

Christians, then so do you and I.  !
IV. Eager Expectation !

A. This brings us to the last part of our passage, where we see that Paul’s 
thoughts about the church in Rome cause him to have a sense of eager 
expectation.  !
1. Paul wants to go to Rome “in order that I may reap some harvest 

among you.” !
2. He expects his visit to be fruitful.  !
3. We should always expect the church’s ministry to bear fruit.  !
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4. Of course our ideas about what this will look like may not always 
be fulfilled, but faithful ministry will always be fruitful.  !

5. Sinclair Ferguson tells how his mentor William Still once said to 
him that he never preaches without the expectation that the Lord 
will do something that will last for all eternity.  !

6. What an amazing thought that is! !
7. And it is true.  !
8. The gospel ministry bears fruit that endures for all eternity.  !

B. While this is true, it would be a mistake for us to think that it is only true 
for those who serve in some official capacity in the church’s ministry.  !
1. As a Christian, you are called to offer your entire life in service to 

the Lord Jesus Christ, even the most mundane aspects of your life.  !
2. As Paul puts it in chapter 12 of this letter, you are to present your 

body as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God.  !
3. That sacrifice is never made in vain.  !
4. Of course, it is true that Scripture tells us that this world and 

everything in it will one day pass away.  !
5. God uses your earthly labors to uphold this present age, but 

everything that belongs to the earthly sphere is fleeting and 
impermanent.  !

6. At the same time, Scripture also says that as you abound in the 
work of the Lord, your labor is not in vain. (see 1 Cor. 15:58)  !

7. In other words, the work that God is doing in you and in other 
believers through the work that he give you to do in his name is 
something that will endure for all time.  !
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8. You can carry out the duties to which God calls you with a sense of 
expectation.  !

9. Your work in the Lord is not in vain.  !
10. As Jesus says in John 15, the spiritual fruit that believers produce is 

something that will last forever. (see Jn. 15:16)  !
C. As Paul continues to describe his ministry these verses, he emphasizes his 

calling as the apostle to the Gentiles.  !
1. While he also preached the gospel to Jews, the Lord had given him 

a special charge to bring the gospel to the Gentile world.  !
2. And because it was the Lord who called him to this work, Paul is 

under obligation to the Gentiles.  !
3. He must preach to both Greeks and barbarians, to those of Greek 

culture and to those outside Greek culture.  !
4. He must preach to both the wise and the foolish, to the learned and 

the unlearned, the cultured and the uncultured.  !
5. Here is a reminder that the gospel is for all sorts of people, whether 

rich or poor, influential or ordinary, white collar or blue collar.  !
D. Our text ends with Paul saying that he is “eager to preach the gospel” to 

those believers who were in Rome.  !
1. Reflect with me upon that word “eager” for just a moment.  !
2. Are we eager to bear witness to Christ?   !
3. Are we eager to see people come to faith in Christ and grow in 

Christ? !
4. We need to remember that there is nothing in the entire world that 

is more important than the gospel.  !
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5. We need to remember that apart from Christ, people have no hope 
in the world.  !

6. They are objects of God’s wrath.  !
7. They are destined for eternal torment and despair.  !
8. Remembering these things should make us more eager to seek 

other’s spiritual welfare.  !
E. We should also note that Paul is eager to preach the gospel to people who 

are already Christians.  !
1. Never think that the gospel is just for non-Christians.  !
2. Christians need the gospel too.  !
3. You need to hear the gospel over and over again.  !
4. You need to feed upon the gospel on a regular basis.  !
5. This is how your faith will be nourished and made fruitful.  !

V. Conclusion !
A. I would imagine that one of the peculiar temptations that the Roman 

Christians faced was the tendency to think highly of themselves.  !
1. After all, they were part of the church in Rome, the greatest city in 

their world.  !
2. But Paul’s words in this passage make it clear that these believers 

were in need of further strengthening.  !
3. Paul even admits that he himself is in need of such strengthening.  !

B. So are you.  !
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1. Left to yourself, you are weak.  !
2. It is only in Christ that you are strong, and the way to receive Christ 

is through his gospel, and the place where the gospel is preached 
and where Christ is followed is the church.  !

3. When Christ is your strength, what Paul said of himself is just as 
true of you:  “I can do all things through him who strengthens me.” 
(Phil. 4:13)  
 


